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PREFACE. 
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fone kind, and ſome in another; ſome'b 
deſolations of mind, ſome by infirmiti 


[ſome y unkindnefſe of friends 3 ſome 


ligion. For theſe things lye as {6 many: 
ſnares, whereby to entrap our patience; } 
in this great Hoſpital of the world 5' and 


| &- bumble acceptation &- ſuſferance there-| 14 


[ of. For indeed;there is no ſuch thing as the Ig 
| not being encountred and croſſed, tl : 


of body, ſome by want of temporal means, j' 
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| | 
ST 1 is an excellent ſayin "which! : 
$$$ we findin that Divine Book, 36 
þ TS Intituled, 7he FOLLOWING| | - 
OF CHRIST: The felicity 1-8 
SS$E which | s to be obtained i this\ [ 1 
SI life, Lf ſts not, in the be-| | 
h Fug able. Fo prevent or avoid miſeries and\ 
| croſſes, which daily occur; but in the patient | |. 


7 
{by detraCtion againſt fame, ſome'b! .ſuldsþ1 
fin Law, and ſome by perſecution fo Or. Re-| | 
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ſomen men areſubjeftto more of he Ed is 
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” [ſome to fewer; but there isno man, who 


{and/ſuch others-alſo, as for the greater pu- 


It - [onelythereby not to forfeit Heaven in the 
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'4 gloriou s thin g for 4 Man toſ7 u fer for C hriſt, 


then to reign with him. 


[perfection of our own ſoules ; or for the 


þ jS& toknow and feel in our very hearts, the! : 
© . [ſubſtantial & ſavoury truth of that divine| 


at one time or other, is not ſubje&to ſome. 
he buſineſſe therefore mult be, to ſup- 
port both ſuch as Almighty God, ſhall 
either (end for the puniſhment of our other 
finnes, or for the greater -purification and 


advancement of his own glory otherwiſe ; | 


niſhment of wicked men, he thall permit 
them to inflict upon us; and to ſupport 
them ſo, through the favour of God, as not 


nextlife, but to enable us in the midſt of 
all our miſeries, to obtain a kind of Hea-|_. 
ven, even in this. For-T account it tobe a| | 
kind: of Heaven in the crowd of trouble, 
not; to. be over-weighed with the burthen, | 
butto accept, & becontent with the good | 
will of God, and toaſpire towards an imi- 
tation-of the Paſſion of Chriſt our Lord, 


ſaying of S. Fear: Chryſoſtom. 7t is 4 more 


| 
But now, as this Dottrine is Divine, fo]. 


{the leflon, whereby we are to learn it, 1s | 
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lara; and therefore we ſhall do well to} |, 
uſe the beſt means we can, to take it out. 
[And for my part I muſt . confelle, that I 
have never met in any Author, with ſo 
[many, ſo weighty, ſo eaſy, and pratica- 
{ble conſiderations, and inducements to-j . | 
wards not onely the patient, but even the| | 
joyful ſufferance of all 'thoſe croſſes and 
| affliQtions, which can find the way. to us 
[inthis world,as are delivered by FATHER| | .' * 
AVILA in his Epiftles; whereof I have] : 


ſelefted the chief, and choice, and made 
[them ſpeak with our tongue; to theend,| |? 
that we may be the better taught, to bear| | - 
[thoſe burthens of affliction, which may|' ] :; 
otherwiſe prove too hard and heavy for | 
our ſoft ſhoulders of fleſh and blood. And vÞ | 
I am confidently perſwaded, that beſides 1 
the entertainment, which the reader will{ | 
find therein otherwiſe, for his delight and| | - 
| guſt; it will be impoſſible for him, tohave| | + -? 
ad, or have' a crofle of any kind, for| [0 
which he ſhall not here find ſtore of re- 2 
medies, and comforts brought to his hand. |} - 
So thatghe will owe a diligent, and devout| | 
reading to this Colle&ion; if not forthe| '| 3 
Author's or Tranſlator's ſake, yet atleaſt, | |? 


| for his own. 
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[that wee may {ce one another in heauen, where 


4 | ollefled, and which indeedeis the true! | 
frui wire; c;f9 
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Authonr to a deere freind of hz” He" 
Shewes how great blindeaes it 1s.10. 


| looſe eternall bli ie for remporall 
del: WE. 


- 


Z=e H E peace..of ; our 'Lord Ieſw 
( Sh Chriſt, be ever with you. I, retei- 
NA ued alerrer'of yours ſome, daies 
= ;| paſt, written in Sewill, whereof 
T=s though were very gladd,yet 
| chould I haue. xeioyced much 

ancite to be there to enioy your converſation, | 


which I haye foe long defared.l beſetch Chriſt, 


FR 


all our defires will be at an end; polleſling him 
who! is the true fulfilling of chem all. 4c ey? 


ke of thois temporall things , did not blinde our 
harts ; and hinder ys from the ſight of ſuch as 
are tteruall What an ill exchange doth hee 
\make', who Lodſes that: which. may.be Inte», 


Sir TI would extreamely dere, that the ſinoa- | 
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b char whichis is exteriour, ard whighis 
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linthe hands of her , whoe would haue robbed 
our Lord , that if our right eye be an uCcaſiento vs of 
rizhreye, is the loue which we carry towards 
goods,or honour, or life,or freinds;which, if by | 


the inordinate aboundance thereof, it be an oc- 
calionto vs of finne, wee are to eſtraunge our 


| from being well withrGod. There is noe ſuch} 


P- TS a 
. 


noe. better then the $hell, orcruſt, Woe be to | 
that man, who hath more care of his pon, | 


thenof his conſcience; and who puts the ſoule 
in hazard, to ſecure the life of his body. Nort| 


ſoc, & yqu men, not ſoe, but rather as ofeph did; 
;whoe to ſecure his chaſtity, left his yper garmet 


him of that treaſure.Itis the ſentence of Chriſt 


, | : 
frane , wee muſt pluck it out and caſt it from vs. The 


ſeluesfrom it, and'to cutt it of, leaſt otherwiſe} 
we bee{traunged from God. = | 


may not treade it vnder foote, if it hinder 'vs 


Wee muſt love nothing ſoe well, as that wee| 


thing, as holding freindſhip with that ſouerai- 
gne king, bur onely ſucha man as will confeſle, 
that heauen is had very cheape , though ir 
ſhould chance to coſt him his life. They who 
will thinke to comply both with their owne 
proper affe&tions,and with the loue alſo of our 
Lord,are mightily deceiued. For theis men loxe 
not God, bur ſve as they alſoe love many other 
things, whereas God will be loued, aboue them 
all. | 

O <errour of the ſonnes of men ; and who] 


| hath thus deceined them , and whoe ſhall & | | 


1 abte ro vnheovuile them? who hath pluckr onl 
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' [ſuggeſtion of vice,and in the diſpleaſure of out 
'{ Lord 2 Who ſhall be able co make thein vader- 


{ king riches in the firſt place, and vertue, inaſe- 
{| cond. Yea andif ir foe fallout, that both of 
chem cannot be kept , men are content to- be 


| men! and how bitterly would they weepe, | 


Is nor perhaps the freindſhip of God, whickis, 
;| obteyncd by the exerciſe of yertue, of moreva- 
| | [lew, then all the reſt of things, which can be 


ff God more wortby to be' deſired then thouſands o*| 


[muchas it is;thatſoe wemaynot thus for euer 


| | [*aem, bur they will needes be ſeeking aremedy 
againft rhat abufe. And yer they are very ready, 


» | iow » 
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their eyes to leadethem blinde-tould,ina cluge | 


{like another Sampſon , liuing according to 


. 


ed 


ſtand thar they are traungely deceiuedin. ſee- 


without vertue, ſoetharthey may not be with-/ 
| out money.. And thus put they light , 'into the 
place of darkenes; and darkenes intothat of lign; 
O thatour Lord would open the eyes. of thei; 


ſeeing how badd exchaungersthey had beene? 


wiſhed? Are not perkapps ihe commaundememns 


gold and filuer? where ſhall we finde a true paire | 
of ſcales to weigh euery thing our, for iuft as 


hucin lyes, 
Men fly as farre as they caun from being de- 
ceiued , in their temporall ſtates. Burt why fly 


my © ſome what els , which imports them | 
more? They complaine it they be coſened-in 
halfe the worth of any thing, which they areto | 
buy ; yea and there is noe meanes to appeale 


they not with greater diligence from being de-| 
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| ro looſe their ſoules for alittle gaine, or foran 
1 at of murmurring , or ſomeother ſinne, And 
| we-cannotſoc much as preuaile with them, to 
the:end that they may .haue ſome feeling of it, | 


andſay Iam decciucd, let ſoe greata wrong as 


: | this,beremoued. 


; /Thatſoule;O:men which you are looling, is 
more.worth then all that which can be giuen 
you , Jn exchaungethereof ; what doe you gett 


| by gayning itall, if you looſe your ſelues alone? 
| what:doth it-profitt you to_ſce euery body 
{ good, if withall your ſelues be wicked2.what 


dothie profitt you., to jun and growe great in 
point of fortune, with prejudice to your ſou- 


| les} and to be mighty in the fight of men, but 


nottobe acknowledged inthe light of God? 


when God will deſtroy all them whoe worke iniquity; 
and for what then will that ſerue, to which 
they haue moſt pretended heere 2 O day of gi- 
uingaccounte forall the daicsof ourliues, how 
lictieart thou conſidered , and therefore how 


| little art thou feared, And men, in the meane 
|-tyme runne, with the bridle looſe, and intheir 
| reeth , for the gathering of this little miſerable 
flower which ſoe- quickly Fades, and they, ſee 
| with their very eyes, that itis euen{lipping from, 


betyeene their fingers; and yer, there is neuer 


| ©: -Sirourtrue repo 


f 


. Ep. 1. | 


want of ſome body, who hath.a mindeto hould| 
| Ffaſbthis world , whillt ſtill iris flying ſpeedily] 
{from them. '. | 


SI ————I  — ——— 


ſc, andour kingdome,is not 


ad 


ts. a A 


PIE " 
| es Afi a. 
. I or HE WIT ® 4% - 8 1d. 2 the. - 1 <> or SY PTS Mi < > yo 


> [The day will come, infallibly ic will come, 


— 


_—— 


ww ww — Eo tdi. T 


#9 OF. OR... ME... 


—_ - 


_——w— 


EPISTLES. 
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to be had inthis world. Whartis this 
way from our owne houſes reaching tothe pla- 
| ce, where theeues deſire tocutt'our throates; 
ſince euery day we walke on-miore and more, 
and it is noe whetherels, but towards death. 


te, as that when he were to be conducted to 
execution,and that much haſt were vſed to dil- 


cladd; or who:in ſuchacaſe, would attend to 
buſy himſelfe about hearing ſome relation of 
the lives of others, or would delight himſelfe, 
with looking vpon ſome publick entertaine- 
ment and paſtime'? Or would put himſelfero 


weall doe, to thatreſting place of their graues; 


flyes out of a bowe, )doe yer detaine themſelues 
fooliſhly, ſome ypon fine cloathes;others, vpon 
a certaine paltry ſmoake of honour,and others, 
who grow angry at the hart, becauſe iuſt that 
| which they delire, is not done. And yer thoſe 
very ings which they deſire , are neither ſuch 


der them from falling into erernall miſery. 


 Erernity , and Eternitie of Tyme ? For ſoe haue 


" - A3 


lite, bur a: ' 


yea and running faſter thither , then any arrow] 


as helpe them to obraine true felicity , nor hin»! 


Whatin the name of God, is this which hath | 


| 


Now who would be ſoe abſurdly inconſideras | | 


patch him, thedelinquent ſhould yer , fall into| | 
great aflicis, becauſe he were not ſumptuouſly | 


ſtudy what the reaſon mighr be why men-pur | 
not of their hatts to him, with .a good grace? |' 
And yet how many doe wee ſee( through our} 
finnes ) depriued of all ſenſe, who ( gocing, as|' 


ſoeblinded vs, as that we ſhould make Tyme of | 
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| onearth , whoe paſſe through it,like ftraungers, 


-SPIRSTYALE: : Epi. 
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| men deſpiſed that eternall blifle , which God 
hath prepared for themin heauen, as if it were 
\ bur remporall ; and ſoc haue they lodged all their 
[ouevpon this tranſitory world, as if this were 
the thing which isefernall. How few are there 


as 5. Pere: faith we muſt; and who faſten their 
harts ypon the Future, as vpon their Cure, and | 


will, but our workes proclayme vs to be Cm. 


to be accommodated, and exalted heere, and fo 
rake noe care though we ſhould be bur as 


growne to be of opinion, that the kingdome 


*who take moſt paines,will finde that ſtill they 
baye enough todoe,& that ſtill they muſt con- 


or noe;and what then.wilt become of the rech- 
lefle perſon, but thar he will be ſure to looſe it? 
-Ouriife is a very match of wraſtling, and he 
' whoe wraſtles as the Apoſtle faith, mutt wholly 
vntye , and diſ-intangle himſelfe that he may 
gaine his crowne, Wee are running for a wager, 
and the Prize ;i5noe lefle then the Kingdome of 
heauen, Yet not all they , who runne, are to haue 


V/ hat a madd-man were hee,, who ſhould ſhac- | 
Kkle his feete, and then thinke that he were to 


| 


carry the Prize , which muſt be giuen to that 


4 en I 


true place of reſt} Let the tongue ſay whar it! 


ſtraungers in the next world, Perhaps we arc| 
p—_ may be'obteyned without any great| 


labour, or care. But the truth.is,thar euen they | 


tinue in doubt, whether it will ſerie the turne; 


| this Prize, but. they onely , 'who runne beſt, | 
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man whoe runnes a PACE, And it is notaleſle 


-abſurde ſtrange thing 4 that a man {houldien- 


ſnare his ſoule, with the heauy aflitiss of fleſh 


and bloud, which permitt him not to'flye vp, 
{ towards God, 
God commaundes that:to him who ſhould 


* 
- 


ſtrike thee, .vpon one of thy cheekes , thou 
ſhouldeſt turne the other; which is as much as 
to ſay ; that not onely thou muſt not reuenge 


thy ſelfe, for the iniury receiued, but that thou | 
art to keepe thy hart prepared, to endure an 
gther , ifir be given, and -{tillif another blowe |: 


be offered to tyrne the other cheeke; that is, to/pre-= 
pare thy {elfe for enduring iniuries, more and; 
more, inſuch ſort, that the other may beſoo- 
ner weary of docing ill, thenthou of ſuffering 
it, for thy goodnes is to be greater,then his mal- 
lice.But how then ſhall hee bee able, to make a 
{pcedy courſe in this way , who is fettered in 
the chaines of worldly Honour which requires 
that we reuenge the iniuries which are dane vs. 
For as S. Gregory ſaith , Noe man feeles the weight 
of dishonour, but be who loves bus owne honour. And 


therefore if this loue be nat laid a fide; how 


{hall we be euer able to ranne. _. * 


If God commaund that wee muſt rather dye |. 


then committ a mortall (inne, how ſhall we be 
able ro comply with his will heerein , if wee 


| caſt not of the chaynes of that inordinate loxe 


which we carry to this life. Covetouſnes 1s a Chaine, 

which permitts vs not to line in good neigh- 

bourhood with others, 6: is a Charne , Anger is 
/ — A 4 
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| hecontents himſelfe: thinkes that:God will al- 


liueſoe with God. 4 


-muſt beſtowe all thar hetharh, vpon the pur- | 
pThafd thereof, iefteeming himſelfemore happy | 
and rich in thisatone, then in all things els. A 
Than who hatha iminde to! gaine this kingdo- 
-mezts not bound ts os 

2bepgar, bur that which he needes is , that for |} 
.thelouc of this kingdome, hee cutr of all occa- | 


 ked'forvs. That man is naked , \oha houlds his 


| account of theſe YR as if he ha1 them nor; 
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4 Chaine and the l1weof our ſelues'is/4 F hame , and | 
roote of all thereſt, W hat a ſottiſh thing i is it 
thetecfore, for a man to thinke that hee, whoe 
aftects thoſe things which his owne will ſug- 
gelts,is able to runne that carriere, wherein the c 

tsof God miiſtrunne, and whe becauſe 


ſobecontented with 1 it, and who lining after | 
his owne fathion, will yet conceiue, that he may | 


 Away,away,lett vs awakeat laſt, for the lo- | 
urokGod lett vs'awake, before hell-fire awake 
vs;Anid lett vs-knowe, that the kingidome of God | 
4 bidden treaſure'; and that he who. findes it | 


ankrvpt, or to be, 


lionof inordinate (oe which he may carry to: 
riches,and to honour, and to a delicate and de- 
lightfull life, and in fmeto his owne proper wall, 


Chriit our lord will haue ys all naked, that foe | 
we may runne'on apace to him , who dyed na- 


life, and his hn»«r, laid ynder,and in ſubic&ion 
to tae will of Chriſt ; our Lord, docing what 
Chriit will,and not that, which is ſuggeſted by 


pleaſure, or honour ; is. who makes as light 


K® 
* % p 
- . . 


- | maunds and hee: obeyes ; God: directs and hee 


| ErLSTLES. " Ep..1. 
and is ready to caſt themall into a light fire, ra- 


Lord God, by committing ſoe much as one {in- 
ne. Andthough perhaps a man may attend''to 
the improuement of his eſtate ;it mult not be 
| for the loue, which he carryes to it; but becauſe 
God commaunds it. If be linezit muſt not be be- 
cauſe he loues life, as making thar the end*of 
his care;but he mult keepeit, for the ſernice of 
God; and ſooner throwe itaway, then offend 
him, If he bero aparell himſelfe, he muſt not 
take counfaile with vanity how he maybe 
eſteemed for his cloathes; but with the word of 
our Lord which commaundsthat we vie them 
not with ſuperfluity, butforthe ſupply of inſt 
neceſſity. Andſae this kinde of man, dothnort. 


himſclfe deſires; bur for that which God con 
| maunds. He layesall things, and himſelfe with- 


4 


| 


ſubmicts;and as the ſhadow followes the body; | 


{oe hee followes the will of God. - | 

- Theis are true ſonnes of Vbedience,to whome 
1t is promiſed ,; that they ball fit at the 1able of 
God; And that, as the true ſonne ſuffered by 
Obedience, and entred ſoe into his kingdome, 
{oe the adopted ſonnes muſt alſoe enter in, by 
the ſame meanes. There is noe coulour of rea- 


may hould God aboue his: head, God*com- 


ther then to goe againſt the freind{hip of our}, 


| hould himfelteto be his owne, but as onewho}. | 
belongs wholly to God. He cares not, for what 


all, to be trodden vpon, vnder foot; for foche | 


E* . 
ion why a man, for hauing obeyed the orders 
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of the Oreat Turke , ſhould goe ©” aske a re- 


ward of the Chrifttan Emperour ; and yet if hee |, 


thould it would be'eaſy to make him this an- 
ſweare, Let him pay you , whome you baue ſerued 


| And ſoe will God anſweare them, whoe lived 
heere in obedience to their owne, appetites 


when they ſhall aske him that reward of. 


glory. | 
Great thankes doe we owe to Chriſt our 
Lord, for hauing warned vs of this ſoe longe 
before, that ſoe if we will thinke thereon, we 
may not finde our ſelues deceiued by him, who 
ſoe deerely loued vs. His aduertifſement is this. 
Not euery one whoe ;aith 30 mee Lord, Lord, Shail en- | 
ter into the king dome of heauen ; but be shall enter in 
-who doth the will of my Father , who is in heauen.' 
What neede have wee of any more , ſince the. 
word of Chriit our Lord can neuer faile ? And 
who is that man, who will not awake with 
this, For the queition is not now, concerning 
any earthly kingdome , but the kingdome of 
heauen ; ſince noe man enters thither but he 
who thall haue done the will of God. Let this 
thereforc, be our ſtudy, let this be ourdiſcour- 
e, let vs counſaile men to this, and let vs in fine 
obſcrue vigilantly , if we doe any thing which 
carryes not true conformitic, with the will of 


1 
our Lord. And becauſe our owne watchfulnes 


will not ſuffice, lett vs call vpon our Lord, that 
hee may aſſiſt vs, Let vs acknowledge our 
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owne miſery, and let vs cordyally implore his 
mercie, Our lord who mult helpe vs is noe 


—— 
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indeede knock & call vpon him, infallibly he | 
would anſ,ycarc & open to vs, And he knocks | 
ngeee; who Knocks both by prayer, & by the 
practiſe of vertye. And he ſhall be heard when 
lhe calls, who'was content to hearken to his 
| 55 £2O0S , when he was called vpon by him; 

and whoe afliſted him in his nece{lities, and | 
who pardoned his errours, and who neither did, | 
ill to him , nor refuſed patiently to ſuffer ill 
| from him. - . 2 | 
Thus the gefleration of them who ſeel;e our Lord, P/al. 
4nd they Shall finde him. Let ys therefore goe, | 13. | 
ant] runne this carriere, For happy are thoſe la- 
bours, which are endured for the obteyning 
of this Crowne. And they ſhall ſoone paſſe away, 
but their reward is to laſt for euer.. Let vs lay 
vp our treaſure there, It will be highly enough 
{for vs, to pofiefle God andiet vs not lodſe our 
| tyme, for it was not giuen vs to be loſt, Bur tet 
'vs liue, tothe end that we may euer liue; and | 
ſoc wee ſhall paſſe on, fromcontumely to gto- | 
| ry, from pouerty to plenty, from banithmenteo 
| our owne country , which we ſhall pofleſle 
through the etermues of all eternittes. Amen. 
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A letter to a gertaine perſon,, Wheretn 
# treated of the Loue of God tow- 
arads man, and of that Which hee s 


wont to doe towards the releife of 


our miſerie. 


T HE Infant Teſws whoe was borne for our 
good , make you partaker of the bleſ- 
ſings, which he brings, lince he tooke thoſe 
miſeries ypon him to which we were ſubjeR; 


1I beſeech him to giue youthart liuely fire of his 


loue, wherein you may barne vp with a quick 
flame; ſince to kindle this loue in ys, he came 
into the world ; ſoe poore, and foe froſen with 
cold. How much:more cold this Infant ſuffers, 
ſoe much more warme doth hecloath our harts 
towards the loueof him. Andby how much 
the-more , we loue him, ſoe much the more 
doe we deſire to ſuffer for him. For loue flyes 


whileſt others are ſeeking for libertie, and de- 


| light, he whoe loues abhors this, and deſires 


to be eternally a ſlaue,and to be cuer labouring 


for whome he loues. 


I pray you tell me, who conſtrayned Al- 


mightie God to become man? noe other thing 


” 
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fromtaking eaſe; as from thing which is very | 
| contrary ta the intention and end thereof. For | 
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but onely Lowe: Who conftrayned him ( lince | 
there was noe remedy, but that he would be- | 
| come man ) that he muſt needes be borne in 
ſoe hard and foe bitter a tyme of the yeare, and | 
ina country where he was a ſtraunger,and in- 
;| Reede of a houſe, that it muſt needes be in a ſta- 
{| ble; andallthis in ſoe great pouertie, and baſe- | 
nes, that he well deſerues compaſſion at our | 
| hand. Certainely noe other thing but Lowe | 
| could haue brought him'as it were,all bound | 
| from heauen, tothe moſt pure wombe of our 
| Blefled Lady, and from that wombe, it brought 
{ him to that hard manger, and fromthence, to 
many other afflictions , and ſoc at laſt to the |] 
Þ Croſſe, where louing vs with much truth of 
loue, he procured that we. might truely loue | | 
| aim, as himſelfe had ſaid before. 1f 1 be exalted | jy, 
{| rem the earth, I will draw all things vp to my ſelfe. [num.z1, 
E j Exalting from the earth, ſignifies to dye ypon the | 
| Zroſſe as he did. And then drew he all things to 
-himſelfe , by meanes of 'that mighty loue, ; 
which he kindled in the hart of man. For, loo- | 
kihg towards this true loucr, ſome haue beene 
content to forgett their countries, and to liue | 
in continuall pilgrimage;othersto forſaketheir | 
eſtates, and to liue in pouerty; others haue offe- | 
red themſelues to ſeuecrall afflictions, yea andgo- 
| dearh ir ſclfe,defiring ratherto ſuffer for Chriſt | 
our Lordghen to bedelighted any way. bue in | 
Him. And let his mercie be praiſed for euer,for | 
that amongit them , whoe through the noble 
loue of the Crucifix haue forgotten: all their \ 
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| well protected vnder a mantle which 1s both 


TE 


| you from your-enemies, and from your ſelfe, 
| whoe are the greateſt enemie you haue ; and | 


Os Fane. 
| much loue in him, as ſerued to make him $shut 


| you ſhall firſt haue tolde mee, why the fire bur- | 
nes; and why the ſunne ſhines ; arid why the 


fortunes and themſclues withall , your ſelfe is 
growne to be one, not of your ſeife, but by him 
whoe workes his owne glarie in you, And | 
therefore he will not leaue you in the weake 
hands of your ſelfe alone, {ince he, & not you, 
begin the worke, 

You therefore my good lady , may well re- 
iloyce, you may reioyce in God, fince you are 


ſoe ſoft, and ſoe fironge. Stronge to defende 


ſoft or ſweete ro comfort you in' your aflic- 
tions ; and ro- feele them , as-if they were his 
owne, andto giue you part of his hart , which 
is ſoe greately wounded with-loue for you. 
How could our Lord hauc expected &drawne,, 
or guarded ; or fuſteyned you, if he had not 
loued you with gteat truth of loue? How is it; 
poſſible that your ſinnes would not haue pro- 
uoked him to wrath, if there had nar beene as 


— 


his eyes towards them, and to open them tow- 
erds rhe doeing you fauour ? 

But you will ſay, How come Ito be ſoahappie, 
as that the erernall k ing Should lone mee , and for | 
that reaſon should endure mee, and doe mee ſue much 
oo0d inſteede of il T will an{weare you , when | 


— dewed with his owne nature. And if you ſay 


water refreſhes ; and why euery thing is en-| 


| 
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the fire burnes becauſe it is fire, ſoe doe I alfoe 
rellyou , that becauſe God is God , therefore | 
doth hee loue ys freely , and {hewes mercy to 
ſuch as deſeruec it not. ; þ 
Our pride hath nothing, noe it hath nothing, | 
whereof to glory; but the ſhame, and ditbo- 
nour, muſt be ours, and the honour his. The | 
| 2004 wee may enioye ; bur the glorie muſt be | 


: Infant was borne ; Glory be to God wn the heauens, 

ard prace ta men of good witl, Lett vs giuerhe 

glory to the Lord of vs all, for the mercies 

which we hane receiued at his hand. Glory w*) 
| 


| much power, fromthe hands of them,to whos | 
' me we had delivered ourſelues , with ſog-miſe- | 
{ rable a reſolution. Glory be to. him, whoe drew 
| vs to grace wee being out of his grace; and 
who ſuftaines vs, and crownesvs with'mercy, 
andwith many mercies, and whoe giues vst0 
vnderſtand , that hee will finish that in vs, | 
; which hee hath begunne. For he is wont to 
| hauc the. charge and care of any bulines , to 
whome the honour muſt reſult; and he whoe 
reapes the honour, muſt be content to takethe 
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will be glorified in vs,and will take the honour 
of our victerie-to himſelfe, he will alſoe take 
the care of our combatt, and hee will enable vs |} 
to paſle through it to him; and willtye vs to 
| himſelfe, with ſoe ſtronge a knorr of loue, that 
neither life, nor death, ſhall divide vs. | 


to him, becauſe he harhdeliuered vs with foe}. 


care, Andnow lincethis Blefſed Lord of ours, | 


| 


. 


| his. | For ſoe the angells ſunge when the bleſſed. a; 
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_ He will enable vsto lookevpon himſelfe 
' | with open eyes; and to shutt them towards: 
all orher things .;.and be will imprint himſeife | 
ſoc faſt vpori our harts, that, for the loue and 
memory of him, wee ſhall forgett not onely all 
other things ; but our yery ſclues alfoe. Thi: 
will he doe, whoe is ſoe pittious,& ſoc power- 
full, and his name is holy , and heeit is; waoe 
loues vs morethen wecan either ſay,or thinke. 
For his workes exceede all created. ynderitan- 
ding. To him be glorye for the eternitie of ali 
eternities; Amen, 

As for that which you aske mee; coricerning 
| my health, it goes ill with mee, finceI am vn- 
| worthy of ſficknes. For if I were not very vn- 
worthy , our Lord would not haue taken my | 
' painefrom mee, ſoc ſoone ; as he hath taken |] 

it. And as for thereſt of your letter ; I anſweare | | |] 
that a great fire, by how much the more it is | | [ 
ſbutt vp and concealed, foe much the hotter ir | 

burnes. Chriſt our Lord make you his true and | | 
 faithfull diſciple,that ſoe you may,in ſome ſort 
correſpond to that vnſpeakeable and diuine | 
loue :of- his , as I cordially deſire of him for ſ 
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A letter to a reuerend and religious pers! 


perfett loue of God; and repreſenting 


thereof. | 


I\leſus Chriſt is not pleaſed that, atthisty- 
me, ſhould be where 1 might enioy the com- 


r—_ , for itisa hard thing for vs to endure 
tobe digided:from the (perſons whome-wee | 
loue.: And itevery truth Idid neuer foe much 


now,For I conceiue, that it might haue proved 
by-one thatloues, allthings are well taken, I 
Will ſpeake a little:to-you in-abſence, till our 
Lord ordaine that wee may be-preſent. 

; Sir I much defire that we may ſeeke God 
'who is our totall Good, and that, nor after any 
ordinary manner, burlike ſome one whoeſee- 
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'* ſon , encouraging bi 10Wards the|/ 


zo him ſome meanes for the obteyning | 


- Euerend father, Pax Chrifti..Since'our Lord 


unicationof your lſelfe, andof thoſe my Mai=-] 
iſters the Collegialls, as I had wiſhed, lett his 
name be bleſſed for all, and in the meane'tyme| 
{muſt endure ic with patience. Whereits yer, | 
{'meethinks; Iſhall nor be:performing @ fmall| 


defire to be aſliſted by you in ſome things: as/ | 


greatly to the ſernice of our Lord. Bur yer ſince | 


kesagreat treaſure, which is much eſteemed, 
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and for loue whereof he ſells all that hee is 
worth ; accounting himſelfe rich in poſleſſing 
that a lone , inſteede of many other-things, 
which he had before. | 

| ,OGod,so Lord, 6 thou the true repoſe of the 
moſt interiour part of our ſoules ; and when 
{hall wee beginn, Lſay nottoloue thee, bur at 
leaſt todelire tg loue thee 2 WhenlT ſay hall we 
conceiueadelireof thee, ſuch a one as may be 


worthy of thee When thall veritie be able to | 
preuaile more with vs, then yanity 2 beauty, | 


rhen deformity ? repoſe, then reſtles care? the 


Creatour who isſoe richly full, and all-ſufi-| 


cient, before thecreature, whoe is ſoe very em-. 
pty, and poote?-Deare Lord, and whoe , at 
length, will open our eyes, thatwe may knowe 
thatthere is nothing out of thee, which either 
hath any countenance init ſelfe , or is able to, 


give any true contentment to vs! ? . who will| 
make ſome little diſcouery of thee to vs; that| 
| ſoebeingallenamored'of thee, wee may goe,] 
| may runne,may flye,and may remaine eternally, 


with thee? 101 5: | 558 
Woe be to vs, for wee are extreamely farre. 
from God, and wee are in ſoetittle paine for. 


thatdiſtance;as that weecan ſcarce be ſaid toſf 


feele it. What is becomeof the ptofound, and 
tender ſ1ghes of thoſe ſoules, which had taſted! 
once of God, and were afterwards eſtraunged a 
little from him +-what is become of that holy 
affection, wherewith Danid ſaid: If I 5hall gine 
leepe to mineeyes , or lumbering to myne eyelids, til 
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ſee him not onely wounded, byr killed by it, 


. 
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' I haue found 4 houſe wherein our Lord may dwell, | 
And this hone wee our ſelues are, when weedef- 


troy not our felues; by {catrering our harrs ypon 


of one delire, and of one louc, and then iris, 


ſe of God, 


afhrmed the cauſe of our tepidity to be this, 


ye hunger or ſaciety. And fo wee are neither 


hungry afrer God, nor ate wee entirely ſatisfied 


things; being neither heere; nor there,full of dul- 
nes; and diſcouragement;& without all raſte of 
ſpiritt,and-fitrto cauſe ayomitin hisſtomacke, 
who likes not-ſeruants who are Luke warme, bug 
defires rq haue.them inflamed, with the. face: of, 
loue. This fire him(elfe brought into the world, 
and delires nothing bur that it may, buxne ;,and 


ne, and was conſumed vypon the Croſſe, like that 
redd Cow, which was carried out of the campe, 
And this he did of ſert purpoſe, to the end that 
wee, taking of that wood of the Crofle ypon 


wounded by the ſweete dart of loue, ſince wee 


variety of chings, bur recollect-them tothe ynity: | 
that we finde our {elues,and are indeede the, hows. | 

For my part, I beleeue, thathe ſaid true who | 
That he who hath nor caſted: yert of God, doth | 


not knowein very deede waz it is, either to.ha- | 


by creatures; but we remains; ag certaine frozen | 


to the end that itmay doeſoe, himſelte did bur- |þ 


* we -<owomxw 


our {elues, might make a fire, and might warme | 
our ſclues, and keepe correſpondence with foe | 
greata louer, with fome loue of gurs, conlides | 
| ring how iuſt a thing it is, that we should be | 
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1Itis bur reaſon that wee betaken by the louc 
of him, who wasraken thereby for vs;& deliue- 
red onet for our ſakes, into ſuch beree hands, 
[Lett vsenter intothar priſon of his loue ſince 
he'entred into. the priſon of ours, and thereby 
- was made as tame, as any lambe, 'before them 
"who treated him foe ill. And this priſon was 
that, which made him remaine quiet ypon the 
Croſſe For more ſtrange, and rude, were thoſe 
our, and priſons of his lone, then the nailes and 

ropes which reſtrayned his perſon; Theſe later, 
laying hould butvpon his body 1, bur his Joue 


| | betngthiat which ſerzed his ſoule. And therefore 


kerrout harrs be tyedby his loue (thartye of ſal- 


| uation)and lett vs not feſ reſuch liberty,as may 


caity'vs ont of hisprifon.” For as keis yery ill in 
keafth" who is not wounded , and'made fick of 
Bis logt * Toe is he very ill at” liberty , who isnot 
reſtrayned i io thatprifon, Lett vsnow reſtit him 
;noelonger, let vs yeildourſclues conquered by 
bis" aries; which are his benefits \ whereby he 


' procures to kill vs, that ſoe we:may euer liue 


| 


with him; He deſirestoburtie vs vÞ, that ſce the 


old man who was conforme to Adi being c6ſumed}; 


the new; man who is conforme to Chrift our Loyd. may 
riſe againe byleue.' He deſires to melt our hardnes, 


to thre end that as vpor mettall which is made! 


liquidby heate, that forme is imprinted which is 
deſired by rhe worke-man; ſoe wee ( being ſoft- 
ned by that love , which makes ys melt by hea- 
ring our beloued ſpeake to vs)may be ready, 


L without all Ur eng that ſoe Chriſt our Lord 
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{ Chriſt our Lord, as he loued vs; ad deliuered 


| our owae lofles trouble vs , but the loſſes of 
God, which are the ſoules who depart from him, 
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pleaſing to him, Now that figure, which he de- 
fires to1mprint, is noe other then that of Loye,For 
Chriſt eur Lord is very Lone it ſelfe; & he comaunded 
that we should lone one another, as helowed vs. And S. 
Paule tells vs, that we mult foe be in loue with 


himſelfe vp-for vs. Soe that vnleſſe we love, we 
arevolike him ; our countenance hath noe re- 
ſemblanceto his, but we are poore, yaked, blin= 


which is the ſpirituall cure of our ſoutes. For 
the ſoule without loxe is tuſt ſuch a thing as the 
body is, withour the ſoule, 

Let vs therefore love, and we shall liue, let vs 
love and we shall grow like God ; nay we shall 
wound him, whoeis to be wounded by lowe a7 
lone. Lett vs love and all things sball be ours, fin 


that loue God 5hall prone well in all tbings. If we 
loue this love , lett vs apply the axe of diligence, 
co the roote of our owne ſelfe-loxe, and ſoe bring 
this enemy of ours to the ground. What haue we 
of our ſclues!let vs hedge our ſeluesin God, and 
make noe account atall of any thing els. Let not 


may imprint vpon vs, what figure svall be molt 


de.deafe, and dumbe, and dead, For louea lone, is | 
| that which quickenes all things, and ſove 15 that, 


ce they areall ro ſerue vs, as it is written, They | 


And becauſe it isa hard thing,for a manto leaue; 
to love himſelfe, let vs ſhed many reares, where- 
by it may be made eaſy for vs, to dig vp this 


earth. Ler vs groave out to God, fromthe very | 
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| wetake nor vp thoſe five lodgings, in that high 


profoundelt of our harts, for our teares doe euen | 
wound almighty God \thongh they be ſoe wea- 
ke, and ſoft ,andrhough he be &mnipotent. 

| Lett vs entercaine good thoughts , for as 
Dauid faith ; My thought ts 4 very fournace, Burt 
aboue all let vs place, our {elues, and not come. 
quickly out againe, but make our habication,in 
the woundes of Chriſt our Lord, and particu- 
larly in his ſacred (ide. For there his hart being 
deuided and peirced for vs , will recciue ours 
into it, and foe it will grow e warme, through 
the oreatnes of hisloue. For whoe can remaine 11 
re, ave wer growe warme, at leaſt to ſome pro- 
portion? O chat we could dwell there, and how 
happye should we be therein? what is the rea- 
ſon that we depart thence ſoe ſoone ? Becauſe 


mountaine of the Croſſe, where Chriſt our "= 
was transfigured :ndertls , though not towards 
beauty , but towards deformitie. baſenes and 
dishonour : which lodgings are oranted tovs; 
nay we aredctired to take them, though thoſe 
other three rabernacles which S. Peter defrred, 
were denyed to him, 

If ſomelittle ſparke of rhis fire be kindled 
in our harts, let vs take great care , that the 
windeblowei not out, finceir is oe lictle. Let 
vs couer it with the aching of humilicie , let vs. 
hould our peace and hide it, and foe we hall 
finde it ſtill alive. And we muſt, dayly add ſom 
wood to it, as God commaunderh his Preiſts to 


doe. And that ſignifies to vs the doeing of goo] 
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our harts, andthen shutt che doore, thar be v&+ 
tyre not thence. Let vs dycto all vilivle things, 


 lince we haueliued:ſoe longe. according toe 
| old man. Let vs be growing in knowledge and | 
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workes: and the not looſing of any tyme , and, 
aboue all things , we muit approach ro the true 
fire which may kindle and enflamevs, and this 
is leſs Chriſt our Lord, inthe Bleſſed Sacrament. 

Let vs open the mouth: of our ſoule, 
which is our deſire , and let vs goe all ga» 
ping towards the fountaine of living water, for 
ſoe withour doubt, if we take hony into our 
mouths, we $hall haue ſome taſte thereof, And 
in fine if the fire bein our boſome, ic will heate 
vs. But both before andafter we communicate, 
we muſt yſe ſomepreparations, and reflections; 
and there cannot be any' better ;. then a-liuely 
Faich , that we goe- then to recciue 1e/45 Chriſt 
our Lord ;- together withi/aconſideration, and 
loue of his paſ#:0v, ſince that miſterie wasinſli- 
tuted, in memory thereof; Being thus refreshed,, 
lett vs then prouide our ſelues for our commu» 
nicating the next tyme'aftex:For he whoe anely 
prepares himſelfe, for the preſent tyme , shall 
(eldome finde himſelfe well prepared. 

Let vs therefore runne after God, for we may | 
be ſure enough, that .he. will not fiye from vs. 
He is nayled vpon the Crolle, and infallibly.we 
Shall inde him there, Let vs conveigh himjgto: 


lince there will come a tyme , when we:mylft 
leaue them perforce. 79% | 
Let vs renew our ſelues in newnes, of {pirit; 
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within our ſelues, expecting Chriſt our Lord 
there; who enters when the gates'are shurt, ro' 


P/al. 9. 
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| ſes ts calme-it ſelfe. But then on the other ſide, 


| trouble which this continuall warre gives ve, in 


loue of Chriſt our Lord, who is the ſoueraigne |, 


good, Andall this is to be obteyned by humble 
prayer , and perſcucrant endeauour. More is 
receiued into the ſoule from without the ſoule, 
then doth proceede of the ſoule. It is more for it 
to be moued anddi{poſed, then to workewhen 
that is done, And therefore let vs remoue all, 
impediments, and compoſe our owne harts 


wiitand comfort his Diſciples ; and ſoe without: 
doubt, he willcome-to vs. For Danid faith of; 
huns Osr Lord beard the deſire of the poove , and bu, 


eaves harkened to the preparation of bis hart. And; 


fince Chriſtour herdis principally he who muſt 
workethisinxswehauenocreaſontodiſtruſt,' 
but takingiconrage and confidence in ſuch' a; 
conduQor as he is; letvs beginne to. runne that, 
courſe with'feradur;which endsnor,bur inthe 
obreyning of God.” © {12th 1 

And fone cannotſoe ſoone, make our harts: 
as fubieQ to vs as we would, lert vs yet endure 
it with patience, t{l-/God yiſe wp'and:ſoe our ene- 
mies may fall, and nll he aWwake,and commannd this 


his exprefle pleaſure is, that we haue confidence! 
16 him, even in the greateſt temptations, yea 
chough our little barkes should be vpon the 
very point to ſincke. _ 

Let vs not therefore be diſtarbed -, or diſ- 
mayed, Let ys not put others to paine, for the 
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threatning that we {hail be overcome, The! 
day will arrive , when God will put this coun- 
try of ours into peace when wee shall ſleepe, 
without any body by to wake vs. And now, 


{reſurreftion of our Lord ; andſoe we shallin- 
|ioye both a good lent, and azoud Eaſter. 


| my Maſters your Collegwlls, and I recommend 


{meaſure, Thatſoe at theday of iudgment, we 
may know well how to «nſweeare ; and that we 


and for:cuer be inpoſleſſion of him. Our Lor 
Teſusremaine,cuer withyou. Amen, | 


fince this peace cannot be obteyned yet, it wili 
be a better courſe for vs, to goe ſweating and 
ſtriuing to roote out our paſhi6s, then ro.keepe 
our ſelues-in eaſe , and to content our ſ{clucs 
with leading a tepid life, for the auoyding of 
that paine'which the ſeeking of perfection 
would put.vs to,Burifirlt lett vs vtterly diſtruſt 
ourſelves, and.confide in God, and let vs be: 
cinneinthename, and power of the omnipo-, 
tent.” And this begining of ours shall be bzmr- 
lite, which is figured inthe asbes that we take; 
and our end ſhalbe love, which is figured in the 


Intthe meane tyme I kifle the hands , of all 


my ſelfe to their prayers. And fay you to them 
.inmy name,thar 1 beſeech them that we-may 
loue both God, and our neighbours , 1n great 


may be made doctours, & be recciuedinto'the 
Colledge of the Avgells, and Saints, where we 
Shall euer,ſtudy the booke of life, which is:God 
himſelte, who will for ever ſtand open before 
our eyes,that we may knowe Fhinn, OurLork 
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A Letter of the Anthoy to 4 certaine lady, Hee 


shewes;how the hunger of our bart cannot be (a 

n15fied but by the ſpirit of our lord, who that hee 
may lodge himſelte therein, requires that it bee 
free from all affeftion to creatures, And how, 
tepid and neghigent perſons greiue that ſpirit, ©& 
bow the Feaſt of the holy Ghoſt is a very good 
preparation for the Feaſt of Corpus Chiſti 
which followes. 


C 


ADAM , I defire to know how your 
tyme, 


hart ſtandes affeted -at this 
For if wee looke to the weeke , wherein 

wee are, it is belonging to the holy Ghoſt, 

whoſe property is to giue light to the vnder- | 
ſtanding, and to infuſe loue into the will ; and 
cuenſtrength into the body alſoe, by meanes of 
| which three loaues of bread , we ſhall haune fo- 
me what to ſet before our freind, who comes 
hungry,and weary from the high way. For the 
hunger thatour hart feeles(which walkes as ir 
were out of it ſelfe whileſt it imployes it ſelfe 
vpon creatures )this holy Ghoſt is wont to take |: 
away,and to giue vs the bread of fulnes, and ſa- 
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\risfation. And woe betovs, if we feele nor 
that great defe , which, is in things cteated; 
and if we conn nor our ſ{elues to ood 3 10 our 
very harts; at leaſt now when they are weary, 
with finding imperfeCtions, & wants, in thoſe 
things, wher ein we hoped that they might ob-, 
taine : repoſe. 

O my deere God, and when ſhall we main- 
raine our ſoules is perfect faith and puritie 


uing him our loue, all intyre, and wholly free, 
fn mingling it ſeife with the baſenes of cre- 
atures2 W hen thall webe able to vnderitand 


not enough, that we haue tr yed ſo often by ex- 
perience , how ill the world is wont to ſerue. 
Vs; and chan our ſoule could neuer finde any 
true repoſc or peace, bur onely when coming | 
to knowe her owne miſery , and poorenes , it. 
went to God , and wasimbraced by him. Is 
not one of thoſe ſhort firts of tyme more worth 
then their whole life, who ſacrifice themſelnes 
tovanitie, and to the confulion of this 1 igno- 
rantworld, wherein they live? Or ſhall it not 
now at lengrh bee tyme to ſaye to ail things 


[created , | kuow you not, that'joe I may prouide 4 


cleane and readyplace , for the reception of him, wb» 
created you all of nothing ? 


towards thee , and be lincerely loyall to Teſw: | 
Chit our Lord: , whoisthe ſpouſe thereof, gi- | 


this truth, that he who tis to owne our ſoules, 
is Chriſt our Lord, and that he created vsfor' 
himſclte, and that he onely is fitt for vs 2 Is it 


I am extreamely glad , that we hane ro doc: | 


} 
| 
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with a Holy ghoft, whichis ſoe very ».ty, as that 
he would not come cuen to the diſciples them| 
{clues of our Lord, tilleuen his ownepretious 
body were taken our of their {izht, That ſo 
| we may know the condition of this holy ſpi- 
rit tobe ſuch, as that we mult prouide a tem- 
 plefor it where noe other thing may dwell , or 
| els it will not enter there. And I am highly 
glad, that you by the grace of this /pirit, will 
haue prepared your ſelfe ; and that you will 
haue recciued him, and that you, and he, are 
well content with one another, Reioyce you| 
with this Holy ghoſt, for he is loy itfelfe. And 
Eph.4.| remember , that the Apoſtle S. Pasle requires 
| vs, not to contriftate the holy ſpirit of God , wwereby 
| Pee a7C marked out, for the day of redeption, which 
is of the indgment of the latter day, 
| Hecontriltates this Sy1911, whoe with adull| 
and deiected hart, goes faintly and negligently | 
| about his ſeruice; & whoedoth things, which 
diſpleaſe this moſt ſoucraigne guelt , who as 
himſelfe is fire , ſac will be haue his feruant 
Full of feruour, and rgguires that he goe about 
his worke , with greac life. And that he ener 
>ecalting on the wood of good workes , and 
blowing it with holy thoughts, that ſoe this, 
celeſtiall fire, may nat.be QUEenc hed in vs,fince 
| our very life confilts in keeping it aliue, And 
ſoeif we maintaine this fare in vs,it will main- 
raine vs in him, though yet {till it ve true, that 
ne firſt giues vs that, which afterward we giue|] , 
| to him. So that, inthis reſpect , your lady{hip 
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will haue beene fedd at a goodtable, this wee- 
ke;ince you will haue celebrated, the Feaft of 


the v.ly 2b}, not according to flesh and blood, 


| 


but you will haue.celebrated'ir, in Spirit, ac- 
cording to the aduice of our Lord , who requi- 
res to be Spirirually adored. *** 

| Lett vs now conſider how.it ſtands with 
you, concerning theſent 8& odour of the Feſti- 
He , of the Body of our Lord, which is now 
'neereat hand. For it will be an extreameſha- 
me, for a Chriſtian hart, not to hunger znd 


kt it ſelfe arriue ; fance the three kings thoſe 
ſe men of the Gheſpeli, had a ſent of it ſo farre 
of ; yea and the Prophetts, and Patriarcks. had 
| the like a longe tyme, before his Incarnation. 
What more happy newes can there be, then ro 
ſee Chriſt our Eofd, paſſe amongſt vs in out 
{treetes, and through our hands communica- | 
ting, and conuerſing with men? And to baue 
| him ſett before our Eyes; o& tO inde him (who- 
me neither the whole earth, nor allthe heauens 
can comprehend ) ſhut within the narrow 
cuttaineof the accidents of bread , and afterall 
this, to make his entrance intoour ynworthy 


Take hcede you heare not tHfis newes with 
deafe eares;but awake your hart, and require it, 
to be very attentiue to ſoe great a fauour, and 


asthey doe, whoe vſe to content themſelues 
with the talke and tumult of grear Feltmities, | 


 alpire, toward this holy bread, before the Fefti= | 


Iobn, 


worke of God ; and that it inſtantly caſt vp, 
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wharſocucr other mearte it may haue == 


lowed; that ſoe being full of hunger, it may 


grow all full,of this celeſtiall oread, where vpon 


the Angells feede. And bid it be ſure, to watch 


now that ſoe it may not then fall aſleepe. Anc 
lince it is theworke of the holy Gh:ft you mult 
begg grace, whereby you may beabie to finde 
the effe of that Feaſt of the-body of our Lord, 
i hich was conceived by the ſame holy Ghoft. And 
foe when that Feaſt of his woft baly body ſhall 
be come, the Holy Ghoſt will alſoc come with 
it; becauſe the Holy Gboſt deſcended into the 
world ,, through the meritts of Chriſt our 
Lord. And when his Body ſhall be giuen vs, | 
we {hall receiue. the holy Ghoft, together with 
it; according tothe rate of that good diſpoli- 
tion , which we ſhall haue. Soe that one 
Feſtimity mult helpe and be a preparation for 
another ; and muſt giue ys hunger to feede 
vpon the fruite of the other, For it is not 
heere as it happens in the banquets of this|| 
world ; W's are made by flelh and bloud, 
Where they whoe: haue fedd full , at noone 
haue noe minde at all to their meate at night; 
But the foule goes feeding with a freſh appe- 
tite , from one Feſtivitze to another ; and ſoe 
that 3 iS accompliſhed , which God promiſed; 
The threashing of your corne shall laſt ull you got 
to vintage end till the new time of ſiede , and you| 


| +hall eate your bread in aboundance. 


The goodnes. ef God bebleſſed, which ſoe| 


liberally prouides for vs; and chat, .not in any 
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meane faihion , but by giuing his very ſelfe to | 


vs. Theſonneis-giuento ys, and the Holy Ghoſt 
for his ſake; andrtheſe :wo perſons; giuing them- 


 ſclues ;the father cannot chooſe bur be alfoe 
{ given, In fine the Father , the Sonne and the 


Holy Giſt are ours, Wee already begin, euen 
heere, that mutuall contra, which we areto 
erfe&t in heauen, Let vs giue him humbly 


thankes, for his mercies. Lett ys prepare our 


ſelues for the receauing of new ftauours and 


with harts exalted aboue theearth, ler ys cele- 
brate the Feſtivities of heauen, to the end that 
| we may paſle from theſe temporall Ioyes ; to 


thoſe eternall, wherein I humbly kefcech our 


Lord that you may oneday ſee your ſelſe, 


Amen, 
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4 letter of the Authouy to 4 ; Virgin lady, 
Who ahed of him what. Charitte 


ritic, which sþe ts to hane to God and 


haue t in heauen. -, 


F 
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pre ov T ſpouſe of Chriſt our Lotd; ; you 
aske mein your letter, what Charite is; to 
the end that you may guide your whole life the= 
reby. For the ſaying of the Apoſtle $, Paule is 
true , and whatſoever wee doe without Charitie 15 


hodyes inio the fire. Your demaunde is very 
reat,and I could wilh, that theſame Apoſtle S, 
ear whole ſentence moued you to as\.e me 
the queſtion, might enable me alſo to make the 
anſweare, ForI know not what greawer thing 
thenthis, you could haue asked mee, ſince the 
fublime parte of all our chriſtian religion, con- 
fiſts in it. And as the ſame Apottle ſaith , He who 
lines according to 1t, 15 a fulfiller of the + ble law, 
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was. He anſweares ro her demannde; | 
gud shewes-her the Loue, and Cha- | 


| her neighbours, heere on: earth, by that | | 
- love and charitie, which the James | 


notinng worth , though wee should deliver our |' 
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chem, is impure. Andthe difference doth ongly 


or 


| | de of earth,expreſle of that which is onely vſed 


| my ſelfe inallchings. See how much. Foreuen 


| God, wee doe foe —— our ſclues,that 
many tymes wee performe them for our owne [| 
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Lord, muſt beſeech the holy ghoſt, whoſe proper 
attribute is Lowe, that he will teach, and write 
that thing in your hart, whereof you aske, as 
he taughtit ypon the day of Pentecoſt, when hee 
infuſed it, into the harts of his Apoſtles, For 


ouage,and foe as there is none but he, = 
For alas! what can my tongue which is ma- 


with perfection in heauen, This is a celeſtial 
language, and they whoe ſpeake it perfectly, 
are the bleſſed ſpirits, whith attend to nothing 
els, but truly to loue our Lord God, with all 


is, that they ſhall loue. How ſhall I be able to 
ſpcake to you of that Loze, which is ſubie@to 
noe intereſt, and is accompanyed with noefel- 
te-loue ; and lookes towards noe other marke, 
and aymes at noe other ſcope, but onely God? 


ther Adam hath left all wrapped vp in mine 
owne intereſt, and who apply my ſelte,to.ſecke 


in thoſe things, which concerne the ſernice of 
intereſt, or end. And — the workes them- 
ſelues be holy,yet the loue wherewith wee doe 


conlilt in this; that when wee ſeeke our ſehaes 


their ſtrength, and all that which his pleaſure] 


How I ſay, ſhall I ſpeake of it, whomemy fa-| 


by euill workes , our Love runnes through 4 
conduit of clay; 8& when we fceke our (clues 
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know , that this is the true teacher of this lan-| © - 
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by good workes, it runnes indeede through 
a coduir of gould, but in fine it runnes towards 
our felues.I beſeech ourtrue do&tour Feſ#s Chriſ 
4 our Lord , ( whoeuer ſought the hononrof his Fathez, 
and whoſe lone abaſed him to this world-, not 
for the accompliſhing of his owne will, but his 
who ſent him ) that he will vaty my tongue, to 
the end that1 may tell you ſome 'part 'of that 
which you demaunde, For certainly, if your 
good deſire did notoblige me to lett you know 
what I haue read, my -poorenes would oblige 
mee to hould my peace. | 

And now. to:the end that you mightbettet 
vnderſtand,, what Charitieis ; and how you maj 
eucr goe, imployed therein, I could with you 
knew , ſome at of that Lowe , which thel' 
Bleſſed ſpiritts haue in heauen, to theend that 
you may know thereby , wherein true Chart 
doth conſiſt, For how much ncerer we ſhall 
come to that loue , ſo muchthe more perfe&, 
will our love be, you muſt know that the low 
whichis in heauen,doth transforme the Saints 
{ into the ſame wll with that of our lord God, 
For one of the effes of lome , as S. Dioniſiu 
faith, is , to make the ſeuerall ws of ſuch as 
lone, to be butone;T meane , thatthey ſhould 
haue the ſame w:ll, and the ſame no: will, which 
the other hath. And now ſince the will, and 
loue, which our lord hath, is but onely of his 
owne glory , and of his eſflance which is ſu- 
premely perfect , and glorious; from hence 


8 | 
| followes that the {ove of the Saints, is a Loue; 


a 
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| and will , wherewith they loue , and deſire, 
| with all their ſtrength, that our lord God , way 
| in himſelfebeſtillas good; as glorious ; andas 


worthy of honour as heeis. And for asmuch as | 


{ they candelire, there followes there vpon' he 


If you will 


1 


ceiues , in ſceing his father whome he loues 
much ; full of honour, beloued by all, rich, 
powerfull, noble; and very much efteemed. 


gratefull, an&'welldifpoſed to their parents, as 
toeſteeme, that nothing 'can be compared to 


may be ſubicR, it ſerues not to deprive them of 


end but onely the honor of their parents. 
Now if this ioy be ſoe great what doe ro 

conceiue , that the joy of the Saints may be; 

when being transformed by love, into that truc | 


things; they ſhall ſee him, ſoe full of goodnes 
foe holy and ſoerich in beauty ; and that he isa| 


they ſee all that, to be already in him, which | 


frutte of the holy ghoſt , Which is an vnſpeakeable | 
joy, to ſcehim whome they lone ſoe much, to | 
\ beſoetiill of treaſures, and felicitie in himlſelfe, | 
{ as they defire, TS _ -- | 
haue i touch, orat leaſt ſome}. . 
little ſent of this diuine oye, doe butcon{ider | 
how greatthatioy is, which a good Sonnere- |. 


by the king, Certainely there be ſonnes ſoe| 


the ioy , of ſeeing their fathers ſoe eſteemed; | 
which reaches indeede ſoe farre , as that to} 
wharſoecuer neceſlitie, or affliction themſelues | 


that great ioy , becauſe they aſpire to noe other | 


| Lord, and creatour,ſoe infinitely powerfull; as | 4 
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that by one onely act ofhis will, allthat which 


* | an vnſpeakgable knowledge as this , ener enter into the 


. Youſee heere the loue whichthe Saints haue 
in heauen, ſpeaking according to the poorenes 
of our ynderſtanding. And from this aboun- 
|dant ſwelling River , which delights the City of 
God , doth flow that love which the ſoules in 
 heauen beare totheir neighbours. For as all the 


ſeeing God ( who is their true lone ) full of ho- 
I with amoilit feruent love, and to defire with'an 


as full of glory , and beauty, as they aloe are, 
| And they toy in this, to a ſtrange proportion, 


| whoſe honour and glory , they onely ſceke, 
« And in reguard that this is the cauſe why they 


yery ſclues, becauſe they ſee that our Bleſſed. 
Lord, is more glorified inthoſle others, then in 
| them. And by this tyme, you may perceiue how 
farr this holy 


is created hath his beauty, and his being , and 
noeoneleafe of any tree, can ſo much as wagg, 
but by his will 2 Infallibly this is ſuch a oy , as 
noe eye hath ſeene,, noy eare bath heard ,nor can ſuch 


hart of any man, but ſuch a'one as enioyes and poſſeſ= 
ſes it, | 


defire and oy of the Saints conſfiſteth in their 
nour, and glory; from hence they grow tolone, 


exceſle of appetite, that all the Saints may be 
becauſe he is honoured, and glorified in them 


loue the Saints, from hence it growes,that they 
ioy more, and doe more delire the glory , and 
beauty , of the greateſt Saints , then of their 


; COpany is, from ſelfe-loue, 8& from 


| 


enuy, which ſprings from that roote, 
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TI 


| [lowes from hence , that they will be ſubic& to 


|the glory of God would alſoe haueencreaſedin 
| them. This doth not follow, canlidering that 
firſt effe& of love, which:is the vnion of two | 
[ wills in one; for they are-transformed into:the 


:  EPISTEES 
But you will tell me perhapps , that _itfol- 


| ſome diſguſt, becauſe themſclues are -or''ſoe. 
growne in {anGity as others are, ſince theveby 


will of God , and would haue nothing dane, 
but that which their lord will , and they ſee, 


to be highly content, with that which he aſ- 
fignes tothem, as alſoe , becauſe\thediuerſity 
of the degrees of glory, inthe blefſed:,; dath 
more beautify the whole Citty of God;;then if 
they were all, of oneranoke; asthe mulick of 'a 
vyall, is muck: the ſweeter; becauſcit hath di-: 
ers ſtrings, and diſtin&-foundes, then-if they 


that this will, is thecauſewhy one narth more | 
| olory then-another, and from hence they grow 


becauſe there are different degrees of glotyand: dimers 
manſions in the triumphane:Charch, it-is of greater 
beauty, then if they all poflefled but one, -and' 
the fame degree of glory; by this they ſee-that! 
our Lord is more honoured in them ', then if 
they were all equall, andconſequently they-are: 
not troubled for their owne being lefle in glo-! 
ry, then thoſe othersare. For they in their co-. 
lours, and others'in other colours of''a deeper 


goodnes, and beauty ofhim, who made them. 


were all; but any one. » And1ince itis ſor; that] - 


| 
dye, doeallconcurre, to manifeſt theinfinite| 
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Heere you ſee , that yiver which S. Iebn diſco- | 22. | 
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uered'', in' the Apitalyps to iflue out of the! 
throne of God, and of* the: lambe , whereof all the 


briated by this lbue , they ſing an eucriaſting 
Allelaia admiring , | 


God. And you will haue diſcerned a little of 
tharenamell, wherewith thoſe-pretious ſtones 


lefliall mountaine 1 founded. 


foule for ourlord 3 iriſt/as they ſaid: £0 Moſes, 
that he shonld prouide to, makethe T avernacle, after 


| that forme which he had ſcene in the mountaine. Y ou | 


muſt 'my good fiſter),-(.if you-meane:to goe 
throughthe way ofthislife, in perfeR:charme, 
andilove of our lord: );procure: to.carry. about 
you a continuall dofiwey'(or atleaftthe moſtcons 
| tinuall that you cat). whereby you may cuer 


Kr elfe, as good, as holy;,/and as fullofiglary.; as 
| indeede heeis:Aadigewithgreat wy, and com- 
I'>larence ,in all the buributes of almightie God, 
you are to' goe reioycing, andyour ſouls is to 
|-feaſtir ſelfe, jnſecingthatyour lord &your:true 

love, pollefies himſelte,whoe is infinitely.good, 
& powerfull, from whome all creatures receiue 


is ſoc full of glory, andigoodnes, that all crea- 
[-tures haue neede of him, & he none of them, 


uy” 


and glorifying our lord] 


' { with and/ikeirhat our lord God (in whoſepre-| 
 |ſenceyouare'{till-tro.walke:) maybe in-him- 


bleſſed ſpirits in heauen drinke. And being inc- | 


areaccompanied, where vpojs that temple of the ce- 


And now after the' reſemblance :of this | 
zemple , which you haue ſcene in that mountai- | 
ne you-mult. build a. dwelling place in your | 


} 


- EII—_— 


|-rheir being, and their bramty;& who in himſclfe| 
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lone muſt ayme, And berein $. Thomas faithy'that 
perfe@ charitie doth conſiſt, As for the loue which 
new dewotes, call Charitie, which is when they 
are kindled in deuotis, & in louing our lord te- 


of ſoc high condition, as that other moſt holy 
loxe, which transformes ſoules into the beloued. 


{ many places ſaying; Rewwyce yore tuft perſons m ory | 
lord, And $. Paule ſaith ; Retoycein cur lord, And | 


zZiuen more then once, he repeates it ſaying, yet 
againe, I tellyou that you mult reioyce. The 
Prophet Daxid expreſſed the ſame, when he ſaid, 


ver you hall aske. This is that ioye, wherewith 
the moſt holy virgin reioyced, when ſhe ſaid, 
My ipirit + C30JCes in God my Samour, And with this 
zoye,did Chriſt onr lord xeioyce, when S. Lukeſaid, 


Prophet ſaith, that bis hart, e enen bis flesh reioyced 
in the living God. This happes wh the ſoule with 
the will, (for there the hart ſignifies the will )are 
actually louing, & deſiring that our lord, may in 
himſelfe bee, what he is. And from the great re- 
dundice, which proceedes ſometymes fromthis 
zoye, of the ſoule the very fleſh it ſelfe, is kind- 
led in the loze of our lord, And becauſe this. 


refore doth rhe Church ( which is direted 
by the holy ghoſt ) inuite vs in the begining of 


derly , though this be a holy thing, yetis it not | 
To this loue, the holy ſcripture inuites vs in | 


conceiuing. that this aduiſe was worthy to be | 


4dight youin our lord, and he will gine you whaiſoe- | 


that Teſws veioyced in the holy Ghoſt: And theroyall | 


| love, is ſoe excellent & celeſtiall a thing the- | 


EE | EPIST LES. Ep. 5. 39. 
| This muſt bethe whole ſcope, at which your | | 
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Mattns , with a perſwaſion to loue our Lord 
ſaying thus. Come lett vs rewyce in our Lord, and 
ſnig canticles of praiſe , to God our ſaluation. 
If you will inde the excellencyof this loue, 
ut it in practiſe, & you ſhall ſee that the ſoule | 
doth not fatisfy it ſelfe, but in prayſing God. 
For when it ſees all that to be accompliſhed in 
God, which it can wilh,it breakes inſtantly out 
into thanks-gjuing to him; for hauing per- 
fected the defire it hath to praiſe him, whichtis 
the ſame efte, which flowes from the lone.they 
haue in heauen, as the Prophet Danid faith, 
3leſſed are they O Lord, whoe d well in thy howſe ; for 
they shall praiſe thee , for ener , and for euer. S. 
Augnftine was inflained with this loge "when | 
ſpeaking to our Lord , he ſaid, If thow O Lord 
| wert Auguſtine and I God , I would make thee God, 
and my ſelfe Auguſtine, 

I thinke there is noe neede to bring teſtimo- 
| nies, which may proue the excellencie of this 
Loxe; for euen plaine reaſon tells vs, that this is 
the loue which drawes a man out of him ſelfe, 
and transformes him vato God, who is his be- 


| loved. And out of this love , it muſt follow that 


all your workes , 'anddeuotions, and prayers, 


| muſt be made by you, to the honour and glo- 


ry of this God , who deſerues to be adored, 
and ſerued , for his owne pure goodnes, by as 
many creatures as he hath made; without carry- 

ing any reſpet at all to the hope which might | 
be had of a reward from him, For though it be 


200d, and holy to ſerue our Lord , euen for 
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retribution, yet is not this an adt of foe perfect 


|charity as that which ſeekes noe kinde of in- 


tereſt , but onely the honour; andglory of our 
Lord God. If at any time you place before your 


ſoule, the reward, which they will giuc ir, for-! 
the good it doth , to the end that it may be! 


animated towards good workes, let not this 
beyour laſt end, but the will which you haue, 


{to ſerue our Lord. For the more glory you 


haue , the more honour and glory ſhall our 
Lord God receiue. 
all, muſt be, to glorify our molt blefled Lord. 


And inthis manner, if you will, you may e#- } 


cline your hart to the commaundiments with reſpect 
to the retribution , as the Prophet Dauid ſaid. 
But perhaps you will aske. Who is he that 


can haue his foule awake to goe cuer cheerful, 
and indelight , reioycing ſtill in her God; fince 
many tymes ſhee is ſoe tepid, and foe ſad, that 


y noe meanes , ſhe is capable of any ioye? 


what remedy may then be thought of , that we 


may not faile of this perfe&t, and ſupreme lone? 
For this, it was, that told you, that you were 
to carry with you a defire whereby you mult 
wisb , that our Lord might ſtill be what he is 
in himſelfe ; becauſe Coar:tze confiſts in this 
defrre. Which deſire a ſoule may haue , though 
,and ſad; as a man may 
delire, that his father may liue happily though 
himſelfe fcele noc ioy. And herein I onely take 
for graunted, that we mult ſuppoſe'man to haue 
the grace of God whichour 


Soe that the laſt ayme of | 
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f exercice of euer bleſſing *and adoring him, | 
| who is ſo worthy of infinite glory , and prai-| 


; deny toone, who {triues to walke by this ways 


| muſt defire that our Lord may be. whar he is, 

And as for the delight , and zoy in our Lord, 
| which vſes to follow heereypon , this in« 
 deede is 4 fruzte of the holy Ghoſt, which growes, 
from this chav!tie when our Lord is pleafed to. 
| conimunicate himſelfe more familiarly ro-a 
ſoule, When his Maieſtic beſtowes this fa-| 
 uour let vs blcfle him for it ; and when he 


" dogh not , lett vs yet perſcuer in that other 


O 


| ſe; For it is a very great errour , into which] 
they fall , who thinke that 'when there: is 


nothing ; whereas Charitie doth yet conſiſt in| 
that at. And for as much as the deuill knowes 
this well, he is cyer procuring to glue vs great 
tepidity and drynes ; that ſoe we thinking | 
that we looſe our tyme, may glue ouer this 
holy exerciſe, 
You mult therefore perſeuer in it , and 
grow deafe to thoſe temptations of the deuill, 
For if you perſeucr not, you will not arrive 
to enioye that crowne , and heauen , which 
ſuch as are proficient in this holy love grow| 
to obtaine+, euen heere on earth. You muſt 
conſider and looke with a hundred thow- 
ſand eyes, that the end and ſcope of your 
loue bee to glorifie our Lord in whatſocuer| 


you doe, For ſoe great was the wrench 


3 
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| 


I meane thatalchough your ſelfe be ſadd , you] 


Noe ſenſible toy 3 that a& of the will. is worth| 
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{they be nor ill , yet are they acts of Charity 


| growes out: of rhis; other profound fone; The 
[kv , my good lifter ,-which you muſt carry! 


{honour and olory ou deſire. And oe as I 


which our nature tooke by the finne of our: 
firſt farher in wholly procuring. our owne- 
intereſt and good-thar if you ſtand not well 
awake in the watch-tower , you will finde 


ſelfe., euen in this very deuotion, . hich pre 
ends wholly to. caſt our. ſelfe-loue, w And you 
Shall rake your ſfelte.in the manner, with re- 
toycing that you love our Lord, afterthis ſort, 
becauſe you shall. acquire great rewards in 
heayen thereby , and becauſe your ſoule 
ceceiues - much... conſolation , 'and: for other 
reaſons , of proper! intereſt ,, which though. 


which ts imperfe&. 

| You- ſee heere- in short-, _ Loue of Gad, | 
which you are to carry in your foule 3 a Copre! | 
of that Originall which the Bleſſed Spiritts, !| 
haueiaheauen,. . It now remaines that-] de-l 
clare to you , the: loue of your neighbour which! 


many tymes , that you doe bur ſceke - your | 


to your neighbour muſt bee, «by deſiring and, 
loying all chat. good , which” you ſee. in| 


|hbimy' ; becauſe thereby , 'our - Lord: God bs 


glorified. and adored, And the more that is 

the greater muſt your ioy be:; as onthe other 
fade , any offence. or finne which you hall 
diſcouer in your neighbour muſt be abhorred 
by your ſoule , becauſe he is offended, whoſe 


tould you that the loue of God conſiſted in our 


pa 
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tri ſeruant of God thrive, faſter_in ſpirit then 


applauſe, and will, thatour Lord ſhould be the 
very thing which he is; and that the rye which 
is taken thereby is a particular guift of our 
Lord; ſoe alſo doth the loue of your neighbour 


the good of your neighboxr, which is to reioyce 
in his true good , and to feele much griefe, for 
the hinne which he committs. | 

| This is a very particular fauour of our Lord, 
which he beſtowes ypon whome he will. 'S9 
that if you haue obſerued the matter well, you 
| will haue ſeene , that the marke at which 
both the love of God, and of our nezzhbour ſhoo. 
tes is , that God may be glorified and adored. 


| And heereby you will alſo perceiue how ſhort 
he falls of true-love, who greiues to ſee his 


ncighbourgrowne vp apace, in deuotion , atid 
vertue , conſidering that himſelfe is not fo 
growne vp. For though it be. true , that. the 
ttue lover of our Lord , willnot faile to: carry 


a knife about him, which peirces himthrough 


— 


lowes it not from hence, that, by ſeeing ano- 


1imſelfe , he muſt therefore be ſorry for it or 
diſmayed by it. But rather, the eaſe, and com- 
fort, which is to ſerue you for aremedy againſt 


becauſe your ſelfe doe not ſerue our Lord, ſoc 
wellas you ſhould, muſt be ro conſider , that 


tough you ( through your weakenes ) doe not. 


conſiſt in the application of your will, to deſire 


| 


at the very hart , becauſe he ſerues not our| 
| Lord ſo well as hee ought, and-might ; yetfol- 


that much greife, which your ſoule receiues,| 


| 
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others, who comply with that yery thing, 
which you deſire; whichis, greatly to olorifie, 
and ſerue our Lord. 

But as for that other kinde of diſmay , ro 
which ſome are ſubie& ; I conceiue that it 
growes but from ſelfe-loue, for it is certaine, 
that if the end why atrue louer of our Lord, 


4defires much toſerue him be, that his God may 


be honoured, and glorified, (who i isglorified, 
as well by che anQity , Which is inthe ſoule of 
another, as if it werein his owne ) it followes, 


| goe increaſing in theſervice of ourlord, though 
| itbe true on the other fide , thathe may bein 
paine, becauſe he ſerues "Tis notſoe well. 


[ - You ſec heere my good fiſter , what that is 


to which you muſt attend Anthis paradiſe of 
| the militant Church , ( where our Lord placed 
| you, when he called you to his loue , and to his 
| grace ) if you will alſo goe on to enioye the 
 fruite which is gather ed from his hand, inthe 
triumphant Church of his glory. In which I be- 


and praiſe him and cnioye him for alleternitie. 
Amen, 


FI 
CT 


that, towhich you are obliged, yer there are [ 


that heis to bane much ioy, tO ſee thar others | 


feechour Lord , that wee all may glorify him, | 


IO DRY DAD AVOID NURD IO RURINY 


A letter of the Authour to 4 certaine poore man , who 
' wascalledlohn of God, He was of Granada; 
and bes ved aimes forthe poore , He animales him 

to the loue and ſeruice of paore people ; but yet ſoe as 
that be muſt not forgen his owne particular den- 
HONS: | 


\ 


for my ſonne, For if you ſay that becauſe you 
are wicked, you deſerueit not; for the ſame rea- 


bly weake,, it is but reaſonable that we learne 
to be mercifull one towards another, & that we 
ſupport one another with Charitic, as he doth, 
I haue my good brother a great delire that 
you ſhould beableto giue a good accounte, of 
| that which our lord hath recommeded to you; 
For the good and faithfull ſcruant muſt looke 
togaine five other talents, to the five which were 
given himat_the firſt, That ſo, he may heare 
from the mouth of our lord. Reryce thou good 
and faithfull ſeruant thou haſt beene fauhfull in the 


[ wid place thee ouer many. .« . | 
You muſt take care of that which is re- 
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Haue receiued your letter, and I will not| 
| bau you ſay , that I acknowledge you not| 


few things which I haut recommended to thee , and 


| ſon , I deſerue not tobe your father , and there- | 
fore I may ill deſpiſe you, who am my ſelfe| 
more worthy to be deſpiſed. Bur fince our lord} 
houlds vs all for his, though webe foe miſera-| 


| 
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| fort , as that you forget not your owne ſoule. 


| For it will profict you: but little though you 
| should draweall the world, out of the durt; if, 


{| you heare Maſſe . and vpon euery ſunday , the 
| ſermon. And efpecially., take heede, that you 


| cannot be ignorant ,. that they. be that ſnare, | 


| 


| ypon one of them; and Salomon, his Sonne, ſinned 
| with many, and he walked ſoe farre out of hi 
| witts , as to place Idolls in the temple of onr Lord. | 
"| And face we are ſoe. much more weake then |þ 
| they , lett vs be afraid ro fall, and take warning | 
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commended. to you concerning others, in ſuch 


4 


But yer know that the man, whoofall others 
is moſt recommended to you ,- is your ſelfe. 


the while, your ſelfe remainetherein, And there- | 
fore, I once againe enchargeyou, thar ſtill you | 
ſceke out ſome fitt of-tyme , wherein you may 
diſpatch your owne deuotions, and that dayly 


conuerſe not much , with woemen. For you | 


whici the deuill ſetts, for thefall of ſuch as ſerue 
God. You know how Daruid ſinned, by looking 


by the misfortunes of others. Deceiue not your | 
(clfe with ſaying , I deſire to doe them good. For 
vnder the mantle of theſe good deſires, doethole | 
daungerslurke , when prudence accompanyes 
not the ſame, An God is farre from deſiring, 
that I chould procurethe good of another, with | 
the Spirituall hurt ofmy ſ(elfe, |» 

Concerning thoſe temporall neceflities to 
whichyou are ſubic&t I haue already written to 


you, that there is cuery where ſuch abundice of | 
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wats, as that when weaske any releife, they ſay 
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that they haue enough more neere at hand; 
| | whome they are to remedy, And1 choughr thar| 

my Lord the Duke of Sefla had ſent you that; 
which might ſeruethe turne, becauſe they tould 
me; you had ſollicited him for ſome releife. If 
| { he haue not done it, defire it of him a ſecond 
| tyme, for he will ſend 18. He loges you much, 
; forthe care you haue of the popre,andif he doe 
'nor, our Lord will prouide, og hee make 
' you ſtay a while, 

I haue reioyced much inthe charitie which: 
you haue found, inthat other houſe , whereof 
| youſpeake. Rerurne my ſalurarions to him, 
| who _ themby.you tomee. And becauſe q 
amnow in my iourney, I write noe more at 
this tyme; but onely that you muſt remaine all 
fixed in Ieſ#s Chrifl our Lord , who will prote& 
nd fauour you, And that you looke well to 
your ſelfe, and that the deuill may haue noe 
cauſe toreioyce by hauing induced you to {in- 
ne, but that God may take gelight in your pe- | 
nance forthat whichis paſt, & inyouramend- 
| ment for that whichis to come; And ſoe the 
| holy ghoſt be with you. Amen. 
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A letter to one whoe had fame deſires to ſerne God bat 
not the courage to beginn, He animates her greatly 
zo confide.in God. He teaches her how to lout certai- 
ne perſons who bad offended her , and bee gines re< 
medies both agaiuſt ſcruples , and vaineglorie. 


you haye to pleaſe ourlord, butT aminpai- 

neto.conhider your pulillanimitie z.in execu- 
tivg the ſame, For I hould it to bea ſtrange ill 
thing, that one ſhould preſume to remaine in 
the yanitie of this life, and not preſume to ad- 
ucature ypon the making of a new match with 
God , confiding in the: ſame God. For what 
mi was there cuer,ſince there wereſuch things 
inthe world as men, who hoping in God, and 
procuringto line according to. his comaund- 
ments , was forſaken by him? whoeeuer in- 
uoked him, with an intyre , and perſcyucring 
hart, and was not heard by him 2 Nay he goes 
ſeeking vs , and inciting vs to ſerue him, What 
poſſibilitie therefore is there , bur rhatfince he 
isg00d ; and true ofhis word, he mult come 
forth to meete, and caſt his armes a bout our 
neckes , andoe ys fauour, when we miaketo- | 
wards him. He wil, infallibly he wil, and that 
incomparably more completely ; as S. Paule 
afirmes , then we know how to thinke. 
| Beginne you ſertiant of God , caſt your ſelfe 


| doe much reioyce,ai the holy deſires which 
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[| lowHim whoe was diſhonoured , and loſt his 


vpon him, andconfide, that he whoe gaue you 
the defire, will gine you ſtrength to worke, & 
courage to make an end, For he calls not vpon 
{uchasfleepe to wake them, but tothe end that 
he may doe them many fauours , when they are 
awzke. Beginne with diligence, and feruour, 
yea ad with a kindeof ſtrife ; for there is not 
a worſething: thena faint beginner , who ſtill 
takes much care to regale him ſelfe , & to con- 

tent the wotld. Shut your eyes, againſt both 

humaine prayſes, & difpraiſes , for you ſhall 

quickly fee both the prayſer, and the praiſed,] 
rurned into duſt, and athes, and him alfoe whoe| 
is honoured, and diſhonoured.' An wee ſhall 
all be: preſented, before the tribunall of our 
lord ; where the mouth of wickednes shall be ſtopped, 
and yettue ſhall behighly exalted. In the mea- 
nerymelay you faſt hotild on the Croſſe , & fol- 


life ypon it for you. And hide your ſelfe in thoſe 
woundes , that whenour lord comes for yo 
he may finde youthere; and may beaurifie you 
with his graces, andmaygiue him ſelfe to youſ 
as yout reward, for hauing leftalil things, and 
your ſelfe with them for his ſake. 

Buto how little doth he leaue, who euen lex 
ues all ! fince he leaues but that which he mullfſ | 
quickly leaue whether he will or noe, yea and 
euen the enioying it, is agreat miſery ; lince al 
that whichis not God, is but waight, and ſor 
row tothe ſoule.God onely,is fufhciet for you 
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open therefore your hart, and enioye him, yol 
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ſhall finde him more ſweete, & much more full 
of loue,then you could haue thought. 

|  Sometymes I wonder within my ſelfe, to 
thinke how one either doth or can wiſhill to 
another, ſince Chriſt our lord is in the middeſt 
betweene them both, How can he be diſguſted 
with the body, who loues or ought to loue the 
head? doe you not know that when our lord 
roſe from death to lite , & appearedto his diſci- 
ples, he placed him ſelſe in the midſt of them , and 
not at the head or els where. And this vpon 
what reaſon, but to make ys vnderſtand that 
he isin the midſt of vs, and that we cannot doe, 
yea or euen deſire to hart any body , but that 
firſt it muſt paſſe through him. He who loues 
not his neighbour , loues not Chriſt our lord, 
and as for him whoe loues not Chriſt our lord 
it were better for ſucha one hot to haue beene 
borne, ſince he arriues not to know for what 
he was created , which was to loue our lord. 
Conceiue that your neighbours are a certaine 
thing which meerely c6cernes Chriſt ourlord, 
that they are his Images, and the. creatures for 
which he gaue his blood. And therefore lay, 
How 5hall I wisb ill tw him , whom my lord Lowes? 
How 5hall I be ableto defire death to him , to whom 
my lord will gine life. My lord dyed for theſe perſons, 
and would yet againereturne to dye for them, if itwere 
needefull; and sball I thgn faile to loue that man, who 
ts ſoe much bilowed by him 2 what doth it import mee, 
if they doe me ill offices, for I lone them not for what 


they are , nor for «ny thing which they doe to mee; 
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I lowe them for Chriſt's ſake; and what then haue theit 


ill deedes to doe, towards the making me take that lout | 


from'thew , winch I carried 10 them , for Chriſt's ſake, 
I beſeech God they may be great in h1s preſence && that 
they may enioy him , and be them that ſoe there may 
be more temples , wherein my lord may dwell , mon 
ſoules which may praiſe and ſerne him , and mon 
harts which may lone him , for be deſernes them all, 
And whenſoeuer you ſce them ſay, O lord dv 
thou poſſeſſe thoſe ſoules , and lett them ve onely think 
O lordiett them entoye thee , for thou ha(t «a mindet 


| comunicate hy ſelfe to all, O lord they are ſoe many 
| Images of thce, make them like to thee more and mort, 


TT both to them & mee,ef to all gine pardgn,ovace,@ 
elory. If your tongue will not ſay this , yet let 


your ſpirit ſay it, and lift vp your hart to out 


| lord , demaunding ſuccour of him and ſaying 


0 lord for thy lowe and nat for theirs , and by litt 
and little, you ſhall finde your ſelfe in peace, 
And if there chance to be any warre , bee ne 
oucrcometherein, and doe not ſay, or doe any 
thing which may be againſt their good, and 
conſent not toany thing in your hart which 
be of diſaduantage to them. 

The ſcruples cocerning your cofeſſions, are: 
temptation wherewith the deuill tormets you, 
& depriues you of theſweetenes of your ſoule, 
and leaues you without gult in the things 0 
God. Forthe creature who is ſcrupulous, is not 
fic either to loue God, orto confide in him, not 
doth he like the way which God houlds wi 
him, and then he goes to looke other wayes 


a 
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which may pleaſe him ſelfe berter, becauſe he 


| findes not that, in Gods wayes , which giues 
him guſt. And this ſcrupulous perſon hath the | 


faultof all, for he raiſes theſtorme, where the- 


rewas a calme, and hee found. it in his owne. 


way,and not inthe way of God, whichis 
ſmooth and plaine, 

Make you aleſt of ſuch things, & ſubmit your 
ſelfe to that which , your ghoſtly-father ſhall 
ordaine;& be not carryed a way with ſcruples, 
nor with yaur owne conceipt, but ſay , my lord 
God 15 net ſcrupulous , I doethat which they comaun- 
de me in his name , and.I am to accounte to him for 
nee more, Shall I be plaine with you make haſt, 
make haſt to loue, and theſe ſcruples will fall 


away , which riſe but from a fearefull hart. | 


U 


For perfeCtHoue Caſis feare outof deores Pray to our 
lord & ſay Deus mews illumina tenebras meas, And 


confide you in his mercic , that ſeruing him he | 


will be good to you, and will dayly be giuing 
you to vnderſtand your faults , that you may 
mend them, 


I would alſoe haue you laugh at the tempta- 
| tion of yaineglory, and ſay to it. Neither wall I doe 


it, nor leaue to doe it , for thee. Olord to thee it wu, 
that I offer what ſoeuer I can doe , or ſay , or thinke 
And when, yaineglorie comes againe, ſay to 


itthus, Thou comel} 100 lare, for it is already ginen 
to God, Itisa good aduiſe , that beginners are 


to doe nothing exteriourly which may ſeeme 
to be of much ſanctigy, for being younge and 
tender and all their buſines being bur yer in 
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flower , the winde will doe them hurt; and itis 
better for them to hide their graces, then to! 
ſhew them. And ſoe muſt you doe for as much 
as poſſibly you can; and that which you cannot 
conceale, doe freely and without feare. And: 
ſtraite caſt vp your hart toour Lord, and fay,! 
Non nob1s Dome , non nobrs , ſed nemini two da 
gloriam, Or els you may ſay, Gloria Part , & 
Filio, es Spiritmr ſantto, | 
And for concluſion , I recommend to you, 
that you caſt all that out of your hart, whichis 
not God, and that in this world you loue tea- 
res, ſollitude, humilitie, and penance; and lett 
your eyes be cuer turned to our Lord, that you 
feete may be delivered from the ſnare. Put the law 
of God in practiſe, and you ſhall fce how he 
will ſwceten your way , and how he wil 
caſt your enemies vnder your feete, And 
by working you ſhall grow to vnderſtand that, 
which you knowe not how to conceaue, either 
by ſpeaking or hearing. For in this way of God, 
theſe tepid and talking people Jearne little, and 
they whoe are diligent in putting the hand tw 
worke learne much, Our Lord leſ#s Chr: goe; 
before.you, follow him heere with your Croflg 
and one day you ſhall be with himin heauen, 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour to a freindwho- 
me he animates to ſerue God in good 
earneſt. He shewes the vanity and 
miſery of the world, and the happines 
which iz obtainea by ſeruing God. 


$ he, yyhoe hoping for thegood ſucceſle 
of what he deſires, reioyces when he ſees 
ſome likelyhood thereof and although that 


noelittle joye, through the excelle, of his deft- 
re: ſoc my ſoule is filled with comfort by your 
Letter; for me thinkes the wordes conteyned 
thercin, give mea hope and taſte of ſomewhat 
which hath reaſon to make mee gladd , and 
which if it might once take full efte&, would 
breede a ioy in mee ſoe yery great, as would be 
equalled by few others, 

My good Sir, I delire to ſce that ſoule of 
yours ynbeguiled and diſcharged from the 
many vanities, which are affected, and frequen- 
ted in this world ; and that you would beleeue 
with a faithfull hart, that your true repoſe con- 
lifts 'not in any other , then in him whoe 
created all things , & that you would goe vp 
and downe full of care, in ſeatch after this zood, 
and beſoe wounded, with the loue of him, that 


likelyhood be not very great yet it giues him | 


| 
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all chis world, with the beauty and flower the- 
reof, might ſceme but a ſmoake to you, which 
vanishes, as a Shaddow which hath noe bulke 
or body, and indeede a meere deuice , how to 


| make men fooles, working ſuch as loue i it, to 


be the enemyes of God, andto preferre the rem- 
porall before the eternall. 

Was there cuer {eene any miſcheife ſoc great 
as this ? was there euer ſcene , any exchaunge 
{oe pernicious as this ? where are thoſe eyes, 
which ſee not this 2? and that hart which hath 
noe feeling of this? And yer ſocgreatis our frail- 
tie, that if Chriſt our Lord did not awake vs, 
and make vsvnderſtand this truth, it would be 
noe more poſlible for ys to be deliuered from er- 
rour , and deceite then it is poſsible , in nature 
for a blinde man, to ſ{ce, ora dead man, to line. 
O thou miſerable man, who art worthy to be 
lamented with a flood of teares! who art ſoeſ|Þ 
vehemently inclyned to that which hurts thee 
moſt, and yet conceiueſt withal}, that it 1s good 
for thee. Thou thinkeſt that all hach oone well, 
and that thou art growne happy, when thou art 


| accommodated with the things of this life, and 
thou haſt hardly any fecling , nor doeſt thou 


thinke it worth thelamenting , to be in enmity 
with almightie God. Thou knoweſt how to 
regard, and yalew the honour of this world, 
which paſſes away, at ſea-full ſpeede, yea and 
even whileſt it laſts, it makesnot the owner the- 
reof, one haires bredth the berter , in che high 


preſence of G od; and thou haſt noe care at all] 
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whether thou be honoured or dishonoured, in 


the Court of that diuine Maijeſtie. Thou feareſt 


ſome little affront , which heere may threaten 
thee; bur thou ſeckeſt for noe remedy, againſt 
chat huge affront, which is reſerued and threat- 
ned at the latter day, to all ſuch as shall not haue 
done honour to our Lord , with a lively faich, 
and true obedience. Thou makeit much account 
of thy lelfe, and little of almighrtie God, for thou 
fulf!leſt thyne owne will , in diſpight of his, 
And any trifte which concernes thy ſelf, offends 
thee much; and, the while, thou haſt noe care at 
all , of that which highly concernes the honour 
of God, Thou liveſt after thine owne fashion, 
that tnon maiſt be wholly miſerable; and rhou 
liyeſt not as God would hane thee , whoe is fu- 
preme fel:city. ; 
One of theſe two things is infallibly true, 
Either that the light of the holy ghoſt, muſt be 
that which vrges & enforces this blindnes vpon 
vs, which cannot be, or els, that the great cor- 
ment, which is prouided for {inne will, one day, 
open the eyes of ſuch deceived perſons, when 
there will be noe remedy for their miſery. For as 


S, Grezory ſaith, The eyes winch frane «huts, paine 


opens. And therefore Sir, it you loue your ſoule, | 
if you feare almightic God, if your hart be nor 
of flint, looke carefully vpon the $hortnes of ' 


this life, and how many you haue knowne, whoe 
beiog well accommodated and ſupported heere, 
God hath communded to goe hence, and thar 


not with foe mnch comentment and iov, as they. 
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would haue wiſhed, but complayning that the 
world had deceiued the, &that for loue thereof 

they had neglected the ſeruice of our Lord 

That which they were, wee are, & where they 

be arriued, we ſhall arriue, and the ſame earth 

muſt recciue ys all, & conuert vs allinto it ſelf, 

For what therefore doe we ſtay? By what 

are wee deteyned 2 What is that, which decei. 

ucs vs, and makes vs ſoe profoundly careleſle 

of 2 butines which ſoc highly imports 2 What 
makes vs thinke that it concernes vs little, 
notwithſtanding that noe other thing import} 
vs at all, in compariſon of this 2 And iff 
wee ſhall confeſſe , that we hould it to be 
highly important , why then doe wee labour 
foe little for it 2 why doe wee ſpend foe fey} 
howers about it? Why doe we try foe few con- 
cluſions to obtaine it 2 why doe we aske foe! 
little aduiſe, how we may contriue it: Is itres 


 fonthat any little fitt of tyme , which wee em- 


ploy about this bulines, ſhould ſeeme foe great} 
a matter, whereas yet wee neuer thinke much, 
and be neuer weary, how much ſoeuer tyme we 
fpend vpon the buſines of this world 2 If anyf 
queſtion be moued , about expence to be madej 
vpon ſome preſent occaſion of yanitie, how 
magnificent are we wont to ſhew our ſclues| 
but how miſerly, on the other {ide,in any thing 

which it concernes vs to doe for the honour 0 

God , and the good of our neighbours, In that 

former caſe noe conſideration is had either ol 


| children,or prouifion otherwiſe for the howle, 
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bur all that , is laid aſide, for the reſpect which | 
is had to ſome curioſity, But in the latrer,ſucha 
heape of conſiderations, & reaſons are broughr 


. 


.|end thatthey ſhould goe fooling after vanities, 
but that they might paſſe through theſe rem-| 


| moſt when wee haue it, and for which wee ſor- 
[row moſt when wee looſe it. And if the cafe 


| all their labours, and leauing the fruites heereof 


into diſcourſe , asſerue to ſhutt the purſe, and | 
to tye vp the hands from that good worke. 


But what ſhall I ſay of this other proofe of 
our frailty 2 Our whole life proclaimes with a 

loud yoyce, that wee value the preſent world, 

more then the future the exteriour, then the 
interiour ; riches, then goodnes, For that thing 
doc weloue beſt, which we deſire moſtto ob- 
taine, whenwe want it, and which we labour 


to gett with moſt anxiety ; & wherein wee ioye 


arriue , wherein we muſt looſe the one or the 
other, we put our good conſcience in hazard, 
for putting that in executis, which the honour, 
or profitt or pleaſure of this world ſuggeſts. 
The day will come, and that quickly, 
when thoſe worldly perſons will finde them- 
ſelues ſtraungely diſappointed, and hauing loſt 


behind them, they ſhall be preſented all naked 
and poore, and in the extremity of confuſion, 
before him , who ſent them hither, not tothe 


porall things , withour ſtaying or ſetting their 
harts yponthem, and that hauing their bodyes 
beere yporr carth,, their ſoules might be aſpi- 


| 
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ring toheaucnly things. And that though they | 
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liue inflesh ; yet they should nor liue according 
rothe deſires thereof , and though they dwell in 
the world, yet not to haue the conditions of the 
world; but that like children who imitate their 
father, they might be pureand true, and pious, 
and humble , and meeke, and that they might 
ſceke after the glory of God, & the good of their 
acighbours. 

What will heebe able to doeat that day, 
who ſhall not haue performed the thing , for 
which he was ſent, into this world 2 what will 
he be able to doe, by whoſe thought it hath not 
| foe much as paſled, that hemuſt once beginne 
[to attendto it, but who forgetting the purity, 
| and perfection of achriſtian life , whereby hee 


| 


| was to imitatealmighty God, hath defiled him- || 


(elfe, in the mudd of carth, and hath procee- 
dedlike ſome foolish boy, who, being ſent a- 
bout buſines, would needes ſtay to paſle his 


Oo 


25 remembred where about, he went, till retur- 
aing home at night, without ary anſ{weare co- 
cerning his bulines , heis receiued with repre- 
henſions, and ſtripes, by him who ſent him. 


lett vs haue an eye to that which imports vs 
moſt, and which is to laſt for ener. And lett vs 
.eaue vanity to yaine perſons ; for both it, and 
they ſhall periſh, Let vs raiſe our eyes towards 


tyme, andplay with other boyes; orels loyter|| 
| for ſceing of ſome vaine show, and neither did. 
that which he was cominaunded, nor ſoc much | 


Let vs awake, whileſt wee haue ty me, and| 


1im, who gaue vs the life and being, which wee| 
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 haue ; and afterwards gaue his owne life, to 
the end that we might not looſe ours. And 
with great labour he tanghr vs the way , whe- 
reby we were to walke; and by a death which 
was full of torments, and reproaches, did he 


encourage and ſtrengthen vs towards the pur- 


| chaſe of yertue; and he obteyned grace for ys, 


whereby we might be ableto ſerue, and pleaſe 
almightie God, 

Lett vs ſearch into the moſt hidden corners 
of our harts, and letr vs cure that init, which 1: 


linnes. Let vs procure to redrefſe our ſclues in 
thar which giues vs moſt cauſe of feare, And 
let vs appeaſe the clamorous remorſe of our 
Conſcience, with doing that which God com- 
maunds by the Dictamen thereof, that ſoe all 
things being once well ordered, and agreed, we 


| may like true and watchfull ſeruants expe&rhe 


coming of our Lord, and that we may be found 
with tapers lihted in onr hands , and with our loynes 
zirt, and that we may heare that ſweete word. 
Reioyce thou good and faubfullſeruant,whoe haſt bene 
faithfull in leſſer things ; I will place thee ouer greater, 
Enter thog into the iny of thy Lord, | 
That is the daye for which good chriſtians 
hope, and in c6templation whereof, they, who 
live heere in paine, doe intyme pafle through 
it, with much patience, And this expectation 
of that crowne, 2 


king elction of abaſement heere, for that eter- 


: i 
wounded, Lett vs vntye the fetters' of our 


ives them hart, to endurethe| 
comoatts of this world, and of the flesh. Ma-| 


| 
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nall aduancement; and of this {aort lamenta-| 
tion, For that delight , which {hall haue noe| 
end; of looting their will heere that they may| 
haue it euerlaſtingly vnited tothe will of God,| 
| in heauen, Where they {hall haue nothing] 
which may diſguſt them, but all that ſhall be| 
done, which may content them, For they ſhall] 
pollefſe almightie God, astheir moſt rich trea-| 
ſure, in whome is conteyned all Good. 

If our Lord haue yet begunne to vilit] 
that ſoule of yours , you will ynderſtand what 
Ifay, and you will profitt by it, If not ( which} 
God forbidd ) it will be but the hearing of af 
ſtory, which is inſtantly forgotten, Ideſirethat 
Chriſt our Lord, may be the Loze of you , and} 
of my lady your wife, whoſedelire to ſee mee, 


I pray God reward. But thinke no more of your 
coming this way , till firſt God ſhall haue ſoc 
diſpoſed , that I may goe thither to you ,the 
rather becauſe I alſoe deſire , that it may 


be ſoc. 


EPEISE LES 


A letter to an afflicted lady wheſe ſicknes hindered 
certaine denottons Which shee bad beene wont to 
vſe. He teaches her how to finde peace , and true 
repoſe which is noe where but in God. And of the 
great care , wherewitb she was to prouide that 
the forbearance which she vſed of her exerciſes of 


repiditie, 
HE beſt comfort in thoſe afflictions 
which come ypon vs againſt our will,is, 
not to haue committed any fault ; which 


ce which ſtands right , will cafily beare any 
weight which you can lay vpon. it, but toa 


how to deſire the thing, they ſhould enioye ir, 
and not remaine with the ſole delire thereof, 


hauedcfires of any other thing then hin, ſhall 
beſubie& to torment, whether the thing be ob- 
teyned or not obteyned. For ſuppotiay the 
thing be had which they deſired, yet can they 
not compleately enioyeit, through the remor- 
le which their conſcience brings, and ifit can 
not be had, they areracked by the delay of whe 
thing deſired, 


ſprrit in her ſicknes , might not proceede from | 


conſcience which is impure, any little. burden ' 
isintollerable. If men knew as well how to 
{ceke the meanes of true repoſe, as they know 


Itis the expreſle lawe of God , thatthey who 


might occalion their coming, For a conſcien- | 
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The pure dctire of God, is very contrary 
to this. For if Dauid ſay , Len the hart revyce, 


| which goes but eucn in ſearch of God, what kinde 


ofthins will it be to finde him out 2 If the hun- 


ger of ſeeking giue them ioye, what wili the 
being ſarisfied, at thattable, doe? He therefore 
who defires to finde peace,and true repoſe, muſt 
reſolue to forgoe his owne appetytes, & mult 


| boldly and faithfully lodge himſelf in the will 


of our Lord; and foe he ſhall neither be tum- 
bled vpand downe in the darke, nor be aftlic- 
ted otherwiſe, by the arriuall of ſtrange euents, 
But who will now procure that the ſonnes 
of men may attend to that , which God exadts 
at their hands? How longe will you be beaty hat- 
red, and lone vanity, and ſecke after [yes* who {hall 
vabeguile ſuch men, and free them from their 
blincenes as goeſecking peaceand finde warre, 
yea and by the ſame way wherein they ſ{ecke it, 
they looſc it. Let the whole world yader{tand 
oncefor all, that as there isnoe more then one 
God, foe is there noe more then one true repo- 
ſe. Andas, without the true God, there is noe 
God; ſoe out of his repoſe, there is noe repoſe, 
Certainely the mountaines werelyers , and foe was ht 
multitudes of the valleys, and onely in our t ord God 
there is true ſaluation. This ſay they, whoe after 
they are well wearied ypon the experience of 
their owne vaine delires , arriue to know at 
length , both what God is, and what hee is to 
them whoſceke him. | 


Madam , we haue nor in our houſe a bitt of| 


bread, 
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- |bread; which wee may giue our freind to cate, 


who is coming fiom abroad ynlefle we goe 
borrow it of our neighbouit , who is God made 
maa, and orice .vho withall is ſoe neert ys, as 
chat he is ourhead, and both out father and our 
yrether. He who will lift his eyes vpto him,and 
depend. vpoti his hand; he who will be a beg- 
ger at his gate; he who will be in deſire of him 


him, ” ſhall be. refreſhed by the aboundatice of 
him, ; which doth as "es exccede the ſatisfa- 
Fon which creatures giue ; 4s God him ſelfe 
exccedes them. But out of God, lett rioe tmari 
preſume to have any hunger. ForasS.Avzuſtine 
ſaith where ſoener flesh and blould hall ex perf. to fin= 
le a fuilnes amongſt the Creatures , it will findet ſelfe 
deceined, Soe thatd manmay vrderſtand by ex- 
perience what difference there is betweene the 


tyedfromthem, { {ince in then) he found not 
what he ſou he, ) he may goear laſt with ariin- 
tyre hart to Pig 

moreto the foule; then it is able to receiue. 


.Your ladyſhip thuſt not therefore be earryed 


away , by that great errour which yetis imbra- 


.ced by niany great ones of this world, who are 


mightily affected to their owne will, arid wo 


; abound with particular appetites , "and was 
thinke belike, that they are ro abourid as myclt 


more then others , in deſire of things, as they 
are heere of more eminent ranke & ſtate; but 
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and growe euen fainte throfigh hunger after] - 


Creatour and the creatures, afid ſoe being vn<| 


im; who alone is able to impart: 


for! niy part I ſee nor what they gather: from 
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hence, bur greater torments, For after the rate 
of the defire, is the paine. And as S. Bernard 
ſaith, Let our proper wull ceaſe , and there will noe 
more be any hell, And ſoe wee may ay ,: let this 
proper will ceaſe, and there will not be inthe 
world, either any ſ{inne or any ſorrow, For 
that which comes toys, is not, initſelfe, the 
thing which giues vs paine , but the coming 
of-it , when we would not haue it come. And 
therefore doth God require our harts of vs, 
that ſoc hee may freethem from many miſeries, 
and may giue vs in exchaunge, his owne, 
which is peaceable, repoſed and Ioyfullintri- 
bulation. . Anda grofle foole is hee, who had 


| rather liuc in his owne ſtraitnes , then in the 


latitude of Almightie God; and who hadra 
ther dye in himfelfe, then line, in life, And i 
at any tyme , orin anything , we haue com- 
mitted - this finne , and haue enlarged the 
raynes to our owne delires , let ys humble 
our ſelues before the father of mercies , ac- 
knowledging our {innes,and hoping for par- 
don at his hands, and taking that paine which 
arew vpon vs, by the inordinatenes of our ap- 
petite, towards the diſcounting and diſchar- 
ging of our fault, For by this meanes, God is 
wont to take away our linnes like one who 
ſhould take the boughes or branches of a tree, 
and ſetting them firſt on fire, ſhould apply then 
afterwards, to the tree itſelfe,and foe burnett 
vpp, by the rootes. 


Much better it is for a ſinner , that het 
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' [fine , makes towards his proper place ; ſoe let 


[heereafter , any other defire may enter into 
.lour harts, but of him, or for the loue of him. 
And foe will the ſadd cloudes of theſe vnpreh;-: 


— 
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ſhould grow into paine by occaſion of his fin- 
ne, then into Peace and reit, For as S, Augult:- 
ne ſaith, there 1s not a more wofull thimg then the 
temporall felicitie of a ſinner, And as for vs let 
vs learne heereafter , to giue all our defires to 
God. And as aſtone falls downeward-, and 
as fire flyes ypward, and as euery thing in 


our harts fly at full ſpeede, towards the center 
thereof, which is God, | 
Who would not be amaſed ; to behould 
agreat rocky Mountaine hanging looſc in the | 
ayre , without falling downe to his proper 
place; and who will not wonder to ſee a hart 
which was created to repoſe , and reſt in God, 
detaine it ſelfe , in the ayre , and lefle then 
ayre? Therefore whether it be that wee cannor 
take true reſt in any other then in God, or be- 
cauſe this Lord of ours , deſerues, of himſel!- 
te, all our lone, ( ſince be isthe loadeſtone to 
which all ſpiritrs looke ) let. vs not fall heere- 


ett ys not ſpott our honour, let vs not com- 
mitt ſuch a treaſon againlt ſuch alord, asthat 


table hart-breaking melanchclies , and theſe 


doth yaine hopes & vaine feares fly from theſe 
harts of ours, & in their place a new morning 


_ 


after, into ſuch a folly, as that whercot I ſpace, | 


will riſe, which will give vs Ioy. For toſcethe 


light of heaug,is the cauſe of Ioy,bur the blinde 
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man cannot diſcerneit, For this did Tobias fay, 
What 10y cant bane in this life , ſince I cannot ſee th, 
(zght of heauen. It is a great truth , that noe man 


| whois not indeede vabeguiled concerning this 


world,can haue any true ioy of hart,for though 
hethinke; heeſees, yetindcede it is but alight 
of earth, and not a light of heauen, But after 
this other ſighta man growescured at the yery 
roote. 

It will be fitt that your ladyſhipp doe not 
thinke, to make the like exerciſes of minde, in 


the way of ſpiritt as before, now that you are| 


ſubie&ro an vnlike diſpoſition of body, And 
many haue ignorantly afflicted themſclues , fot 
not hauing beene able to weigh, what their 
ſtrength and ſtate would permitt. Ir 1s cleere 


that with this condition of body wherein you 


arc, you muſt not thinke of keeping the ſame 
method which yot held before ; nor doth our 


lord askeany ſuch things at your hands; fince| 
his will is very wiſe , and tempered alfoe with|} 


oreat mercie, and demands nothing of vs , but 
that, for which hee giues vs meanes.; And not 
onely hee will not reape where he doth not 
ſowe, but euen when hee ſoyyes , he is content 
toreape lefſe , then hee hath ſowed. Your la- 
dyſhip muſt not be diſc6forted for that which 


you are not ableto performe, for you might as 


| well put your ſelfe to paine, becauſe you haue 


noe wings where withto flye. Doe not place 
the ioye of your hart vpon hauing conſole 


tion, or ypon making Prayer, butypon the ac-| 


ren 
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compliſhmenr of the will of our Lord. And 
ince his pleaſure is, that the tyme which be- 
fore you ſpent in praying ſhall now be ſpent in. 
vomiting , let it beſoce inthe name of God; and 
lett his contentement be ours, and lett vs more 


olſeſle heauen and earth, Andif we betrou- 
bled with any ſcruple, that ſuch or ſuchapu- 


niſhement came to vs for our hauing com- 


chaſtiſes vs now for the thing which wee inor- 
dinately defired before ; inthat cafe , what haue 


| we more to doe then to caſt our ſelues at his 


feete, deſiring both correction and-pardon, And 
mn Soo P 

our lord will either giue them both , or els rhe 

pardon, withour the correction, but neuer the 


| f correction, without the pardon, if the fault be 


| notour owne. We muſtthereforetake any tri- 


he will fend, 

Oneonely thing wee haue to feare in this caſe, 
which is leaſt wee ſhould flubber oner our ne- 
gligences, ynder this occaſion and pretcnce,of, 
{ can doe noe more, Wee muſt heere looke vpon 
our ſehues with many eyes;for this Eve, which 
lives within vs, is ſoedefirousto be cheriſhed, 


thegarden, and to be cari ng of the forbidden 
fruite,that ſhe wants not athouſand innentiss 


mitted ſuch , or ſuch a ſinne , and that God 


—T CR. 


eſteeme thar he be pleaſed, then we would to | 


| ovulation, as an carneſt penny, or introduction | 
to peace; and prouided that'there may be peace | 
| detweene God & vs, letany thing come which 


andregaled, and to be walking vp and downe | 
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any thing of ſuperfluity, but of meare neceſli- || | 
tic, and iheis ina mightie chafe if they belciue || | 
her not. Madam there is neede heere of two ||; 
things ; The one that when wee clerely ſee, that 
weeare able in ſuch caſes, ro performe our ſpi- 
rituall exerciſes, wee muſt not omitt them, by 
any meanes, Be not faint in labouring for the 
loue of our lord, ſince true loue knowes not, 
what it is to þe remiſle, & as you are to be com-, 
paſſionate, & pious towards your beloued, ſoe 


| 

are you to be ſcuere, and nothing delicate to-|f| f' 
wards your ſelte, Your ladyſhip ſhalldoe well |f | 
| 


t——_ 


| 'tocall ro minde, what heroicall ac&s the loue]fj |' 
of Chriſt our lord hath wrought in this world, 
| in thoſe harts where it hath dwelt.It hath made 
them endure priſons , torments , diſhonours; 
and that with much joy , whileſt the great]ſ} | 
worth of the beloved hath beene placed beforeſf 
| the eyes of the lozer, And fince it hath wrought | ! 
ſoe great effects in others , let it not be ſoef | 

| 


nat. 


weake in your lady{hipp , as that it cannot| 
| enable you to paſſe through a little affliction, 
| for. the pleaſing of ſoe high a Lord ; by who- 
| | me youthall be ſoemuch the better accepted, 
| as you ſhall come to him with more affliction, 
Yet ſoc, as that our Lord is not deſirous off 
| our:-paine, but onely of our loue, bur yet it is 
| | ſtilltruewithall, thar the truth of loue is hard- 
ly.knowne, but in ſomewhat which puts vstoſf | 
Ecel, | paine. For the freind who ſtznds faſt in tyme of tris} 
6- |} bulatien, hes the true freind indeede. And though] 
God doe well know. what wee are, without] 


| _ ado 


| | beloued for Patience breedes Hope, as S. Paule 


| already , thou complyeſt not. And when you are in- 
any eaſe , though it bee not much , let your| 


| [{erting your hart lincke ( 


| otherwiſe. 
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| making any particular experiment, yet he loues 


| to trye vs, that wee may -know it too ; that 
foe wee may haue comfort in finding ourſelues 
 faithfull to him, in point of loue; and foe may 
| live in hope, that wee ſhall goe to enioye our 


ſaith, 


| So that this muſt be your method, till you | 


haue perfect health , that when you are free 
from your yomitts & paines, you may exercice 
your minde in ſpirituall things; and at thoſe 
| tymes you mult alſoe beſeech our Lord, to giue 
| you light to know , when it is the flattery of | 
| fleſh and blood, and when ir is Iuft neceſlitie, 
which hinders you. For he who vſes the. 
knowledge well which he hath, ſhall obtaine 
| light, for that which he knowes nor. Butas for 
| others , with what face can they asKe new 
{ light , ſince it may be anſwcared them thus, 
why defireft thou 16 know further , what my will 
md pleaſure is , fince in that which thon knoweſl 


4 


mind alſoe bee in ſome exerciſe of ſpirituall 
things though it be not much , nor with 
much attention , but onely —_— your 
deltres , and prefenting your ſelfe before 
our Lord, And by this, and withall by not | 
for euen the. very 
life of the foule conſiſts in that ) your la- 


| dy{hip {hall 


paſſe ory ; vntill that God prouide | 


Rom.yp, 
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| to pray, andour Lord anſweared her , thatit was: 


The woman of Samara asked where she was 


enery where to be done and thatin ſpiri. And ſoe 
isthe chriſtian to doe, who in all his workes, is 
to pray to our Lord \not in the mountaine orin 
rhe remple alone, bur i in eating, drinking and 
ſleeping, in healch and in ficknes , referring all 
to God, andioying in all things becauſe he re- 
ceiues them from that holy hand, 

Your ladyship is to baue great care , that 
you ſtraighten nor che goodnes of God, ſince he 
is immenſe, Doe nor thinke that you are to 
ſceke him, and to finde himbut onely in ſuchan 
exprelle place, or dererminate worke. He is 
euery where, and youare with him, andif you 
ſceke him cuery where, you shall cuery where 
| be ſure to finde him, I reioyced ( ſaith the wiſe 
man ) in all thinss , becauſe this wiſedome went be- 


in all things behoulds God , performing that 
' which he commaunds , and euer keeping the 
' hart in attention cowards him , and £ rom the 
; contrary flowes ſadnes, and diſcuſt, and de- 
{iection of minde , which is athing to be auoy- 


much hurt both to our body & to our ſoule, 


fort giue-ſtrengrh, and perſeuerance makes our 
ſpirituall enemies grow ſadd , it cherishes the 


fore mee. And foe doth hee alſoe reioyce, whoe| 


(ded, withmuch diligence. For ( as itis written), | 
' There is no profit in. ſuch. ſadnes. Nay it brings, 


— — I 


and toour neighbour. Whereas ioy , and com- | 


ſeruants , For bo ſpirit in cheerefull. 


ſpirit of God , which dwells in ſuch as are his | 


EPISTLES.  Ep.g. 


| Beſides this , your adyship hall doe well 
to receiue the Bud of our Lord , now and 
then, And ſince the lddging which he takes 
vp , is in the hart, you are not to be in paine, 
for that your body i is noe berter. And though 
there may be ſome impediment, why wee can- 
not labour, yer there can be none , why wee 
{may not "Wi So much the more = wee loue 
our Lord, becauſe hee is both omnipotent, and 
very defirous to giue {trengthtothar hart which 
[ſeckes to loue him, for this tends tothe accom- 
plichment of that very thing , which he likes 
belt of all others borh in heauen andearth, and 
[that is Love. Vitherewith I deſire that your lady- 
Ship tnay ſoe abound on earth , that you may 
deſerue to be lodged neere our Leed! ia heauen. 
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| gereately in charge , and who feared , her ſelfe ty 
be troubleſome to him. He takes all feare from 
ber , and animates her to perſeuer in the way of 
vertue , which she had begun ; and adaiſes her 
to the ſeruice of ber neighbours , as & good mea- 
nes , whereby she might obtaine the guift of 
Contemplation, | 


} [ F you knew how great ioy I haue felt in 
write often to mee , how carefull ſoeuer the 
deuill might be, todiſcourage you. And if you 
knew how great favour you doe mee, in letting 
and if withall you would be pleaſed to make 
deuill brings to you, about the making'you 
chinke, that you are troubleſome to mee. I, for 
my part, haue nottaken ypon me ſo in ieſt, that 
hands , as that any difficulty could make me 
weary of it, how great ſoeuer it might bee; and 


how much leſſe can I bee weary , when the 


lightfull.I beſeech you, for the lone of ourlord, 


"A Letter of the Author to a Lady , whome he had| 


me ſee,that you are c6fident of my truth to you, 


tryall of mee, I beleeue you would caſt away a| 
2reat number of thoſe imaginations, which the| 


thing it ſelfe is not painefull to mee , but de-| 


chat you will aske him, whether I loue you of| 
| noe. For I hope for ſoe much fauour ar his} 


Ep. wy : 


| 


my ſoule, by your letters, I beleeue you would|| 


| 


j 


charge of you, which our lord hath putinto my 


hands, as that he will tell you I doe,foraſmuch ; 
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|Doe you not know , how much hurt this con- 


crucified for ys , let not things palle in this 


%, 
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as he is a freind of truth, and hee knowes that 
the thing, indeede, is ſoe. Doe you not already 
ynderſtid, that this is but atricke of the deuill, 
whereby he would pull downe weake perſons? 


ceite doth to ſome of your neighbours , when 
they beleiue it? you know well cnough , how 
to chide them , who will not conceiue, that 
they are beloued by their freinds, and how to 
take the part of ſuch as are abſent. But now 
why take you not that counſaile for your ſel- 
tc, which you giue to others ? why will you 
needes tire me out, with your incredulitie, as 
{others doe 2 For the loue of him , who was 


manner; bur be confident that our lord loues 
[you , and imparts true loue to mee , for the 
doeing of all that, which is neceflary for you; 
| & that this mult laſt till you ſhall haue gayned 
|the crowne,to which our lord hath called you: 
| which is not to be any little one, nor doe 1 
finde in my ſelfe, any little ioy, that I am hel- 
| ping youro gaine the ſame. | 


thinke , that the ſtate wherein you are, is a 
ſtate of condemnation. For that is a meere 
temptation of the deuill, who delires nothing 
| more, then that you may leaue your manner 
of-lite, that ſoe, he may carry you away with 
him, And ifitſceme to you, that you haue not 


You mult alſoe forbeare , bothto ſay, and | 


that recalle&ion , which you ought, for my part | 


Tam eglad that vou deſireit, and figh forit. Bur 
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yet you mult nordoe it foe, as withall to Con, 
ceiue, thavyouare not pleaſing to God, in doe. 


ing what you doe, Many tymes men {crue God 
more, whilſt chey haue noe recollectis, (ſoe that 


it, For ſometymes, yea and many tymesx, the plea- 
ſure of God is that, rothe end wee may vie Cha- 
ritieto his children, we ſhall forſake the ſweete- 


triarch Lacob wasenamoured of Rachell, who was| 


{ faire, & he ſerued ſcauen yeares, that they might | 


giucher to him, for his wife; and attheend thee} 
reof, they gaue him Lie, the ſiſter of Rgchell, as. 
zainſt his liking, And when he complayned the+ 


of thatcountry,to beſtow their youngeſt daugh-' 
cersfirſt, as he deſired. But they wished him to} 
marry this ather at that tyme, and that if indee- | 
de he loued the yanger as much ag he ſaid, he 
zchould labour ſeauen years more for that, and'| 


hee did, and ſoc he obteyned her. 
Hee who hath a minde to giue himſelfe, as it 
were, in marriageto the beautifull life of recollece : 


"OF. 


{ yet withall, they procure it) , then with hauing| 


nes of atxending to himiſel{e alone. And the Pa-| 


reof, they rould him, that it wasnortthe faghion | 
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then they would alſoe giueherto him, and this | 


tion. and dewout prayer, delires that which is very | 
200d, Buthe muit beſtow himſelfe in marriage, 
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to the life of ion, and labour. And firſt hee muſt * 
employ himſclfe ypon the good of his neigh» |: 
bours, and afterwards byperſcuerance, he shall: 
braine the other, when our Lord $hall finde ir} 
| ir for him, Bur in the meanetyme hee is con- 
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rented with vs,if we will figh for this,and if we 4 


» —_— MC. GE—_—  - :- 
A - = 


my i ——.. 


Ay 
tte Pl” 


will attend to that. Neither 1s he in the right, 
whois gladd of buſines, and imployments; nei- 
ther yer ts thatother in cheright, whoe when he 
isin the middeſt thereof, goes ſtill complayning. 
Bur he alone complyes with that which God 
commands, whoe beſtowes his hands, and wor- 
kes vpon the ſeruice of his neighbours; and his 
{defires vpon the ſetuice of our Lord, withmore 
recolle&ion. Yer ſtill I ſay, not ſoe farr e, as that 
this defire muſt make him complaine; or be dif- 
puſted. Bur he muſt haue patience1n his buſines; 


other. He obeys in the one, and he ſkis for the 
other. And as I haue ſaid elſe where, God ſerues 
himſelfe of ſome, in the firſt Life of {ebony ; rather 


[then in the ſecond life of repoſe, becauſe wee vyſe 


to diſguiſe that deſire , which indeede we hane 
tobe at liberty, and ro follow our owne will ; & 


yexations of others , vnder the colour of giuing 
our ſelues to Cor ' tion, 
Our Lord therefore, who knowes foe much 


ſres that the deſires of our hart ſome tymes are 
fuch; as I haue (aid, hath care to condu@ our 
life -ccording cothat which he iudges ro import 
vs moſt, And (oe, his ſeruants muſt yeilde obe- 
dience to him and accept of that, with thankes- 


| B'S which he imvarts. And if any man Con- 


that the employment which he hath , is 


andin his deſire and loue, he muſt haue quietnes;} 
his hands-in 6ncof them, and his eyes, vpon the| 


berrer, then our ſelues what' 1s good for vs, and | 


” 288.7 9" FOIA, EN WAY | 
EPISELES. "Ep.10. 7 


] 


| 


not to bepur roendure the impertinences , and 
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2z | but zhar hee, for his part, is weake , 2nd 


SPIRITVALL: Evo, 


| that he ſerues not God therein ſoe well as he 

ought, or as he would ; Iacknowledgethathe 
ſaich truc; and I defire, that he will belecueand 
(fay ſoe ſtill. For woe be to that ſoule , which 


preſumes to thinke, that he may contelt with 


mercie, 
Know you, your ſelfe , for wicked, and 


| goodnes , and mercie, And euery day, 
{hewillgrowe, in doeing you greater fauoury 
And concciue , that ( ſach as you are euer 
now, ) our lord youchſafcs to like , and loue 
you , but ſoe that you muſt continue in the 


of his o 


uice, and then yoult mult eſteeme that boi 
hee and T are contented with you. And {ind 
| both your father who is in heauen, and you 
ſpirituall father who is on earth, are contented, 
with you; you muſt alſoe be contented wit 
your ſcite. Not ſoc, as that you may giuc oue, 
| to proceede, and profitt in the ſcruice of ou 
lord , but that you may not be diſcouraged, of 
diſmayed, in the manner of like which ,noy 
you hould. Anddoeycu alſce confidently t 

leeue, that our Lord is ſerued, by your aboad 


where youare; and this I declare to you, in wp . 


name ; andthat he will comfort you much,and 
vouchſafe to doe you very great fauours, And 
remember this word well. Be faithtullto Gog 
| and turne not your backe towards him.-Belev 
ue not the counſaile of the deuill, nor yet 


: 
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God , any- other way , then by beggity 


God will wrapp you vp warme in the mantle 


warre without turning your backe to his ſal} 
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4 . . 
[lord ouercomes in vs, who is the flrong lyon 


| ['f lude , and whoe if he ſhould leaue ys, 


your ſelfe todye for God ; rather then to for- 
bearc what you haue begunne, For you ſhall 
quickly ſee, how well God deales with them, 
who ſtand faſt in fighting for his honour. The 
holy ghoſt.be your conſeruer, and comforter, 


'1 Amen, 
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A Letter to a deuout freind of at, 
wherem he shewes how Weake, man 
is Without God , and. how full of 
firength when he is placed in the hid- 
aen part of his face, and what this 

" face ts. | 


; / 


HE. peace of our Lord beeuer with you. 
Soe great is our weakenes, and {oe craf- 


ty and: ſtrong arc they who wage warre. a-, 


gainſt ys , that it is noe maruaile, if ſome ty- 


| mes we be ouercome , but it is rather ſtrange 
[if weouercomeat any tyme. Or rather in very 


deede wee neuer ouercome , bur Chriſt our 
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Þ | flesh and bloud. Be bould to truſt, and to offer | 
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| 


we Were mitan ity to be swaliowed. vp ; as. Dan { 
ſaich, Bur he forſakes ys not, becanſe he lows 
vs, and eſpecially ſuch 4s place their bope in hum, 


che ſame Dauid ſaith, Then art the defender of all |- 


ſuch as hope in thee. Andifar any tyime he hide hin 
ſelfe from vs; it is not becauſe he departs ; but 
like a Tealous ſpouſe, he ſtands looking threugh the 
cranyes, to ſee what that ſoule is doeing , whe 
he hath abſented his imbracements from her, 
Eſpecially he conſiders, if the ſoule haue loſt her 


confidence, which his deſire is may remaine ſoe 


rooted inour harts, that noe winde of tEpration 
may pluck it vp, but may rather ſtrengthen and; 


ſettle it, belecuing that how much more we are] 
cempted, ſoe niuch more weare beloutd by him} 


and how much more we are perſecuted by our 
enemies {o much more are we cherished by ak 
mighty God, whoſe care and vigilancy is imcom- 
parably more for our defence, then the ſubtility 
of our cnemies can be for our preiudice. The! 
cauſe heereof is, for that he loues vs more, then 


che deuill abhorres vs and he is more powerfull 
thenour flesh is fraile, and he hatha blefled plas; 
ce of retreare; wherein asina moſt ſecure haue, 


and as in the boſome of a mother , he giues hat- 
bour, toſuch as beirig wearyed with the rempelt 
of tribulations endured for his ſake , haue res 
courſe to him. Of this Dauit ſaid, Thou Shall 
hide vs in the hidden parie of ty face; 

' Dot you not thinke. O my beloued brothel 
that you shall be well hidden ind ſecute,; and 
oyfull in the face of God 7 But yoit v wil askb) 


why 
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wear reaſon, For as the face of God isnotdarke 
a bright according to his diuinitie, ſo yertthe 
face wy Chriſt our Lord , as God and man, is 
faid to be darke and hidden, according to. his 
humanity, But this not when hs face sbined ike 
the Sonne, 1m Mount T abor, and his garments like the 
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[Celnary ; when his garments and fleſh were 
dyed redd with tbe bloud which -proceeded 
(fromhim , as-the price of our redemption. If 
you well conſider his face, growne yellow with 


lwelling , which cheir blo wes had made; & full 
| ofteares deſcending from his eyes, & of blood 


Yibeſure to ſay, that his face was bidden., he of 
JW whom Dauid faith, that be was fayre beyond the 
1 ovnes of men, and that grace Was diffuſed throxgh 


Iſl for all eternity. to | 

| Certainely, the moſt beautifullof men, was 
hidden , and more tormented then/ man euer 
Wwas; andſoe farre disfigured , that Eſey faith, 
1 He bath noe beauty , nor grace; we ſaw bum, and be 
MN 14d n0 figure of 4 man. Andagaine; afterwards 


Al hidden, and deſpiſed , 4nd that therefore they eftee- 
1d bim nor. He andeede, did ſuffer our infirmities, 
4 end ur ſorrawes, and we tooke bim for ſome leprous 


why it is calleda hidden part. Certainely with | 


bebt; but when he was disfigured ypon Mount | 


his long faſting, and redd with the bufferts and | 


| diſtilling from his crowne of thornes, you will | 


Wl lips, and that therefore our Lord did bleſſe him 


IN ke faith, That- his face was as if it had beene | 


Ep it: Bi | | IJ 


ſon , who bad beene firaocken and abaſed by our 
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| wherewith to looke himintheface, andto 


''Well then my deere brother , in this fa 
which ſeemes to be ſoe deformed, ( but which 
 indeede is farely beautifull to ſuch as behoull] 
it with the eyes of faith'and loue, conlidering 
that'it was loue which deformedir;, to the ent 
that he might" beautify our deformity ) Jo 
God hide them, who labour that they may nat 
depart from hifi. And he giues them light 


ceiue ſuch ſtrength, and comfort chetce” as! 
make them feele, that he ſaid true , who | 
Shew vs thy fare ainit we Shall be ſafe. 
This face is beheld by the eternall farhd 
and out of that ſight, dec reſult to vs, the be; 
mes of his bounty and light, for by meanesths 
reofdoe all thoſe bleſſings come to vs whid | 
God ſends. And Dazid knowing this, beſoug 
' Gdd faying.. Looke , vpon the face, of thy Chr | 
' For b ) todKing vpon that face, he layes dowl | 
that Wrath to which he had been moued by lolf 
' king vpon our impudent faces, and he will 
mone' the deformity of them , by that oth [ 
beauty. And'to'the end that this face of bi 9 
might euer ſtand: before his father, Saint Pa: 
ſaith , that Teſs Chjiſt entred into beanen , to ff | 
peare before the face of God for vs, 'And OW ny / F 
the eternall Father Tookes into this glaſle, th q 
he may cometo ys, let vs alſoe looke into tf |, 
the'end that we may not depart from: him, 
' We haue not any other remedy againſt a 
weakcnes, but the weakenes of Jeſus Chriſt 
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Lord, of * which S. Paule ſaid that be dyed W | 
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| Conſider how greatthings he endured tharſoe 


[nes of his, and that we might nor giue them | 
laway tO ſtrangers, they hauing been purcha-' | 


Jany other ſoe deere companion, and ſoe true 


"EPISTLES:. 


Ep. II, 3 


iofirmuty , but that be lies by the power of Grd [ 


our ſoules might be taught to loue that weake- 


ſed by their proper Lord, at ſuch a'paineful! 
and precious rate. And doe butweigh, what 
weake braines 'we haue , itt departing from 
that ioy which recreates the angells, to obtaine |. 
this baſe: delight; which is pollefſed by beaſts: 
And how inconfiderate thatfoute is , which | 
exchaunges honny, for gall, and the Cr eatour;, 
for a creature, 
Wretched creatures that we are, and whe-! 
ther ſhall wee got, and what ſhall wee fſeeke, 
out of Chriſt our lord 2 Shall we petaduenture, 
beable to finde out any other Lord like this; 


freind, both in proſperity & aduerlity? Where: 
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[is any other ſoc milde in pardoning 
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10 how fincere a truth was that, which Saint! 


1we goe © Lord , for thou baſi the words of etey=; 
{nall life. 


o, ſoebeau-! 
tifullto behould . ſoe wiſeto conlult, and foe 
good to loue ? where is there'any other , who; 
can finde in hijs hart, to dye for mee, with ſuch! 
teares and with ſach loue? and who ſtill re-! 


if I could hane necede of his ſecond death > 


Peter delivered when he ſaid , Whether sball 


Wee are well , my deere brother , where 


| Chriſt our Lord, harh by his 5 mercy placed VS. 1 3B 
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PR CPI A MF. "IO IP" "4 tbe. RE WY __——.t —_ 


maines with a diſpoſition to dye yer againe,|' 


$4 *.. SPIRITVALL Ep.nM{ 
| Let vs' take heede , that wee trye | 
kinde of wocfull thing it is , 54 wi 
him. A very bitter thing it is , and it coſhlf 
ſoundly, the ſetting on. Lett vs looke vpon 
the aflitions which he ſuffered for vs . and 
with them lett vs comfort our ſelues in out 
and by them let vs begg his grace , and fa 
uour ; and he will giue it to-vs , that we 
may thereby , ouercome the world, the fleſh, 
and the deuill ; and foe we ſhall live in God, 
fince he dyed to Kill our death , and to giue 
vs life. | ; , 
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A Letter of the Authour , to the ſame 
Lady whome formerly he had ant- 
mated , to beare ber affiuftions with 
patience: 


\ A4Y ſoule loues yours becauſe God 

MA ror it , and becauſe I am to: haue 
| noe little part in your -happines. 'S; 
Paule ſaith, that they toYphome he- preached , were 
1 foy , bis henour , and hu crowne ; in reſpe& 
that receiuing the word of -God from his 
mourh ., they had chaunged their life to the 


delides that he reioyced in their good, he alfoe 
hoped to receiue a reward at the laſt day , for 


] J having beene that inſtrument, by meanes whe- 
ÞF | feof, God had gayned thoſe ſoules, and there- , 


fore did-hecall them his crowne, Becauſe, as a 
crowne doth beautify, and honour the. head 
of ſuch as pur it on; ſo they whoe are ſaued by 


meanes of any man's preaching, will be a mea- 


F | es of honouring and ioying that man, as ſome 
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beautifull crowne of rich ſtones might doe. 

Now this being foe, I confefſe you owe me 
not many thanks, for my wilhing well to your 
foule, becauſe the good thereof is mine, in re- 


| better , "and had begun to walke in the way of 
| God, and ſoe'gaue much ioy to S. Pawle, For, 


| 
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| gard that God hath done me the fauour to be-| 
{tow you vponme;, for my {pirituall childe, and 

| will impart you to me as one of rhe pretious 
ſtones of that crowne, which one day he will 
vouchſafe mee, if I continue faithfull in thatlf 
yocatio,by which he hath called mee. And now 
becauſe you are a ſtone, which he will ſett in a 
crowne , it isthe pleaſure of our Lord to worke, 
and poliſhyou, very well. For, it is noe waylf | 
{ fict, to put ſuch ſtones in a crowne, asare either] 
tough or of, noe worth ; but ſuch as theſe will] 
be:throwne intohell; ſince they receiued not| 
their being wrought , and enamelled by the| 
ſpicitt of our. lord. But thoſe liuing ſtones, | 
whereof the celeſtiall [eruſalem is built , are 
wrought:heere, with ſoc many blowes, that]ſ 
+ Teemes as if our lord would breake theny| 
and that againe he giues them new. blowes,| 
without compaſſion, cuen before the paine off 

| the former be gone, Burt yer, he hath noe inten-| 
tion to breake them, but to poliſh them, nor ro] 

' | deſtroy them, but to beautify them; & to mak 
uch, as that by how much the more they 
Rd to beill handled hceere, foe much the 
TAvee brightly they may {hine, at the latter day, 
in the high preſence of almighty God. Then 
will that appeare to be mercy, which heere ſecc- 
med cruelty. And God will ſee thoſe pretious 
ſtones which be bath wrought, euery one in his pro- 
per place,& that, ſo full of blifle, that the mes} 
nelt of them is ro be incoparably more eſteemed] 
then kingdomes, and empires, and whatſoeuet 
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| as baniſhed men, and crowded vp into. acoruer; 


| for hee treates you, as he bath treated; and as 
| they gaue him, For they wrought , & bettypon 
| did alfoe worke vpon that other ſecond ſtone of 


| euery one is to haue there, he muſt be wrought 
| 2nd poliſhed heere. Now if this be neceſſary, 


O happy ftroakes, which are ro-end inſ{uch | 
a high repoſe! O happy labour, which ſhall be 
paid, by the imbracements of God himlelte: 
Wound vs heere, O Lord,as muchas thouwilt, 
ſoethat thou cheriſh vs there; 'Heere make vs 
weepe, that there thou maiſt wipe away, our 
teares, Diſcomfort ys heere, inallthings; foe 
that we-may enioy thee, yyhoe art 4 things, and 
| be rigorous to vs.heere., ſoe that there, thou 
haue mercy for ys,in ſtore. In this world, weare 


and weare as it were, vpon at Eater, eur. Hear, 
uen is Our coantrey., and our .hberty, & ous, feſit- 
my. Andchexefote, howſocuerthings happen,. 
wewill makea.ſhiftto palls.jt.heere,totheend: 


Madam,you mult giue thankes to.ourJord; 
he meanes to treate his beſt freinds. And as for 
that onely begotten ſonneof his, who is the princi-; 
pall fone of all fones , doe but-{ce what blowes 


him, from head to feete; & theſe very blowes, 


heauen , which is the moſt Bleſſed! virgin, our 
Bl. Lsdy. Andſoe according to the place, which 


that when the glory of God ball appeare , wealſce:| 
may appeare i elery 3..& that we-may-celebracs 
that joyfull Eaſter, with-ſge many Cittizens of. | 
heauen who firſt celebrated the vigill vpo.garth, | 
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if | other carthly things, which can be conceiued. 
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euenfor iuſt perſons , what ſhall become of vs| 
ſinners, but onely that we muſtbowe downe 
the head, and (ay, O Lord thou panisheft mee liule 
in comparifon of the much punishment which I deſer- 
ve, All that which I can;ſuffer ts little, though I alone 
Should ſuffer ail the affliGtions of the whole world 
For to him who deſernes hell , what temporal paine;|f 
can ſeeme great? . | | 

Lett vs know, that God is full of pittie to- 
wards ys, cuenthet, when he ſeemes moſt ri- 
gorous; without doubt he is full of piety, ſince 
whomeſocuer he puniſhes heere ; Fe will- not 
puniſh, bug comfore there, For it is written, 
That God doth not'punich a man forthe ſame thing, 
.twite. All that which we endure, we deſerue, 
'butyet God is ſoe very full of pitty that for the 
ſtripes which he ſends vs, hepardons our {in- 
| nes;/andhe accounts it ſoc, as a pecce of ſerui- 
ce fromvs, as that he 'giues vsa crowne for the 
| ſufferance, And ſince the afflitions of this world 
| preuent Purgatorie , and entitle vs to heauen, 
who will not louethem, when they come, yea 
| and beg more of God-, then yethe had , and 
cuen'be ſorry , when he hath them not. He 
who knowes Chriſt-and his kingdome , hath 
noe compaſſion of himſelfe, in this world , be- 
cauſe'he knowes himfelfe to. be more fitt for 
God , the more afflitions he endures for his 
ſake. And foedid thatenamoured lgnatine ſay 
Fire, Croſſe, fury of beaſts, cutting, quartering , bre 
king , and deſiroying of enery parte of my whole badyj| 
| and the ſcourges of the dewill himſelfe ; Let all theſe 
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It is more bappines for me to-dye for Chriſt our Lord, 


thereof to the other; This ſaith that Saint, as one 
who knew well and did much loue as lord 


\niog.of him, 
Inthis manner, I deſire that you woulden- |} 


\ployed, which could be disburſed for the gay= 
courage your ſcife to ſuffer the Prmrgatorie of 


yourſelfe to endure affliction, for the pure loue 
of leſs ; whoe endured ſoe great things for 
you, without hauing giuen the leaſt ſhaddow 
of cauſc in himſelte., *And 1 would haue you ſay 
to him, that howſocuer you are bound to ſuf- 
fer what he will ſend, yet out of a free hart, you 
would gladly ſuffer for the pure loue of him, 


xccording to the i intention of your hart , our 
Lord will accept it at your hands, as an Fmndibns 
which you carry for his loue. "mM the loues of 


bur in the love of God , the Embleme , is ſuffe- 
rence in afflition. And he who is not of a 
ſtrong hart to ſuffer much , lett him neuer ſtand 
telling mee that he lones much, For in this 


thugs come vpon mee , and lett me onely enzoy Chriſt | 
our hed. There us nothing in ths world , which | 
can doe m8 good z not ſoe wacd os enen- 4 k insdome. | 


wa tel Ae d 


then to exerciſe dominion oner the earth , from one end | 


Leſs Chriſt ; and who ſaw that all was wellem- | 


your {innes 3 yea and though you ſh ould not 
haue nad {inne, you ſhould yer apply } 


though you were norbound to it, And thus 


: 


this world men vſe to make other Emblemes; [ 
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world there is noe love without greife. 1 hope | 


in 11 God, that, as heere hee giues you everfe, e, and 
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| trouble ; foe hee hath prouided a place of reſts 
and ioy for you, in the other world. Though|ſ 
indeede , the very ſuffering for ſuch a Lord, is 
{ reward enough. - And ſoe that as there is no- 
| thing ſoe much to be defired , in the other 
world, as to enioy that kingdome with Chriſt 
our Lord , ſoe neither is there any thing in 
this, which'may be compared to the excel- 
lency of ſaffermg with him, and for him. Suffer 
therefore with a good will, fince you are to be 
crowned , for the fame. For the afflictions 
' which you.cndure, come to you but as a fit 
meanes , whereby you may obtaine that 


crawne. 
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A Letter of the Amuthour to a Cauallero his freind, 
He shewes bow that perſon who feeles himſelfe 
growne could in the way of vertue , hath reaſon to 
apprebend 11 much, and to greme much , for the 
preſent ill , and for the daunger wherein he 1s of | 
falling imo greater mijchbeiſe ; and namely of 4 
| bardned hart which is the next doore to bell. 
That vjually thy decay of ſpirit , growes either 


ſpeakes of the remedies. 
=k who in ſome former tyme, hath ſeene 


preſent findes it to be in decay, hath much cau- 


FI" 


all the meanes hee may. For , if a man'be 
apt to feele the diminution which he may ſuf- 
ter, in his temporall goods ; how much more 
ought wee toapprehend the decay of the goods 
of our ſoule ,- which are 29des indeede 2 Iob ſaid 
{with a deepeſigh , that be wished w be as he had 
veene . in the tywe of h1s youth , when our Lord pro- 
|tefted bim , and when he made hu candle Sshine onty 
his head, Theſe and other things , which he 
afurmed himſelfe to haue poſlelled before, and 
were wanting to him then, at the preſent, muſt 
rather be thought to have beene certaine cho1- 
ce, delightfull, and deuout communications, 
which formerly he had receitied from God,and 


from ingrauutude , or neeligence, And laſtly be | 


his ſoule,a proficient in vertue; and atthe | 


ſe to be in-paine, and to procure remedy, by | 


— 


| lob.29 


then were milling ; then that he was then in 


: 
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tyme of tryall, which is true tyme wherein in- 
deede it may be ſcene, what ſtrength one hath, 
ne is found tohauchad noe cauſe to coplaine, 
45 if our Lord did not then proteft him, or carry hy 
{ light over him ; and therefore he ſaith ypon the 
former ground , who will graunt that I maybea 
[ was before &C, 

Now if he complaine of this, what will 
that man haue reaſon to doe, who findes him- 
 ſelfe waſting in pointe of vertue it ſelfe ; and 

who perceiues that his ſoule goes eſtraungin 
it ſelfe by little and little not onely from choſe 


| wherewith he comforted himſelfe, in former 
tyme ; but cuen from the very cuſtody of God's 
lawe, and from conformity with his holy will. 
And although this miſcheife be great, euen for 
the preſent, yet is it greater by much, for the 


fall, in relation to a great one, lyes ascloſe asthe 
'vomitted our, who leades a life of tepidity. 
God, for his pretious paſſion , keepe cuery 


-mortall man, from this miſery which is ſo great 


had beene.better, neuer to haue knowne our Lord, then 
after they bad knowne bim , and walkedin his way, 
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preſent want of his former vertues. For ſince| ſ 
he gaue ſoe good account of himſelfe, inthat 


communications which he had enioyed , andjþ 


future loſſe, which may be feared. For a little| 


cecue doth to the holy day ; and as neere be 15 to be 


as to make Saint Peter ſay , that ſuch men as they,| 


to haue forſaken him and to haue betaken themſelues | 
wicked courſes. And that wasnot without great| 
miſtery, which our lord ſaid to the man who| 
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had veene i1CK., eight and: thirty yeares : Now 
thou artwhole ; but take heede thou ſinne noe more, 
[eaft 4 worſe thing happen to thee, Theſe words are 
to be weighed, & feared withall, for they con- 
taine a rigorous threat, and are deliuered by the 


| mouth of [r»th it ſelfe, and are wont many ty- 
mes, to be executed , vpon ſuch as feare him 


not, nortakea courſe to preuent their falling 
into them, | 

There happens a wors thing to them, becauſe 
the ſinnes into which they fall afterward are 
more highly qualifyed, and more deepely roo- 
ted, then the finnes committed in former ty- 
mes. As there is a difference betweene a man 
when he falls with his eyes open , and when 
with his eyes {hutt ; or betweene a man whoe 
hath witt, and yet doth the workes of a foole, 
andanother, who either hath no witt at all or 
very little ; or betweene aman who ought his 


uice, for great fauours receiued, and arfdther 
who had receiued noeſuch fauours. One thing 


| it is to meete the king in the ſtreete, & (ſeeing 


and knowing, who heis ),notonely todoe him 


know him at all,or not very well ; or ar leaſt, 
not to conſider who it was, that paſled. | 
A great fauour it is which, God doth. to 


withall he obliges them to much thereby fince 


lifeto another in the way of gratitude, and ſer- 


noe reuerence , but to proceede irreuerently to- | 
{ wards him; and another thing it is , not to 


them, to whome he giues boththe knowledge | 
of their ſinnes ; and of his diuine loue , bur yer 


| | 
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ill with the bard-berted at the latter day. And 


MA th, et, 


{ inſteede of ([eruices ? 


accordmy t» the guift he jalll Tal 10e aucount nuif 
be made, And it it be ill done, not to pay good 
with good; what will it be, to render euillfor 
good receiuzd, and to anſweare with offences 


There happens a wors thing ta them, ſincethey 
are wont toſinne more, and with more faulty 
circumſtances then before; and they come by 
little and little, towards a hardnes of hart; and 
to_ dry themſelues vp, in ſuch ſort, that they 
are not in diſpohtion, to doe the good which 


'| they did before; I meanenot, when they were 


ſoe proſperous , and happy in our Lord , but 
cuen betore that , when yet, he had not called 
them to his ſeruice, Then doe they figh,though 
it be witha hard & vntoward hart,to obtainea 
little ſpirituall good againe, and they finde it 
not, But that which they finde is, That hea 
uen is to them made of brafle, and the earth 
of iron; for there is not a dropp of water to be 
found, which may ſoften their ſoules, or yeild} 


ned. And they, whoe in former tymes, were vis 
ſited & watered, with many good inſpirations, 
to whichthey youchſafed not to an{weare, doe 
now delire ſome one, and cannot compaſlcit.. 
Thus are negligent & faſtidious rich men pu- 
niſhed, by being killed with hungar; astherich 
couetous man vas afflifted with twirſt, And it is 


| not many myles, from this hardnes of harrto 


hellit (elfe,fince the Scriprure faith: It ſhall goe} 
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them any fruite , whereby they may be ſuſtey-|ſ} | 


'1 
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— 
| 
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thing which is of great priuiledge- and grace 
when it is graunted by our lord, as S, Bernard 
faith, Noe man of a bard hart did eucr obtaine ſalua- 
tion, vnleſſe God, did in h1s mercy cure him firſt, and 
did take his ſtony bart from him , andgiue him a hart 
of flesh , inſteede thereof. 


ked ſonnes , who after that they were recei- 
ued for ſonnes, and treated after that rate, doe 
forgert therr Lord whoe poſſeſſed them , who made 
them. , and who created them. And he who trem- 
bles not art. this , doth-already giue teſtimony 
enough, that he is hard harted ; and hath rea- 
| ſon' to feare ſo much the more, as he feares the 
lefle. And therefore Sir, let ys conſider theſe 
things, as {ignes of that, which is like to fol- 
low. When weſce that the foundations of a 
wall fall away, it is tyme to apply ſome reme- 


Lett vs greately feare the gocing backward in 


[ ſpirit, of one onely day , & lett vs nor ſuffer a 


defect, though it may ſceme ſmall,topaſle away, | 
without puniſhment. And I ſay thongh it ſeeme 
ſmall, for in very deede, none at all is ſoe, for the 


ſome of them be greater then other, 
\ Lett vs refolue that this miſcheife proceedes 
from one of theſe two cauſes; either not being 
tankefull for the good recciued, or being negli 
gent, in conferuing it. Saint Bernard faith, That 
the cauſe why God imparting great benefitts 
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| being cured of this euill, coſts deere, and it is a 


Theſe are the journeys ends of thoſe wics | 


dy, ſince wee are aduertiſed of the daunger. 


very leaſt of themdoth vs much hurt , though | 
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1. Tohn, 


| 


' benot ſo proſperous in the goods of this world, 


to many , without euen ſoe much as their as: 
king, doth yer deny them other inferiour be.| 
nefitts which they asked afterwards, is becauſe| 
they were vngrarefull for thoſe greater bene. 
fiers ; and chereby make themſelues vnworthy| 
of the leſſer. Nor is it any new thing , that he| 
who vſes ill the great bleſſing which he receis| 
ues ( as if there were noe neede of taking pai-! 
nes, to conſerue that which is already gotten) 
ſhould looſe them. ' Soe that we muſt now 
thanke God againe, for the benefitts whickwe 

haue receiued ; and let vs employ them well, 

{ forasmuch as now remaihes inour power ), 

leaſt wee vtterly.looſe them all, and our ſelues 


with them. Lett vsbe the more remiſle in 0+ 


ther buſineſſes , that ſoe we may be attentive 
to this, with all our power, When a man diuis 
des his eſtate, into very many parts and pays 
ments, it growes to be in effect nothing. And 
he'who hathreceiued particular bleſhings from 
heauen may content himſelfe with Keeping 
them , and growing rich in them, though he 


If he haue a minde to comply very punQually: 


it will be vpon the price of ſomewhar /els| 
which is more worth, For the world 1s ſoe full of 
maliznitie, and our forces are ſo weake , that 
wee are like ſome little poore candle , in the 
middeſt of many windes, and if we faile to be} 


very diligent, to keepeit in, they will blowit| 
our. Such is the miſery of vs whoe live in this | 


. 
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with the deſire of temporall riches, I fearethat|f 
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| [man, and fo in the reſt, And procuring to ap- 


{ 


exile, And therefore they, who hauc any brai- | | 
nes, are wont to feare, and figh , and groane, 
with deſire to be gone from hence. | 
Make you account that this is your cheife 

eſtate, your honour your ſafety , and your life; 
and place your right eye vpon this and your 
left ypon other things. And if lomewhat mult 
needes be loſt, ler it be that , which will one 
day beloſt, whether wee will or noe, how ca- 
refully ſoeuer we may thinke to keepe it. And 
lett that remaine in ſafety , which, it our ſelues 
doe not looſe , wee ſhall be ſaved for euer: 
lacob diſpoſed of that wife and thoſe children 
whom he leaſt loued, into the frot or foreward 
of his company , deſyring, that if any ill accident 
should arrine it might rather fall firſt vpon ahem, | 
then vpon that wife and children. which be loved 
better. And euery day wee doe the ſame ,'in 
marſhalling the parts of our temporall eſtate, 
For wediſpoſe our ſelues to looſe that which is 
lefſe, and to ſaue that which is more. 

Lett vs therefore reſolue that it is better to. 
haue a good conſcience, then much temporall 
riches; and to haue credit with God, then with 


peaſeour Lord, by penance , aud confeſſion, | 
for that which is pat, lett ys beginne to make | 
new purpoſes; and lead a new life, with freſh 
courage, being very much offended with our 
ſelues , for hauing beene ſoe vngratefull, toour 
great benefaour, and ſoe negligent in that, 
which concerned vs moſt. Giue not ouer the 
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exerciſes of penance , of prayer, of reading ſpi 
rituall bookes, of frequentation of the Sacrg 
ments, though you performe them bur dry, 
But aboue all lett there be noe want of humble 
prayer, and of a wounded hart, For our merci} 
tull Lord who ſtands expecting, that we {houl 
goe towards him,to doe vs good, will come out 
vpon the way, tO mecte vs; and will couer yg 
cloſe with the mantle of his pitty , & goodne, 
And will give vs new ſtrength , that now \ 
may againe, beginne to ſcrue him, and proc 
re new ineritts for his kingdome, I beſeech hi 
diuine Maieſty , that he may ſoe proceede with 
you, for the eternall glory of his goodnes,* 

The bookes about which you aske , and 
which I take to be conuenient foryou, are th 
Confeſstons, and Meditations of S, Auguſtine ; tit 
Moralls of S. Gregory ; the Summe «f the miſteries 
our faith by Tirleman, and Dioniſius Carthuſian, 
God almighty keepe you euer. 
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TA Letter of the Authoar to a Canallier his freind, 
| whom be perſwades to doe his dewty ; which 15 
to fight the battailes of our Lord againſt the ene- 
my of God, which is the ſelfe-will of man; 


vp  Haue vnderſtood the reafons, 

} whereby you would pcrſwade 
me, that it is more ſecurely fitt 
d for you , to dwell in the Citty, 
» then in that towne, And though 
indeede they be ſubtile, yet they doe not mo- 
ve memuch, For the moſt certaiae of all is 
[that , which wee doe, after the example of 
$Cbriſt our Lord ; and which wee obtaine at 

his hands by prayer; and which weeſee clee- 
rely by experience , and not that , which on 
the other fide, wee take to bee conuenient 
for vs , through a meere humaine and per- 
happs a perperuall Kinde of judgment. Who 


Yan doubt , but that you, as being an Inha- | 


Fbicant of thar Citty , and withall a great 
kuourer of my meaneneſle , and deſiring 
Fmuch , that I ſhould continue to live there, 
Yate both 144ze and wires, in your owne cau- 
k, And therefore the tyme-which you ſpend 


ou as Saint Bernard ſaith it doth berweene 


— 


Fr Io ſeeking reaſons, were better employed, ypon|} 
Jaking deuour prayers, Andit will happen to} 
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Perſwade,, faith he , thow muſt doe it more by frobins 


hn hd 


then by exclaming, And though in that which] 
haue ſaid , mee thinks you haue committed 
ſome exceſle; yet in another thing, you haue 
the better of it, and youedify mee ; Namely,in 
your hauing written three letters ro mee, with- 
out hauing received any one an{weare of myne, 
I eſteeme this fauour , as much more then ſpex! 
king by word of mouth, asthere is difference, 
berweene doeing, and ſaying. And it is a thing} 
which I defiremuch, at his hands who writ 
tome, Forl finde ſoe many who are impatient 
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with mee, vpon this occaſion; that Thad raths 6 
they wrote not at all, then that they ſhouldix Tex 
offended with mee ſoe ſoone, And ſoe mud < 
of. this. 4s 
What ſhall I now ſay to you, or what ſhalllf |, 
|begof you, fince you are ſoe much my goal |, 
Lord; but that ( foraſmuch as you are a Caual |... 
lier of honour, ) you reſolue to*hght ; and tiff. 
you be not'called by a wronge name , a thit pe 
fromwhicha chriſtian ought moſt to fly , par 
ſuch a one mult loue ſincerity, and be thatwilff fe, 
thing , which he appeares to be, I know wetof 
that the vigilancy of our mortall enemy. [the 
deuill, is ſoe great, that, forthe draiving if, 
be of his party , and for feare leaſt we iholl [ff 

| gaine that, which he hath loſt, hee will on ſong 
make you feele, That the life of man beere on ealifyuh, 
is 4 continual warfare; and now and theo Wſiq þ 
l'make you groane ynder the affliction of his | wiſl 
Itreme importunity , andicry out to ouf Low = 
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ll from whome {uccour comes, Domine vim patior, | 
reſponde pro me. O Lord 1 juffer violence , doe thou 
anſweare for mee. And now lince you haue one 


already , who makes youremember that you 
I | liuein warre, I will put you in minde in what 
i 


fort you are to wage it, that ſoe you may ouer- | 


'F | come. For wee cannot expect , as a fruite of 
'F | this warre, but either great felicity, or great | 
| | miſery; ſince the triumph of this victory ts ro 
| | be, God poſſeſſed for all eternity ; andthe lofle 
F | by bein vanquiſhed , is the loſic, and that for 
ever, of almighty God. | 
O that a man were able to thunder outſoe 

Þ | ſtrong a voice , as that it might reach to the 
'© | cares of all mankinde ; and might. aſtoniſh 
{them with the feare of hell, & encourage them | 
with the hope of heauen ! O you Sonnes of | 
1 Adam, how long will you be ſoeblinde as not | 
F | to ſee this > how long will yoube ſoedeafe,as 
F | 10t to heare this ? how long will you beſoein- | 
|{enfible, as chat this truth will not be able to | 
F | penerrace to the very loweſt, and moſt inward | 
F | part of your harts? Tell mee ; why haue you 

rendred your ſelues ſoe baſely , vnder the feere | 
[of your enemies; and why doe yourunne after | 
them, with your hands tyed vp, without either | 
| feare or ſhame ? Doe you not know that hee whoe 
| ſuffers bimſelfe to be onercome by finne, 8 taken pri- 
ſoner by the dewill > Doe you not knowe tat the wages 
| Which fnne gineth u death , both of body & foute | 
[10 hell, and that for all cternity 2 why doe you | 
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[Wiſh your ſelfe ſoe ill ; as to goe hunting after 
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your owneſoules, by being ſoe mightily inre| 


ged for euery little offence which may be offe.| 


red you? And why haue you not a feeling of 
the loſle of God,& of his freind{hipp ; Pre 
you haue ſoe quicke a ſence , when there is 
queſtion of alittle riches, or honour , which 
whether it be Kept or loſt , ir makes you, in 
very decde, neither more nor lefſe? what will 
you an{weare un the day of vilitation, and an- 
guiſh , which is coming towards you , when 
theſe ſhadowes being paſt , and this ſmoake 
being vaniſhed , you ſhall be ſummoned to 
leaue that fleih, which you loued ſoc much, 


| and toforgoe this preſent world ,, which you 


ſoeclteemed, and you ſhall be preſented before] 
that rigorous Iudge, whome you will find 
foe much the more ſeuere againlt you ; as he] 
hath founde you lefle obedient to him ? | 

W hat would you haue him doe 2 would you 
have him know you for his Caualliers, you! 
who haue gone fighting in his enemyes campe, 


on their fide? And whilcit hee mainteyned you 


with his bleſſings , and cuen with chat very 
life , whereby youliue, you would needes obey 
the lawes of his mortall enemy, when, the whb 


] le, youdeteſted his > what would you haue God 


doc 2? would you haue him pay you for the ſes 
uice which you haue not done ? Into what ret 
ſonable minde can it fincke, that I ſhould ſerut 


one man & demaund my pay of another 2 witli 


what colour can I, who haue offended a 3a 
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aske himareward (when I hauedone ) as of a 
faichfull ſeruant > Let vs not be deceiued, O 


ball reape corrnption ; and he who will reape life, 
muſt ſow in ſpirit, for grapes grow not out of thornes, 
nor fg gs ont of thiſtlec, Rs 

I had forgott my ſelfe for I was] py to 
dead men, as if they were aliue. Whar doth it 


the profundity of deafenes 2 whar doth it pro+ 
fitt mee, to ſay- Hears this, to men with whome 
itenters not,euen by the very firſt gates, of their 
hart, What ſhall we doe, O Lord? tor now 1 fee 
that the threat which was made by the Prophet 
Efay is ſulfilled. Hearing you sball beare, and not 
widerfiand, and ſeeing you shall fee , and yetnor ſee. 
For neither words nor ſcourges , nor ſweete 


creatures out of their deadly ſleepe;till their end 
arriue, when they muſt heare the ſentece which 
ſends them to Hell, and then muſt feele eternall 
torments, without any remedy thereof. A great 
miſery is this, & heeis happy, whome our Lord 
hath deliuered from it; giuing him notice of his 
wicked wayes, anda will to walke afterward, 
in fuch as are good. Remember you therefore 
that day , wherein God called you, and know 


theend that you might both ſee, and heare; as 
| Yerely and as truly, as if he had cured ſome per- 


men, in this ; Noe man shall reape, but according to Gal. 16 
that which be hath ſowen, He who ſoweth in; fles, 2.Cor.s 


profirt to ſound a trumpett to him whoe-is in 


viage cann ſuffice to waken thoſe miſerable 


that then God opened your cares, and eyes, to | 


E/ay.6, 


fon, who had beene blinde,, and dumbe. A 
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| ſince aguift was then giuen you, if you diſpo«| 


remembring it, giue great thankes for the ſame; 


_— 


ſed your ſelfe well to recciue it , which is more 
worth, then all things els ; ſince freindſhipp 
with our Lord, was giuen you , to which-noe 
other thing may be compared. And lett the 
figne of your true gratitude, bea faithfull care 
of perſcuering to keepe your eyes , and care; 
open towards Almighty Ged. For hee would 
| bemuch more blame-worthy , who ſhould fall 
when his eyes were open, and might ſee that 
| hee were falling; then another whoe had not 
eyes'in his head. It is one thing for a ſoule t6 
doe abſurd things; another thing , for a man;| 
who is of iudgment. And ſoe the-tall of one; 


his feete , and given him light, wherewith to| 
ſee ; is more diſoteafing to his diuine Maieſty; 
then they which he tooke, before they knew 
or loued God. I beſcech you therefore admo- 
niſh thoſe new Caualliers of the king of hea- 
uen, that they vndertake not this buſines in 
eſt, ſince both the puniſhment of negligence, 
and the reward of due care which is taken in' 
[ it, is noe matter which indeede endureth ieſt; 
God is agreat Lord, and he will beferued with 
much diligence; and hee inflicted noe lefſe pw 
niſhment wpor the ſloathfull ſeruant , then to-al 
him hound , band, and foote , into exteriour darkents 


bleſſings of God, and of his howle, 


And finceto the end that wee may be fauoril 


—s..te—_ 


| whome our lord hath rayſed, and placed ypoilf | 


|] which ſignifies a being excluded, from all | | 


| 
| 
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with an Cal thly king, and to acquire the polleſ- 
fon of a little earth, there is a neceſlity of ta- 
king care, of watching, of troubles , yeaand | 


5 3 
. _ Þ 
ſometymes, euer of ſhedding bloud ; lett.not | 


them grow faint , in the combat; ſince God | 


| fo him heere , with lone; shall he denided from bim, 
_ | #2 the next life, by bis hate, Let it cofl me my blond, | 
2 ſee that I may not looſe my God, but that I may beave | 


whoſe cauſe it is, will be their captaine inthe 
ſtrength of whoſe arme , they ſhall infaliibly 
| goe victorious out of thefeild, 

Theenemy whome they are'to ouercome, 
and the Cittie which they are to ſubdue, is their 
owne proper will, Let them place that wall, be- 
fore themſelues; and againſt that, lettthem le- 
| uell all cheir ſhott;and to that let rhem ſay. Thou 
| art the enemy of God , ſince thou defireft that which. 
is contrary to him , and therefore thow art my ene- * 
: wy, For I wholly belong to Ged. I am the fremdof 
bus freinds ; and the enemy of his eneniyes, 1 will 
haxe noe peace with thee , that ſce 1 may have noe 
Warre With God. Lett God raigne in my hart and 
not myne ovwne diſordered will, 1 ynll gonerne my 
ſelfe according to that, which hee commaunds , and | 
not according to that I hift, T will beg of my God, | 
that bee will be pleaſed to shew mee hs boly will, 
| and that shall be my lawe, though myne owne will | 
world faine bane it otherwiſe. Let it paine mee or 
let it pleaſe mee , I am reſolued to tye my ſe!fe faſt to 


Was faſtned to the Croſſe for mee. Nay 1 am vndone 
If I goe not 10 him , fince all that which comes not 


God , ſince beſides that I owe to him otherwiſe ; he | 
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| owne deare bloud. Amen, 


this word from bu bleſſed month, Retoyce thow go 
and faithfull ſeruant , entey thou into the wye off 
thy Loyd, In fine , all that which paſſes is vey 
Short ; and all this is temporal! ; and the reſt eter- 
nall ; all this is light , and that, is fall of waight. 
And therefore let vs ſay from the hart , with Da 
wid, One thing bane I deſired of our Lord, and that | 
will I ſeeke , that I may dwell in the howſe of our 
Lord for ever. And lett this be our concluſion, 
that heauen did neuer coſt deare. Our Lord 
graunt it to you , and tovs all , euen by his 
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| 4 Letter to a great Lord Wherein be 


"— 


TO ———— 


xreates of rhe Knowledge of God, | 
and of a man's ſelfe; aud how he ; 
was to proceede towards bis vaſ- 


ſails. 


T HE peace of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt be ever 
remayning with your lordihip. The holy 
ſ. Anzultiae delired two things of our Lord, 
laying, Graunt to mee, O Lord,thatl may know thee, 
5 that I may know my ſelfe Theſe twoare things, 
which we muſt all deſire, and noe man is to be 
found without them, vnlefle withall he delire 
tobe found withour ſaluation. The remple”of 
Salomon conliited of two partes; Both of them 
were holy, bur yer one of them,was more holy | 
then the other, That parte which was lefſe ho-! 
ly,was the way, tothe other, which was more 
holy. The firſt is the knowledge of a man's ſelfe; | 
which certainely is a holy thing; & it is the way | 
to that Santa Sanflorym, which is the knowledze 
of God; where our Lord takes an{weare to our 
demaunds, and remedies our necellities; and 
where we finde the fountaine of life, For this, 
faith our Lord , i5 true life , that wee know thee, and 
Whome thou haſt ſent , Teſws Chriſt, 

But now, this ſoe high thing , namely the 
knowledze of God,is not to be obtained, without 
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{ mewe cannot looke,but with great confution,| 


SPIRITVALL 

that other , which ſeemes ſoe lowe , namely 
the knowledge of ones ſelfe;Tt.is molt certaine, 
that noe man euer ſaw God, vnleſfle firſt hel 
ſaw himſelfe, Noris it ſafety for any man, to| 
fly high , vnlefſe he haue the counterpoyſe of| 


baſely of our ſelues. | 

Amonoſt all the other fauours of our Blel. 
ſed Sauiour, there is noe doubt, but that his diſ- 
ciples would be ſtanding to looke at him , with 
exceeding great guſt , whilſt he was aſcending 
vp to heauen vpon Aſcenſion day , lince there 
was noe remedy , but that they muſt ncedes 
forgoe his conuerſation ; that conuerſation 
which can carry noe diſguſt withit. And they] 
found great comfort,in looking vpon the way 
by which he paſſed, and towards the place to 
which he. went, But what did our lord com- 


| maund them 2 Not certainely, that they ſhould 


be ſtill caſting vp their eyes to heauen, ___ 
that ſeemed fo be'an excellent thing ; Bur he 
ſaid thus to them; Yow men of Galilee , why du 
you ſtand looking vp to beauen? Giuing vs there- 
by ro vnderſtand, that although it be avery ſa 
uoury thing, to looke towards God, yet it con- 
cernes vs alſoe to ſtudy our ſclues. Firſt for the 
reuererice- which wee owe to God ypon whe 


conſidering how vnworthy we are thereof. 
And ſecondly , becauſe when a man forgetts 
himſelfe,' he-is inſtantly apt to become wan- 


ton; 6 not ſeeing his owne faultes,and frailty, 
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knowing himſelfe , which makes ys thinke| | 
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he growes to looſe all holy feare andheproo- 
nes light, and giddy, like a ſhip which being. 
without ballift, looſes the ankar , when any 
tempeſt riſes, and the end thereof is to be car- 
ried hither & thither , till at laſt it be brought 


| to ſuffer wrack, I neuer ſaw any ſoule remai- | 


ne-in ſafety, but by the knowledge of it ſelfe. Noe 
building can be ſure without deepe founda- 
tion; and that tyme is well imployed , which | 
is ſpent vpon the reproofe of a man's owne 
ſoule.” It is full of profitt, towards the amend- 


| ment of our faults, if we will examine them. 


What kinde of thing is a man who examines 
not , and knowes not himfelfe but a howſe 
without a window ; but the ſonne of ſome 
widdow ill brought vp, who for want of cor- 
retion , is growne wicked ; tut a meaſure, 
without all meaſure, and rule , and whichthe- 
reforeis afalſe meaſure. And finally, whatis he 
but.a man, whoe is indeede noe man 2? For he 
who conſiders not himſcelfe , doth neither go- 
verne himfelfe like aman., nor doth he ynder- 
ſtand , or poſſeſle himſelfe ; but whyleſt he is 
able to tell many ſtoryes of other things , he 
can giue noe account of hirgſelfe, at all, Theſe 
are they ; who hauing forgotten themſelues, 
take ſuch paines to vnderſtand the liues of 
others; and hauing ſhut yp their eyes to their 
owne defects, haue yet more then a hundred 
eyes open , which ſtand in continuall watch 
ouer the errour of other folkes. Theſe are they, 


| 


who obſcrue , and aggrauate the errours of 
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| | their neighbours, and neglect their owne, Fat 
10 regard thoſe errours of others are beheldb 

| them, more continually, & more cloſe at hand; 
they ſceme greaterto them , then their owne, 
| vp6 which they never iooke but from farre of 
| & ſ{oe, how great ſceuer they bein themſciney] 
they ſcemelittle to them, From hence it procee-| 
| des, that in their conuerſarion , they are ſocin| W 
tractable, and ſoe rigourous ;for iu{t afrer the] ha 
| rate of their hauing noe contideration of their |©* 
| one infirmities, they haue noe compaſlltong 
others. 

| Ineueryetſaw man, who was curious in the 
c6lideration of himſelfe, who would not aifoe, 
ealily palle ouer the fault of another; and what- 


7 => - > L344 ”. 


focuer that man be, who is ſeuere againſt ano- S, 
ther when he falls, gines ſtrong euidence, whe-| F 
reby itis proued that he conſiders not his ownelÞſ | © 
defects. Soe that , if weedeſireto fly , from this - 
ſoe daungerous kinde of blindenes, we mult a 


be ſure to view & reuiew; what kinde of things|Þ|| 
our ſelues are; that ſoe when we finde how mi-} 
ferable we be, we may cry out for remedy , «| 
our lord leſus, Becauſe indeede, hee is leſs, that} 
is to ſay a Sauiour ; but yet of noe other , then} 
ſuch as know , and bewaile their owne miſe-| 


| ries, and who recciue ( ndeede, if they can;and,]| x 
in deſire , if they cannot ) the holy Sacraments0 ! | 


the Church, that ſoe they may be cured and a | 4 
ued, And although for the making vs know out] 2 
ſclues, God, and. his Saints, haue declared,'many ; 


and many things to vs, yet he whoe ſhall 


n« 


gi 
it 


h( 
| 


ve 
[a 
by 
$ 


F 


——a_ : z2 


—__ 


f 4 


— 


_ 


EPISTLES. 


Ep. 15. m_ 


F [attentively behould that which he may ob- 
ſerue to palle within his owne hart, will finde 
loe many things for which he muſt deſpiſe him 
ſelfe, that, with horronr, he will cry out, from 
the bottome of that Abille, and ſay , there is noe 
end of my miſeries. 
Who.is he that hath not erred,in thoſe things 
wherein he thoughthim ſelfe moſt ſure? 'who 
hath not deſired, & ſearched after things, as c6- 
cerning that they were good for him ; which 
yet afterward, he found to be full of preiudice? 
Who will preſume to know any thing, ſincehe 
hath beene deceiued innumerable tymes? what 
thing is more blinde, then a man, who knowes 
notſoe much, as what heis to aske of God, as 
S. Paule tells ys? and this comes to paſle, be- 
[cauſe we know not ſoe much as what is good, 
for our ſelues , as it happened cuento the ſame 
S, Paule, Who begging of God, that he would 
free him from a particular temptation , Concel- 
ued that he had asked a right; but it was giuen 
him to be vnderſtood, that indeede he [i009 
not what he asked , nor ſoe much as what was 
$; good for him. And now who will put cofidence 
in his ability, to know euen ſoe much as what 
be ſhould Iudge, & defire,concernin 
[fi fince he, whome the holy gheft inhabited , did 
My ke that, which was not good for him, to ob- 
© taine, Certainely,our ignorance mult needes be 
© "Cry great, fince we erre ſoc ofts in thoſethings, 
© wherein it importsvs ſoc much not to erre, 
| Burt no 
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w though ſometymes,our lord ſhould | 
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teach vs to know what is good, yet whodoth | | 
not ſee, how very great our weakenes is; anfſ# 
how we fall flat ypon our faces,in thoſe things} 
wherein it concetned ys to ſtand vp right, Toſſ(® 
whome hath it not occurred many tymes , to" 
propound the doeing of ſome good thing, anl{ſ#"v 
yet to finde himfelfe oucrthrowne, and ouerſ* 
come, by that wherein he tooke himſelfe tobyÞs © 
moſt inuincible, To day wee lament our fn! 
nes with teares in oureyes, and we purpoſe wjſ*?} 
refraine themafterward, and yet, euen whilf [d 
the ſame teares are ſtill weet vpon our cheekeg}®* 
| fome new occaſion of finne is offered, and weeſ'? 
ping becauſe we fell , we committ that veyſ9! 
thing, for which we may haue cauſe ro weeplfſ'®) 
againe ; receiuing the body of our lord leſu%" 
Chriſt , with much cauſe of being confounded The 
for the irreuerence which we haue committed 
For the ty me hauing becne but ſhort, fincey ſeo 
harboured his pretious body in our boſome” 
it happens ſometymes, that by ſome linne, mſ®" 
drive his grace out of our ſoules .What cate our 
foe 'weake, and light, which chaunges ſocolffe* 
ten, ypon the warning of all windes, as w ; | 
Fometymes merry and fometymes ſadd ; nol 
deuout, and then diſtracted; now full of deli 
tending to heauen , and then following ale" 
world,and euendropping downe to hell. Nog” 
| hee abhorres 2 thing , and inſtantly he lovag® 
that , which he abhorred. He caſts yp thai?! 
which he hadeaten, becauſe he found it charght®! 


his ſtomack, and preſently he eates it vp agamt 
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it he had not caſt it before. What thing can 


AMithere be , with ſuch variety of coulours in it, as 
Siman who is made after this ſort > what Image. | 
Fean they painte with ſoe many faces, and ſoe 
many tongues , as this Kinde of man 2 How 
truely ſaid: lob, Man never rewaines in oneand the 
Bane Hate. And the reaſon heereof is becauſe he 
is ashes or duſt , and his life, a winde. Now what 
afott ſhould hee bee , who would ſeeke for 
any repoſe or re{t, betweene duſt, and winde? 
| doe not thinke that there could be a more 
Fhedious thing, thenif we were able to diſcerne 
to how many ſeuerall diſpoſitions one man is 
ubic&t , inone onely day, His whole life is a 
ery maſſe of mutability, and frailty, Andthat, 
Awhich the ſcripture faith, agrees well to him, 
1H be foole 5 25 chaunzeable a5 the Moone. | 
{| But now what remedy ſhall wee finde hee- 
Frcof? Certainely we can haue none better then 
to know-our ſelues for Lunaticks. And, as in 


Former tymes they carryed a Lanatick perſon to 
Jour Lord leſuws Chriſt, that he might cuxe him; 
foe lett vs goefor cure, tothe ſame lord leſws. 
[beſcripture ſaith, that be evill ſpirit tormented 
(4 man , and that ſametymes he Caſt him into the 
aſe, and ſometymes into the water ; and the very ' 
Wane happens to vs. Sometymes wee fall.into 
W-c fire of coucrouſnes, of wrath , & of enuy; 
&# other tymes into the water of carnality , of 
W*fpidity , and of malice, Andif weeconſider,. 
pon how large accompts wee ſtand obliged 
I almighty God , forthetymepaſt; and how 
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little amendment there is in the tyme preſa; 
we will be ſure to ſay , and we may doe it wil 
much truth, Theſorrowes of death bane enuiroy 
mee, the dangers of hell haue hemmed mein, 1 
O danger of hell , which is ſoe mighti 
to be feared! And who is not hee, that willy 
watch with a hundred thowſand eyes, thath 
may not be pur to welter in that profout 
Lake ; where hee ſhall eternally be aile th 
temporall delight , which he hath vnlawtuljg,; 
enioyed > who will not take care of his waf 
leaſt otherwiſe bebe found widering from 
happines?where kre the eyes of that man,wh 
ſees not this 2 where are his cares, whoe heal}, 
not this 2 whercis his pallate who taſtes 
this? It is acleare teſtimony of death , nott 
,performe the actions of life, Our finnesarei 
numerable, ourfrailties are great, our enemi 
are ſtout, crafty, and many; and they hate} 
home, That whereof wee are in queſtion, 
either the gayning or looſing of God , fora 
eternity, How comes it then to paſſe, thatl 
the middeſt of ſoe many dangers, we can elif 
me our ſclues ſecure; and vnder the weight 
{oe many woundes, we doe not fecle the palife 
thereof 2 why ſeeke we not for ſome remedſſne 
before the night ſteale vpon vs, and beforell 
oates of all ſuccour , be ſhutt vp againſt 
when thoſe fooliſh virgins ſhall cry our, and 
{hallbe anſweared thus, | know you not, , 
Let'vs therefore know our ſelues , and 
ſhall be knowne by almighty God, Lett] 
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Jiidze and condemne our ſclttes, and ſoe we 
J ſha!l be abfolued by alniighty God. Lett vs 
T place our eyes vpon out one faultes, and ſoe 
Fthere will be-mercy enough for vs, & to ſpare. 
Lett vs conſider our owne miſeries, and we 
ſhall learne to haue pitty vpon thoſe of orhers, 
WT For as the ſcripture ſaith, By thar which in thy 
T {lfe., th1.4 Shalt come to know that which us in thy 
neghbour, If I ſee my ſelfe Fall ſometymes by 
frailty, I ſhall chinke that it may happen ſoe to. 
my neighbour, and as I ſhall be oladd to haue, f 
Toy fault pittied , foe will I haue pitti ypon 
other men. When my betters doe. me a disfa-: 
our which I feele much, I muſt thinke that 
my inferiours will be troubled after the ſaiye 
manner, if I disfauour them; If I be fadd, 1 
ldelire'comfort ; and my neighbours caſe is the 
Flame, I am troubled at an ill word which was 
ſpoken to mee , and I ſay. That I am made of fles) 
Y+1d not of ir0; 8 this ſerues:mefor a proofe,that 
Jy neighbour is alſoe made of fcth, & feeles 
ite like affliction, vpon the like occaſion. The 
Þlcoditions of ſome men, giue me trouble; and 
{with that chey would mend them , that ſos | 
Wiiey may not occaſion mee to finne,, and my 
Feighbours deſire the ſame of mee, Wee areal! 
Fade of the ſame mettall, & rhere' is noe better 
ule bywhich'I may live with my neighbour, | 
mn to marke atrentiuely , that which paſles 
Pithin my ſelfe, fince hee,and 1, are one, "al 
FF He whopraftifes this point of mercy with 
Fs neighbour ; may ſafely paſſe on. to. the 
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oY Trowleder of Chriſt our Lord to be releiued 
Mar. 5.| him, For the merciful, shall ob1aine-mercie. Blf 
otherwiſe, he will heare that, which the (cri If 
ture faith, He whoe shutts his eare 4zainſt the 1 If 
of the poore , that man shall cry out , anti 
beard. ; 
All man kinde is poore; nor is there a 
'one of that race, whoe is not ſubiect to ſon 
-neceſſitie, Lett. vs conſider well, if we bede 
to the miſcries.of others, for Ge will Godh 
to ours, Let noe manthinke, that Chriſt q 
|Lord, will meaſure to vs with any other medi 
then 45 we meaſure to athers.. Lett noe manthi R 
ke, that he ſhall obtaine pardon , if he affal} |" 
LEE ardon. The yntoward man, ſhall mee p 
HE pRromardnegthe croubleſome man, wilf | 
troubles; the offenſive man, with injuries, 
'the charitable man, with mercy, For, roſonf | > 


t. 


Pro.21. 


tharnes, with aman's neighbour; & to think 
of gathering hoges , at the hands of God, 

wholly impoſſible, 
F "Nowbecauſe we conlider not this - 


are very few whoe finde themſelues enten , y 


ned ; ;.by almighty God with ſweetenes ; , 
there: are many-who complaine, that God id 
ctts toreleiue their miſcries ; and they wi 
uaile how hee tan ſend them ſuch {tore of 
dies both within , and withour ; eſpecid 1 
fince his very name, is, Mercifall, and the 5h 
of merties ; ; and fince he inuites men to ſcekel 
ſaccdur at his bands. They beg, they coy | , 
and hey finde 1 noe £ remedy ; ; and from thel 


1 _ OI 
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F Leomes their complaint.: Bur: if they were not 
"Fideafe to that law, which God publiſhed ir his 
; ghoſpell, ſaying, with the ſelfe ſante meaſure,whe- 
Brew: you meaſure to others ,<i#t Shall be meafured 
Mts you againe , they would plainely ſee, thar 


F| God in their perſons; and therefore ir is, that 
God may ſeeme to bee wanting to tiiem, Let 


$| God, is full of Charitie, for his parte; bur it is 
oY -_0 reaſon, nor will hee exerciſe it, towards 


(ſuch, as are wanting in it to their neighbours, 
And if at any tyme he impart-temporall bleſ- 
lings, toſuch-a ohe as is vncharitable' rowards 
others , what good will thoſe bleſſings dve 


4 - 


it 


ypon condition that he carry himiſelfe as he 
ought towards his neighbours,” 

Let vs thereforc know our ſelues, and lert ys 
be towards others, as we defire, they ſhould 
be towards vs; and ſoe let vs paſſe on towards 
the knowledge of God, and from rhe Yin. 


to the Sanfts Sanftorum. And lett vs lift vo 


our eyes to our Lord , whge was placed vpon 


the Cr-ſſe , for our ſaluation, and in him wee 


# | ſhall diſcerne , both more, & greater bleſſings, 


then wee diſcouered miſcries in our ſetues. 
And if by thinking what we are , we grow 


that wicked man, if withall he looſe himſelfe:” 


But God will not giue him any fuch thing, as'| 
may make him indeede the berter by ir, but. 
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themſclues are they, whoeare wanting to their |. 
neighbours, and confequently are wanting to |' 


þ 'them complaine in themſelues, in that they |. 
F| have noe charity with their neighbours. For: 
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| for his defence? How ſhall the deuill be able 


{the {ore faile to loue that man, whome he pets; 


; {add, through the conſideration of our gre 
yous. finnes paſt , and through the daungeny 
which are at hand; we ſhall be refreſhed by 
looking vp to him, when, wee conſider, bot 
how truly,and how ſuperaboundantly he pay 
that, which we owe, & purchaſed that ſtregth 
for vs, whereby we might ſubdue our enemye, 

It is he who ſecures vs, but, vpon codition, 
that wee relye on him. And what O Lord, 
{hall hee feare , who followes thee 2? At wha 
ſhall he tremble, who loues thee? Who {half 
be able to ſett vpon that man, whoe takes thee! 


carry him away, who is incorporated in thee? 
Or how ſhall the etcrnall father forbeare to loug! 
thaxcreature, whome hee perceiues to bein hug 
$6ne,as the braunch:is in the vines Or bow {hall 


cejues ro loue him? Or how ſhall the Holy golf 
forfake that creature, whoe is the teple , which} 
himſelf inhabits? we poſſeſlc greater benefits im! 
Chriſt our lord, then wee are full of miſeriesin; 
our {clues ; and ve haue more cauſe of hope! 
when wee behould him, then of diſtruſt when 


we caſt our eyes vpop our ſelues. Nor is there 


any cofort, or reſting place for ſuch a one y 
| 


diſcoforted in himſeife, but to looke vp to 


this le/#:, vp6 the Croſſe; whome God ordayned} 
for the remedy of all ſuch as ſhould be woup-' 
ded, with the bitting of ſpiritual ſerpers. Fora 
anciently God commaunded that they ſhould} 


ere&t a Serpent of braſle ; that all ſuch a ſhould] 


reno Ie Per an edge on - wg oo apvhgnd - — 
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behould it, might be cured of the wound of | 


> 
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thoſe corporall ſerpers,ſo he who ſh4ll behould 
Chriſt our lord, with fa:th & love, shall line,and 
he, on the other ſide, who behoulds him not, 
shall nor faile tro dye, He who findes himſelf all 
afflicted, & wounded, ſhaiberefreihed, if heloo- 
ke vp hither, asDauid did, whe he ſaid. My ſoul, 
was troubled wahbim mee, es therefore wiil £ remeber \ 
thee, theland of lordan,esr Herms, cr the [itilenll. 

Hee who behoulds' himſelfe,, and .rhere dif- 
couers ſoe many abhominations, is troubled ar 
himſeife, and hehath reaſon. And novtinding 
one houre exactly well ſpent in his wholelife, 
but ſeeing/his finnes to be many & great;:8&-bis 
good deedesto beſo few, &weaic whatiſhould | 
hedoe bur be rroubled, when he findes himſelfe 
ſoe vnable to make a good accounte, beforeſoe | 
ftrit a Indge?Only he muſt remeEberChriſtour | 
lord, cofidering what he wroughtin the landof | | 
lordan, 8 vpon that l ule bill; and bewayling|his; 
linnes, and receiuing the holy Secraments:;hee! 
muſt lice in obedience tothe commaundemets | 
of God, and of his Charch; and ſoe as a ſonne, he 
may hope for the inheritance of heauen; 

He muſt alſoe call to minde, that which.was 
wrought by our lord inthoſc hills of Hermon, 

Which are many & inthe little hill alſoe. Which 
whether it be that of Horeb, where God gaue 
the lawe, or whether it be ſome other bill,doth 
not ſoe much import vs, whoare Chriſtians; 
whoſe vnderſtanding Teſus Chriſt hath ope-| 
ned rowards the conceiuing of the ſcriptures, 

and he vnderſtands them , who vnderſtands: 


H'4 
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| Chriſt our Lord in them , who is ſhutt vp the} H 
| rein., as 2 graine of corne may be , in an eare}|to 
or ac wine, is in tlie grape. And thereforethd ys 
end of our hows is Chriftour Lord ; for all the] G 
Cor.to | lawe reſts in him. The: bills of Howindes both | ol 
they which are within the land of promiſe, ot 
and without it , as alſo the line bill, doe allff | 
ſignify but one hill, which may iuſtly be ſaidro |fo 
be alle one, and tobe of Mews: And this is| 
Monnt Eolhery , Where our redemption wa d 
wrought, by the {hedding of the blood, of the | is 
ſonneof God. 
Now: to'the end that wee may wh c, hey d 
well this name may be applyed to M»pnr Calfþ | a 
= wary, it isto be vnderſtood that Hermon ſigni { 
, | fies waledifion. And how can Mount Co{uey| f 
be better exprelled, then þy the name of mats | 
dition; {ince it was the place to which they car-|f | 
| ryed malefacours to be executed; whometheff | 1 
ſdriprure calls. accurſed, becauſe they were tobelſ} | 
ſoe puniſhed. And becauſe Chriſt our Lordlf | # 
ſaw ; that we were to be accurjed,and adiudgedlfj | 
to cuerlaſting maledifiien , Hi was pleaſed|| t 
through the. immenſenes of his Charitie , tol d 
0 

Ti 

1 


take our maled:i&ions ypon himſelfe , Limes | 
the puniſhment of our ſinnes, that "M his bel 
| necition might deſcend on vs. S. Paule, exprel: 
Gal.z. | ſes thus much after this manner, Chriſt Wat 
| made maledifiten that ſo his bened:CHien might be 
communicated to the Gentiles, He was bleſſed, andl] |! 
we were carſed : But now the caſe is altered} | ' 
and we-chaunge perſons , with one another, | 'f 
18 
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|| a flare, thar ſoe the ſlave may be adoptcd for a 


He rooke ihe place of the accurſed , in being 
tormented vpon the Cofſe, which was dew to 


vs; and wee are admitted to the freindſhip of 

God, and tobe his ſonnes, and the inberit6ars ! 
- - Q S ' : ' 1 

of the kingdome of heauen, with athowfani ! 


other benedictions, which came trom our Bleſ- 
ſed lord leſus, Chriſt, in whome they remaige 


O wonderfull exchaunge! thar life ſhould 
dye, to the end that death may liue, Benedittton 
is accurſed , that ſoe maledition may be bleſjed. 
Theſound man is wounded, that {oe the woun- } 
ded man may be cured. The {onwe. is treatcd as 


—_——— 


ſomnc, They molt cruelly handle him who de- 
ſerue; all pitty ; and all the fauour and Regalo 
falls vpon that perſon , who deſcrued hell, {n 
fine what ſhall we ſay? They apprehend the in- 
nocent, and tbey releaſe the guiity. The iult 
man payes/for {innes, Innocency 45 codemned, 


Mi. Mon... Bt ad. hs 


a. 


Chriſt our lord chooſe for himſglfe? Our afflic- | 
tions, and our miſeries, to be his recreations & 
delights. What ſhall wee ſay to ſucha chatity } 
asthis; but that weare to praiſe and blefſe this. 
lord, day, and night, who hath wrouz ht our 
redemption; andſaluation by a way, iv hicb put 


| 


for cuer. . | | 


- 


et, 


and the wicked man is juſtified. VWhardcid |. 


him to ſoc much coſt. 


This is indeede that hill of Hermon , that | 
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Lord himſfelfe ſaith, [ am 4 worme and noe man| 
nt the dishonour of men, and the abaſement of thel 
people. O thou honour of men , and angels! 
and how canſt thou be the diſhonour of men?! 
| Thon, who art the aduancement of thy peo- 
ple , and who art-the glory both of heauen 
and earth , what could make thee grow to 
be the abaſement of thy people , but onely thine 
owne great Charitie, For thou to honour yz, 
didſt endure foe great diſhonour, that as wee 
are wont.tofay of ſome very baſe ynworthy| 
man , that he diſhonours his whole ſtocke, | 
ſoe did they alfoe fay of thee , that thou disbs- 
nonyed(} the whole race of mankinde, Bee thou 


which all the race of mankinde poſleſles , cs 


it by the coniunction of thy ſelfe to them, ma] 
king thy ſelfe man, and dying for men undl 


and ordeyning , that the ſonnes of finnefull 
Adam , they may become the ſonnes of God, 
and the heyres of thy Father., and coheyres with 
thee ; as being thy bretheren , and yer thow|] 
of the people. Thou didſt abaſe thy ſelfe O Lord 
to exalt ys ; thou didit abaſe thy ſelfe belowe| 
all men , that thou mighteſt rayſe ys , aboue 


| F 


Blefſed without end. . For all the honour, 


mes from thee, and through thee, Thou gauelt] | 4 


exalting them to an equalliry with Angells,|} 
and euen with Seraphins , if themfelues wilk|Þ|.: 


O Lord, art called the dishonoy and abaſementy}: 


dai 
tid 


the Angells. 


What shall wee render to thee O Lord | 


—— [ 


—— 
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If [for ſoc great fauours ; bur onely rHfat we mult 
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tenderly , and profoundly knowe , that if 
wee haue any thing , if wee be fitt for any 
thing , and it we be any way acceptable' to 


wee mult ycild thee all thanxes , and praiſe, 
for that thou. being what thou arr, wouldel} 
yet vouchſafe to after thy ſeife ro ſuftcrance 
iof ſoe great allictions +, for ſuch wretched 
things , as wee are, Taou diminiikedit thy 
ſelfe in rhat Je bill , that thou mighteſt 


on Mount Caluary , ro the: end that, wee 
might ltue in the mouniaire of heauen, And 


fimpart ro vs taat happy benediction of thine. 
Come you bleſſed of my t.ther , poſſeſſe , the ktng- 
dame which 15, pregared for you. They curſed 
tiee., O: Lord., and thou bleſled{t vs. Thy 


Since thow wert content to be waved , it is 
Talon that thou alſoe be our Indzc. Lete 
vs thereforc reioyce ſince.hee who loues vs 
ſve much , is to be our 1adze; and wee will 
zoe confidently to mdemint , lince the Iudpe 
isof our owne flesh and bloud, 

Tf wee know not what wee may doe, 
for the plcaling of Almighty God , lett| vs 
looke vp to Chriſt our Lord, and he will 
teach ys meekenes , from that Croſſe. Who 


almighty God, it is wholly by race ; And. 


exalt vs to Tiat great hill, Thou dyedſt 


(death giues vs life , and thy affliction , eaſe; 


! 
; 


1 
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by -the maiediflioen which fell Vpon tnee ${e-. 
ji, thou diddelt purcihafſe,, and rhou, wilt | 
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deing amongſt wicked perſons, did not curſe 
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| them , who curſed him ; nor did he reuenge, 


himſeife, though he had power enough, one 
ſuch as did him miſcheife : He deſpiſed honow! 
and to berich, and to be regaled. And toobg| 
the will of his f«ther he off:red himſelfe ty 
the: Croſſe, Hee who wants knowledge , le 
him come to heere this Docour, as he is (it-| 
ting in this Chaire, He whoe will heare a gool} 
ſermon , let him come to Chriſt our Lord} 
being in the pulpirr of the Creſſe, and he ſhall 
be free from errour ; becauſe T:ath which is 
Chriſt our Lord himſelfe , shall free him, Audi 
wee be chaungeable, and weake, in working, 


| let vs looke ypon this author of our faith, and 


ſee how he is nayled to that Creſſe , both hand 
and foote,; and that immoueably, to the end 
that, by his grace we may be conſtant , & pet: 
ſeucrant in doeing well. He who will goe to 
Chriſt our Lord , for the aure- of his incon- 
ſtancy , ſhall obtaine a perſeverance , like tha 
of Anna, the mother of >amu«ll, of whomeit i 
ſaid; That sbe turned her countenance noe more tt 
wards ſeuerall wayes. He who dwells in Chit 
our lord, doth not wander hither and thithey, 
but ſtands faſt in goodnes , according to tit 
Scripture which ſaith, that ſuch @ one us ener cleert, 
like the funne ;, and th. bis lizht is net diminishel 
For hee who is in Chriſt, participates of Chrik, 
Ando as Chriſt is [#, he i3 alſoe 1»f, if Chil 
be firme, he is alſoe frrme, though in a farre 
feriour degree. For,as in one body, there 1s bu 
one ſprerr,, which diffuſes it ſelfe , through 4 


a 


i. 


| lives by the !{je of the vine , and as the members 
ue, by the head. And hee who polleſles this | - 
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the partes of that bedy , and they all live by 
one humane life; and not one of them by the 
liſe of a 4n,, and another by the life of a lyon, 
-or-any other beaſt, foe allthey who are in 
Chriſt our lord, liue by his Spirit,as the braunch 


Spn41, is like to Chriſt our Lord, and partakes 
of his conditions ; although ( as I ſaid),it bein 
a farre inferiour degree, And hee who hath 
not the /p1,7r of Chriſt; let him hearken to S. 
Paule who ſaith , If any man bane not tbe ſpirit of 
Chift, that man is not of Chriſt, b- 
Lett a man therefore yiew. and reuiew 
himſelfe, to ſee if. he finde a conformixy of his 
ſoule, with that of Chriſt our Lord ; and if 
hee haue it, it will be eaſy for him to keepethe: 
commaundements of Chriſt, ſince hee is of 
the ſame condition with him. And though he 
be not yet , of conformity with Chrilt lett 
him goe to Chriſt, and beg his ſpirit of him, 
whereby he may be {trengthned, according to 
that which Daaid delired , thus , Confirme mee 


with thy principall , «r cheife ſpur. For it will 


_— 


profitt mee little , that Chriſt came into the 
world, if withall he come not into my hart, 
Chriſt brought downe goodnes, peace, and loy in 
the bely Ghoſt , with many other benedictions. 
If I live in wickednes, warre, vngodly melan- 
choly, or inardinate delight, Chriſt our Lord 
dwells not in my ſoule. And it is in effe&,with 


— 
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mee, as if he had not come into the world at 
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more , becauſe I would nor admitt of thatſal] 
uation, which was offered mee , with ſo good 
2 will. b 


receiue ys all. Let vsmaketowards him;rhough| 
it be but to doe him curteſy ; and tet vs 'not| 
permit that ſoe great, and pretious labours and} 
aflitions of. his, may remaine fruiteleiie, The! 
price of them are our ſoules, if v, ce will carty 
them ro Chriſt: Let vs caſt our: ſelues downe| 
at his feete, deteſting our finnes, and our forsſ 


% 
- 
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ledge, and worth, and ſtrength ; and ſo, perſe| 
uering to beg, to knock , and to cry out ;hej 
will fill vs with knowledge; how to addreſſe} 
ourſelue;,and with power to worke;and with} 
perſeuerance, that wee may not fainte as it 8] 
written , They who confide in cur Lord , Stall} 
proceede jrom ſtrength to ftrenz1h, they Shall take the] 
w-49s of an evle , they shall fly, and not fant . And} 


onely remedy ; for by this meanes we ſhall not | 
diſpaire through our owne miſcries, bur rake} 
comfort and partake of his excellencies, Þ 
This my lord, ſeemed ſufficient ro me;forthel 
| addrefle of a perſon who hatha mindeto draw| | 
neere to God, But becauſe in your lordſhip, thes| 


;, 
p 


by 
me | 


re is the capacity of two perſons, your lordfhi 


\ A,» 
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ſince there are more excellencies'in Chritt out] 
Lord then there'are nuſeries in vs,Jet vs goe of 
towards him, acknowledging that hee is out|F| 


all , fauving that it will turne to my greatalff | 


| miſerie; for I ſhall be puniihed foe much thelff * 


Chriſt our lord dyed for ys all, and is ready ol : 


mer wicked life; diſtruſting our owne knowsl{ | 
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ſaid, may ſuffice forasmuch. as c6cernes your 
owne particular perſon; but in reſpect that you 


jareaman, who haue ſoe great charge ouer ſoc 


many others;it wil be neceffary for you, to haue 
more & more care of your ſelfe, For thereare 
many, who for as much as c6cernes their owne 
particular co{cience,are good men; & yet they 
faile in being good Lords, & good Magiltrats. 
And this ſecond parte is tat een it is the 
worke of one Fa is a Kinde of perfect man; 


for it takes that firſt kind of goodnes for graun- 


 |ted, and chenpaſles further on, For hee whoe 


forasmuch as concernes himſelfe., is notTulſt, 


[will not be Iuſt in whatshe ought to doe ro- | 
wards others.But yet it ſufhices not for one who , 


hath charge ouer many, that hee be 1»? , for as 
much as concernes onely his owne particular | 
perſon, Ely. for his owne part was a good man, 


& [ut he was not good for as much as concerned 


bis ſonnes, ſince he for poreto puniſhthem; & 


| {therefore he was greiuously puniſhed by al- | 


mighty God, So that, great lords haue neede 


| jof a manyfold kinde of goodnes, ſince they | 


+} [haue 2 manifold kinde of perſon, 


As for this ſecond part, which to be, con- 
cernes a c6mon or publiqueperſon, me thinkes 
there is noe better glaſſe, wherein a man who? 
18 alord ouer others, oughtto looke,then ypon 


1 


3 


another, 


[15 bur reaſon that he have the properties 
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$|that lord of men and angells, whoſe pur he] - 
{| fepreſcrs. Hee who fitts in the place © | 
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[will hauc needeof two rules. That which is 
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| 


| | ſhall pay ſoundly for it, it hegiue juſt cauſe, | 


, PRPINIEES — 7 
| of bim , whoſe piace he holds. A lord of vaſc| as 


ſailes is a Lieutenant of God who ordaines, |: 
that ſome {hall gouerne and commaund, and " 
that others ſhall obey. He who ref/ts theſe for-[Y?? 
mcr , doth by the teſtimony of S. Parle, refiftÞ 
tve 4114108 of God , who diſpoſes of ail things | 
according to ſubordination, 
Now therefore lett a man conſider, what 
office God exerciſes towards man ; and foe at: 
great lord thall know how hee is to carry him-|Y 
ſclte rowards his people. God chaſtiſes ſuch as}; 
crre, without any acceptation of perſons, and{} 
in this he is ſoe ftrit , that he hath not any,| 
who is {6 great a fauourit of his, but thatheſ} 


—— 
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Nay he pardoned not {oc much as his owne}' 
ſonne , though hee owed nothing for himſel-}! 
fe, but onely becauſe he obliged himſelfe, to! 
pay for the linnes of others, Without faile he|' 
malt nee.|cs be farre from acceptation of per-|! 
ſons, whoe puniſhed with ſoe great ſcuerity, | 
his onely bevotten ſonne, and ſuch aſonne,and} 
{oe deerely beloued, and that for the finnes of]: 
others, There is nothing which ſhould haut}: 
power , to make him who gouernes, forbeare]' 
the docing of his duty ; but he is to ſtand like|}{ 
the ſtalke of a ballice which leanes not, either |] 
to the one ſcale or to the other , that ſo euery]}] 
man may haue his owne. There is noe ſtate but]? 
it would periſh and bevndone, if publique bu-|}| 
fines ſhould beledd, after rhepace of particu-| }| 


lar affections. And ar an inſtant doth that per-|}| 
oe 2 ' ſon} 
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_ 
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= ſſo leaue to bepwblique, when he-bangs never | 


- belittle towards the particalar,” - aHICL Ofi 
41 Now fincethereſpect of priuate profict,maſt 
\ſp>:>cnd him who gouernes, much Jeſſo.muſt 
gfjite reſpe&t of any other: man's profits rhaks 
Jhim bend ; fince he owes more to himſelfe ther 
Jto any other, Chrift our Lord:is. the patterns 
which; s madeforiall; not onely foraſmuchias' 
Iconcernes the priuate coſtienceof a particular 


. 


; 
j 
l 
bu 
' 


Fitough nor after the manner of this world;Bur 
; [being inthe chaire of his Crofſe-, heefiid to his 


woos Wh oþ# 


Jiriderſtand thathee who isinithe place ofa pu- 
Flblique perſongmitlt renounceall particulartin- 
cinations;, though ir ihauld.regard his'very | 


4 
3 
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4 man, but foraſmuch alſoe as concernesany/pu- 
| blique perſon,;F or hee was aking and ſochizis;: 


Iſwother, Woemen beloald thy ſane, To gue vsro | 


Jer. And the ſame exatnplegbealſor gaubys, 
[J]*#hen ar ſome other tymes, he would ſpeak with | 
[File tedernes:to: that Bleſled Mother of hisiFo 
Jivzach vs how'carefullweemuſtbee , to keepe 
4/4 ſclues:cletre from particular affeQion; 
| {though ſome be :angry-ar-ir. ; andthough our 
| J/lues endurepaine by it, rather chen 4s cheriſh 1 
= them , with diſguſt.to Gody0 5 LD ethide: | 
-There is nothing, to which-gteat lords otight 


Jlbork with God and man ) as truly, & cordially; | 
Fllandlike men who livein thepreſence of God) 


—— 


Fſtoattend ſo much (that ſothey may be wall; } 


Fſtoremaine ever faithfull, & firmeto him, with 
4 jt hanging either to this way,or to that. And || 
: this will be cafily performed by theaxgreat man, | 
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| who:ſhall attentigely conſider ; that he is , 

the Miniſter of God; as one who but meerd 

executes, anÞmuſtnot exceederliecommillion 
whichis giuenzo. him, God places nor-gradff 
Lords inthe world; to- the cnd-that they nylly 
doeand vndoe, what they lift; but ro execurly 
| thedawes of: histholy will”: And chough the 
: may account.themfſelues lords, yer-are theyſtilih 
_ Fenderthe vninerfall Lord of all;in compariſonſſh 


of home, they.are more-:ruly vallailes, the 


: 
i! 


; , ® 0 . "Ys . 
theiwvaſlailes arerhcirs., and their power is 1 


4 


| 
$ 
" 


| tralyJimitred as their vaſlailes power is fot l 
mich as:concernes.the' dif] periing with'what th 

| LL y,ought.to doe, Soe thathezs' to be'mow lc 
tzuopted ,and:-beloued,:whorharh moſt riph 

onihis de.,andibeisto be moſtpunithed ; will 


a 
> 


1 deferues ik met, bAnd thus may any lord 1 [al 
| {&allethertuedortl; of all; ifwichoun acceptivſſſg: 
| tignof perſons, hegiue to eueryone accordity(}\.. 
| his workes yeh and if ſonietymes he punill(ſ|y 
| apBiiſuch as afemoſt fauoured bycim; Botl | 
| becagſeteaſor would requre;riradthey ſhoaldſhi 
|oficud him:leab ; and for thatalloe they 'maldi{{y 
gt thinke that-becauſe they age belouedb "1 
him, they may take occalion:togdoe:what t end; 
| ule that Waichdcaſon allowed nor, Frei: | 
{ [hipdhould laſtaslong as vertizedoth ,andiend({[ 
mitic, of oppolttion, as vice; Forif tbe otherdj 
wile, woe be to tem 5 who call good, enill ; till 
| 2aadle, r— a3 Undo) 39:r2-0:1.4 re 
\ ©, {Your lord{hip. muſt conſider beſides , th 


' God, hath placed. you , 1n the eyes of many} 
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lliphoe cake-thar to be a rule:oftheirdiues, which | 
they ſee yourdoe. Make ;acconnt-that youare 
ofifaatediind high-place, and that your ſpeceh and } 
allkhions are ſeene: by all ,an&folowedby $hei 
Fnoſt part of inen; If fuch afaſhion be; take 
well id Court if fuch aofanmcr:of fpeachilha 
ll 


onfllyhen one should-giue: thera buffet yponront | 
etffffthecke, they would tender th&other,: and: 1H 
KY yere the faſhion for thini,t6abhorte finng;andt 
Mlw'take it for a point of greatetics, ro'dbeyi the | 
a [lays of Chriſhkour Lord, wirhour doubtz:ins 


{feriour men; woeld:houldjoar honour; todo | 
liter which they ſaw practifes bygreat,perſons? 
{andforthis reaſon, Lbelecue;rbat-thie Pielars | 
elflofthe Chireh and the; dordswFtheworldyare + 
KIſycauſc of perdition, to thomſt part of foulass 


o 


k 
$107 


n I; aticulaiman;you:will-looke-into your ſelfe 
WE witha hundred eyes, and that, you wUllobke 
{into your ſelfe , with a hundred: thowſand, as | 
youare a perſon , _ whome- many looke, | 


and whome many follow, And takecare, to| 


fp jearry both your perſon;and your houſe,ſfoe or- 
J}}{&red, as the law'of Chriſt requires ; that hee: 
I who Shall imitate your lordship , may alfoe} 
{Efimitate Chriſt our Lord therein, and may meete 
With nothing to ſtumble at. The vulgar, is: 
{{vithour doubt,but a kinde of ape. Let great 
pen conſider whart they doe , for in fine that 


ted there, all men procuicitaifpHtoie ito Buda} - 
i were the-cultomeainongftpyear Jords , thi | 


MI..-/1 beſeech your lordfhip;hat as you area if 


q will be followed, either to their ſaluation ; if 
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they :give good Example, or for their condemn 

nA. if beenill, And this conſideration} 
lone: should. ſuffice to make great lords liuff 
| them ſome trouble; conſidering how our lodlf} 
Teſs, the ſonne of God, would not be a king 
butreſolued by-his :labour and ſweat , to giue 
reft;,. and peace to his ſubies. And he fleddf| 
 fromproſperities and honours, leaſt otherwiſe] 
he might hauegiuen occaſion of ſinne to his | 
ſcraants, whowould have thought, ( if Chriflff 
our lord had followed them) that is wouldalfof | 
hauebeene their part, to purſue the ſame, All 
things are to bethought little worth , ſo that ; 
we may:procure thereby , that God:be ſeruedilf 
And lecthis be the finall conclufton ; That fol ] 


nation; 


| like ſoe many Saints, thoug 


muchthe moreattentiuely , a man hall coolslf 
der;and imitate Tefws Chriſt , ſo muchthe betta} 
| m#n;, and ſo muchthe better Lord he ſhall bee 
Forin him wee beganne,/andſoe-alſo we willf: 
end-in him, ra FS 307] of 
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holy cyme', preparing a1 


W/{other, and is,-iri fine, your lord.O bleſſed ryme 
{whercinis repreſented rows the comingof God 
4in fleſh to dwell amongſt vs , to illuminate our 


1} |darkenes, «nd to addreſſe our feete inthe way of peace; | 


| jzndro adopt vs for his brethren, and to defigne 
AF js for theenioying of the ſameinheritice wieks 
4 Itis not without cauſe}, thar youdefire his 
Wi oming.,and-that you prepare your hart for'his 
JWJabication.Forthis lord was Hefrred long before 
[he came, and the Propher called him The defire'vf 
dl Nations.;:and indeede hee giues himfelfe'to 
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14 Lerrer of che Authour , to 4 Lady in| 
Ul herymeof Aduent, and pon this | 
occaſton he perſwades her to diſpoſe h 
her ſelfe to receiue the Infant Ieſus, | 
and to loue him with feruent loue...::;:| 


v7 7 Ow buſy will your ladyſhip bee, in-chis| 
| H ging for thati| 
af joucſt, who is coming to you. Mee thinkes;I|: 
bil] Jlee you as earneſt, as $, Martha, & yet as quiet |' 

I Jas S. Mary Magdalen ; that foe by your endea-||, 
pf |uours, both exteriour and interiour, you may'|| 
elf {doe him ſeruice', who is drawing neere , fince| 
lf [hee is foe-worthy-both 'of the one and- of the | 


Agge | 


Þ |fofe; bur ſuch as defre him.” Godbearesihe def | 
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| 34 >: i SPIRITYVALL Ep. 16, | | 
*# the,poore-, for his eares are laid cloſe to the} 
2hing of ourharts, and he caresfor nothing 
els invs but that, To ſuch a hart hee comes, | 
; and cannot deny himſclfe”, as it-is ſaid in the 
Cant.4 |'Canticles, T hou haſt wounded my hart , O thou m 
| ſiſter and my ſpouſe; thou haſt wounded my bart, by 
the Caſt. of one of. thyne eyes , and by 4'haire of thy 
vead; Is it poſſible for any thing to be more 
; tender, then'that which is wounded , by'the| 
:lightof a lingle-eye2 Is it poſlibleforany thing || 
[to be more weake, then that which is tyed falt 
byonelingle haife:2where noware:they who 
ſay, that God isHaxdto be:obreyned, that he is 
:rigqurous to be delt with, andinfuppottableto 
|ibeiendured. Weemuſt quarreſlwith:ourſelues, 
:ſince; becauſe wee will be looking-many ſcue- 
\rall weyes , we' place not out Gght ypon God, 
| 'nor Will wee ſhite chat eye 'of ours; which be- 
' houldes'creatures;) that ſowitkalbour thought 
| wee may colider-God: alone. Hee who ſhootes; 
 ind4Croflebowe,ſhugts one of hts-eyes,that liee 
 _ F mayſee better with the other ;haw; tg hitr the 
© F white;&we\the. while, will not shutevp allthat' 
light of ours, yhicht hinders vs from;beingable| 
to hunte & wound our lord with, lone: +:;/ :1 
Let him recolled&, and make ſure his loue, 
 andlett. bim lodgeitin God, wheſoeuer hath a 
| mindeto obtaine. God, For as Ged 15 lege, does ; 
| * [beandy.to behumted, and raker.with louc| 
2:5 [andihe will haye nothing to dge [with them, | 
[zToks:| who'louc him apt And if they ſay., that they| 


4 | know:himalready-as they-ought 3;S,,/ebr-wil 
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tm 


tell cnem- that- They {ay not true, Bur our lord 


| who is wounded with aneye, is tyed-with-a 
| haire, For that which lone takes, rhe recollec- 


ted and reflected thought conſerues -\that.it 


| may nortbe loſt. e Fipe) j 20477 

;. Andtothe'end that mermight be pur into, 
confidence}, that they:ſhould; be able to arriue 
|toalmighry. God, andrhatchee hath noeminde 
|to ſlippaway, he makes himſelfe oneok them, 
[and layes himſelfe in: the- armes of: a yirgin, 
[{(wathed vp hand and foot, without pawer:to: | 
fly from that man, who is diſpoſed to feeke | 
him, O celeſtiall bread , which deſcende{hour |' 
of the boſome of thy Father, and arc laid inthe. | 


publique places of this'world, inuitingas many: 
25 Will, that they may &me ta cnioye thee, arid 


| feede ypon thee. And whoe'is hee whoe: cat 


endure to withhould himſelfe from gocing to 


|thee, and fromyreceiuing theegſince thou giueſt 


thy ſelfe, vpon noe harder c6dition, then;onely 
that wee be.content to hunger after thee? For 
doeſt thou peraduenture. aske more of.ys,, then 
onely that a ſoule may ſigh.for thee; and-con- 
felling her ſinnes, may reccine, and louethee?>-: 


whenbread comes to ſeeke themin them owne 


deale of miſcheife thou doeſt ! O þlindepess 


—— yer GE 


{4 |rhou ſtealeaway1ince conlidering the promir 


Þ, 
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Great is-the: miſery. of thoſe-men :,'who . 
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howſes, they chooſe rather to dye. of hunger, | 
|thento-ſtoape to take it vp. O ſloath whar. a 


whatadeale of 'benediction. doeſt thou, looſe!! | 
| Ofleepinesgimahat a deale of aduantage'doeth 
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- | askethee onthe ou of God, what, in fine, is 
bh detaines thee, from: gocing | 
all, with all thy forces, #ter God:2 What doelt | 


the fault is ours... - . | 


| vs ,'shall wee ſtill continue ſficke 2 He being at 
the'gare of our hart, crying. our and ſaying, 
Open'to mee, O thou my freind, and my ſponſe, shall 


| we being all wrapt vpin vanities;fuffer himto | 
ſtand calling there, and not ſoe much as open 


him the gate? : 21 
' O myſoule come hither, and tell mee, for l 


that'thing, whic 


| thouloue, if thou:doe not loue this Spouſe of 
thine? Or rather why doeſt thou not loue him 
much; who did ſoe mightily loue:thee? He had 


of thee, and to ſeekethy profitt,withhis owne 
lofle.. And what haft thou to doe inthis world, 
but to exerciſe thy ſelfe,all, inloue of this king 


alſo all that which thou heareſt; which thou 
toucheit, which thou taſteſt; and wherewith 
thoudoeſt conyerſe 2 Doeſt thounort ſee, that 


all this is but cobwebs, whith cannot cloath! 


| But what? shall things paſle ſtill after this | 
{| manner? Though:God bimſelfe is come to cure 


noe'buſines on earth, but to attend to.the loue | 


of heauen 2-Doeſt:thou: not ſee , how allthat 
which heere thou ſeeft , muſt. haue an-end, as| 


thee, and keepethee warme? Where art thou if|. 
- thou haue notthy being in leſwflkrifour lord} || 
whatart thou'thinking? what acgountart thouſ i 
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| ſe; that whoſoeuer ſerkes 5ball finde and be who | 
askes hall obtaine , and to him who knockes it 5hall| 
| be opened; itis cleare that if wee proue not well, 
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' making 2 what doeſt thou ſceke : our of tha 


God? | 


onely , one, complete 


| Let vs rowſevp ourſeluesat laſt, 8 breake of 


this badd fleepe ; Let vs awake, for it :s broad 
day, fince leſs Chriſt our lord who is the light, 
is come, Let vs doe the wookes*of light _ fance 


of darknes, O that thememory of that ryme, 
wherein wee know not God , might ſerue-ys 
now for sharp ſpurrs, to make vs runne gree- 


wee could fly, O that wee might burne, and be 
[transformed, into-him. W hat muſt a creature 


forloue of him alone 2 whoeuer heard of ſych 


that God loued vs, when hee made vs after his 


[Image;buta farre greater worke it was to make | 
himſelfe after ' our image. He abaſes himſelfe 

to vs, that hee 'may exalt vs to him. He makes | 
himſelfe man; that hee may rmake vs Gods, He | 
deſcedes from heauen, that he may carry vs thi-| 


therin his copany;and in fine hedyed, thathe 
might g1ue vs life, And now {hall it be poſlible 


ſoc great.loue?? O lord illuminate. myne eyes , that. 
[theymay not ſleepe:in' ſuch « death: 25:this; And thou 


there was tyme wherein wee: did the workes | 


dily after him. O that we could runne, O thar | 


[coe, when he ſees his creator made man,and all | 


aloue as this, that one louing another, ihould:| 
by loue be converted into that other, It is true |, 


thatin the midſt of theſe things, I ſhould-lye | 
leeping andwithour any ſenſe of gratitude for | 


ho haſt done vsthisgreat:fagonr ;giuevsal- | 
oe a right feeling of it, For otherwiſe, the | 
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doe vs-in the end. 
O Lord open thou myne eyes, that they may 
confider thee,deſcending out of the boſome of 
thy father ; andentring into that of thy virgin] 
mother,, chat 1 may giue thee great thankes. for | 
this benehir. Makemee able to humblemy ſelfe| 
forthee. Make mee abletoconfider thee lying 
in a maunger, inſteade of a bed, crying out, 
through could & being oppreſt with pouerry; 
& make melecarne thereby, how to caſt all deli- 
cacy farre from mee, Make thy teares & lighes 
ſhew & ſound themſelues forth-in myne eares, 
that ſoe they may mollify my hart, & that ſoeit 
may deliuer it ſelfcouer, as wax, to euery incl-! 
nation of thy will, Anddoe not thou permitt, 


% 


| that God ſhould weepe, and that man ſhould 


hauec nocfeeling of it;for I know not at which 
of theſetwo chings, wee might wonder moſt, -. 
Seale vp,O lord,thy wordes in my ſoule, that 
I may neuer {jnne againſt thee. Let the blood 
which thou diditſhed for mee, be gathered'vp 


into.my hart, and be thou all, ,my onely loue, 
, | thatſoe thou ny" not repent thy {ſelfe, of all 


theſe great afflitions, whichthou endured for 
mee. It is1, whom chou ſoughtſt, and whome 
thou ſeekieſt {till ; and for mee thou haſt made 


| allthoſe riltings.,'and triumphes, and shewed: 
forth all thy liveries, and vndergone all that 
colt, Let me.neuer ſee my ſelfe belonging to 


any other then thee, lince: thou haſt defray 


me {oe well. 4 
' Come. M adden; "oe thar ou - yours, now pe 
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are it ſelfe for Godis vpon the point of being 
ns and hee hath neither howſe, nor bedd, 

| | [wherein tolye, Let your hart be all inflamed 
| [with joue, for the Infant ſuffers much cold. , 
| | [Andyer if your hart be but-euen ſoe much as - 
luke warme this Infant with his cold:, will 
|| |giuc itgreater heat, For how much the more 
cold he ſuffers for vs, ſo much the more loue, 
he ſheyes to beare vs; & where I findemyſelfe 
tobe more beloued , there am I abliged more 
1 [to loue. | | 

| Exteriourly hee ſuffers cold, and yet,through 
the great loue he beares vs, he can endure noe 
cloathes. ; but he lyes naked as ſoone as he is 
borne, & tiaked they lay himvpon the Crofle, 
{becauſe in his bearth, & in his death, he ſhewed 
[the greateit exceſle of loue. | _ 

| Madam, you muſt prouidea cradle wherein 


| | {?ndrreat him well, for he is theſonne of a great | 
high King, and he is theſonne alfoe of a;yirpin, 
| and he takes much guſt to lodge himſelfe in the 
| ſharrof virgins ; for the meat he.cates is fleſh, 
| which is crucified & dead. And becauſe he hath 
agreat deale of poore people, amonegtt his kin- 
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[in your hart ; you muſt takecarego nurſe him; 


[you may rock hima fleepe \\which ligntfies the | 
| repoſe of contemplation, and ce that you trend, | 


— 


i dred ,, whome.yet he loues decrely well, you | 
| | [uſt be alfoe ſure to louc them, for they areghg | 

| | {brethren of our creator. As ſaone as he is borne | 
| 
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. [2pdI beſcech him ro keepeand faue yqu,for hiy 
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A Letter to 4 certaine Lady , who t taught with 
what diſpeſition she us to receine Chrift our lord, 
anto hey ſoale; and with what care she is to keepe 
 bim, and of the great miſery where into that ſoule 
falls, which committs mortall ſane, and what a 
great treaſon it is , toleaue God, and follow the 
deuill, eſpecially for ſuch as baue beene particularly 
fauoured by almighty God. 


T 


tyme ; that you may prepare your ſoule , for 
that Infant who is now to be borne, For he| 
hath noe howſc, but in thoſe. ſoules which are 
well diſpoſed to receiue him. Hecomes asa 
| ſtraunger, andin great pouertie,Giue himyout | | 
hart, that ſoe he may ſay inthelaſt day, I was «| 
flrannger and yow receiued mee. But yet confider | 
withall, that as there is nothing fo muchtobe 
deſired by you as to lodge this Infant in your 
ſoule, ſo is there nothing which requires more] } 
care anddiligence;then to prepare, the lodging | | | 
ready, inſuch ſort as he deſires. He comes in 
-humility, and pouertie; and they who receiue| 
him muſt be humble, and poore. He comes to] 
vndertake great labours, and with labour that 
howſe muſt be adorned, wherein he youtcha-| 
fesrodwell, Hers chait, and he loues ſuch as| J 
_ Tare chaſt, And though he beyery little , and'a| | 
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HE grace and peace of the holy ghoſt, be 
in your hart, and aflift you in-this holy | 
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very Infant ;'yet withall, he is very great, and} 
\- | hets God; and ſoeit mult be no little thing to 

| prepare a lodging for a great God. Our lord'is 
]choiſe and nice , and by reaſon of ſome one 
mortall ſinne which ſome man makes litle dif- 
ficulty to committ, he refuſes toenter into-the 
| foule. Andif he be there already , one mortall 
finne, ſends himaway. And when he is gone, 
he comes not back againe foe ſoone;but makes 
it plaine, by che difticulty which he hath to re- 
turne', with kow great diligence he is to be 
| kept, by vs; when we haue him there. f. 
' O'my good lady, andhow riche is he who 
polleſles.God, and how often in the day were 
he to looke-downe ypon his hart, asking our 
{| Lord if hee be there 2 What chaynes ſhould he 
| caſtabout him of humble petitions and reares, 
begging of himas Danid'did, in theſe words, 
0 lord depart not from mee. How full of caution 


—— 


I 
Mewhat, which might offendour Lord, &lealt 
being offended ; he ſhould be gone. For, if hee | 
deall good; what ſhall it be to looſe bim, but | 
| tofall into the Abifſe of all miſeries? They'are' 


44oft God; andſuch, as will hardly be beleiued, | 
{though all the world ſhould ſpeake vf them, 
| This appeares well in our firſt parents Adam 
[and Eve. For Eue, looking ypon the fruite of 
1 the forbidden, tree, it ſeemed very beautifull 
1 her eye, and that if she might eate thereof, 
[it wouldproue very pleafing to her, and giue 
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| oughc a man to walke, leaſt he ſhould doe ſo- | 


| 
1 fadd things, which aſoule feeles, when itharth | 
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great. miſeries , which came vpon her by that 
regtch & Experience taught ber, that the bit-: 
ternes of breaking the comaundment of God, 


es ans 


fruite.. And rhen.ſhe {aw , that-itheapparance 
which the forbidde fruite had, of being ſoe.yery 
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deuill,,who made afalſe glaſle, for,her to looke: 
threugh. And hee alfoc gaue her.a Joathing, of | 


forbad, 3.IL& 7 2543 5500 25551 {4.4 ; 
-O how many baue beenedeceiued by the dey 
uill, through falſe; imagination; hepromiſing| 


| making bitter lamentation, for giying credits! 
him, whomeuen before they knew to bealyen, 

| & the father of lyes: and ſome, after the endof! 

 |{ many;labours, and cares, haue ſweats bard,to' 
| {returne; into the freindſhipp- of God, though, 

| chrgugh all rheir life, they continued with this! 

{ dagger in theirhart, of, How bane Loffended God; 


i her great contentment, But as ſoone aſt ſhe had |. 
| eaten, het eyes were: opened, to behould thoſe | 


was greater, then the pleaſureto.haue eatent he] 


faire, and full of guſt, was but @ deceite of the | 
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thoſe other fruites which God.commaunded | 
ter-ro.cate. Soc-as they ſcemed:ynſayoury to 
ber, and ſhe,thought that all the guſt , and | 
hidden good , had conliited in that. which God | 


7" them contentment, & guit;& they afterwards, | 


h 


| hewwng vouchſafed mee [oe many bleſings | And'it}-* 
ſeemedto them, as if they enioyed not the be=| 
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nefitt of his pardon , through: the continual}; 
 greife and ſhame, which they had for. commit- 
ting the offence, Others there are, whoe beigg | $ 
once gone away 3 neuer turne againe; like 1} 7 - 
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made hawkes ; whoe flying, from the fiſt of 
their Lord, fall to feede-vpon carryon; and 
being foe fleſied, returne noe more ; and ha- 
'uing formerly raſted the foode of  Angells, 
gro\we totakedelight in the;buskes of ſwyne, 
Of theſe S. Peter ſaith, Chatzthad beene better for 
them, not to baueknowne the way of our lord , then ro | 
| leane it aftes.it Was knowne. : And it happens-to 
| them| as to. the dogge who+returnes to: eare, 
what he had-vomitted , & asto.the hogg whoe 
| wallowes: in, his-myre; from:fide toſtde, And 
our Lord himſ{elfe ſaid, Thet he wbopuis bis hand 
tothe plowglf,,audookes backe ts mot fitt for the king- 
| dome of beauen-; but returnesito be worldly agai- 
ne; and is both made an abieFt-of ſcorneto the 
Quill, and is alſoe placediasamiarke to fright 


© 4 


++1n-chis ſortedid the wife.of Lothyndoe her 
lſelfe.; For God: hauing vouchſafed ther: foe 
'great' a fauour.,”,as to deliver? her. fromthe | 
tyze , which.came from heauen, vpon' Sodam: | 
and. Gamorgab.y where ſhee dywelr , ahd icom- | 
maunding, het aot'to looke backe againe, ſhe 
obgyed not; his voice ; but turning her head: | 
backe,, was transformed into a pillar of ſalte, | 
which beafts'licke vp, And heereirt is to be coſizÞþ 
 p&red , that if God puniſhed her ſoc ſeuerely;] 
whoe had notbecne a finnerin that Citty,'bur 
onagly becauſe ſhe obeyed not his commaunde- 
'ment of not looking backe for what canthe 
{linger hope , whoe is delivered from the 
4 {puniſhment of God , through his great | 
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he curne back his hart, towards ihe 


flesb potts of 
| Eg ypr , and his fannes paſt. - | 


mes,it is 4 fexrefull and horribly thing, to fall 
into the hands of the-lining God ; and what is 
man. that be shoulitbe-able to endufe the wrath and 
fury, of Almighty Gol ?For agany huyve fire ; is 
ableto deuoure' ſome little woeful] ſtraw , fot 


the ſoules & bodyes bf allſuch perſons as de- 


' committs the fowleſinne of adultery, thathuſ 
| band is inraged ſoe much the more againſt her, 
at ſhe had bene more beloued by him; foe that 


at 
| wrath of God is very vnſafferable £ whi ch he 


 merly drawne out of the captiuity of ſinne,and 
| of bound had made free, and being naked and 
voyd of grace, had made rich andtarely ador! 
.ned with the ſame grace, and of a wicked flaue/ 
;had exalted to be his moſt honoured & beloued 


hart , any 
though {heewere a thowſand mile off 
the tact. 


part from him.2Andas when ſome wife , whoe | 
. | had beene deerely: beloued by her hnsband; 


| expreſſes againſt that ſoule, which he had for-| 


g 
4 


|  'T beſeeth God euen for God's owne ſake; | | 
todeliner eueryſoule; from falling downe into | 
| foe great a miſery-as this, Foras'S: Paule affir-] 


-+doth the mighty wrath of God;ſwallow vp] 


Ts Whar would ſuch a woinan deſerue, who] 
'being vngratefull for ſoe great fauours,, Tay} 
not {hould committ adultery, againſt ſuch age-| || 
nerous and pious husband, but through whoſe] 

fach thought ſhould once paſſe, }| 
, from[} 


— 00 _ IS 


——_ 


WA ho; 6 8 
= i 


_—_S$PIRITVALLE  Epinll 
| mercy ; if yer diſpiſing that exceſſive goodnes| 


4A 
Bm — 
on 
(| 


\ 


| P 
{IT 


al 


© 


-—» 


- » —- - 


* -- 
I 


&: 


. 
i 1 
0 1 
4 

4 


| 
E | 
/ 


| 
j 


| 


: 


| to caſt 


4 ® E 


put freſh diſhonours, & to crucifye a ſecod ty- 
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Who could euer thinke of giuing a buttetr, to 
onethat had endured ſoe many for him; and to 


methat perſon, whoſe former wounds, it were 
much more fitt for him to bathe & dretfe and 


alwage , then to add new ones to the old? | 


What kinde of wickednes ſhall wee call it; 


[whichis able euen to amaze; and aſtqniſh the | 
world ) for one to leane God for the deuill, and | 


g beene walking in the way to heauen, : 
to zoe thruſt his very feete into hell ; andto 
like better to haue to doe with God inraged, 
then with God ali gentle and appeaſed? 

Madam, I baue not written this , as thin- 
King that this miſery will lay hould on you. 
For my confidence is notin you, but in him, 
whoe, with ſoc much mercy, and pitty , redee- 
med you, out of the captiuity wherein you. 
were, and taught youſoe well, what belongs 
to his loue, as to haue giuen you cleerely to vn- 
derſtand thereby. that hee meant not to vnder- 
take the buſines in ieſt, neither will hee, that | 
either you, or1, ſhall make a icſt thereof, In 
this lord who loues with ſoe great fidelity,doe 
[ place my confidence; and not in you , whoe 
baue kept ſo ill correſpondance with his true 
loue,But I haue written this, to the end,that of 
your ſelfe, you may hunt out a litle ſent, of the 
danger wherein you arc; & that you may rec6- 


hauins 


[4 [end your ſelfe more and more, to our Lord, | 
4 {0d in fine, that yoti may be ſve diſcreete as not 
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away your tyme, inthe admitting of 
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| ws i SP IRTEVALL. - Ep. 17. | 
_ _ | vaoprofitable thoughts. Our lord will cleereſ: 
vp theſe things , and will finiſh that which] 
he hath begunne , and will not take this| 
Crowne from mee , and therefore aml in px-If 
tience and hope, that you ſhall not depriue mee 
of that which God hath giuen mee, You haue 
heere many ſeruants of God , both men and 
woemen , who recommend you to his mercy, 
with much care, and I beſeech him to graunt 

| moſt completely to you, Amen, 
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in youchſafing to come to ys, and of the happi-. 


EPISTLE.S. 


| WERE URUURYRYCACRYEA 
| A Lener of ihe Autiionr to a Lady, at the Feaſt of the 
| Epiphany or three kings. Wherein hee Sihewes 


how: shee 15 to goe and adore the Infant leſs, 


faith ; and that sbce is to offer him the gould of 
diaine lone. 


Wrote to your Ladyſhi p this laſt Aduent, 
of the great fauour which our Lord did vs, 


nes of that ſoule which diſpoſes himſelfe to re- 
ceiue him, F hope in his mercy, that hee is come 
home to you, and that you haue receiued him 


.|with faith and loue. And therefore now; there | 


remaines noe more , but that you offer your 


vouctiſafed to offer himſelfe to you as a deere 
| " . , 

gueſt, and that you imitate the faith and pre- 
ſents which were made by thoſe wiſe men to the 
Blefſed Infant as ſoone as they found him our; 
as you haue already imitated them in the care 


| [they had to finde him. It will doe well , that 
you contemplate how this. great lord s foe 


humbled, in that poore open {table, and that 
maunger-, where the naturall diſcotirſe and 
[humaine reaſon of thoſe kings, was farre from 
thinking that they ſhould fnde him, But the 
ſtarre which; with vs, is Faith, refuſes exprefly 


| =» {7 any further on, and declares with moſt 


with theſe kings : being euided by the ftarre of - 


ſelte, ia perperuall ſacrifice ro him , who hath | 
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that hee who is aboue all reaſon , and know- 
ledge, lyes ina place which is hidden from all 


idiſcourſe of reaſon; that ſoe wee may learneto 
| belceue, that moſt firmely, whereof wee finde| 


leaſt certainty. 
For if as theſtarre guided them, ſoe they had 
beene guided bur by their reaſon , they would 
haue gone to looke forthis new borne King in 
ſome royall pallace; for a perſon and a place 


wherein he dwells, are to carry proportion to | 
one another : Our lord youchſafes to ithew a 


great fautour to them, ypon whom he beſtowes 
aſtarre , which is the guift of faith ; that foe 
they may ſeeke God, both when he is wrapped 
vpaſwell in thoſe ſwadling-cloutes, in the po- 


uerty of his birth, asin the contempt and tor-| 


ment of the death of the Crofle ; the kings finde 
him in one of thofe places,and the good theefe 
in the other, For both they, and hee , had the 
eyes of Faith , and that made them proſtrate 
themfelues all along and adore him, proteſting 
thar they were as nothing in his diuine preſen- 


ce. Forif they had knowne him but for a tem-[* 
porallking, how great ſocuerhee had beene,it] 
woult hauc ſuftzed for them, to haue donere-| 


uerence to him, as one man vſes to another; 


but for ſoe great men to proſtrate themſcelues, | 


before an Infant, betokens that they had in- 


teriour faith Y whereby they knew the high 


Maicſty , which lay hidd in that Infancy. 


But now your Ladyſhip muſt be ſure, that | 
_! yon appeare not empty before this Lord;and]} ! 
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thing , if you' doe not giue him your loue. 
Nothing but God is able to make vour Lady- 
ſhipp happy ; and nothing but your ſelfe is able 
tokeepe him contented. This loue of his is not 
ioyned with any intereſt which regards him- 


OO on at EAI no 


made to him; but it is atrue and perfect loue, 
which requires, an yniop of harts. And this is 
thatlanguage , as, S. Berftagd faith , whereby 
God, and the ſoule communicate themſelues | 
& ſpeake to one another ,in theſamerune. It 
our lord threaten and punilh mee, I am not to 
doe the ſame ; but my duty will bee, to humble 
my ſelfe ſoe much the more, as hee doth more 
exalt himſelfe ; but if he loue mee}, I mult bee 
like him in that , and Imuſt louc him, ſaying , 
with the ſpouſe ; My beloued to mee and I to him, 
O great dignitie of a creature, which is abled 
thusto draw, in the ſelfe ſame yoke with his 


Lord', and may anſweare himlike, for like, for 


loueis that thing, which abaſes hills, and rayſes 


| & |yalleys. Offer your loue to him ; whoefor loue 
[Þ [of you, dif prhough hee were ſoe great, be- 
| jcomean infant, and being God became man; 
 |and ſhedd the blood of circumciſion for you, 


within eyghtdayes ; as being not content that 


ne, Steale not your ſelfe away from this lord, 
ince you are ſoetruly his, leaſt you grow 0 be 


jofkthem , of whomethe Prophett Ieremy faith; 


d 4 bo 


[he went like one whoe runnes away with him 


ſelfe , or the yalue of the preſents which are| 


be had ſhedd teares, for you, when h@was bor- [ 
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M arke 


are wont to meaſure themſelues bytheirdoeing 


| uice whip weecan doc him, how great ſocucr 


ſelfe. Where are you engaged more deepelyz| 
where can youemploy your ſelfe more profita- 
bly2where.can you exajr yourfelf more highly, | 
then by louing Chrift our lord, who loned you, 
and waſhed you with his bloud, and giues euen 
himſelfe to ſuch aone as loues him, and makes | 
him of a man, grow to-be a kinde of God, . | 

Bee very carefull of your ſelfein this buſines, 
and ſoe that you Ser zonld to the Infant leſus; 
For as alittle gouldfs more worth then agreat: 
quantitie of other merrall, ſoe alittle true laue, 
is more pretious, then much copper, and ſuch 
other metralls of feare, and proper intereſt, or 
any other ſuch affects as riſe from theſe, Many 


many good workes, and they neuer conſider 
that God reſpects nothing'in them, butonely 
the hart from whence they riſe ; and that one 
man ſhall pleaſe God more who doth leſle good 
workes, then another whoe doth greater, ifhe 
who did the lefſe, haue the greater loue. Some 
man by faſting from ſome one meale, or by gi-| 
uing ſome very little almes, ſhall be more plea- 
ling to our lord(as the widdow was,then many. 
others whoe gaue great almes) becauſe hedoth 
it with more loue then they, And heerein ap- 
peares the greatenes of our Lord, fitice noeſcr- 


ir may be, is great in his ſight ,iftheloue of the| 


-artie be nat great. For hce whoe hath neede 


of nothing, and cannot poſlibly encreaſe atall} 
| 1 "iches, or any othergood,, why.ſhould he] 
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' [onely to be beloued,, which is ſoc acceptable a 
preſent, as cannor be refuſed by any. And oe | 


Jand that ſoeasit may exceede all other loues, 


{declare his goodnes, and thus doth he the more | 


42n Infant whoe could not ſpeake. His power 
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care for ought which can be giyen him, but | 


much is God in earneſt when he requires it of 


perſon whoe grauntes him not his loue, 

What thing is ſoe farre from ſelfe loue inthe 
delires of any thing, as hee whoe needes noe 
ſruice which can be done him thereby ; and 
whoe againe hath ſoe much deſire of any thing 
as he whoe ſoe requires a'man's loue, as to pu- 
niſh him with the torments of hell, who- will 
not giue him that loue and giueir truely, yea, 


And therefore Saint Auguſtine might ſay with 
reaſon, O lord what account doeſt thou make of mee, 
fuce thow commaundeſt-, mee. to loue thee; and doeſt | 
threaten mee with huge miſeries if 1 lcue thee not. 

Let this be therefore your prime care,toattend 

tothe loue of our Lord. For this very purpoſe, 
he made himſelfe. ſoe very little. For by cw | 
much the more he conceales , and as it were 
dilembles his Maieſty, ſoe nuuch more doth he 


inuite our loue ; which lookes more at caſe } 

vpon thelittlenes which he tooke, then vpon 

the greatnes which he naturally poſſeſſed. _ 
His wiſedome lyes hidden by his being made 


is alſoe bound vp by certaine ſwathing-cloa- 
thes, and he endures bitter colde. And all this 


vs, as that he puniſhes with eternall death, the | 


F 
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to the end, that the more of his other attributes 
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he hides from vs, the more he may declare hi | 
loue to ys; that ſoe we alſoe may loue him the 
more, as we finde him to haue ſuffered more 
for vs. It is certaine that to ſee him tremble 
with colde doth kindle vs much more, then if 
wee ſaw him well, and wariely cladd, and-if 
he felt noe paine, And therefore-hee {ball doe | 
very ill, whoedenyes bim his loue,fince it was 
boughbt at ſoe much coſt of this Infant ; and 
after the rate thereof , will it coſt that man 
whoe ſhall deny to g1Uc it, | | 

Hee whoe offers this loue, offers the helocauſ 
wnh the marrow to our lord, as Danuid faith, For| 
as fire burnes vp a w hole beaſte; ſoe doth loue 
conſume the whole man, both within & with- 
| out, The fire of true loue, will not endure that 
the ſtraw of cxteriour vanities ſhould remaine 
yaburnt, How fhall that man be able ro love 
pompes and ſhewes who cordially loues the 


| Infant leſs , being layd in a poore maunger, if 
| it be true that loue muſt make louers like to 


one another, It is a great bleſſing and light, 
which makes vs able to ſec God heere beloue, 
that foe we may know how to walke for the 
pleaſing of his diuine Maielty, And fince he 
walkes in a very contrary way to that of the 
world , let ys reſolue to make our choice of 


| that guide, whome we meane to follow ; fince 


wee cannot walke in both; and fince the world] 


| runges headlong ypon-errour, and fince Chrilt 


our Lord is the truth which ſaues ſuch as be- 


lecue and follow it. 


_ 
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And let this holocauſt haue marrow in it, fol | 
marrow is a ſoft thing, and doth ſoone melt. | 


md Wolo > Ch Farr, Fr, ©5 YH CD Ga * _ 


|allthings which he poſlefles, and defires , be- 
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|{trong and firme purpoſe as if it were made of 


| _ : 


Jall the labour is loſt. For in that caſe whatſo- 
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| . 
Open therefore your hart, and conueigh rhe 
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And ſoe doth that hart which loues our lord; 
and whether the matter concerne the ſeruice 
of the fame lord , or els the good of a man's 
ncighhour, ſuch a one. will not exprefſecither 
drynes, or harſhngs, but ſweete 'mildenes, bee 
alfoe hath care to keepe his loue as fate, as the 
marrowe 15 within the bone, But before you 
can arriue to that marrow, itis garded firſt by 
the sKynne, and then by the fleth, and laſtly by 
the bone it ſelfe, The man who loues, places 


fore that which he Jones; thathe may fooner 
looſe all thar,, then that the perſon beioued by 
him {Hould once be touched+ And he harh a 


Iron. not to yenture the loue of our lord, 
though ir ſhould coſt him whatſocuer he either 
Is, or may eucr be. | 

- Such gould as this it is , which you muit 
offer to the Infant, who is: borne ſoe poore ; 
and you muſt open your treaſures , for that 
as thoſe kines did. For: if this hart 


O 
e not opened, which is the treaſure-howle, 


ener it bee, which 1s offered , is not gold but 
counterfect ſtuffe; & he takes the belt to him= 
ſelfe, and giues the worſt to Almighty God. 


Infant newly borne into it , ſince that hart a- 


— —  — 


| 


lone liues, in which heeis. And fince he is of 


+ 
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| beſeech him that it may foe happen to your 


weare him in your boſome, like that handfull of 
| Myrrb , whereof the ſpouſe ſpeakes. Conuerſe 
| withhim with all reuerence becauſe he is God; 
and yet take courage to communicate freel 
with him, becauſche is an Infant; for within 


he hath his hart as ſerene, gnd ſ\yeete, as you| 
may well conceiue by his exteriour Apparance, 1 
Take heede you lett him not fall, for he muſt | 


be kept with great care'; bur if your loue be. 


not great, you will either forgett him quickly, | 
| orels lay him ſoone aſide, as thinking rhat he 
weighes too much. And ſve that you negotiae | 
te with himinſuch ſort, as thetyou giue not| 
, till you percciue by good coniectures, | 
that both you loue him, and are beloued by 


OUcr 


him, For till aſoule fecele this, it euer liuesin 


feare, aud ſadnes, and as vnder the burden of a| 


law, hae when it comes to this paſle; theres 
nothing which can eaſily trouble ir , when 1 it 
conſ1 devs that God toues j it, and it L—_ God. I 


Ladyſhipp. Amen, 


, = j | 
{oe little weight, doenot lay him downe; but} 
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A letter of the Authour to 4 Lady wherein hee shewes 


what the coming of the holy Ghoſt wroushtin the 
Apoſtles , and what it workes in them whee diſ- 
poſe themſelues to receiaeit ,, and how they are 10 


diſpoſe themſelues. 


Od ſend you a good Feaſt of whitſontide, 
not by heareſay, but by experience; & that, 
in this ſolemnitie your hart may feele that 
which the faichfull ſeruits of Chriſt our Lord, 


greatioy, as might well giue the world tovn- 
deritard ; that the blood of Chriſt our lord was 
not ſhedd in yayne, nor his prayers to his Father 
made in yayne;lince by meanes thercof, a parti- 
cipation of tne diuinitie , was communicated. 
O how often, when they ſaw themſclues foe 


[deityed, and that they were made foe richly the |, 
louers and beloued of God, did they ling a | 
world of prayſes to Ieſus Chrift, theirlord and. 


Maiſter ; as knowing well , thathe had ſent 
them this guiftas he was God, and had deſcrued 


[Þ [it for them as he was man. For according to 


O 


whatourlord himſelfe had ptomiſed, the holy 


IF [ghoſt as ſoone as ke ſhould+be come, was to 


| | | 
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[when they were aſſembled in that meeting- | 
F iplace did feele,by the infuſion of him into their 
[oules, who depriued them of their weakenes, 
landdeliuered rhem from their ignorances, and 
fulfilled the boſome of their ſoules, with ſoe 


—————— 
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| preſence;& might know by experience, whata' 


| he makes that Bleſſed word of God, to be be- 


f 


| uenly dew from that drynes, and ſRtiffnes whe» 


make knowne leſus Chri/t, our Lord,and to giue 
 teltimony of him , that ſoe the Diſciples, and 
| the world might knowehim , and by knowin 

him might vnderſtand withall , that all good 
| was to cometothem by his meanes, andthar 
{ they were to render him ſeruice , and expreſſe 
all gratitudeto him yas totheir true and aboun- 
dant benefactour; and that ſoe, they mightre- 


in his abſence, then formerly they had beenein 
| puiflant love the holy gheft is, and how ardent! 


loued, from whome himſelfe proceeded, and 
in whome he repoſes, and thatthey ſhould mx 
ke noedifhcultie to publiſh and-proclaime him 
to the world, though it ſhould coſt them their 
hues, 


lebrate it exteriourly as we ought. And if our 
ſoule were bedewed .with ſome dropp of the 
water of this plentifuil Riuer which iſſues out 
ofthe throne of God,& of the lambe,thethirſt 
of this whole world would be ſoone quenched 
inys, and wee ſhould ve refreſhed by this hea- 


rein wee yetremaine foe negligent, ſoe barren, 
and foe accurſed, 


N 
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maine faſter tyed to him by the cordes of loue,]| 


If we had a parte of this ſolemnity heere 
| within our very harts , weshould be ſuretoce- 


O how much would we finde our {clues| 
obliged to our Redeemer , when wee ſhould ; 
ſentibly fecle, that wee were indeede redeemed} 
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[things which ſeeme moſt neceſlary to vs, and 


{God, that noe water of ſorrow, and affliction 


\flls vpp that empty place , which was made 
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by him, and that our finnes weredrowned, that 
our ſorrowes were ſpent, and aboundance of 
ioy imparted inſteede thereof, Wee would not 
then complaine of paines,of baniſhments, of 
abſence from what we loue, of wanting thoſe 


infine of any inconueni&Ece. For foe powerfull 
isthis ſpiritt, and the fire thereof, that it ſtriues 
vpward , and makes vs ſoe loue & confide in 


bath power to quench it, but it remaines euer 
uicke, and conveyed with ſuch ſtrength into 
the bowells of the ſoule ( which are foe migh- 
tily inflamed ) that it kills all that which lives 
ill; and cauſes, that euen death it ſelfe cannot | 
coriquer him, who is mortyfied by the coming 
of this holy ſpiritt, / 
” This. is that deare gueſt , whoe cures the 
wound; which the abſence of Chriſt our lord 


had made in their harts whoe louecd him, and 


therein by his departure. And now ifhe were 
able to comfort and free men from that ſor- 
tow , which was cauſed by the abſence of 
Chriſt our lord himſelfe , more eafily will hee 


beable to comfort vs, in caſe of theabſence of | 


Creatures, if we be in any paine thereby. This 
Is hee, who is ſoe full of care of his orphanes, 


who-onerſhadowes them with ſtrength,from} 


on. hich, and who covers and keepes them 


Watme vnder the mantle of his proteCtion , and 
mkesthem know that they haue one in hea- 
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| that which is ouer wearyed, and he is dayly gj- 


4 X : 
uen , whome they may with confidence , but 
without preſumption call Father; hee repaires 


that which is ruined,he illuminates that which} 
is darke , he heates that which is colde , hel 


ſtraightens that which is crooked, he refreihes 


uing vs new ſtrength , which makes vs fly yp 
toward the mountaine of God. 
Madam, it will be reaſon that ſuch an ex- 


cellent preſent as this , ſhould put vs-into great| 


appetite, and thar wee ſellall the affections of 
our hart , for the purchaſe of this Iewell, 
which onely is able to make vs happy. The 
newes of it paſles before our doores, and the 
noy{e ſounds in ourcares , of how he comes 
downe to men, and is glad of a habitation in 
their hartes; Let vs not ſuffer him to paſle by 
but let ys conſtraine him to vilitt, and comfort! 
vs, that we may ſerue himyet more. And con- 
fidering in whoſe name wee may defire him to 
{tay with ys, he will not neede to be much en-] 
treated; forthe Father ſends him, through Teſus 
Chriſt his ſonne our Lord. | | 

Chriſt our Lord is he who obtayned the: 
holy ghoſt for vs. For otherwiſe , what had 
that moſt high ſpirit to doe , with coming 
downe to vs., whoe are but ſoe much fleſh, 
which is impure, and weake, andenclincd to 
all Kinde of ill ,This ſpiritt exceedes vs incoms 
parably more , then the hcauens exceede tie] 
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earth, if it were not for that ; he who is of het] 
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ten , being engendred by the Father, did abalt 
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himieitc toe tarre as to become man, the lignih- 


cation of which word is to be earthly. And ſo 
God being humaned, andtempored with our 


|weakenes, did labour and ſweate, and, ypon. 


the coſt of his life, did obtaine for vs, that this 
ſpiritt which created the heauens , ſhould abaſe 


[it ſelfe ſoe farre, as to dwell in thoſe potts of 


clay. 
Let vs giue thankes to Teſus Chriſt our 


bours. And ſince the holy gheſt comes downe 
willingly to dwell with vs, in contemplation 
of the meritts of Chriſt our lord, let ys not be 


fauours, as thereby to looſe them both, The 
moſt high will abaſe himſelfe to theſe meane 
perſons, that he may bee their Father,and their 
_ , and how then can wee be ſuch woeful 


receiue him with loue, whoe comes with loue, 
and lett ys doe it with great deſire, for where 
be is deſired he is well content to ſtay. Lett vs 
be like him whoe ſaid. My ſoule hath deſired 
thee by night , and in ſpirit ; and with the 
yery bowells of my ſfowle , I watch towards 
thee in the morning. By night he deſires to 
enioy thy holy Spiritt, who findes himfelfe to 
be afflicted , and places not his confidence in 
hisowne arme , but ſends our ſighestothisſpi- 
lit, as to the comforter of the Preowfull,ahid 


||} |fhecaſer of allſuch asare in paine, And{in the 
elf | 222mg hee will bee content to watch, whoe 


Lord , and lett vs gather the fruite of his 1a- | 


ſoe vngratefull for cither of theſe two great | 


Hy . _ | 
otts, as to ſay Noe, to him, Let ys goeforth to 


he. Attn Af 
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makes it not one of his laſt cares, hoyy it may 


fallibly he will come ; for ſoce did Chriſt onr 
lord himſelfe , who was callcd the Drfred of 
all the nations ; - and he loues all ſuch as dell re 
to pollelle hi 


ſpeach both of our tongues and of our ſoules; 


furniſhed , and foe without prouifion , that 


| after hee (hall be inuited , and ſatt downe at | 


table, we may haue nothing for him to cate, 


whereon hee feedes , Mace” which he likes foe 


knowes moſt. And let vs renounce all our 


Y. 
this guelt 1 is moſt pure, and cleane ; and it is not} 
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be fitt for him to furniſh vp that invwerd howſe; | 
but the cheefe of them ali is to conlider, how |. 
he may be able to obtaine this fauour of our |- 
Lord. And being thus deſired, and inuoked, in| 


|... Letvs call ypord this holz Spirit, with the/ 


but, weimuſt be ſure that the howlſe be not ill} 


well. For as for the fleſh which lives, he flyes| 
from it,as farre as he can, anditſtinckes worſe: 
to him, thena dead dog would to vs. Let vs| 
mortifye our owne opinion and judgment, that| 
ſoe we may beruled by his; for two heades w ill] 
neuer gouerne a houſe well , if that which| 
knowes leaſt be not ſwayed by that which | 


ſelfe conceipts, for theſe are the Capitall enc-| 
myes of this heauenly ſpirit , which teaches vs} 
to ſay , Not my will but thy will be done, Let vs be] 
diligent to cleanſe our conſcience by penance,|}| 
and confeſſion, from allimpurity , and cuery}F}| 
graine of duſt, how ktele ſocuer it may bee. For| 


"4 


Let vs mortify our fleſh, for that is the foode| 
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|Let vs then ſhutt vp the doores, and caſt 6ur 
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broad; for euenvnquiet and wrangling folkes; 
are wont to diflemble their little brawles , for 
the honour of ſome principall guett. 


him good attendance, fince he hath made it a 
pallace. For he is amighty king,andit is againſt 
al reaſon, that hauing him with vs at home, 
we ſhould be gadding abroad to ſee vanities. 


ſclues proſtrate ar his feete, and let vs tell him 


\withtruth , that there is nothing which ſhall | 
[raw vs from him, and that we haue giuen this 


anſweare to all the yorld, that it mult leaue ys, 
and him alone together. And ſoelett ys enioye 
tim; for he is ible to make vs happy , and ſo as 
that nothing can depriue vs thereof, If you car- 
tythe Buſines thus , you ſhall be comforred in 


oe be comforted when I ſhall fee you in the 
hands of hjm whoe knowes foe well how to 
eepe you , and in{tru& you; and eternally ro 


| ſe you. It is he , whomeT befetch to beyour | 


F/farcour; | 


fitro lodge himin ſuch a howſe as may diſgult 
him. Let vs keepe peace, both at hoine and a- | 


Hauing lodged him in our howſe,let vs giue | 


lthat, wherein yer you haue diſcomfort; and | 
Ju chall drinke of the Riner of the delights of God | 
till enen your be inebriated thereby. And I ſhall | 


_ 


SPIRIT VAEL T2 
A letter of the Authour to a certaint|Þ 
Preiſt. Hee shewes how be may pre- 

pare himſelfe ; and what conſidera- 
tions are moſt profitable , when ht 
goes to celebrate at the Altar. 


| R Euerend Father; I beſeech our Lord that 

LA. the delay which Thaue yſed in making ny 
anſweare, may be recompeced with being true, 
andprcfitable to you, for your demaunde is of 
great importance; and ſoe wouldthe anſwear 
alſoe bee, if it were ſuch as I haue ſaid, Yay 
aske me whart preparation is beſt, and what con 
 fideration is molt profitable , when you goeto 
celebrate the miſtery of the body , and blond df 
. our lord and Sauiour leſs Chriſt ; becauſe you 


| 


feare that the thing, which of it ſelfe is ſoc help 


Full, inay yer prouc hurtfull to you, for want o 


 due-preparation. . a} 
You know already , that there are different i 
complexions of mens bodyes ; and ſoe is theitlf | 
variety of inclinations, in their mindes , yea andff | 
{oe alſoe are the guifts which God'imparts lf | 
'men , very different. Some , he leades by of”! 
meanes , and others by another, and therefor | 
there can be noe ſuch common rule giuen , 8 
may ſquare well with the generallity of all mea if 
concerning the conſideration which may Wh || 
moſt profitable for the aforeſaid ation, Bur tl} 
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is certaine,, that. that conſideration will be beſt 


for any ran, which God imparts; and whereby 
laman findes himſelfe to be moued moſt, * And 


he whoe bath any knowledge ſuch as a man 
may haue in things like theſe ,-( whereof there 


[is noe cercaine faith , nor cleere euidence that- 
his Preparation , or conſideration growes' from | 
{the impulſe-of God) ; hath noe reaſon to chaun:- | 


geit for any other, rill our lord chaungeit..And 
thisis to berryed, by giuing account thereof, to 
ſome perſon , who hath: experience: in theſe 


things, together with prudence ; and ſoerotake | 


the reſolution, 
But nov there are others , whoe finde-nor 


that Conſideration. And yet it isalſoeneceſ{a- 
ry, for theſe menro impart the notice of their 
award diſpoſition ; foe to trye whether 'they 


Jhave neede tobe carryed by the motiue of 'Love, 
[or feare, they being either fadd, or cheerefall; | 
and the remedy is to be. applyed, according to | 


the neceſſicies wherein they are. And becau- 


| fe I incline to-thinke ;: according to the re- 
{lation which 3 have recciued concetning | 


you, that the ſtate wherein-you are, is of a per- 
lon proficient in vertue, and rhar it is fitter for 
you to exerciſe your ſelfe , ypon he conſidera- 
trons which may prouoke you tothe feruour of 
lone; with reverence, then vpon others; I ſay, 
that to this purpoſe , I know of none better, 


/[thentharwhich may give ys lively to vnderſtid, 


tiem(clues particularly moued, to vie this, or | 


be Mi 
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and who will not refolue, neuer tooffend him 


SPIRETVALL Ep.:o, || 
| God and man, and what the cauſe is why heeo- 
mes to the altar. | : "ON 

Certainely Sir, it isa blow of great force, | 
towards the awaking of any man, to conſider, 
and ſay this to himſelfe, in good earneſt , In 
new goeing to confecrate Almighty God ; to hould 
him in my hands , to have audience of him , and 
| to-receive him into my boſome. Let'vs ponder this|f | 

well; and if it fincke into vs by the grace and ({pi-[Þ | 
ritt of our lord, ict will be fafhcient, and ſuper-} 
. abundant, for the making that reſult towards|| | 
vs, whereof we haue ſoe much neede, that ſoe]Þ | 
(according to our frailty, ) we may performe]| | 
that office as we ought, _ It | 
Who's hee that:-can chooſe but be infls | 
| 


med inloue, by thinking , I goe ro receive at 
infinite Good 2 who will not tremble , with an' 
amorous kinde of reuerence, at his preſence, 
before whome the powers of heauen tremble?] 


ch 
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more, but ſtill ro praiſe him, and doe him ferur 
ce? Who will not be confounded ,. and eueh 
mourhe with greife for hauing offended that 
Lord, whome hee hath preſent there? who will] 
not confide ,ypon ſuch a pawne? whoe willnotſf 
take hart, to goe throughithis deſert , by the 
way of pennance, with ſuch Prouiſion? Andi] 
nally, this conſideration, (when the hand of our] 
Lord helpes it on) doth whol}ly-chaunge a many] 
and taking him from-himſelfe,, doth eucn {wa} 
low him vp ; ſome tymesby renerence; ſomery-JI 


mes by loue; andat other tymes, by other mc t] 'F. 


{ 
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[powerfull affe&s of the minde, which acepro- | ' | | 
I} [duced by the conſiderations of his Preſtnce. 
Which affects, though they doe nor necefſatily 
flow from theſe Conſiderations, yer are they-#| | 
moſt ready: helpe thereynto, ifthe man , WIC | 


4 
1 


vſe to ſay , will not be aiſtone. Li 
- Soe thatyoushall doe well to exerciſe your' | 
10 [ſelfe in this thought. Makeiaccount that you'] | 
-IÞ [heare chat voice, Ecce ſponſius venit , Dews- veſter Math | 
-IÞ {yenit. Behold your ſpouſe is coming”, your God eo | 25+ |} 
$14 | ming. And shutt your ſelfe vp.in yourharty/and | | 
e| then open it to. receive 'that, which vies to 

elf [ſtreame fron+ ſuch a lightning. And defireyou, | 
of the ſame Lard , that for that very goodnes of 3 
his, by which he hath vouchſafed to /put hinr| 


- 

al [le into your hands ; for that fame goodnes, 1/] 
a\Þ jay, he will gige you a true'feeling thereof;thar 
|| [{oe you may efteeme , reueare, andlouchim as | 
21] jyou ought. Importune him thar hepermirt you 

"|| [ot to be in the preſence of ſuch a- Maieſty,' | 
|| | without feare, reucrence, andloue. Accuſtome | 
{| [your ſelfe tothinke as you ought, of the preſen- | 
x|| |*of our Lord ; although you should then en- 


ne noeother conſideration but that. | | 
Conſider ther whoe ſtand in preſence of | | 
Wngs, who, though they ſay nothing ;: yet ſee 
the modeſty, the reuerence,, & theloue where- | 
th they ſtand, ifthey ſtand asthey ought. Bur | 
v1] [®is better roconfider how thoſe great: dries al- | 
Af {iſt inthe Court of heauen, inpreſence' of ehar | 
[ff [Piinite greatenes all crembling at therefleRion 
Hy Pftheir owne littlenes, and burning in the fyre | 
| KS | 


= " 


-— 


| of loue, like perſons whoe are, as it: were, cons 
ſumed, in ſuch a furnace, Make account, that, 
you Enter amonglitthoſe Grawndes , whoe are (og: 
richly adorned, and ſoe well behaued; and-ſop 
diligent in doeing; ſeruice ro their: Lord, And 
then being placed, in ſuch ſociety as that, andin} 
thepreſence of {oe/great a King, thinke of it as 
you ought, though, as I was {aying ,'you, baig 
| not, at that tyme, any other conſjderation they 
that, - YAIRCGT 7 KY 24 
My meaning is, that it is one thing for a man | 
to haue-what to {ay;to the king ; and it 1s ang-| 
ther, to know ( which-may be done with ſcilen; 
ce,)how to ſtand in his preſence ;,> and thereto 
icarry him(clfas-he ought. And this is that vnian} 
'of the-ſoule with our lord , which a man hall 
doe well to procure during the-tyme of Maſſe, 
{and to hang,wholly;vpon him, juft (oe as when 
he is in his Cell, ynited with our lord, in the moſt 
fecrec retired corner of his hart, And this,in ſuch} 
ſore , as that the wordes which he reades, may 
not be of any diſtraction to this vnion; for he 
Shall-reape more fryite by it , then by Jens 
though yer, it be true, that he is to haue refard 
aloe to the wordes ; but he 1s to accuſtome him 
| ſelfe whileit he hath bis hart vnited, and preſent, 
with God, to carry that attention witball , to: 
what he doth, and faith, as is conuenient. ;  / 
Deere lord, and what doth the ſoule of that 
man feele , when hee carryes him in his hands 
who made ele&ion of our B, Lady , & enriched 
her with celeſtiall graces , that she. might ve: 
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'man, And when he compares her hands, andat- 
mes, and eyes, with his owne, what confuſion 
doth he grow to. haue? How ſtraightly will he 


what caution will he yſe that hemay keepe him 
ſelfe wholly for him , whoe hath done himi{ſoe 


mach honour, as to put himſelfe into his hands, 
and to come to them by them wordes of Confe- | 


(ration. 
Sir, theſethings are noe bare wordes nor noe 

dead con{1derarions ; but they be arrowes, [shutr 

ſifly out , from the ſtrong bewe of Almighty 


hart, and which make it deſire, that at the endof 


creatures; and would eſteeme it to be atorment, 
that hemuſt treate with them. And his ioy and 
life would conſiſt, io pondering , Quid fecerit ei 


| diminus, what our lord had done for bim , till the 


next day , that he should retourne to ſay Maſſe. 
And if our Lord doe at any tyme giue you this 


|ligbt, you will know what ſorrow and shame 


made fitt to liue and conuerſe with God made | 


hould himſelfe to be obliged, for ſuch a benefit? | 


God, which wound and wholly chaunge the | 


Maſſe , it may at lardge conſider that worde of | 
our Lord, Scitrs quid fecerim vobis? Doe you know | 
what I haue done to you. Deare lord that a tian | 
could conceiue quid fecerit nobus Dominus, What | 
onr Lord had done for vs in that honre. Thata man | - 
might taſt him with the palate of his ſoule;* © | 
that a man had true weights , where with he, | 
might weigh out, this great benefire. How happy | 
Should he be, euen inthis world; and how, after | 
theend of Maſſe, would helSath euen theſightof | 
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| you ought to carry in your hart, when youap. 
proach to the Altar without the ſame. For he 


xhoe neuer enioyed it, doth not know what 


2. miſery it.is, to.want it. 
You may add to this Conſideration of the 
ierfor whoe comes. to the Altar , the reaſon 


. why,he comes; and you will there ſee arcſem-| 


Peng of the loue, of the Incarnation of au, 
| Lord, and of his holy Nactiuity., and of his life, 


' and drark:; renewing that which paſled heewel 


| rofore vpon his ſacred perſon, And if you ſhall 


enter into the moſt inward corrier of the hart 
of our Lord, and if hee voucbſafe to teach you, 
that the cauſe of bis coming, is a violent and 
patient kinde of loue, which permitts not 
192 whoe.loues , to be abſenr from the party 
v4 cad your foule will euen faint ynderſuch 
A. confideration as that. 
.. ;A man isindeede moued mych, by ponde- 


beares -( like one berrothed who cannot lug 
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ES. 7 4g 0 Lord —_ am 1 "to thee, that thou 
| chouldeff commaund mee 10 loue the : what am ul 
thee , that thou thouldeft ſve much deſire , to make mit 
456 tt; and togiue mee an embracement, and chas,| | 
being in heauen, with them who know. {oe 
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ring after this manner , Heere | baue Almghy| 
| Gpd.. Bur yet, when hee conſiders, that he's C@- | 
; mes: meerely out of the great loue which he| 


F a 


well how to loue , and ſerue thee, thou yet | 
| youchſafelt to deſcend to this creature , who 
| knowes very ill how to {erue thee, but very well 
bow 12 «fend thee. Tsit-pollible that thou canſt 


ever, who being what thouarr, halt-yet'placed | 


[is it poſſible , tharthouſhouldeſt come hither, 
in thy royall perſon, and that thou ſhouldeſt 
utthy {elfe intro my hands, asif thou wouldeſt 


thee now , to lett thee know , thatl repent not my ſelfe: 
thereof; but if ut were neede{ull, [Tpyuld dye for thee 
yet, 4 {econd tyme, What launce could remaine 
inthereſt,after ſuch adeare expreſſion of loue | 
las this > Who , O lord will cuer be ableto-hide 
himſelfe from the heate of thy hart , which 
\warmes:ours with thy preſonce, & the ſparkes, 
fly out to.all them who arencete it , as our:of” 
{ome mighty furnace, And as ſuch a lord as this, . 
(my good Father ) doth the-God of the-hea-| 


wretches as: wee are , doe yet conuerſe with] 
kim, and receive him. | ” 

\\ Let vs now conclude this, good ſubie&, 
which is ſoe fitt to be feltand pur in execution. | 


And let vs beſeech this lord of ours , who hath 
tready done vs.one fauour, that now he wili 


|| not content. thy ſelte, O lord,,to be withour | 
mee. Is it-poſſible that thy loue of mee, ſhould | 
draw-thee downe 2? Bieſled ,mailt rhou bee for | 


thy loue, ypon ſuch acreatureas my ſelfe>And | 


fay ; 1 died: for thee once , already; and 1 come to| 


yens,, come to. our hands, and we being ſuch | 


ve vs another, foraſmuch as his bleſſings, vn- 
fleſle we valew them , and thanke him , and 
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ſerue him for them, will not be of profitt to vs,|/ 4 
Or rather as S.- Beynard faith , The vngratefull (8 
man, by how mach the better hee us, by ſoe much heeis| 
the worſe. Let vs conſider well how wee liue, | 
throughout the whole day ; leaſt els-our lord|} 
puniſh ys, in that tyme when we areat the Al- 
tar. And throughout the whole day , let vs 
carry this thought in our harts, [ haze receined 
our Lord, Athu table I fitt;, and to morrow I shall | 
be with him againe. By this meanes, wee ſhallbe 
able to ayoydall ill, and wee ſhall rake harrt,to- 
wards the praCtiſe of all good, For that which | 
is done from the Altar , our lord is wont to 
rewarde, at the Altar. | _ 
To conclude, I ſay you muſt remember how 

our lord complained of Simon the Phariſee, for 
that, entring into his houſe, hee gaue him noe} 
water for his feete, nor any kifle to his cheeke,} 
To the end we may know that he delires, that 
inthe howſe where heenters, we ſhould giue| 
him teares, layd at his feete for our ſinnes; and 
loue which makes vs ſalute him ith the kiſle; 
of peace, I beſeech our lord to beſtow this| 
peace on you, both with your. ſelfe, and with} 
your neighbours ; and ſoe as that it may ſpring | 
from perfe& loue ; which I defire may torment| 
you heere, for the offences , which your ſelfe| } 
and others committ againſt our Lord, Andin| 
heauen I defire,that he ſhould make you enioye} 
it; eſteeming the good of God for your = . 


_ 


and more then your owne, becauſe you lou 
him more then yourſelfe. For his loue, I begg}. 
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of) you, that tfinthis letter, there be either lirle, 
lor rmuch, which needes amendement,] it may nor 
want your helpe. ; - and if chere be any thing 


ood in it , giue the thankes for that , to.0ur 
ord, md remember mee when you hall be 
a the Alrqr.. 


RIGOROUS WRIT RY 
J. 
A letter of the Authour to fame deare freindes of biss. 
* who were afflited by a perſecution , which was 
' rayſed again them, he animatesthem muc\ , to 4 
| love. of the Crolle , and the imitation of Slag 
" our Lord , wh ereof bee ſpeakes with great ten. 
* dernes, | 


B Leſſed be Gad the Father, of our. s Leſs Chriſt, 


4 


oy 
4 


2 Cor | 


the father of mercyes, endibeGbd of all conſols Hos 


tn, whoe comfortes vs m all our tribulation; in ſuch. 
ſort, as that wee alſoe , are ena bled to comfogt them 
who are in any kinge of afjiiflion. And this we Jae, 
in vertue of that conſolation , 
fartes Vs, For as the tribulations of Chriſt abuunde in 


», [0 through Chriſt, ſee our Fenſolauon is alſe 


oundant. 
| Theſe are the wordes of the Apoſtle SHnr 


|?Paule. Three tymes he was ſcourged with rod- 


des; five tymes with whipps; and once he was 
ſtoned, inſuch ſortasthat he was left for dead; 
and perſecuted by all the generations of man 

inde; and tormented withall ſorts of afflic- 
tions/, ions), and troubles; ; and this not in anv ſmall 
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number of tymes, but as himſelfe ſaith elſwhe-l} 
re, wee are ever, taen drawne todeath, for the lone g 
leſus Chrift, that foe bis life , may be made manift|\|| - 
i vs. And inall theſe tribulations,he doeth noJ. 
onely not murmure, nor complaine of God, as 
weake perſons are wont to doe, nor doeth he 
afflit himſelfe otherwiſe, as is vſed by ther, 
whoe loue their honour and thejr eaſe ; nor 
doeth heimportune God to remoue them from 
| him, like ſuch as know notthe valew thereof, 
and therefore delire not ſuch company,as that; 
| nor doeth heeſteeme them as ſome fleight, and 
little fauours , as they doe whoe loue not to 
ſuffer much ; but leauing all ignorance , and] 
weakenes farre behinde him, he prayſes-our} 
lord in them, and giues thankes for them, as| 
for an extraordinary bleſſing, Efteeming hims| 
ſelfe happy, to ſuffer ſomewhat for the honour] 
of him, whoe ſuffered ſoe great diſhonours;| 
that ſoe he might draw vs out of that true diſ-| 
honour wherein wee were, beingſlaues to the] 
baſenes of finne; and he beautified; and honou- 
red ys, with hu ſpiritt, and with the adoption of the 
ſonnes of God, and he gaue vs an earneſt , and a| 
pledge that we ſhould enioye the kingdome of] 
heauen by him. | 

O rhy brethren , whoe are ſoe very muck} 
beloued by mee, God will open youreyes , that] 
| you may conſider , how great fauour he doth] } 
vs, by that which the world thinks to be disfa-}| 
your , and how much wee are honoured, inj'Þ} | 
being diſhonoured, for ſeeking the honor of þ 
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| how-ſweere, delightfull and deare armes, our 
| Lord extends towards vs , to receiue fuch as 


| by thoſe very woundes doe incomparably out- 
|ſtrip, & euen make ſweeteall that gall, which 


Wm 


|haue any true vnderſ{tanding, we ſhall conceiue 
lavehement deſire of theſe imbracements. 


[wholly amiable,and deſireable, but onely ſuch 
[aone,'as knowes not what true happines is. 
|But know yoy forcertaine, that if thoſe feſti- 
[uities of heauen pleaſc you, and if you deſire 


|: more ſecure, then that of ſuffering. This is | 


C9 5 we,” FL. $09 


But WOW ee F 


| face the Diſciple is not greater then bis Maiſter , nor 


| our foule ſhould repoſe, andxeſt , in any other 


for that abaſement, wherein riow we are, and 


are wounded in the warre for his ſake, where- 


— 


the aftlictions of this life can giue. Andif we 


For whoe will not deſire that , which is 


to ſee, and enioye the ſame, there is noe way to 


that path, whereby Chriſt our Lord, and althis } 
ſeruants are gone before vs ; and” which be calls | 
brergbr, and ſaith, thas it leades men to life, And he | 
left vs this inſtruction, to the end that if 'wee | 
ſhould haue a-minde to be where he'is , wee 
might walke by that way, where he went. For 
It is apainſt all reaſon, thatthe ſonneof God, 
hauing gone by the way of diſhonour; the ſgn- 
nes of men, ſhould goe by the way of hpnour, 


theſlaue , then his Lord, And God forbidd, that 
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thing, or ſhould deſire anyother life , inthis | 


4 Fad orld, but onelyto ſuffer, vider the Croſſe of 
11/ Chriſt our lord. Though yet, I know not , if 1 
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| | God, and how high honour is reſerued to ys, 
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| wakes in vs, thoſe inſatiable deſires; of eternis. 


{thee atall; and-yet doeth not loue thee cyuci 
| fied < in that Croſſe, thou diddeſtſceke mec;thon]f 
| diddeſt cure mee, thou diddeſt deliner mce, thou: 
| diddeft free mee, thou diddeſt loue mie, giuing 


| baſe and cruell wretches. And therefore in 


|[mee; and thou delivereſt mee from my ſelfe; 


— 


|which&hou carryedit-to mee vpon thy Croſſe; Þ 


{louing mee, dyed(t of loue for mee. 


haue ſaid well, in calling that affliction which] 
is ſuffered ynder that Crojjc; For to my ſceming, 
it is as thedehghtof aſott bed;full of roſes, | ' 
O thou leſss of Nazareth ( by which word 
It is ſignified that thou art all full of flowers), | 
how. ſweete is that odour of thee , which 4 


ty; and makes vs forgett theafMictions ; which 
weſuffer heere,whileſt weconſider for whom 
they are endured , and with what reward they! 
ſhall be paid. And whoe is hee that can love 


thy life and bloud for mee ; by the hands of 


the Croſſe , will I ſeeke thee, and ypon that 
I finde- thee ; and finding thee , thou helpeſt 


who am the creature which contradicts thy 
loue, wherein myne owne faluation doth-.cohi- 
fiſt; But now (being free from the loue of my 
felf, which is thine-enemy ) I anſweare thee, 
thpugh not with equallity , yet with a kindeof 
poore reſemblance , of that exceſſtue louey 


louing thee, and ſuffering for thee, as thouby 


f 


Burt woe is.mec, and what ſhame couersmſ| 


face, and what ſorrow feizes vpon my hatt]} 


whoe hauing beene foe much beloued by thee,| b , 


ad mee —_— 3: 
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hich thy ſoe great torments doe well declare ) 
lyctlouethee ſoe little, as may be ſeeneby che 
little ,which I endure for thee, I cafily confelle, 
that all men deſerue not ſoe great happines, 
as to be marked out for thine, with the marke 


fof the Croſſe , bur yet, contider what a ſadd 
thing itts, for meeto deſire, and not to obtaine;, 


to aske and not to receive 2 How much mo- 
re, when I begg notdelight;and eaſe; but afflic- 
tion, and paine, for loue of thee. 


both thy Herald, and the Auntient, whoeamto 


| [catry the flying colours , of thy ghoſpell' , why 


thou doeſt not apparell mee, from head to 


Ifoote, with thine owne livery. O how ill 


doth the name of being thy ſeruant belong to 
mee,. whoe finde my ſelfe naked , of that 


thou diddeſt. put off , that robe of ſuffe» 
rance , to cloath thy ſelfe with repoſe and 
eale 2 Or was there any one day , wherein 
thou diddeſt pur off that rough coate, which 
ſoe wrought into the very rootes 6f thy 
{hart} as ro make thee ſay , My ſoule is heany, 
even to the death 2 O noe, thou wert farr from 


1} |relting , becauſe thou. vert farre from lea- 


uing to love, and this love made thee alwayes 


- Tell mee, ſince thou will haue mee to be 


garment , 'wherewith thou diddeſt foe cor- | 
dially , and ſoe continually , and ſoeaboun- 
dantly goe apparelled 2 Tell vs , O beloyed 
Teſs , ( euen by that ſweete Croſſe of thine) 
was there peraduenture , any one day , when 


Math. 
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4 andyetis ſoc ſoone withered. And ler worldly 


ſelfe , and not thee, ſhall dee thes arr extreame| 


'thar thou dycdſt for him, and he more delires| 


| And when they ſtript thee of thy cloathes} 

they cutt out, vpon the Croſſe , ( asif it-had bee- 
nevpon ſome table ) another garment for thee; |: 
and that ſo long a one , asto reach from thy} 
| vety head to thy feete; andthere was noe partf 1 
of thee , which was not dyed, with thy moſt} 


with thornes the face; loaden with buffetts; 
the bands peirced with to nayles , and thef. 
fecte with one; a bitter one tothee, but deare} 
[to vs; and all thereſt of thy body, embrodered | 
over with ſoe many ſtripes, as that it was noe 


caſye thing , to nunber them. 
Hee whoe beholding thee, ſhall loue bim- 


wrong. Hee whoe ſeeing thee, in ſuch a, plight; 
{hall fye fromthar; which may make hin like| 
to thee ,anq hee whoe hath but little defire to| 

ſuffer for thee, doth not know thee with per-| 
| fect loue. For hee whoe ſoc knowes thee, doth | 
, euen dye for loue of thee, when he conſiders! 


 diſhonour for thy ſake, then hee eſteemes ho-|| 


nour, & then all that, which the whole world; 
( which is both a deceiuer and- doth deceiut }| 
can give, Away with it , away, let itall hould| 
his peace, in compariſon of thy Croſſe, whatſo-| 
euer it be in this world , which floriſhes moſt; 


| people, becuen confounded with ſhame, fince 

th ou, foe much to thy colt, hat fought & ouer- 

come , by thy Croſſe. Yea and Jett them euc 
agus atk 
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alfoe be aſhamed , who are held for ſeruants of 
thine, and yet reioyce not in that'; which is 
contrary to the world ; notwithitaading that 
| thou wert foe reproached , and abandoned, 
Hand contradicted by this blinde world ; which 
neitherdothtnor yet can ſee that Truth, which 
| is Thy ſelfe. | 54 | 12860 
For my part, I am refolued to hould thee 
faſt , though all other things ke wanting:ts 
mee ( which yet in true account”, can neither 
deſerue the name of «ll things , nor indeede,; of 
a this , but of perfe& miſery and a meere 
wibing) rather then IT will remaine of any other 
colour, then thou art; thongh otherwiſe the 
world wherein live , might be allmine, For 
allthoſethiogs, which are not the thing,which 
thou thy ſelfe arr, are. rather afflition,and bur- 
| |den, then true happines, but' in thy being outs; 
| F}andour being thine, conſiſts our trye ioy , and 
fiches, for'thou alone,art all our tre good, 
I hadforgotten my ſelfe my deere brethren, | 
in that whereof T beganne'to ſpeake ; and'to 
beſeeeh , and admoniſh you, in the name of 
' {Chriſt our Lord;'that you be not troubled, nor 
'| \drought ro wonder, ( at a ftraunge thing, 
and not familiarly knowne by theſeruants-of 
God) at theſe'/perſecutions ,or rather the ſha- | 
dowes thereof , which are come ypon vs. :For 
| [this hath beene nothing bur a tryall, and exa- 
"J je of that leſſon, which we haue beene lear- | 
"$j*ivg continually , by the ſpace of five or fix | 
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{ in our Lord, andinthe ſtrength of his power, 


for the loue of Chriſt our lord, Behould wel 
 arenow, atthe yery gates. Let vs not betrow.|ſ. 
bled like children , whoe are not willing ty 
repeat their leſſon, But comfort your ſclues, 


who loues you , and whoe will defend you, 
And though he be but one , yet he can doe 
more ', then all the reſt , for hee is omnipe.|ſþ | 
tent. You neede not alſoe feare , that hell} 
wants knowledge, how to doe it; for he can 
be ignorant of nothing. And now conlider, 
| whether it be reaſon , that any man ſhoul( 
| be;|moued , whoe is tyed to Almightie God, 
| with thoſe three foe hard knotts., of an ink 
| nite power , an infinite wiſedome , and an inks 
| nite lope, | | 
Let not the menaces of them who threx| 
ten.you , breede. you any trouble. For I for 
my part , give youto vnderitand, that Lyal 
lew not all their threates , at the weight of 
one ſingle haire, For I am noe where, but 
in 'the hand of Chriſt our Lord ; and] 
 haue great compaſſion of their blindents, 
| For the ghoſpell of Chriſt our Lord, which I] ' 
haue preached in that towne , is hidden from 
their eyes', and S. Paule affirmed , that Wt 
God of this world , which is thedeuill , di 
blinde the ſoules of the Infidells ; to the end wat | 
glory of the ghoſpell , might nat sbine pon them.\f - 
But I defire much , and I cordially. begg lf | 
our Lord , that he will haue mercy.on them 


and rhat he will heape benedictions vpoIl 


—_— 


i BY 
w Y 4 

> 
vel I» 


Or re rr a ern 


TOP ERu: ©» ae Ta 7 © Teo FF... A 


S oo TT _ 


Lanark 


"OI 6-2 


IE ets 


_ 


 BYIST LE-S. - Ep-28. 


{them, in liew of the curſes which they calit | 
on mee ; and glory for thedithonour, which | 
they doe mee, or { to ſpeake more truely ) | 
for that which they defire ro doe mee. For |. 
asfor mee , I am fixed inthis, that there is noe | 
honour for a man ypon this earth , but'to:be |: 
| diſhonoured for Chriſt our Lord. EC} 
| Doe you alfoe, my deere freinds , aftes | 
the ſame manner ; and be Diſciples of:him,:|: 
whoe gaue 4 kiſſe of peace. , to that perſon, 
and called him freind ., who had {ould him;; 
to his enemyes. And vpon the Croſfe he ſaid, 
Pardon them \, Father , for they know not what 
they. dre. Conſider in all your: neighbours, 
how they are the, creatures of God; and that | 
God deſires their ſaluariony and then you will | 
take heede ; of wiſhing ill to that. man\, ro 
| whome God delires ſoe much good, Remem- | 
ber hoy: often..you haue heard: from my | 
mouth ; that wee muſt love our enemyes 3 and 
[that , with great repoſe of minde , and with- | 
out ſpeaking ill of any. Paſle ouer this fitt 
| of tyme; for our Lord will quickly bring on 
{another, . And bevery well awake, that you | 
may not goe backe to reuerſe any one iogt of 

that good , which you haue begunne ; for | 
this would be extreamely ill done, Bat 
ſettle this truth in your hartes ,, that he 
[whome you haue followed , is the lord of 
If | feanen , and earth , and of life , and death. 
if [And that in fine , though all the world 
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| value the fauours whichGod hath done to you,] 


ſhould ſay nay , his truch muſt preuatle, La- 
bour. youto follow that truth, and whileſt you 


are docing ſoc, doe not onely forbeare to feare 


men, but feare not deuills noe nor euen An- 
gells, if it were poſlible for them, to be againſt 
you... Be very carefull to be ſilent am6gſt men; 
bur be ſure that your hartes, ſpeake much in 
prayer, to. God , from whome all our goods 
tocoime.” And his pleaſure is, that we ſhould 
obtaine it ; and eſpecially by meditating vpon 
the ym/fion, of leſus Chrit our Lord, And if 
.you ſuffer any thing , by the tongues of euill 
men ( for, in fine, youſuffer nothing els ) take 
it in-diſchargeof-your {innes, and as a particu» 
larfauour of God, waoe will make yo! clea- 
ne, by the tongues of thoſe euill men , as it 


mightbe with ſome bruſh or rubber for thoſe 


' tongues will be fowle thereby ( fance they ytter 
fowlethings ) and your ſelfe will grow cleane 


by ſuffering, and you will beſurc of happines 


inthe other world. | bo 

But inthe meane tyme, I will not, by any 
meanes, that you eſteeme yourlſelues for bet-| 
ter, then them, whome thus you ſee togoe 
errour, Becauſe you know not how long yout 


| ſelues may continue indoeing well , nor they 


in doeing ill. But worke yenr falyation 1 {eare al 
in humility; and foe hope that your ſelues ſhall 
gett toheauen , as nor to iudge with all, chat 


your ncighbouris'nor to goe thither, Andfoe 


as that withall you touchnot vpon the imper- 
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ISI 


fetions of your neighbours. For you know 


warned, 

There is noe ſanctity aſſured, bur in the 
holy feare of God, wherein , I would haze you: 
even grow old, as the holy $ cripture ſaith, Soe to 

te vs to vnderſtand, that wee mult not one- 


ce, buteuen to the very end, This feare is noe 


1cadd, or irkſome kinde of thing, but full - of 


ſour and guſt ; and it takes away all lenity, 
and effuſion of hart ; and it makes a man not 
venterous,to approue his owne aCti6s as good; 

though perhapps in themſelues , they be well 
done, But he-leaues the iudgment , both of 
himſelſe , and of all the world , to Almighty 


[God, As S. Paule ſaid, [ wdge not -y ſelfe , bat he 


whoe tudoes mee, is our Lerd; This is hee, whome 
you muſt feare, if you will perſeuer , in doeing 
well; and if you will not haue your building 
fall, bur. and ſafe, till it may riſe and reachto 
the moſt high God. Bur now this muſt be done 
by love, which I beſcech our lord Ieſus Chriſt, 


to giue you., Amen. Pray for mee very cordial- 


|ly, as already I beleiue you doe, For I hope in 
God, that hee will heare you; and that he will |' 
giuemee to you, for your feruice, asin former | 


tymes, 


ly feare God , when firlt we come to his ſerui- | 


| 


|what happened betweene the Pharifee , and Luc. 18 | 
 Ithe Publicane, by which example we muſt be ; 
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A Letrer to 4 Lady who was growena| 
widow. Hecomforts ber in the death| 
of her husband, and animates ber th( 


carry her aff! /fions with patience. 


Haue deferred to write to you , out of R 
beleefe , that my letter would be of little 
power, towards the mitigating of that great: 


ſorrow, to which they ſajd, you were grawen| 
ſubieR. And-I thought I ſhould take a better | 
coprleto be vttering my ſelfe to our Lord Who| 
is the Lord of all comfort, and jo be recom-| 
mending you to him, then to be ſpeaking to 
you , by my.letters, But yet becauſe they haue| 
beene demaunded with ſoe great inſtance,] 
vhich ſerues to aſlure mee, how much they| 


are deſired , and becauſe our lord hath power 
| enough to doe what he liſts by the meanes 
even of dead letters , 1 would not faile to doe! 

as I was conmmennded.. and that to. which | 


was obliged, beſceching our lord thatby mez-[} 
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nes thereof he will be pleaſed to breede chat 
comfortin your bart which I deſi Ire, 
Our Lord hath ſoe diſpoſed, as to haue you] 


try what taſt thefe afflitions haue \ which are |: : 


gathered in this vale of tcares, and they not} 


of the gentler But rager ſort, Let his nao ; 
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| [be-blefled , his iudgments adored , and his 
' [will obeyed , ſince that which the creature | 
owes to his Creatour , is all reverence and | 


ſubietion , not onely in thoſe things which 
Jare delightfull , but in thoſe orhers aloe, 
which are molt painefull, Now to make 


{tryall of this obedience, God iis wontto teach 


vs, in that which lyes next our harts.. To the 
end that wee may vnderſtaMl, that for ſoe great 
ja lord, we muſt be content both to doe, and 
ſuffer great things. | | 


Abjabam carryed exceſſiue 'Joue to his 


[ſonne Iſaack,, and God was pleaſed to rryſhim 


jinthat. A'great loue it' was 'which Iob car- 
ryed to his ſeauen ſonnes, and yet God tooke 
themall away, in ofie day. And afterthis man- 
ner, is he wont to proceede with ſuch as be 
loues. For by this meanes both they are made 
capable, of teſtifying their loue to him, and by 
the ſame hee takes occafion , todoethem great 
fauours. 1 know well , that flesh and blood 
| have noe yndenſtanding of this language, and 


{that they onely imploy themſelues, vpon fee- 
{ling the greife and lofle , which they ſul- 
{ |taine , without caring for other things. Bur | 


if God be in vs, we muſt reſtraine our ſence, - 
and make it obedient to reaſon g and to 


|the will of our Lord. And: though. it| 
[{ {trouble vs much , yer muſt we not ler, this 
4 |fcſh of 'ours oucrcome , but, remembring 
+|the anguiſh of our. Lord , which made him | 
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& |ſwcate dropps of bloud-, and ſay . Father, not | 
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M aith | 


Eſay, 
J3e 


| ſame, if we meane to. be knowne for bis di: 


| not paſſe , bythat lawe, by which their Lord 


| content to endure that, which . the natural 


{palle: all our ues, without drinking once of| 


which wee ought to haue,, if heere wee ſhould! 
lert him ſuffer alone, and yet pretend to  raigne, | 
with him in heauen > 


| my ll; but thy will be done, we are to ſay the 


ciples; : fince he will know none for his vaſlall 
onearth , nor for his companion in heauen, 
but the man who carryes the croſſe ypon hi|| 
backe, and whoe will follow him as the ſhee. 
pe his ſheapheard , though it ſhould coſt him 
his life. 

Tell mee of what wee Can juſtly com 
plaine in our afflictions, ſince by them our ſin» 
res grow £0 be diſchar oed, and our ſelues made | 
to reflemble the fone of God 2 For what 4 
bould irreuertce ſhould it be, thatſlaues would 


did paſle, and that adopted ſonnes ſhould not be 


\ſonne endured; who was —__ beloued by God 
the Father , then his firſt begotten ſonne 2and 
whoe was moreloaden with variety of paines 
'then hee? Hee w.u the man of eveife , and be who: 
knew by experience, what belonged to affliGtion. And 
if you be able ro count the dropps of theiſea,| 
you may alſoe perhaps count his ſorrowes,| 
Will it then ſeemereaſon to you, that the ſors} 
ne of God, being ſocin anguiſh, and all woun-| | 
ded with oreife, cuen to thedeath, wee ſhould 


vinager and gall: What is become of that ſhame,| 


Let all creatures be atlaſ} ynbeguiled 3 ll | 


[Which laſts indeede, and will make our felicity 


pee" "EPIST LES. TRE 


kinsdome by tr:balations , we alſoe muſt enter in 


leſus Chrilt and hee crucified ; & whoeſocuer ſeekes 


looking towards reaſon, bur paſlion. And the- 
refore doe they lament when they ought to 


when they haue more cauſe to mourne, What 
is all this preſent proſperity , but aſmoake, 
which by little and little will bediſperſed , in 
ſuch ſort as that wee ſhall ſee nothing of it? And. 
what are all the yeares of our life, but a ſhort 
leepe, out of which when wee awake, wee 
finde our ſelues but to haue beene abuſed. And 
vypoh any little trouble, which arriues, we are 
drawne to forgett our former pleaſures ; yea 
and it giues ys, a Kiride of paine to haue en- 
loyed them. | : 

If then, wee finde ſor great in conſtancy 
In this why doe wee notſcekethar other> And 
lince. wee ſee eyery day, that this is flipping 
oat of our hands; why doe wee not ſezkethat 


know , that if the king of heauen did enter into his | 
by the ſame way, There is noe other way bur* 


any other, will not finde it, and whoſoeuer wal- 
| kes by any other, will looſe himſelfe, and hee 
| will ſee , that though it may bea kind of vn- | 
| Guoury thing , toſutfer inthis life, it is worſe 
|toſufferin the next, O blindenes of theſonnes 
of Adam , whoe take noe care of the future, 
|ſoe that the preſent may paſletotheir conten- 
[tement, Not valewing that which brings in 
trueprofittz but that which giues vs guſt. Nor | 


thinke themſelues happy , and they reioyce | 
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{ takes pleaſurein your paine, but becauſehe is 


| you, inthis widowhood; and in imany things 
you will finde the want of him, who was wont 


| res. Onely he will put this touch of worme- 


« 


.may haue your leaning place vpon him alone, 


ſomewhar heere, which might content vs, let 
now the gall oftribulation C applyed to our 


eyes and giue vs light to ſee,that,in this world, [| 


wee are truly miſerable, and that we are not in 


our owne Country , butin a very painefull bz-} 


niſhment; andſoe rayſing firſt our hartes to heauen, 
let our conuerſation be alſoe there. | | 
This is the end why our Lord hath puniſhed 


you, that you may make more , and more ac- 


count of him, the more you ſee your ſelfe,in| 


want, otherwiſe doe not conceine that God 
mercifull he hath a tender feeling: of your tex- 


wood into your cupp , that ſoe having diſchar- 
goed your hart, of all humaine comfort , you 


God hath taken one comfort from you, but it 
is to giue you another , for ſoc he is wont to 
doe. He hath made you a widow , butit 
that he may make himſelfe your Father, ſince, 
Father of the forſaken , is his name, Many af- 
flitions will nor faile to offer themſelues to 


to remedy you in them. And in many of 


your freinds , you ſhall finde little helpe , and] 
little fidelity and lefle gratitude ; bur in all] 


__ Ep. 22, | 
| eternall > If hitherto wee haue beene in blinde- 


nes,let vs now at length open our eyes, Andif 
proſperitie did once tell vs , that there was 


theſe things , God will haue you make 6] 
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courſe to him , and conferre with him, about 
the troubles 'you' ſhall be in , and that; as 
with a true Father, you caſe your hart\, with 
him, And if with that hart you call ypon 
him , and truſt your ſelfe'in his bands infal- 


| Hibly you ſhall meete with a ſure refuge ,-in- 


all your difficulties , and a perfe& guide in 
all your wayes, And in any tymes without 
your knowing by whoſe meanes , or how 
it comes to paſle , you ſhall fnde your bu{i- 


[nes done , to your hand , much better then 


you could haue imagined ; and youſhall rhen 


\nderſtand by experience , how great a freind 


[God js, to the afflited ; and how truely he 


dwells with them , and makes himfſelfe a ſoli-- 
citour of their cauſes. - 

.. And it at any tyme , he doe not giue 
you that , which you delire ; it will be to 
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(five you that, which ſhall be fitr, For fo 
doth this celeſtiall philitian proceede', with 
item, who. goe to him for their recovery; 
!and whoe haue a greater delire ,. to be cu- 
rd, then that their taſte be pleaſed. Depart 
not you , from his hands, and cure, though 
itthould pur you to: much paine, Delire him 
{not to doe what you will, but what he will. 


'trares : for that our Lord may be pleaſed ro Par- 


For what doth that ſuperfluous paine 


Let your weapons, be your prayers, and your 
teares, and they, not loſt teares, for that which 
our Lord hath taken from you, , bur liuing 


don him and-to ſaue you. © : 


| 
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Heſter, 


-him, and to prepare your ſelfe for that pa 


ſerue which they tell mee you giue your ſelfe; 
but onely, for the adding of finne , to paine, 
But now you know , that as wee haueno liber: 
[ty to laugh, idely or vainely , foe neither have 
we any to weepe ſuperfluouſly. But both inthe 
one, and in the other, we mult be obedient to 


youare aſinner, andthen you are to be clet- 
ſed by this affliction ; or els you are a tuſt per. 
ſon, and then'you muſt bee tryed , thar you 
may be crowned, Whether it be the oneor the: 
other, you-mult giue — to our lord , with 
your whole hart , and reſolue to loue the end: 


it ſelfe be vopleaſing. This we are taught by] 
holy Scripture, which relates how He#ter kiſſed 
the end of Aſſnerus rod, { 
Let not your tyme paſle away , in glutting 
your eyes with teares; bur for the loue of our 
Lord, apply your ſelfe ro ſend your hart yo 

age, 
whereby you ſee others march before. It | 
enough, Lady, it is enough, that you haue a- 
"+ made ſoe large a fealt to fleſh and blood-| 
Dry your eyes at laſt, and let not that tyme 
paſſe in bewayling death, which was graubited 
you forthe gayning of life. | | 1 
. Call to minde, that our Lord droue them} 


out of the howſe, who lamented thedeathol] 
'a yong maide; and he ſaid that she was not deal 
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Ep. 24.1 


the holy will of our Lord, Why doe you coms|| 
plaine? why, I ſay, doe you complaine 2 Either] 


and reaſon of this. correction, though the thing] 


AC. a rt 


butthat he ſlept. For indeede amongſt Chriltinzly” 
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to dye is burto fall aſlcepe, till thatday come, 
when we ſhall awake againe, to take our |bo- 
dyes , and ſo to raigne with Chriſt our Lord, 
bothin body, ahd ſoule. And conlider,that hee 
for whome you weepe, is not dead but ſleepes;and 
that, in a ſleepe of peace, fince he both liued 


[end dyed a good Chriſtian, | 
Why ſhould it trouble you ſoe much , that |. 


[our lord would draw the man whome you | 


loued, out of this place, which is ſoe miſcra- 


uation> And if he haue left ſome troubles to 
you, take them yp with a good will , ſoe that 
be may goc onto his repoſe, And if his abſence 


[afflid& you much, yet be comforted with this, 


that ſhortly you ſhall ſee him-againe; fince.our 
dayes in this lifeare ſoe yery fewe; and one of 
vs hath ſoelittle aduantage ouer the other, in 


{dying a little ſooner, or later, You*ſhall doe 
[alſoe vgll ro conceiue , that our Lord tooke | 
| dimaway , becauſe hee was well prepared, and 
[that he hath leſt you heere, to the end that you 
| may well prepare your ſelfe. And finceyouſer- : 
|ued our Lord with alacrity , in the ſtate of ma- 
|trimony,ferue him now inthe ſtate of widowg 
| hood, and in the trouble of that ſtate, with p®: 
|tience, That ſoe,if then you gayned thirty, fold, 
TF |J0u may now gaine ſixty. And ſoe you ſhall 
I} | {eadea life, if not of guſt, yet, at the leaſt of 
ny | geatprofitr, towards the purging of yourtin- | 
bf | 2es; towards the imitation of the Crucifixe ; 


ble, and would carry him-intothe way of fal- | 


- 
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| how much ſoeuer it coſt; it can neuer bedeete, 
[And fince youareone day to polleſle it, youatt 
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.But for > obteyning of all this , you ttiuſt 
demaund grace of our Lord,with prayers, with 
teares , with yſing toread deuout bookes, and 
with receiuing the celeſtiall bread of the moſt 
Bleſſed Sacrament. Andſoe lift vpp your deieRte( 
hart, and walke roundly on. Forbefore youtah 
gett to heauen, you will haue a longe way to! 


For the Iewell which you expect,is of ſoe incfti- 
mable a valew ('it being God himſelfe') that 


now toreioyce inthe hope thereof. And com- 


whichT haze. Let Ieſus Chriſt our Lord,accoms' 
pliſh all this in you, asI deſire, and begg of him 
Amen. | oa 6 


Ll 
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make, And if you be to enter there, this will} 
not bethe laſt aflition,; which you thall haue,| 


ly 


| plaine not of your afflictions , but ſay , cereal 
izs the good for which T hope , that | feele nor the miſe! 
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A letter of the Authonr to 4 virgin whoe was diSþo= 
ſing. her ſelfe to leaue the world; and to conſecrate 
herſelfe to God: be animates ber in that purpoſe ; 
and shewes the great bleſſings which .shee would | 
finde, both in life, and death ,: by the eſpouſalls 
which shee meant to make with Chriſt our Lord. 


N Euour ſcruant of Ieſus Chriſt, The con- 
LY tenrment which my ſoule rooke in vn- 
derſtanding of the new purpoſe you were. gro- : 
wen to haue, of taking the king of heauen for] | 
your ſpouſe ( yow. who. might ſoe well haue _- 
[matched yourſelfe heereon earth ) was ſo very \ 

creat that I know not with ,what words-to 
expreſle it, And though whenit was tould mee; 
It were new; to. mee , as not hauing ynder-= 
ſtood thereof before; yetneither was it wholly 
new; for already I had in a manner eyed you 
out, forthatlord, who createdyou, and I had 
|degged of him as a particular fauour , that he 
would beſtow. you ypon. mee,, for himſelfe, | | 
Bleſſed be his holy name for euer, who hath] | 
120ow done it ſoe very completely, as I knew | 
not, foe much ashow to wiſh, But that ioy. 
which your ſoule founde before in ſeeing it | 
ſelf foe diti atriqued from all the baſcnes of this | 
earth, and finding, it ſelfe already to haue re- 
| |<cined char, pledge, and pawne of loue from | 
| [tar heauenly king ; what was it els , but ' | 
<4 | —— | 
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a cleare {igne, thatj this mutarion which youf 
haue-made, proceeded not from any incoitans: 

[cy of your humour , but from the worke -of | 

God, who hath convyeighed his hand into your| 

hart, and therein hath produced that delire of þ 

{| heauen , which now you haue. And he alſo] 

gaue you that great ioy , as ateſtimony , and} 

earneſt penny of thoſe many and grear , and| 
pure ioyes , which if-you proue taithfull to| 
him , he reſolues to giue you in heauen ; the] 
leaſt whereof, is incoparably more to beeftte: | 
| med thena husband of this world, and chik 
| dren, and eſtate, and whatſoeuerels the whole] 
earth can giue, 'O if you- had bur tryed , how 
| {weete God is, to that ſoule, which turnes hes} 
backe to the world , to place her eyes vpon her| 
| Creatour. O if you did but know., what that| 
ſweetenes is , of the celeſtiall ſpouſe, rowards| 
the comforting of thoſe. ſoules , who caſt all| 
tranſitory delight away , and like chaſt turtles} 
refuſe to take comfort yponearth ; but ſend'yp} 
fighes for loue of their-Lord, who is in heauenj| 

& who are like the doue which returnes home} 

[to the. hand of the owner , as cleane as ſhee}' 

went forth, without touching atry dead bodyy| 

ve much as with-her feete. _—_ 
What is thereſoe flouriſhing in this world; 
which is any better'then adead, and ſtincking} 
carkafſe? And for what then doth it ſerue vs,toÞ 
ioyne our {clues to that which will infe&t vs, 

! and which may leaue vs thirtie thouſand eymes| 

' more diſguſted with the bitternes which fok ; nl 
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lowes, then with the pleaſure. which it yeilded, 
1] [for the preſent, You muſt render Chriſt, our: 
1 [Lord many thankes , whoe hath giuen, you 
1] | light, whereby you know how to. diſtinguith 
| | |hetweene that, the pretious-; and the baſe, 
| | | betweene eternall and temporall, betweeneatz 
| | immortall God, and a mortall, man; And for: 
| | | bauing giuen you grace, to make ſoc happy an, 
| | [clection., as whereby God is accepted, and map 
| | |deſpiſed ; and inthat for the loue of that, hea- 
venly bedd of ſtate, the care of any earthly bedd 
Is throwne aſide , hoy rich ſoeuer-it might 
haue beene. Be therefore faithfull.to him, whoe 
takes you for his ſpouſe, and who will beſure 
| [tobe ſo faithfull ro you, as go-make you finde 
byexperience, that hee is not inieſt, when he 
|| calls himſelfethe pure Spouſe of pure Virgins; for 
£| you thall inde the aſſembly ofall blide in him. 
{Nor can it proue like the marriages which are 
{made betweene fleſh and bloud ; wherein 
{| vſually the little contentment, which is hadact | 
is followed by the bitternes of repetance, 
$/Sut this worke of ours giues not onely con- | 
F/fratment ar the firſt, but the more you conuer- 
flewith this Lord , the better you ſhall know 
lim, and the better you know him, the more 
14/700 will love him, For he is nothike men,who, | 
| {hen they are more frequented let vs calily ſee 
j thatthey haue more fauits; and/he who was: a 
s4/P9d busband ypon the marriage day. , within 
s| Pjeareproues ſuch, as that there is noe liuing 
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i norhing which may diſguſt you , and as little 
in that Bleſſed mother of his, who is the mother 
inlawe, toallthe ſpouſes of her ſonne: © bleſ.] 
ſed houre wherein that . good purpoſe wa 
ſowed inyour hart, and much more: bleſlal, 
* | will that other bee, when you ſhall finde.you 
ſelfeſo viſited: by your fpouſe, as to make you 
ſay,O my Lord,and when could I deſerne theſe 
fauours of thee, that I ſhould fnde this hidden 
rreafure , forthe purchaſe whereof, to paythe 
price of a thowſand lives, were to buy it ye 
eneapet- 5-725: 

© O- how happyand proſperous is this mar- 


4 
9... 


to heauenand earth. God the Father is ples 
ſes to ſee, that there be ſoules onearth,, whot 
| foue his onely:begotten-ſonne ſoe well, as tha 
| fox his loue; they leaue the loues of fleſh allſ 
| blood, nst:onely thoſe , which are forbidda}j 


is... Os. ts Lt 


riage to be, and of how exceſliue ioy , botllf 


by his lawe, but euen thoſeof marriage which ' 
lare lawfull. For it is a fiene of oreater lows | 
when for his ſake, we "xr, eoden that whichwel . 
might lawfully vſe. The ſonne is heto whome| 

[the ſouleis eſpouſed; and for this hee dyed,tha| 


him at leaſt with fpirituall purity; and other} 
whoe might:doe it nor onely ſpiritually , ul 

cuen with the body alſoe yntouehed. Thebohfj - 
Ghoſt is moſt pure, and farre eſtraunged fron | 
fleſh, and when he findes a ſoulewhich rev 
lutely deſpiſes carnall delights , there doh” 


. 


| he mioht haue ſome ſoules which would low | 


| 


lodge his.eyes 3 and fills them with ſpit us 
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|foule be empty , which ſhall refuſe to feede 


aduocare of virgins , and ſhee highly reioyces 


pages to giue attendance at this marriage , for 
the Angells are ſeruants to the king of heauen; 
and ready for all that , which the ſpouſe ſhall 


neede, Neither yer 1s there want of children 


[which the world is wont to defire ſoe much; 
[and they come without throwes of trauaile, | 
and without paine in bringing vp;and without | 
|thatgreife which growes , when either they | 


flive not well, or dye too ſoone, 


{when for the loue of Chriſt our Lord ,hecon- 
ceiues a good purpoſe , to giue analmes , or 
ſome ſuch other thing; and when afterward he 
[ſhall put it in execution, what pleaſure will he 


ll take by the birth thereof 2 Theſe children giue 


both eaſe, and honour to their mother. This 


| [Spouſe hath noe-neede of a dowry , for the 
00} - [children which ſhee brings, will bring it; and 


that ſoe richly, as wherewith ſhe may gaine, 


[ypon carnall foode, Our Blefled Lady is the} 
mother of the fpoule , and they are yery like | 
| {one another, for ſhee alſoc: is all amiable, } 
benigne , a beginner ,. aprotectour, andan} 


that ghere is virginity ypon earth, for that is| 
{the lower which ſhe planted, There want not | 


: | 
The children of this marriage are good | 
| |[workes, which be rightly called a man's or 
[woman's fruite, What comfort will he feele, 


| | 


| 
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comforts , and will neuer permitt thar the 


= mother line in ſoe perfect caſe, that I 
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oiue you my word , that when you compoſe[[ 
your ſelfe to: fleepe at night , you ſhall finde 
our ſelfe in greater peace, andreſt, then if you 
were Myſtres of the whole earth , and whar. 
ſocuer can be deſired therein. | 

|  Andtellmenow what can be thought of 
in thisworld , which may arriue or euen ap- 
proach to the leaſt of theſe aduantages ? For if 
there be any little paltry pleaſure hecre, euery 
hower of ſuch pleaſure carryes with it the 
 counterpoyle of more then a hundred howers| | 
of greife and paine, And if heere there be any] 
| pleaſure withoutpaine, it will at laſt have an| 
| end, andeither the ſpouſe will dye before her|| | 
fellow ſpouſe , or els he before her , and foe all|] | 
 proues paine, And bclides the death of chil- 
dren , it is a greife to a mother to part from 
them, euen vpon other occations, inſuch ſort, 
as that they enioy not one another, 

But reioyce you O virgin in Chriſt out 
Lord, For your ſpouſe. ſhall neuer dye, And]} | 
when you dye you will be hemmed in by your 
.children, which are thoſe good workes that 
you hauc wrought ; and they will not put you}! 
to paine by your leauing them, for they goe[ 
with you, into the other world ; and they ac 
company you euen to the yery throne of God, | 
and they will plentifully repay all the labour} F 
and charge, which you haue beene at with|F 
them, and the mother ſhall be made happy for]Þ 
the loue of the children, . More ouer death] 
makes noe diuorce in this caſe, bur rather puts|'Þ | 
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| life and death. And noe deuill ſhall preſume to | 


| L.* | . 
| kigh a reward, that by way of recompence it 


{| | ſuffer, yea and all thoſe afflitions which all 
F {the men of the whole world did euer ſuffer, 
F |'2 tyme paſt , or can cuer ſuffer, in tyme to 
| | come, 

| There ſhall you poſſeſſe all good , and! 
| | there ſhall you haue obrayned all that , for! 
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And he ſhall deliuer vs, for heis the Lord of 


ſteale her away, whome God hath taken vn- 


|der the protc&tion of his fauour ; and hath ho- | 
nourced with the name of his ſpouſe. Then | 


will the Angells come and ſerue, and preſent 
| her before Almighty God, ſinging prayſes to 
him, and powring forth benedictios vpon her, ' 
[and ſaying to her after this manner. Come 0 
| ſpouſe of Chriſt , receine that crowne which 3s pre 
pared for thee by our Lord. The virgin mother 
will not then abſent herſelfe, being accompa- 
nyed with a world of other virgins , who haue 
done in this werld that which you aredoeing 
now, and are farre from repenting themſelues 
thereof, In fine you ſhall goe out of this world, 
|incompany-of your Peeres, where our Lord 
| hath already prepared that celeſtiall bedd of 
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| and rich, and royally prouided for, in the houſe ! 
|and preſence of our Lord God , contempla- 
ting that infinite beauty of his, from one mo- 
ment to another , one hower whereof is ſo 


farre exceedes the proportion of what you 


| ſtate for yow, that you may eternally be full, | | 
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the ſpouſe , and her feilow ſpouſe together, , 
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which you were created , and you ſhall bee 
ſoe very full of God, as that ir cannot beex- 
prefled nor ſoe much as thought. For there 
ihall you finde the'whole boſome of your ſou- 
le, euen to regorge with ioy, like one whoe 
were ingulfed into a whole ſea of vnſpeakes- 
ble ſweetenes, , whereby he were enuironed on| 
all ſides. Then ſhall you ſee, and exclayme, and 
enioy, and polleſſe the Lord 'of all things, and' 
ſay , whome I haut loued I haue obreyned ; and 
whome I haue ſcughi I bane found ; and hee for 
whome I left the world is growen my pay, and mp. 
reward , and him will I praiſe , and lone , through, 
the eternitic of, all eternityes. Amen, | 
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|. loue of God. 


| rituall bleſſings which it may concerne him to 
[haue, The holy Scripture ſaith , The begining of 


| aflicts himſelfe when be is contemned but the! 
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. | 
A Letter written to a deuout perſon 
wheretr is treated of Humility and 


| Pride, and of the perfettion of the 


'$ OD. giue you Sira good Lent, and that | 
ſoc you may exteriourly take aſhes, in the 
begining of this holy tyme, that the vertue of 
holy bamility, which is fignifyed thereby , may 
eucr haue areſting place in your ſoule. For to 
 whome our Lord giues true Knowledge , and | 
preife for what he was, at that tyme when he 
went eſtraunged from God , him hath he deli- 
uered from the daungerous blindenes of pride, 


and him doth he make capable of all thoſe ſpi- 


all miſcheife is pride , and be whoe is poſſeſſed by it, 
hall be poſſeſſed by all manner of malediftions, that | 
is, of vices, For as kings are not wontto goe a-. 
lone, ſoe is Pride accompanyed with many {in- 
nes. And ſoe alſoe on the orher fide , bumilety | 
is neuer alone, ſince according to Saint. James, 
God grues' his grace to ſuch as are bumble, which 
Grace is the Mother of all vertue. 9115; 

The proud'mian ſcekes after honour., and 
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| he eſteemes hell it ſelfe , to be a puniſhment 


| ming them for his betters, in his very hart; To| 
the proud man it ſcemes an voſupportable 


| ſubmitrs and diminiſhes himſelfe , and ſoeis| 
| enabled togoc in, bythe ſtraite oate of doeing 
| the will of others, whether itbe of cheCreatour 


perſon who is humble, is out of countenance: | 
when heeis well reared, and is glad when hel 


is deſpiſed , becauſe he findes thar Tuſtice | is 
done thereby, which Iuſtice he loucs, asa per- 
ſon whoe is truly Iuſt. The proud man is euer' 
in want.of ſomewhat, becauſe how much ſoe- | 
uer\he haue either of his owne; or by the ouift. 
of others , he ſtill conceiues himſelſe to be 
warthy of more; but the hoble man is alwayes 
in aboundance, yea*and in ſuperfluity , for he 
acknowledges bimſelfe to be vaworthy , enen 
of the very earth whereof he treades, yea, and 


which comes ſhort of is ſinnes. The proud 
mah cannot endure nor live with any body, 
noe nor euen with himſelfe, inpeace, But the 
humble man 'can liue wich: all the world , for 
he abaſes himſelfe to all, he endures all, oliads 


thing to obey the will of others, whether itbe 
of God or man; but the man who 4 is humble 


or of the crearures. 


Great are the bleſſi: ings which comes to vs! 


in theſe aſhes of humility, and men mult take 
heede, that they be not found withour it; vh- 
lefle they meane to be withoir God, For: $i 


Aungnſtine ſaith, How high arttþba O Lord und M nl 


"the bumble of Hart are the bevſe wherein thou clin 
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[1v dwel 1 And the holy Scripture ſairh. Vpon 


| whome will 1 looke 2 or vpon whome 5hall my ſpirit 


by ed 
[> AS. 4, 


,/ rf , but vpon the perſon who feares , and trembles at 


the voice of my wordes 2 This humility , which 


| makesa man thinke baſely of himſelfe,is farrc 


——-— 


from being abaſe thing, nor is it a fruite which 
growes onearth, but in heauenir is, and God 
impartes it to ſuch as digg deepely in their 
owne-dunge, raking vp and ruminating vpon 
their faultes and frailties, with great diligence: 


for amonglt thoſe pouerties and miſcries is this; 


pretious Iewell wont to bee founde. And 


| through our {innes, we haue foe much matter | 


to worke ypon , by way of examining, and. 
bewayling the ſame, that,, vnleſle it be fome 


| man who will abſent his eyes from looking 


ypon himſelfe, there is none, who may not be. 


|ſureto finde cauſe, and cauſe enough, notonely 


tobe humbled, but cuen confounded. 

Woe beto vs! if we be found to be of them, - 
of whome God ſaith , Thow art become as the face. 
of 8 prumpet , nor wouldſi theu blush. For what 
thing is there more deformed then the impua 
dent boldnes of ſuch a perſon, as bath ſo mach 
reaſon to be full of ſhame? And who is he thar 
dares once caſt vp his eyes to'God or his crea- 


| ures, if he conlider well, how he hath offen- 


ded him, & made himſclfe veworthy of them? 
whois there amoneſt vs , who failes notin-the. 


| perfect loue which he owes to God ? lince wee 


| 
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| the ſtrength which wee employ vpon complying 
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which is.ftt; and enterteyning thoſe conſiders 


tions, thoſe thoughts, and purpoſes, by meanes| 
whereof, we might doe him more faithfulliſer-| 
uice2 who is he who loues him with his whole] 


hart, not giuing any parte thereof to others, yea 
or to himſelfe , but onely in God and for God: 
and who renonncing all proper intereſt , hath, 
proceeded toloue God, for God himſelfe? And: 
he who shaſl conlder, how little he hath mor- 
tified his paſhons , and what a ſtiffe warre he 
makes againſt the kingdome of the loue of God, 
will eafly diſcerne that he loues not God with 
all hisſoule? And our Lord commaunding ys 
alſoe to loue him with all our ſtrength, we are. 


yet content to doe it, with ſuch a deale of tept| 


dicy, as wee mzy well deſire him to pardon. For, 


wich the loue of our felues , and appetites being 


ſoe aliue in vs , makes vs mightily faile inthe] 


diligence which we owe to the feruice of God, 
and to the feruour of our loueof him.'S, Augu- 


ſme ſaith, that the encreaſe of Chariticin vs,is| 
{ghe decreaſe of our owne appetitesand dehires, 


and then will our charity be perfect, when there 
Shall be noe ſuch defires in vs at all. Now by the 
name of (uch deſires, -he vnderſtands that inor- 


dinateſelfe lone which eucry one beares to him 


ſelfe. And becauſe amongſt all them who del- 
c&d of Adam, there is noe one, (excepting onely: 


leſws Chriſt our Lotd, and his moſt ſacred Me| 
ther ) who hath not found in himſelfe , ſome] 


| 


[ 


exceſle of this ſcife loue; therefore is therenone] | | 
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F lof chem, who hath not fayled ſomewhat of per- 
[f tion in the laue of God. For when the loue of 
| [my ſelfe is wholly aljue in mee, the loue of God 
is dead ; and then is a man in ſtate of Mortall 
linne. And whentheloue of God liues and rai- 
ones in mee (| ip vertue of which loue I fully 
purpoſe not ro 6ftend God mortally )then am1 
in ſtate of grace, though I may faile ſomewhat, 
of thar perteR loue of God, becauſe ſtillI com- | 
ply in lomewhat with the loue either of my ſelfe 
or of creatures. And from this want of diuine 
loue, doth grow our faultines in our other wor- 
kes, becaule that is the life of them. From hence 
aloe proceede the faultes we make in the, loue | 
of our neighbours, by our not hauing compaſ- 
hon of their miſeryes; nor taking ioy in their 
bleſſings, as concerning perſons who are very 
traightly ioyned to God, and adopted in the 
Sacrament of Baptiſme for his children, And we 
alſoe faile in Qur workes towards them, becauſe 
wefailein oyrloue to him who ſaid, That which 
you baue done ts any of my little ones , you haue done 
{6 mee. 
Now from the defe@ of theſe two Loues, of 
[God, and of our neighbour (which are the roo- 
[tes of our good workes ) many other imperfec- 
tions grow into thoſe very workes which we 
de, though ſometymes ſuch workes themſel- 
| ues, 2re not ſirines , nay being performed in the 
ſtate of grace , they are meritorious of eternall/ 
|life; Bur of ſuch-as theſe ; if we meane co liue in 
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| [the way of humility andtruth | weeare to giue 
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the glory to God , and to yeild him humble} 
| thankes, who holpe vs to embrace that which 
was good with our free will, and ordeynet 
that it ſhould be meritorious , by that Graaf 


Now wee mult not, vpon this reaſon, for.lff 
beare to ſifte out thoſe faultes with care, which 
{ we comitt to theſe ations of ours ; but it is 
much more ſecure practiſe, to conſider yer 
particularly, rhat which is faulty in vs, then 
that which may goe fora point of yertue, And| 
be well aflured , that how much ſocuer you 
ſhall confider,and ſifce, yet ſtillthere will mich 
lye hidden from you, in regard whereof you 
| ſhall haue reaſon enough to ſay , with deepe 
ſighing to our Lord, © clenſe me from my bidde 
funes. | | 
Hence comes it ; that wee loue not out 
neighbours, inſuch'ſorte, as God would have 
vs, or at leaſt,not ſo much as hee would haut 
vs. Hence comes it , that wee tollerate not 
their imperfeQions, nor fly from gining them 
diſguſts. And in fine from hence groy all thoſe 
other faultes which defile our ſoules like filth, 
which is euerdropping as from a ſore, Ourſin- 
nes are greater then any thought of 'man 
able to vnderftand , and onely he who created) 
out hart and cleerely'penetrates to the bottom 
of it, is able'to comprehend what our frailty| 
|-is. And many 'tymesdoth that diſcouer it ſelte}} 


which through his mercy, he beſtowed vp6w|l | 
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co be filthy before his iudgment, which ſcemes] 
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re all our workes , how good ſocuer they may 


44 [ſeemeto vs, and we mult not take pleaſure in 
al Jour {clues by reaſon of them, nor delight our 
«| {{clues therein, cuen in the moſt ſecret part of 
| four hartes. For he onely is plealing to God, | 
who is diſpleaſing to-himſelfe ; he onely is Tuſt | 


inthe ſight of God whoe knowes that grace 
and Iuſtice proceedes from the mercy of God. 


]There is nota thing, from which God is more 


averted, then a hart which carryes liking to it 


empty, into which he may powre the riches of 
[dis mercy, and ſoe ſuch a hart remaines with 
the naturall pouerty, wherewith, and wherein 
It ſhall ill cortinue, becauſe it would not abaſe 
andempty it ſclfe, that ſoe the waters of Grace 
might runnc into it, and ſoe it might Iſue con- 


ſtented in God, and might bring forth fruite, as 


agarden wouid doe, wherein there were abun- 


{dance of water. 


All our good comes from God; & he whoe 
deleives that of himſelf he is able cuento moue 
his tongue towards the ſaying ſoe much as 
Lord Teſus , that perſon makes himſelfe God 


{lince he attributes that to himſelfe which 


onely belongs to God. And God giues himſelfe 
toys ypon condition that we muſt acknows- 
kdye this truth : That in him, & of him,comes 


[| [allour good, and not fromour ſelues. And the 


More good we haue , the greater debrters of his 
wee are, an ſoe much more we hane, whe- 


ſelfe.. For God in ſuch a one fihdes noe veſlell | 
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to greater fauours by greater ſeruices , and to 
greater benefits by greater acknowledgments, 


tes nothing to himſelfe , bur Net berng and fm 
ning, For if wee temoue all that which God: 
gaue ys when he created vs, and which euery: 
day he conſerues in vs ; wee ſhall not finde 
any being in ys, but onely a nothing, and that 
to nothing we ſhould returne , as of nothing 
we are made. And taking alſoe away the fx 
uour of -God / which through leſus Chriſ-is 
communicated ys , what ſhould become, of 


[the greateſt Saint on earth , but that which 


became of Peerer , when he denyecd his Lord; 
and of Pauie who perſecuted him , that had 
redeemed him ; and that which euery one 
 findes by experience , that himſelfe was, be- 
fore our Lord carryed his hand ouer him , ta 
king from him his old'hart , and giuing him? 
new one in place thereof, 6 
Tuſtification is nothing elſe , but a re 
ſurrection of the ſoule which was dead 
finne,, and now lives by the ſpirit of that 
life , which God infuſed into it ; by tht 


body ſhould bee both . madd and fooliſh; 


which would attribute life and motion tot 


ir , and giues it life ; ſoe is that ſoule deady 
blinde , which eſteemes that the life of good 


reof to accuſe our ſelues, as not correſponding| 


He who is taught by the diuine truth, attribuz| 
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dearh of his blefled ſonne. And as that} 


ſelfe, and not to the ſoule which dwells i] 


workes , which ſhe findes her ſeife to havell. 
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Joth proceede from' her ſelfe , and not from 


the ſpirit of that life, which was infuſed into 


Ther by Almighty God, And fometymes God 


punithes ſuch ſoules as theſe, by taking away 
that which formerly hee had' giuen them , to 
the end, that obſeruing that they can neither 


that which formerly they did , it may be plaine 


|to them that it was ſome other , who impar- 


ted that life which was in them; and thatthey 
did but receiue it ; & that the ſoule is noe other 
thing without the grace of Teſ#s Chriſt , then the 
And therefore my freind, be ſure that thou 
ſcenoe other thing in thy ſelfe, but faultes, and 
know that thou. haſt nothing clſe of thine 
owne, If our Lord diſcomfors thee , conſider 
how weake and poore thou groweſt, and with 
{how little conformity thou 'receiueſt that, 
which thou doeſt ſoe well deſerue. If hecom- 
fort thee , conſider with how little humility 
thou receiueſt ir , it being reaſon that thou 
ſhouldſt ſoe much the moreabaſe thy ſelfe, as 
God honours thee ; and that by ſoemuch wore 


- [thou ſhouldſt be confounded with ſbame, as 
| |rhouſeeſt, tharGod treates thee,as though thou 


wert good ,, when indeede thou art not foe. 
Conſider how little profitt thou. makelt of the 
laſpirations, and inward ſpeeches of our Lord; 
and how often our Lord ſaith ſomewhat to 


[thee, and how ſoone thou forgetteſt to pur it 


tſce, nor heare , nor taſte , nor in fine, doe' 


body is when the foule departs from the ſame. | 


- [in, execution ; it being reaſon. , that euery 
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liquor into thee, and thou, hauing 4 harta 


fore. What ſhall wee ſay of our frailties , but 
that euery thing being well examined , - we 
finde, that wee doe nothing right, and that it 
were. much reaſon, that we ſhould rather be' 


the leaſt parte of our thoughts, that we had 


king on. 
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full. of holes , doeſt ſuffer that to bee ſpilg| 
which inreaſon, thou ſhouldeſt keepe along] 
tyme 2 And though it would be. fitt , tha 
how much more God comforts thee, foe much] 
miore thou ſhouldſt forgett and [neglect the} 
| comforts of this world , and foe much more| | 
| vnite and ſhute vp thy ſoule, to the end that] 
rhou mighteſt againe and againe receiue God|/ 
into it , it happens ſometymes ; that by the| 
comfort, w hich he giues vs, wee are made more} 
| giddy, through our owne lightnes , and wee|| 
| ſcatter and powre out our harts more then bes] 


done any thing which were worth the loo- 
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It is certaine, that if a Page ferue a king, | 
and that be make tiim not due reucrence, they} 
| will puniſh him, If he anſ\weare not, or doe it|: 


word of his, ſhould laſt with thee all the day] | 
of thy life ; without any neede of repeatingit, 
How often doeth our Lord infuſe pretiousff} 


4 
þ 


; 


confounded, by conſidering how faultily it is| | 
performed , then that once it ſhould paſſe by| 
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not ſoone enough , or giue not a quicke i 
count of any meſlage. , they will alfoe puniſh 
him. And in fine they whome we ſerue are not}! 
contented, though we doe what they bidd vs, |Þ{ 
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F |but withall wemuſt doe it well, ifwe meane 


| Andrell mee now my freind ; which of ysis 


| |fuch an incomprehenfible Maieſty;and ſucha' |! 
_ intermall kind of trembling; as they || 
ucinheauen, of whome it is faidin the-holy | 
Maſſe, That the Powers tremble'? Where is that | 
confuſion and ſhame ; which we ſhould haue, | 
[to appeare before that | infinite wiſedome; | 
which welldoth fee what-kind 'of things we |] 
[are, & whichdifcouers'vs to the very bottome? 
| | where is that ſoe exact 
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[{{Vtich' hee hath failed to doe, 
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not to bereprehended and reproached. 


he, who carryes ſuch'a profound reuerence to: 
"I » - : : $5: " 
our Lord as 1s fitt? where is: that adoration of” 


edience; as that we 
ſhould nor neede to hautthe ſamerhing com-' 


where is the gratitude which is due forſoe in- 
numerable and foe vnſpeakeable benefits? 
And laſtly where is that ſeruice both of body: 


[/andfoule;, which isdeſerued by ſoe high alotd;'] 


and ſoe great a God? 


never diſcouer inthimſelfe avy thing els, but 


tharday, he findes nothing ; buterrours which - 
tie harh committed, in thinking; ſpeaking; and | 
Geing., and he findes apc tu workes | 


y not hauing' 


[maunded twice? where is thardiſcretis,where-'] 
with we ought to ſeruc ſach a thing as God?'|. 


a profoundity of miſeries and faultes; And}: 
Fiwhen in the euening hee -takes account of} 
[ }{timſelfe , what kind of man he hath beene all 
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{ weakenes of his neighbour as he ought to-have| 
done ,. beſides innumerable: other thingy, | 
'which he ſhould haue performed , and hath 
omitted. And if with the fauour of our Lord, 
| he have done any thing which was good, he 
findes that hee ſported it with pride, or vaine 
glory, or.tepidity , or with not-anſ{wering God 
| as he was bound to doe, or with two thouſand 


{and with twothouſand others which yet hes 
:not able to diſcerne, but yet he beleiuvestha | 
there they are ; and-for ſee wicked doth hee|| 
 eſtecme himſelfec; a 
:\innes be holds to be 


ue. that himſelfe is more wicked then he can} 
arrive ro vnderſtand. And though God doe 
.himfauours, yet doth he nor attributeto him! 


—SPIRITVALL _Ep.24. |, 
hauing loved and not hauing ſupported rhe[Þ | 


other. faulres. which God makes him know, 


\ hv the leaſt parte of his | 
at, which he.diſcouers,| 
Foras he knowes that God is more good, then 
'he is able to concciue, ſoe alſoe doth he belts} 


ſelfe any parte thereof, but onely. the faultes| 
which he committed, in nor.anſwearing ,”and| 
'profiting thereby,as he ſhould haue done. | || 
. And thisisto walkeaccording to truth; gr 
ving that to God which is his; That is to fayj| 
all manner of good, without the leaſt mixtute[}_ 
of any ill. And. by this conſideration being}} 
rooted well in the bow ele of a man's bart (asa| 
truth which were delivered by the yery mouth]|. 
of God ) a man riſes, from leaning vpon hims|F 
ſelfe; as from ſome broken reede, and be eu}: 
goes leaning vpon him , who yphoulds nf. 
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| [hedirecs them , and they ſhallnotbe condem- | 


wif | Xing taken by the ſer of ſuch ah exceller feaft 
elf - +33 that, it is vererly againſt all reaſon, that chou' 
il hoaldit lutc thy ſelfe, with the baſenes of any 


© ” + 
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[4hd of light intheſunne, then of mercy inhim; 
therefore doe they runne, and fly, becauſe God 
.carry6s them, and they falle'not, becauſe he 
| ſiiſtaines them , and they wander not; becauſe 


tied, becauſe our Lord giues his kingdome to } 
ſuchas become like line children; ».# | 
| "Bee therefore ſure, my freind, that| thou 


; 
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God, andrtakethe ſhameanddilhonour to thy: 


hs 


cede, as thou haſt begun ,in that Lord'who 
{pur thee in the way ; with noe meaning,l aflu- | 
rethee, to leaue thee in the middeſt thereof, bur | 
to carty thee on , to enioy the ſociety of his] 
\ſpotifes in heauen,, There doeth he intend to 


| -260w riot thou to be honoured heete. For 


: EP1.S$TEES: Ewa tt 
things, He behoulds himfelfe , and hee ſees. | ; 
nothirig , but that which is to belamented; and || 
he behoulds God, ini whoſt goodnes he confi: || 
des, without 4ny feare to beforſaken. And for'|i 
aſmuch as God'ts foe faithfull, as that he 'neger | 
leaues them whoe goe to him, and for that he} 
| hath ſoe great care of then; as that infinitely 
| [ſooner, there will be want'of water in the Sea, 


* 


viderſtand rhy ſelfe right, fincevur Lord doth | 
(foe much expe@'it of thee. 'And of all that}: 
'which paſſes in thee , lay the glory aide for | 


ſelfe, And place thy hope, 'of being abletg pro- | 


fling, wifich this world affoardes._ Forthere is 


wt. 
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| ced. thee in the -yay thither ) and againe, 


| though he coſt thee thy life, yer doeſt thoubuy 
| him yery cheape. Inthe next world, thou ſhalt| 


them to be treated like madd fooles, and miſe] 


_ Ep.24, T 
nothing vpon earth, which can ſauour well i} 
his mouth, who hath taſted , though bar alitle,] 
:of. that celeſtiall foode, Turne thy backetoall 
things, which thottart ſoone to leaue, &place| 
 notthy hart onthit, which is ſoe inſtantly to/ 
paſſe away.lt is de which heere thou art; 
;able ro endure for God, yea though thoualone 
ſhouldeſt endure at! that , which can be endu-| 
red heere. For conſidering hell, which thou haſt] 
deſerued, and heauen with which be meanes| 


hou: ſhalt be rewarded ( ſince he hath plz 


waighing that which heere he hath endured} 
forthee; it is not to be acconnted of , noe not 
ſomuch as to be greately conſidered , which| 
thoucither doeſt;or mayeſt endure for him. | 
' ..Efteeme thou God for ſoepretious a thing, | 
that whatſoeuer he groyes to coſt thee ,\thou| 
mateſt ſtill beleeue it to bee very little ; yea 


ſce, that thou wert not deceiued , in the ex- 
chaunge which thou haſt made , but finding 


rable-perſons, who lodged their harts , and be-| 
ſorted themſclues , ypon- this preſent world,| 
and-forgot the promiſes which. God made|, 
concerning the future, thou wilt giue praifes 
to our Lord , in that thou being once decet- 
ued , he yvouchſafed ro vndeceiue thee , and 
whileſt thou wert caſting thine eyes downe to| 


earth, he was. pleaſed to raife them vp to hea-| 
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uen;and thou being aſlaue to vanity, hee made 


liuing without any hope of diuine promiſes, 
he grew to place thee in that way , wherein 
thou maieſt hope, that he will helpe thee now 
to live well, and afterwards to dye well. And 


that when this exile is ended; hewill 'cohdud |: 
thee 70 the land of the lining; which is the cleere | 


fruition of theface of God. Where thou ſhall 
enioy ſoe great happines , thar it belongs to 


God alohe to know it perfor, asto him alo- | 


neirbelongs , both to be able, and co be wil- 
ling to gine it. And this willour Lord doe,not 


for thy ſake , but for his owne; becauſe hee' is. | 
good., and his mercy endures for euer. 'To | 
whome, for all, and of al}, and inall, be glory | 


and praiſe, for alleternities of cternities: 
Ame =. 5 +8 o ; 
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| thee a ſonne of his owne ; and when thou werrt' |. 


We, 


| 


A Letter of the Authogr to a perſon , whome he! 
_ exhortes to bee gratefull and carefull to pre- 
| » .. ſerne the guift of the Grace of God, It ſeemes, 

| he was in ſome feare , that the partie 
EATS Was returning to ſinne, 

| E Remember.yot: often; and theloueTbeare. 
| 4 you, makes me neuer thinke of you without 
ſome feareand trembling at my hart , conſide- 
ring the many digers, wherein your foule may 
: be, for which ourLord hath done ſo much, that 
:if he were ſtill in caſe to be weary!, without 
doubt he would now be, very weary. - But he 
was weary, once for all, when he tooke our 
; mortallfleſhypon him; and fromthoſe weary 
| neſſes of his, doth reſult that care, which now 
without any wearineſle at all, hetakes of ſuch, 
as he is drawing to himſelfe. 2 

O Sir, how much reaſon haue you , to be 
| gratefull for the good\ which you haue recei- 


| And 1 fayd Carefull at the leaft to keepeit ; becauſe 
| he, whocan make coniecture, that he hathre- 
| himſelfe, li 


eadiligent negociacour; that with 
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ued ; and carefull, at thelcaſt, to keepe it; and] | 
| fearefull, leaſt it ſhould lippe out of your hids, | 
| ceiued the wm of Tuſtification , muſt employ| 


fine talents he may gayne other five, Improuing} 
that good, which God beganne in his ſoule, | 


] 


and getting, euery day , a new parte in heauetz}. 
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lince the gare is open, for our getting more,and 
more in cuery minute of our life, _ | 
It is moſt certaine, that if we ſhould tell a 


ſteppes whereof there weregrcat felicity to be 
[obtayned, yea and that, forthe making of one 


a whole kingdome ; and that though a man 
ſhould goe all his life time, inthat way, they 
would neuerdepriuehim, of his rewarde, but 
that ſtill it ſhould holde on, after the rate, of 
{the firſt pace, which he had made ; I doe not 
think, that in the whole world there is any 
one worldly man, whoin this caſe, would not 
be ſo great a walker, as that he would hardly 


{touſneſle of viſible things be able ro worke ſo 


of that, whichis inuiſtble and.eternall, ſhould 
worke inourſoules, but a vigilant care, to be 
ſtill walking on, in the way of God, withreſo- 
lutions as linely., and more, then they were, 
which we entertayncd the firſt day, whenye 
encred into his ſeruice. | 

Whois he, that can beſo abſurdly incon- 


{be hath receined from him , in recompence 


{ 


man, that there were a very long way, in the | 


| [fingle pace, they would giut himthe worth of 


becuer perſwaded to itt ſtill, Now, if coue- | 


great effets; what will it be fitt, that the love | 


|{fiderate, as not to holde himſelfe a deepe debter | 
to Almighty God , for the many guifts, which | 


(as I may fay ) of ſo many finnes of ours, as: 
that he will nor ſerue ſo benignea Lord, with | 
all diligence? who is he, that colidering when- 


| 


*{ceour Lord hath drawen him , will not reſolue p = 
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tobe daily further and further of from hell,and| 

| from the impiety of ſinne? He ſeemes not'ty 
haue bene ſorrie for his offence, who procure 
not with diligence. to be farre from the like, | 
He doth norſuticiently cthanke our Lord for| 
this guift', whohath layde afide the memory 
thereof, & with whome it decayes with ti 

not ſtirring himſelf vp, togiue new thankes, 
and to preſente new ſcruices, knowing more 
and more thereof, cuery day,as a perſon , who 
hath receiued encreaſc of lighr: This is fo Jreat 

a Fauour, that Dauid calles itthe BenediGtons of 
[weereneſſe. Andirtis great reaſon, that weſhould| | 
grow ſtrong withthat new grace , whichour| 
Lord. gauc vs,and not content ourlejues uy 
witl being little ones. ' 

| - T fayd, that ar leaſt we uſt be carefalli in * | 
continuanceand conſernation of this guift; becauſe 
according to good reaſon we ſhould be encrea-| 
{crs thereof daily more and more. And from | 

| hence it growes, that when I ſee, that the light| 
of your ſoule is ſert vpon by ſo many windes,| 
and when I conſider your weakeneſſe in the| | 
| midit of ſo many , and ſo great,and ſo fubrite{ | | 
| enemyes, I finde my ſelfe to be all crembling || | 
| ouer you,as any mother would be ouer her[Þ | 
| ſonne; : who aduentures not to reioyce for the] 81 
| =_ ſhe ſees him enioy, through the feare ſhe | F! 


ath, that he may chance to looſe it: 


Tell me ,good Sir, how is it with you? arey! 
mt on foore in the preſence of your God ll bY 
you. live , in the preſence of rue e fe 2 15Gogpy þ 
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lodged in your hart? ig there an vnion of loue 
 betweene God and your ſoule? Or is there not 
perbaps , ſome litle dryneſle or diſagreement 
growen betweene you, which your much care 
of this world-, and your little care to pleaſe 


theanſweare, which you may chance to giue; 
and yet I cannot content my ſelfe to be with- 
out hearing it. If you give me good newes, 
my ſoule will reioyceinour Lord, and I will 
vue bim thankes for hauing conſerued, what 


-|muſt be extremely ſorry ; and yet ſtill howſoe- 


maine without greife, if you be ſubie@ to any 


'{pirituatl lofle, or inconuenience, I hope to 


1} {haue a-parte of your Crowne; and I ſubmitt 


my ſclfe to beare a parte of your payne. . 

If there be any thing of this kinde , take 
heede you ſuffer.not the wound to feſter; and 
make no intricate knotts vpon the fwathing- 
bands of your ſinnes. Make haſte to breake 


1Þ [that quickly, which is ill eyed vp; for you can | 
{{ {hae no leaue to divide your ſelf from him; | 
who fixed himſelf to that Croſſe for you with | 


fo cruell'nayles. Say alowdeto all things; De- 


FI Fheſo much 25s mine owne. Lett the thing be what 
[4 (twill, Ictthe perſon be who it will, and let the 


F | intereſt be as great as it can be; no other cat) | 
[4 {have Title or juſtice to carry you away. but 


—_— 
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your Lord, may hauecaufed > [ feare to heare 


he hath gayned: Butif you tellme otherwiſe, I 


uer, I muſt needes know it. For I willnorre- | 


parte from me; for neither am I yours, neither onght 1 I 


+ | ponely lrſus Chrilt . who created you, andtooke 
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| That man, namely your ſelfe , belongs wlll 
| this Lord of ours. Though euery man in thiylfſ\re 
| world , ſhould puttin his clayme for you; therglſ|d 
1s none, who hath ſodearely bought youashelſſ\c 
| to whome youalſo belong by another title, Forlf|le 
 whatis it for God to dyefor vs, bur to-repur.|ſit 
chaſe that, atan extreamerate, which was alfa 
| ready his, by the benefidt-of Creation , and-walll(c 
| draw.vs out of hell, and againe to admitt ys wif it 
his freindſhipp 2 what is this , but to multiplielÞ[4 
| diverſe Titles ro the ſame thing 2 and thoſe off |Þ 
| very great, that euery one of them, hath reaſons 
enough, to carry the whole man after it,0 mu] 
ſen. of the ſonnes of Adam what is that , which|]| 
you. doe, when ſomeyhat elſe -preuailes in| | 
your hart againſt Teſus Chriſt > how are-youſſ|! 


[7 
E 


4 


able to ſay Noto him, whome you are ſo boutidſÞ | 
to ferue, though it. were with the lofſe of 1 

lines? Shall any ſmall title, which any thingl}|* 
may make towards you , be-ablc to carry ye if ls 
2way, and ſo blinde you, as to make you, for4{|% 
gett ſo. many and ſo great benedictions , as oultf}|* 
Lord layes yp in heaucn for you? Letthe-worlf ; 
departe,euen now, from our harts ; ſince it-is0\F| 
ſaone to departe from our eyes 2 And 'whenwe| 
ſhall ſee any thing therein, which flouriſhes, le 
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bs bury it ynder ground , and treade ypon " : 
Mlkere, in the ſepulcher, For by the cofjdefation 

nel | thercof, we ſhall obtaine a true relation of it, 
ofiflland ſuch a one as will deliugr vs from it; and | 
aulfifieevs, fromthe care of all that, which heere 1s | 
Nfught, with ſuch a peſtilent kind of deſire, *. | 
| ll} What better Weergbis 0s meaſmne can you del1- | 
llc, that ſo you may not be deceived , nor-be 
| kaven totakeonething for another, then ro 
ſcary it io{tantly to the Paſſion and death of 
tf lefus Chriſt our. Lord, who then condeinned. 
MF\that,wbichcheworld eſteemed; andto carry it 
10 {alſo to-the how er of our owne death:, which | 

ol conducts: ys all naked, ſolitary, and defeared, 
olf [td to be trod ypon by the ſecte of our feruants, | 
lf [And you'in particular may doe well,to remem- 
off ber this point ; ſince, belides the feare, which. 
all | call ought to haue of that paſlage, your ſelf 
I meanather particular reaſon for 3 it ; becauſe 
you haue a. more. particulas knowledge of, 
0 death ; for lately you wanted nor, as a, man! g 
ima lay, a fingar's breadth of paſſing ng through! 

,tq eternity. 

\Take heede, take heede, that you be not Oh 
lezucd by thoſe falſe apparances, and wy thoſe 
painted maskes;for they are no better then mal-. 

es, which enueagle & deceaue our ſoules.And,| 

ifzou like theſe ſhadowes ſo well;raiſc vpyour,| 

Ut to heauen , where the- Truthes of thele | 

Wings are.; whereof heere there is but ſome. 
tle reſemblance. And- ſo. you. will neither 

ſeoccive Wy enuie againſt bim, whome you | 
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finde to proſper in warldly things; neither (þ 
will you haue any great appetite , to pollelh | 
that, which in fine, you mult be forced” 
lkeaue. Do not entangle your ſelfe with tif | 
earth, ſince God , hath giuen you ſome go, | 
hopes , and pledges , thathe meanesto cam | 
you to heauen. And thoſe are, his moſtſaadf}" 
death, the knowledge,and loue of the Gutifll 1 
the receauing of the holy Sacraments, wl reb [ 
in the holy Church there is giuen a pardon df} 
our {innes; and the adoption of the Sonnes of Gol h; 
and conſequently of heyres. Let him ſeeke forlf |; 
ſhadowes, who hath no hope to lay holde, anlf þ; 
things of ſubſtance. Let him reſpe& a ſhoilf |; 
tyme, who hath had no taſte of ſpirituall beyelf | 
ditions , which laſt for eger ; And let himlf};: 
triumph, likea ſotr, in the proſperities of this] h 
world , who hath not felt in his hart, how deF1- 
lightfull athing it is, taſhed teares for hauing|ſ | 
offended God ; and how happy a'man is, int 
lying.vpen Chriſt our Lord, and in liuing tt 
him. And fince our Lord, hath called vs to his 
mercy , and hath ginen vs the knowledge al. 
his' Sonne Chriſt Ieſus,, let vs no# line accoramy}- 
to' the flech; nor allowe of any counſell agamiiii 
this counſell, That ina thing ſo manifeſt, asf} 
is, that we ought toſecke , and eſteeme roeſſ} 
contentment of Chriſt our Lord , deſpiſingthe{}* 
world, and allthat' is therein, rhere is no needſ[ 
of taking any man's opinion; and we multnollf}” 
| be moued by any vanities of the world , how” 
prom. 2. mariy,and how vſuall, and how well recealewne” 
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a. | EPISTLES. Ep. 25. _— 
IF [locuer they y may be, T he world paſſes with the de- | 
F al light hereof as S, Iohn faith ;but he who will 
[doe the will of our Lord , ſhall remaine for 
Il (ever. Who relyesypon that which is vnſtable, 
[{hall fall downe togeather with it; and he, who 
n { ' (wr adore an Idoll, {hall orowe like thar very 
*$ |1doll; bur he, who loues Chriſt, our Lord (and 
6 | that man loues him who hates the world) he 
MF findecde is wiſe, and worthy , aad ſhall be exal- 
UF [ted to (itt in char kingdome , with the ſame 
Af Hleſus Chriſt our Lord, as he Rres at the right 
"0 thand of his Father. Ic is much more worth,to 
lf [bethe leaſt there, then to be the greateſt heere: 
M0 [iftherefore ir delight vs to raigne let vsdeſire 
Af todoeſo, in that eternall kingdome. I beſeech 
Chriſt our Lord , to beltowe 3 it 0N you, 
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A Letter of the A aiher 10 4 devoted religious Frien 1 
of bis, who animates him to ſecke God by obediens 
ce, eT bumility, and he reachetb , that reeolleflen il 
' of minde,muſi notbe ted. 0 an} tertaine eplate, [ 


'Hane receiued your TOR 4a that which] 
1Tamtoanſweareis this, You mult know;F 
thatrhere is nor any one in this life, who ca j 
think to liue withour tfoubles; & thatto com-| 
| plaine of them, is ro complaine of being a man 
{tice wewere borneto. beare them: And if it]Þ| 
feemeto you,that when you were ſhutt vP3J i | 
carried your ſoule more recollected; you areto[f | 
c6lider on the othet fide; that Obeditiel 1n doetw | | 
thoſe things, which dif] pleaſe ones ſelf, andthe 
humility of performing meane offices, is not] 
fall fruite to the ſoule. And beleiue you t - li 


[reurh, that the may, who is carefull to recollef | ; 
I 


himſelf, and who puttes his confidece in God, 
doth many tymes finde himſelf more recollec; 
ted in ſtreetes , and ptibliqueplaces, then if 
werein bis Ceti. And they whotye their deuc: 
tionto any particular kind of place, doe inſtits 
ly looſe ir, when they leauethe place, yea 

| many times in that yery place, it failes them, 
[And this growes inregard they are reſoluedt 
haue it there, and ſtriue not to finde it inallpit} 
'ces, andin all thoſe workes, to which "IS 
'rend by "theyr Obedience ; vpon this Obedied 
you mult greatly procure to ground yourld 
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Shout chooſing this,or thar; Since Obedience" 
1 Fading ſoe acceptable to God,that it exceedes 
10|all chat, "which a man may doe vader the con- 
du of bis owne will, how good ſoeuer it may 
ſeeme, Father Lewes of Granada will pale ſhort- 
ty by you; and I would haue you doe that with! 
[oreat confidence , which he ſhall aduiſe you, | 
= Holy Ghoſt be euer with you, + | 
| I am ſuch an enemy of theſe changings of | 
place,& I hould the very deſires thereof ſoe fire 
to be ſuſpected; as that I am made flow in gi- 
| |uing anſweate to what you write concerning 
MP them; till by your prayers we may get more 
ky fight toguide vs. For. otherwiſe , we ſhall goe 
Ui [az bad as blindefould ; and perhaps you may 
yl] fall vpon worſe encounters, then they are, 
which you would auoyd.1 beſeech you follicite 
I} [the matter with our Lord; & when I ſhall have 
0 [aisfied mine owne hart, I will j impart it ynto 
Y |you, In the meane tyme Irecommend to you 
I} [much, that you Keepeyour ſoule in peace. For } 
[ithappens to ſome, that they both looſe theyre | 
[tme, and the oood opportunity , which God | 
oives them, by thinking much ypon that other, 
which they deſire toobraine ; & ſoethey growe | 
tolooſe, both the one, and theother. 
"Make you acc6pr, that there is butone day of 
i left, for you ;andthat that day is the mor- |' 
ung, when y ou awake, And ſpend you thay, |- 
j twere y ui laſt , with all the care that] 
b | P gat; you Gs Andwhen the deſire of doeing 
" Wy other thing occurres, make this an{weare; 
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| Doe nat thinke of to. morroW ; and excrcile | our od 
ſelf, in breaking your will, -For when a4 
man flyes from « opportunity , which hel}. 
hath to breake it, it is like flying our of thelfl, 
feilde. And becauſe ſuch a one flyes like 4 
coward, and carryes his weakenes in his com 
any ; therefore when the occaſion preſentsir| 
| Fic afterward , he findes', that he 1s as fare 
from ſtrength, as before ; the reaſon heeref|ſ|/ 
| is , becauſe hechanged his place, but not his}, 
minde: giue you a good accompt of rhat houlezſ|! 
and of the opportunity , which there youll? 
haue; and foe you ſhall getr So where 
with you may aske a better”, at the hands df 
our Lord ; For otherwiſe they may ſay vatol/5 
you, that he who condudts ill that which hefyls 
hath already in bis care,to what end ſhouldonl}}s 
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truſta greater matter, in his hands? _ » "JW 
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; 4 Lerrer of the Author ro 4 aenout ; 

I} Lady, animating: her zo fight 

againſt the Deuill , and to 
reſiſt bis temptations. 


Ms Beſeech our Lord; that you may find your 
wilh{* {clfas I deſire for ir was nor ſaid in-vayne,: 
el8{bat love, 3s frll, of a carefull kind of feare. Butin | 
fi#ffine, T hauc confidence, that our Lord (as he | 
0 [Rich 'to vs by the Prophet Teremy ) will re- 
eff [gard that loue wherwich he eſpouſed himſelf 
gf/nchoſebeginnings of his, and will remember, 
MI/3ow the people followed him, withour atiy 
{ugh way in the Deſart, which was full of af- 
fiction to them, and carryed akind of reſern- | 
MfPlance of death, "God is very thankefull, to 
Ach as ſerne him with loue; and in the tyme. 
Wt our weakenefles , and when our ſtrength'is 
eva vpon the point to faile , then doth hg 
looke backe ; vpon the time when formerly | 
Wee had beenein vigour, and tothat atyordus 
[tention , which wee had in former time , re- 
Euing our.rmiſery , with. the aboundance'of. 
9s mercy, Continue "therefore with a harte 
3 of courage; and , as S, Paule faith ; dee not 
We jour confidence; for there belongs a greatreward | 
pit And this is that, which che Deuilt would 
©: ENE. bas ape as m1 
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faine,cirher take away from vs, or weakening 
ſo to pull us downe, who pull him downe; a 


much more, you, being a woeman; by who: 


hand he oat h— ; it, more dis ronogl 


be ouercome, As Abimelech ſayd co his ſecon ond, 


doe than kill mee; that ſoe it may notbe ſayd, th 


A worgab killed mee; for a woemanhadcalt t l 


peece of earth ſtifly downe vpon him fromy 


fortreſſe, Thus muſt you doe, when the Deaillfſ| 
Shall offer you combate, Caſt. Chriſt ourlord if! 
him;and ſoe breake his head (for Chriſt on . br 
Ree man, is called ear , andſoc rheenem 7 Vf 


Shalldye, And if notwithſtanding, itl ſeeme 
you, thar ſtill ke muſt bea liue ; knowe yer, th 


;| he remaynes in extreme ccouble, and che | "| 
| dead, to fee himſelf ouercome', and to beil hþ 
| accaft 10Nn that youshall gayne crownes, where 


he chought that they would haue prouedfeti 
—_Towhat greater miſery can anenemy bel 
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ic&,then to ſee, that he helpes him, to be oreat ' 


t in the eyes of God. For if you ſaw ,erherrealu { 


"which you haue gayned,! oy reſi iſting the Dea 


ſoe yery often; there is noe doubte, butthat 'h 


would ſufficiently remper the bicternesofja -| 
troubles to conſider the beawty and riches 1 


| thoſe crownes. Now {o'many pretious it IN 1 
haue you gotten , wherewith to enrich yolſy 
crowne, as you have reliſted , times , tar 
counſailes of the. Deuill'; and fo much nal "| 


you gained of eternall reſt , as you haue 
patience, endured ſcuerall times , the (:ddl 
flictions:, which he hath broughr vpon you, W 
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Uu. af noc chertore weary , ofgetting NET new pretious] 


+4 | ſtones, thoughwhileſt they are thrownear you, 
&|chey hurt youaliccle; bur then inſtantly after , > 
I} [they are your oWwne, | | 
F'' And ſcethatyou reſiſt that endrolachls ad. | 
i4\|nclle, whichis the beginning of many miſchie- 
F/\fes; & confiding in our lord, and being cheere-| 
= fullin the hope of bis loue, rread all vader foot; 
ag [aodlerir ſceme littleto you; as'S; Bernard ſaith, 
; Ia afl:ftion is hardly to bee counted afliftion forone 
ud | [Thalfe bowre , andif it proue any longer I fele it not, 
Ti! \Ftbrough the force of my lone. Tread you ypon die. 
3 dragon, and ypon the {yor, and let him feare you, |P/x.25.} 
AI fndnotyou him. And ſay you to your ſelf, Our 

ty | lend 1s my helper, and brite Shall I feare? Onur 
real [Lord takes Car of mee, what then can arrine, which 
oo jj ffi mee? Our lord gontrwes mee; and1 am ſafe | | 
ol [Owr: lord ſerues bimſelf of mee-, and I aspire 16 
i [noother happines-, how much Sober it may coſt mee, 
. [And thus, the Devillfinding you full of courage, 
| l dwell armed, Shall nor bee able co pull 'you' 
0 [@wne, bur rather feare, foe muchas toaſlault 
you. Our: loed,'who called: you, conſerue yau, | 
jd make you ach, as I beſeech himchar you | 
yay bee. Arnen, 
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hi freind... 


T H E newes. of this: Ik wok 
parting, takes me-/by night, and withoyt 
paper, and full of my ordinary indipabig 
beleech our lord;, who is omnipotent, tot 


tould you by my penne; fince in me there 


tunity. The coplaintes you. make WT 
ſelfe, vpon the opinion which you had of ya 
| owne prudence , are iuſt, 'Y ou, mult ac 


{ſtand the deceites thereof. For'in-theſeze 

| Maketlas yery account mich your -felfepwh kid 
was made by that Monke, in'this.namer;1t 
not to indoe any , but to be indged by all, Sa) - 
to your ſelfe; ; I came not to haue zeale of othersbs 
my ſelfe. Gd places not me in the office of 4 on 
bat in the duty of being enided. And who-W "igfo 
 maddly impertinent , as that hee will tou 


not; Gare: ner 'y- plantation which 4s not © 
| tbe beauenl y father, shall be rooted Vp. 


p_ 


th . i 0 


_ 
v 6) j 


you that by himfelfe , which he was to. , | 


ability to doe it, nor haue I indeede any oh a l 


| chem, & doe. themiultice; euer. oY : 
opinion for-a-.crafty enemye, and counting | 
| euery pace 'it'makes, thar foe you may.ly vhael 
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i] "|. But now, if by Obedtente you be commaun- 
wil [ded ro deliuer your minde, firft begg you tight 
M0 ]of ourlord, and then declate'i it, but not with 
gf | our feare, and as a thing which you doe but 
[offer , to theend that ir may be examined by | 
il. others. And you are not to shoot it out , with 
IF |fuch a kind of reſolution, andauRority ,; Hi} it 
ME-myſt needes be approued, and exccuted, becau- 
WE fe forfooth you thoughtir fire. Noe nor that it 
BE {ought ro haue any force attall ; ypon thar rea- 
WE {fon ;:'but onely, that things may foe be'done, 
WE | as others may take to be moſt couenient, whe- 
ME [ther they approue or difallow your opinion, | 
HE | And you mult conceive, thar' by doing thus, | 
Wh [you comply: with the duty of your Obedience, 
Wh 2nd that you hate nothing more todoe in hat 


F 


n -[buſines. : 
{| They, who either be. cndwed witli light 


MI! from heauen, or hane elſe beene taught to ſee: 
OI by the many  falles; which they hane raken; 
FF 7 doe-noe lefle feare, euen fome good deliresof 
by [particular thinges, then the executing of ſome 
cl : [defires, which are not good. Yea, andin ſome 
wn. forte , they apprehend them more becauſe of 
iſ |the wo | it is harder to vuderſtand and maiſter 
"ye the deceipr, which lurkes in them.” Now this | 
all [ftare, rakes order that they runne not inftantly. 
WF [toenterraine them”, but ro: Keepe their ſtand; 
_ F { commending1 choke deſire of theirs to our lots, 
' "| and. a3Kking' councell of him, This feare is'the 
| [{bezinning of wrſedome, andit is alſoe the end 

ſp erevf. It is hard todeclare this pointe by Tet- 
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ter but for him who hath a ſuperiour, whonel | 


7 he obeyes, it is caſily declared, by putting the 
cale, and following his counſell, _ 0 

When you $hall be come to know ; that 
ſuch a buſines concernes the ſeruice of God, 
and that it is fitt to be diſpatched, yer ſtilleuen| 
that muſt be done in ſuch ſorte, as that his Ma«| 
ielty be not offended , for whoſe ſeruice the] 
buſines it to be vndertaken. For if the heart bs| 
thereby filled , with cares and diſtractions, and 
eſpecially if they come at wrong tymes. , the| 
thing it ſelfe may well\be iuſt, but the manner] 
of doeing it, wil nor be ſoc, It is agoodthing,] 
foraman to, cary himſelfe like a-perſone who} 
!satthe comaund of another ; and not asaguide|F | 
of the buſines. Not as if you were ſome great} | 
maiſter , but rather like ſome young fellow,|} 
| | who were bidden, eyther to come, or goe when} 
| the care of any particular shall put ir ſelfe voſeas}; 
ſonably vpon you 3 ſaytoit, to this effe , On} 
lord commaundes me nothing , about that matter at| 
[thus time ; For my part, I haue nothing to thizke ;4l| 
will gee into eryonr , if it be done after my fant} 

| when our lord shall commaund me to doe it, 1 will dt] 
| it, and I wilt both beare, and ſpeake. For this pur 
pole it is gaod go {ett ont ſome determinate th] 
me, tothinke of theſe thinges , which require} 
care; that ſoe they may not come- vpon aman| 
introupes, when he were to bein filence with} 
God, If they bring ahy affliion with then] 
which much diſquiet-z we may well concewe}: 


| | that that is notthe way : whereip God walke|F | 
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"4 [Gay thus ro your ſelfe , Ir 55 God who muſt doe it, 


 [Nolite fol1citi efje , labor enim exercendur ſollicitu- 
ds toileada : you mult not beouer carefull, for paines 
[moſt be raken but follicitude is forvidden ; and for | 
the taking of it away , our lord willes vs to 
confude in our heatenly Father, | 
He who hath this confidence, perceiues well, 
that the buſines dependes vpon God; and'that 
his diuine wiſedome , knowes how to addrefle 
him, and therefore a Chriſtian wan, isto be 
perſwaded, that it giues noe' aduantage, euen 
tothe very buſines it ſelfe , if we fall into any 
ynquiet kinde of anguish ; or euento ſuperflui- 
"[4 jy of thinking of it, which is thus forbidden, 
"1 {by holy ſcripture, Ne affliz 45 temetipſum in conſplio 
'Þ | mo: Doe not affli& thy ſelfe in thine 'owne counſell: but 


| 


— 


and net I. Perhaps our lord will not hane it remedied 
by this meanes» And if he will, yet his will alfoe 
that it be done with peace \, and with my fpirituall 
| geine, and without my4aſſe, And ſoe procure, that 
your heart may euer goe, in celebration of that. 
Chriſtian Sabaoth z whereof S. Paul ſpeaketh; 
and then we may ſay to our lord , Deſcendihou 


thine which may diſflra} me from hearing thee, and 
| from ſpeaking to thee. You haue reaſon to defire 
the helpe of prayers to this purpole : for it is not 
toe ealily obrained. I beſcech our lord , who 
called you to his owne ſernice , continue you 


| | biniſelfero ecernall reſt. 


— _EPISTLES. .* Ep.28. 22r; 
nor doe we comply wich his word, which ſaith, 
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mtomy heart , for 1115 all free for thee: and ut hath no- | 


in his grace , and carry you afrerwardes, with | | 
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"4 if 
A Letter of the A achenr to 4 Virgin who linedisl 
Rytollefion, | Of the valew of a jonlegand the c "i 
wherwith it 15 to be kept from falling. And thatif]| 
it _ irmul} haue hope, andſoe riſe 4g4ine, h 


[: Hon not wich what wardes:. I map 
able to exprelle the fault which accuſe; meth 
and the puniſhment which 1 feare: Llookeff 
back ypon the. much time which. hath palledj 
without writing to you, whilſt yct you werg|Þ| | 
recommended ro me; that ſoe by meanesof my[ 
care, you might proceede and proffit, 10 the 18 
ſcruice of our heauenly king ; ſince he wait 
pleaſed to receaue.you for his , through that 
word, which I preached vnto you. And Lin Fi 
the meane time, like an ill ſcruant of Chi 8 
our Lord, haue beene negligentin. negotiating 
this buſi neſſe which he held to be ſoe truly bis 
| as that it filled himfull of care,and ſoe full ,a 
ro makehim give his lite, for the diſpatch fel 
reof. And not onely haue I {inned againſt him, | 
but againſt you alſoc. To him 1 have beeneay 
ll ſeruant. and to you IT haue beene an ill Far 
ther, lirice I baue not preſer ued the ſtock not 
ſuſtained you with the food of his word; 
who made mee his ſteward, to the end, thav in 
Ir. Gor. | Fhetruetime,, I might wiſely and Gta J- 
| | penceit, to eucry one; according to chat winaly 
Y abs e ſhould neede;. +44 i] 
| «| am much greiued for my negigenca acl 
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Fþ tbecomes a guilty perſon ; and Lapprehend-the 


wo 
ww - 


{children , nor cares how he may bring them 
{vpp; it is bur reaſon. both that he ſee then | 
|dyc, and that they may alfoe continue dead 'in | 
{his fight; char ſoc the greife thereof, may bee a || 
[torment to him, & may keepe thoſe eyes open, | 
| which his careleſnes had ſhutt, + 

| -: My goodfiſter, ( far L will preſumets ſay, 


>a 


4 [ofmy Lord)O how happy were he,who might 
[know how it is with you; that ſoe he might | 
F {cither be delighted in your good, or recciuethe 
# | torment of ſorroxy , for your #! > how happy | 
4 {were be , who might know, if thoſe feruenr ! 
$ |teares of yours ſtill continue, which waited 
-[yourſoulc in the high preſence of your Sp«af, | 


man hath noc knowledge of whar belongsto 


| [puniſhment of my fault. Nor thar I feare foe | 
4 {much, leaſt our Lord {ſhould punith, or fcoar- | 
If |ge, or afflict me for it, with vexations,and tor- | 
ments, as that, he may permitt/your ſoulets | 
receiue {ome difaduantaye thereby, For when a | 


that you ate mme', becauſe you are the Spouſe 


l 


if ſ * oy . . ' . » 
14 jand which watered it with-deuotionthat 4 


[4 | that, for the loue of him. 


AF |'tmight giue fruit to the Lord thereof. Andit; 
14 [your long watches laſt. , wherein you were: 
14 |wontto treatc in ſecrecy andfolitude with him, 
14 | whom your ſoule Joues.” RefleRing vpon tho-;| 

{ iſe forrowes, which he endured for loue'of you; | 


1} | and, you, dcfiring: to endure ſoimewhart lke 
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| nothaue lf thar holy filence-of yours , which 


I keſeech him of his mercy ;thatyoumay | 
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the wealth of this world; That c6otempt of your 


praiſed God in you. Let it not pleaſe.him, that 


| whereby,you miay bee foe deceined; as that ha-1 
uing taſted of that heauenly guifr,& hauingfed| 
vpon the criimes of the table of God;you ſhould| 
now afterward, come to taſt the bitternes of E-|' 
gypt;& thoſe meate which are deuoured by m#}: 
caitof from him, Vſho when heere, they ſhall} 
| haue ſatisfied themſelues wrth the foode of ſwme;| 
ſhall burne heereafter, in the copany of deuills,|| 

Seruant of Ieſus Chriſt , how is it with you Þ 
| indeed? tcl me, how itis with you, I beleech| 
Icſus, you bee wel in his fight. S. Pale faid;| 
that cuen his very life, conſiſted inthe ood of a1 


\ 


mee, doe yet adutEture to ſay, that my life con-}. 


any placein me,tilI may 
ſe, whome I lodged in you, doth 


} 


J. } 


"_ SSN 


to 


was diſcourſe with God ; your rich pouerty, | 
| which gaue you more full ſatisfaction, then all} | 


 ſelfe, which gaue you price & valew in thelight| 
| of our Lord, and that holy change of your life, | 
| which-caft them into wonder, who ſaw you,&| 


mine eares may.euer heare, that theſcruant of} 
Chriſt , is other then ſhee yſed to bee. Let it} 
neucr come to paſle, that ſhee ſhould line.with| 
- 2ny other, nor regard any other, nor thinke of| | 
| any other,thenonely Chriſt our Lord; to who-|' 

f me {hee offered her ſelfe. Make nocexchange| 
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his children ; and euen 1, though not with that]: | 
great fire, but with the little, which God gives} 


liſtes, inthat you be well, inthe ſight of God:|: 
I can take noe pleaſure in this body, if the ſoule|/ 
of my daughter , be dead; nor ſhall delight have |}: 
know,that your Spa 


72 —— 


Q—_— __—_ 


o - h LE £ 
{till inhabute] 
—_ , a I = . 


Fs 


py 
—— 


1,98 
be 


; , "> % 
ACE » - 5 
Ta 4. F2 4. ——— ———————— — 
X * 4 F: _— ""P = ? 
6% ; - (Y LC . 
" ; 
- £4 


lyour hart. If it be any otherwiſe,it is, who haue | 


{þut yet ſce that you bee not angry with him, 


| [by the loue, which I carry to your ſoule; andit 


| [And vpon this motiue, you mult forget that I-| 


TY & that 1 may haue ſtrEgth to beare that pEnice | 


[Þ [g5zence, I meanc in writing to you; but nor inremem- 
'Þ [bring you, For in this our Lord , hath nor permitred | 


1% | woos to be the trne ſeruant of God ; and you entred 
0 


k {crue}l againſt me,as you shall thinke fr. Be ſure toloue 
Þ [vr Lord, for he deſerves not to be 311-vſcd, for th 
LT... ru _ "ow G 


ES-29: -3 IF 
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madethe fault, & I will performethe penance; 


Doe not ny. good Siſter, afflict me morethen 
already I amatflicted, through mine owne fault, 


you bee offended with my neglizece, be appea- 


ſed by this cofeſlion which is full of thame and 
our Lord, you ſhall wel finde, that I wilmend, 


haue beene an ill Father to you; ſince vpon the 
ſame, God forgets that we haue been ill ſonnes 
& ill ſeruits to him, And if yer you will require 
further ſatisfactio, be your owne caruer;and re- 
quire of mg what you will, Onely retourne to 
the way of God, if you ſhould hauelett it,or els 
make mec know , that you continuein it ; that } 
ſol may be ſure thatthinges goe wel with you; 


which you shall impoſe vpon mefor my negligece Ne- | 


that I Should be forgerfull. For ſoe great was the loue, 


which I carryed towards you,vpon ſeeing that you were 


edeepely into my hart, when I conſidered thoſe mer. 


"Þ |yes,which our Lord had vouch(ſafed to you ; that it ne-- |- 
| ['Frparted morefrom thence, though it haue failed, to | 
lirengthen and comfort you in this way as it should.| * 


have done. | 
Pardon me my good Siſter for the loue of leſus 
Chriſt; and bee not cruel againſt yourfelfe, but be as 


reife, And beletue that through the fauour of |. 
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| negligence of his ſcruant. And if you thould|F 
, { haue forgotten your duety to him you know | 
his condition already well enough , and, that! 
he hath promiſed to receiue the ſoule which! 
willretourne and that if you will forgiueme he 
wil pardon.you. And he will ſhew: you ſach 
mercyes , as he ſhewed before, and wilenable| Y 
you to ſing thoſe Canticles to him, which you}: 
| ſunginyour firlt beginnin g,and birth,to Chriſt] 
our Lord. | — 

| Doenot now giue cauſe of ioy, to thoſeins} 
fernal ſpirits, ſincethere was atime , wherein} 
you wounded them with ſorrow, Doe not 
greiue your good Angel , ſince he hath giuen 
God much praife for you; and hath reieycedar|} F 
| your vocairon. Doe not reuerſe that folemne| JF! 
Feſtiuity, which was celebrated in the kingdo-| Þ 
me of heauen, vpon the day of your couecrlion.| {| 
Andifthrough my ſinnes any of theſe things, 
ſhould haute happened, yer {till you mult not be} 
| diſmayed. Forour Lord will (tretch forth his} 
armes , and will receiue you; ſince he ſtretched 
them out for you vpon the Croſſe. And itisvſudl | 
| with him, to loue that perſon more , who hx | 
uing runn away out of. the warr doth yet 're-; 
turne to fight with greater courage, then that] 
other, whothough hencuer forſook the feild,] 
yet was neuer-but lack in doeing him ſeruice. | } 
This is a kind of warr, wherein the loſleof | Þ 
the victory conliſts not in the not receiuing any? 
woundes, but in flying outof the battaille, &4 
rendring himſelfe tothe enemye, in the quality 1 
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[begin yer once againe, for youſhall find Chriſt 


| our Lord cloſe at hand to help you. And/ ſcing' 


|your humility,and how much you are aſhamed' 
Tofyourſslfe?, he will not put youto confuſion. 


I |Nor when he ſhall perceiue, that you are lying 


| race at. his feete, will he caſt you off, or 


T {kick you out of his fight. And if you call vpon 
F [thoſe interceſſours, of yours , who are in hea- 
J/juco, they willnot make themſelues deafe ro 


the. cryes which you ſendvpfrom-hence,,As 


I [for ine} becauſe T haue,,made the fault, whereby 


you haue incurred the inconuenience, ifthere. 
Ibeany,t wil alſoe performe the pennance as-T' 


| | [aid before. And1 wil beſeech-our Lord tore-' 


Iſtgre and raiſe that vp, which my negligence 
| "4 ade fit for rune. Let-all your thoughts b tare. 


Iypon his hauing begunn theworke:; and:not 


| put-chings iN good order, becauſe heis the'trtte 


Þ [lover of ſoules,, and prttends not to-ſet-metis 


knnes , char ſoe, they may [retract thembyiſor.. 
tow. I beſeech him even by what bimdelf tis, 
{evat he wil keep you.n cloſe ptoteftion , winder 


{ ifis wings; and make you;gratious in his ſiohe, 


land that he wil puniſh me in whatſoever iforr 


Jjouwil write to:me, though Tconfefle -mylelfe: 


» b % 


The ſhalthinke fit; And 1 begrof you by biiyrhar)| 


'Ep. 29. 237 | 
 fofa man who is oucrcome, Take courage,and 
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 Aletter of the Anthony, fo 4 woman, who was al | 


flifted wuhgrieneus , aol de neous temptations 


fraite of aſfliGions 15 ercat, when th bey are wil] 
borne, 


REF comforted , bee comforted, O you wy per=ſ/ 
ple, ſayth the lord your God: fpeake to tel} 


hartof leruſalem , and call her bither ; for her punish. || 


'mentis ended, and her ſinxe ts pardoned. Confide 1] 


my-good (1 ſter : for theſewords are ſpoaken to | 


you, and they commaunde you to be comfor- 


red | through his fauour, who will defende youll 


q 
4 


1: 
%. 


hough your owne infirmiries , and thoſe io i F 


 nallpowers, ſtriue to plucke you downe. Bi 
if they, be carefullco perſecute you : more catt 


fallis Chriſt our lord, to ouershadow you, and] il 
|.ro.defende you, and to ferch you of from this]! 
 cotnbart,, adotned with new Crownes, which I 
arc incomparably more to be eſteemed andre!| ; 
toycedin, then on tribulation deſerues tobe] | 
lamented. 0 1 
|-- What is the matter? what is that ; which # 1 
| fits you? wharisthat which friglits you? your 
. | Godisthe curerof theſe wounds : be not trove} 
| bled there at. For at the inſtant that he cloles}F 
[ them, he will shine to you as aſunne, ſcauentk| 
| mes more bright, then before you were ſub! 31 


k & a 
Fa mere = 2 


K. ij - ""EPISTLES..: "Epc 30. 239 | 


=o this affliction, your ſpirituall proſperiries, will 
MN [incomparably excell, thoſe which arepaſt ; ſince 
IE fthat which you ſuffer now, doth ſo fatre excee- 
[dei in bitternelle that WES formetly' you ſuffe- 
fiI] Fred. For theſe flowds of anguish , vie to ſerue 
"|| {but for a preface, to an aboundanice of ſpirituall 
«| |delight as the tributations of lob were meſlen- 
[|gers to him, of a doubling of his eſtate and com. 
fort, which God beſtowed vpon him, God af- 
|ficked him firſt, and then he comforted kim, he | 
{tryed bim , and then he crowned him : he hid 
"|| {himſelf from bim a lirle : but afterwards he 
bel} {shewed himſelfe more deare , and [weeter, then 
9-1} The had ſeemed before to be offended, | 
11]. This is the ſtile , which our lord holdes 
off wich his ſeruants, He mortifies them ſo farce, 
[that ke ſcemes, as if he would place them: ,in 
klF the verie_torments of hell : but chen ioſtantly 
f- | aine he drawes them out \ and putts them. 
My finto perfect eaſe : and lo, as that the whale is. | 
| [ocicher able to retaine him! nor yet {o wuch. 
wah [xsto couch him with anieoffence , whome $ She. 
Sf [had (allowed, Our aduerſaries , the deuill: OM 
cars {are full of pride, and they threaten... to deyous. 
te vs: bur ler vs ſay to them, | in their teeth: : 
[Come and ſhare not , for you 5Shall_be ouercome; 
Take what councell you- bft , it ball come to. C79 
{thing , for God is on our fide. Let-it not my. 
| [good (iſter paſſe once ſo. much as in your 
Atoughe, to 'be afrayd of theſe infernall wolues: 
{For hee , who conquered them once ypon | 
Ji: te Croſſe, hath congyered them- in you: 
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and wilt do- lo againe; and will dclpoyle cheni 14 
ro theit great Shame, And how foeueritn ay | 
ſeemeto you, that the encounter is fierce , and} 
theenetnicſo ſtrong , as to fright you; benetf 4 
| yerdiſmayde: For it is ourtold Tho ſayth : Shall] 
perbaps the prize be taken ont of the band + the ſtrong oF 1 
\ | mani 2? And sball. that, which was ſeiſed by tel ; J' 
miohtie , be reſumed? Moſt certainly the captiueÞ 3 I 
| Shall be taken out of che hand of ds ſtrong man; 1 | 
| and tharshall be reſcued, which he had raken |} | 
| by violence. And this chall cometo palle; be» |"; 
| cauſe che hand of: God, will fight for you; and}: | 
| will ouershadow * you , as birds with theitf I 
| wings ſpred abroad , defende and couer.thoſef 
| yong ones of theirs; which they love ſo much, 
| ©. O that our eyes could onte but ſee , chat} 
| zcale of God, wherewith he keepes our lor es, 1.01” 
| ard how lafely he'claſpes them in bis hand, | 
Gienwhen hey thinke, that they are alrcadie 14 
16K." Some are wont .to throw downe's gal} 
- > With ſpeede ,' ro shew , how dexreroully] 

chey- can receaue a Grickle thing 1n ſafetie, | 

which is caſt; though neuer [o ſpeedily , from 
on high. And: if the glaſſe could feele and! 
ktowe , it would tremble. to' (ee it [elf © l'y| 
doivne ſo farre and ſo faſt ; and to' be falling] 
towards hard ſtones, where i it were likelic to, 
be broken ; into a hundred pieces, Bur chen | 
cores to ſuccour it , the other hand of him, I 
who threw it Ns - and ſo it 1s reccaued li - 
' withour any hurt at all. And thus you || 


ſee your ſelf ſo drawen even ,onr of your 
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Calced' with ſuch Ach nk and afMiced | 
hylo fierce paynes; doe tremble and fearc,'con- 

1 ging that you Shall be-broken all to pieces, 
by falling i into offences againſt-ourlord.But y 

Jaut knowe and conlider, that ourlord ; who 
rk brought you into this trouble, he himſelf 

| op you out: and he, who hides himſelf 
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| Yliery neare you for your defence; For otherwi- 
]\ a had bene. ſwallowed vp ten thouſand 
1 
Ik 
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ling, He moues the tempeſt, butyer he iris, 
| keepes y.ou- fromdrowning, For in that: 
ik you feele ; it-is not you ; Who doc ahy 

i ng, at-you faffer it, He whodoth it, is the 
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ſuatcalouer of his Commaundements, and 
ſue, who abhorres-any thing , which is offetiſi- 
p him, 1:beſeech him to keepe you, as he 
#-done hitherto, for as for thoſe things, 

hich che deuill repreſentes eo your minde,; be | 

b oubled atalfthereat. For though it be Fall 
#deformirio, and afflie you auch, yet you 
Wot the worle for thar. Theſe are things, 


ile from you , that you-may ſuffer ; is yet | 


es oucr ,. by your cnemtes, He throwesyou | 
me, and yer he receaues and ſaves youfrom 


| God ſees your hart perfeQly tink; end cha 


ppetiesmanie, and not only rheſe;ts | 


Jl > tuich you are ſubiect , butothers alſo which 
_ incomparably greater ,fnd which {centre -it14 


eto be averiecopic of the true hell ; and] 


BS which there they holde.: 


ll 


[hee nov for all lrhis ; doth God forſake his 
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ſoules ; but cuen when all hymaine counſall}F 
and power failes, thenrunnes he towards thenyl[ 
- 4 with a mightic hand, taking away the cuppedl|/ 
Lineernelle , cucn from their mouthes, and in| 
exchange thereof, he giuesthem ten thouſandlſ} 
comforts. And, the while, a man comes 1g 
know, that he is weake, by hauing vaderſtood | 
his great miſerie through experience, Heſ 
_knowes alſo , the ſtrength , and malice of his 
ences, and -procures to fly from them, and 
leanes cloſer vpon God , whome he findes tg 
be oncly able todeliuer him, our of ſuch birt 
pangs as thoſe. And thus, our of his forme 
miſeries , he both fetches light ,, whereby. he 
nay eſteeme leſle of himſelf : and repoſe gree{F| 
ter confidence in God ; and he learnes 40 liu]f} 
with greater caution, and reſeruation, hauwiaglf; 
difcouered the treacherics and malicious pros 
ceeding of the deuill. And we are not to:a6 
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count litle of this benefirc : becauſe as ourutſh} 


life conſiſtesin knowing , and louing Almigh | 


« 


1-19 |. 


if inthe ſtrength and vertue of 
directions we may haue ſome 


4 


may loue , and henour him, ( for thac belong} 
from vs to God ) but that we may fly from hui 
and eſcape from his ſnares ; which are dice 
ned, and knowen by few men , who yet cart 
| ceaue, that they haue ſome knowledge of Gow 
Nay , therefore we are to make great accoultlyl 
of the fruit, which we gather out of ta 
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el iifficulties : becauſe thus the'ſoule growes to 
ll payne experience, in the warre , againſt this 
Y [{Habtile cnemie, And theſe rhings, and manie 


"Withers, doth our mercicfull lord, draw our of 
Uiftheſc hard encounters, whereby our aduerſarie 
Wtitpretendes to make ysfall, And ſo we make him! 
loſe , that which he hoped to gaine, and we, 
(putt a ſcorne ypon him: whilſt we-profitt,, and 
*}{puritye our ſoules, by that verie meanes, which: 
Wiſithevſed, forthe diſaduantage thereof. © |; 
WH. And forasmuch , as-you haucofferedyour' 
lf; tro the ſeruice of Chriſt our lord :-and are' 
now no longer your owne, ſincethe day,, whe- 
(rein you were made {o happie ; doe not c6cicue, | 
ſtat this paſtour of. your ſoule , is liable to the 
Fault of being forgettfull, For if he would for- | 

| [ett you, he would not call you; nor courte; 
| you , nor paſle ſo (weete promiſes to you. :In' 
| 
| 


ke 


. 
. 


Fifithe'day of aduerſitie , ler: your 'minde looke 
[ack to the day of proſperitic , which formerly} 
>*|{jou-cnioyed ; chat fo your preſent condition, | 
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{{maynoc draw you downe, when itis tempered, 
Hvith the memorie of choſe fauours ,. which | 


ſiWece imparted ſo you in timepaſt. And be ſure 


"at if Chriſt did not loue you, he would not 
ae rayſedyou vp, nor giuenyouthar Tewell. 
"A_Faad fince you know , that you' beganne to 
"Fake in this way for his ſake : and that you 
+ue deſired to pleaſe him : and that , accor- 
' "y; to your frailtie , you haue procured ro do | 
ME: lay not ſuch a ſport vpon your honour ; as 
HO fayle of confidence in him, from whome, 
: by 
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| when you remayned in ſeparation”, he dren? 
youcloſe to himſelf ; & conueyed a ſweet, & 1 
mecke ſpirit into the bowells. of your.hanf 
| Fand ſertyou.out, with bis owne marke31tothelſ. 
| endethat both you might be bis, and that you 
| might know your ſelf for ſuch, © 
| -: And nowgfthe infernall waolfe, haue pre. 
[famed roſert vpon her , who was ſett farthby 
| the markeof 1e/us Chriſt and who defired toſer | 
ue him, doenat wonder at it ;for theſe areghelſ: 
wyallsof our Faith, and, lave;rofee if we will] | 
be difinayed, and: ſo:'turne back. There isn 
| crue yerrue; vnleſle it be tryed zand the crak] 
of Fazth are dangers, and diſcountenances of 
God. Bur cue then, ifrharfaich bepure,anllf 
fne , 'nor/ oncly:it is not: diſmayed, butihenſf 
much the more it is vexed; ſo. much che more} 
ſtrewgth it cakes, and even fetches ſociety.ou(Þ! 
offolitudes: For we know, that it is the culto-| 
meof our 'Lord,to place hisferuants, euenypally 
the yery barnes of the bull, ani to:hide hinlesF} 
V | heirfaich. Andfer[| 


pp at fea; doth had] 
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thought, and {ay;;T bow o Laid, dyedft for me NL 
fore | was horne.; and than ſonghtft we with the joinllhl 
row of thy hevr, when [ ſought thee not nor anneanny 
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| F uy ues; but ow call vpen thee, ane 1 taut ther; aud. 
veil ih Grate now forſake me not. If thou diddeff receaue, 
"ly lard sbelier him , who was thine enemie; thou wilt 
Ther driae bim away , who deſtres to ſerie thee; and 
|-whome thou h4ft accepred for 'thine ewne. And in 
[this faith , you muſt live, and remaine ſecure | 
amongſt, all the wanes, and: tetmpeſts, which 
[theſea can ſhew ; though it ney feerne ro you, | 
[that the ſhipp'iseuen ſinking and you muſt | 
Ifbour , that ſo your hart nay  notfayle: leaſt 
Jelfeour Lord awake, and chideyeu', as he did. 
| his Apoſtles, ſaying : Why ſeateyou o men of Fitle: ah | 
1f«th2 whereby you may fee, how much'inear-] g, 
1teſt our Lord is, when he requires vs tobe full | 
Pfcourage-: : Grice even, when thevaties arech-\ | | 
: 
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{ting into thelittle ſhipp ro ſwallow it vp, even 
. the did he reproach them [becauſe they fea- 
{red And this hedoth, beckaſe hewill not allow 
tem to beafrayde arall, who embarke them- 
Ifelnes with him.” For they.g o6e with the true. 
| Lord of foules; who is our fairhful helper. out 
j of the oreareſt ſtray tes. | 

- And now, finceyou ar6ohicisf thei: who; 


I [bene quiet 'che hore-: : and*<mbarked yourſelf} | 
ol 
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with bien. ; byentring + vport his ſeruice - what 
that be, which you ſhould fear: bneeyol| 
ke atked: *a5d06 OofAE-5 7n« company: of 
[ſe Chrift onr Lord, Rewember;thar 9:20, || 
(bil hehad feith went: treadibg with hi feere 
aſt the waters; but as f8one-paghe fiw the 
we ſRiffe | atid. rhe Waucs hi#h? *%he feated.. 
litd then preenth begs beganne'to *f nke; Toe vive 
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{re:for heere the Crowne is loſt \, not becauſe] 


vs to vnderſtand, that with a faith, whichws} 


he began to bedrowned, and heard this word 
from the mouth of our Lord : © thou man of litle 
faith, why didft thou doubt? And inthe ſame mans! 
ner doth he ſay to vs, if he ſee vs fearcfullof. 
any viſible danger wharſocuer. __ 

And ifour Lord tooke ſuch care to deliuer 


of your ſoule ; and to ſecure you, that the tem- 
peſt, which is riſen againſt you,may pox drows-| 
ne you, Onely be you ſure, my good {iſter, that| 
you be notdiſmayed, and forſake notthe war-| 


menare tempted, but becauſe they either flye, | 
or þe ouercome.Offer your felfe toſufferpaing | 
and euen fire, forhis honour, whoſuffered(o] 
much for yon, And by how much the greater} 
your afflictions are, eſteeme them for ſo much]. 
the more certaine token, of the loue, which] 


ſeech him, that he will ſtrengthen you, towards] 
ſufferance, and not that he will take away yout 


| afflitions, For itwill be a Purgatorieto you, |} 
whereby you may be wholy purified , in the[ | 


fight of God, and the Croſſe of your beloued lord 
will keepe you companie, This Croſſe is that | 
thing, which all the louers of our Lorddelite, 

and by meanes thereof, you will remaine like| 
goulde, in the Crufible; ſo much or the moe}! 


reſplendent, as you were more afflicted, 


firme, he went ſecure: and by growing tepide, | 


Ep. 30. [| 


| his diſciple froma corporall death : much mote: | 
will he take care, to free you from the death} [| 
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paſſes betweene Chriſt our Lord, and you. Be-| {| 
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{{de-want-of baſe, and bloudie executioners,the 
[| |devills come, in their place, who are both more 
| }{cucll, & arenot ſoſoone wearie, as the other;. 
{and with grates of iron they torment you; and | 
| {|thorein the ſoule, then inthe bodie ; and you 


{tbe love of Chriſt our Lord, ſince youare mar- 
| [trized for his ſervice. | 


, (© """_—_— 
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[hauing had their fleſhTtorne 
[forthe loue of their Lord. 


[ſue's fide , and therefore doe they mole this 
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Conlider, that euerie louer, is ro endure 
ſomewhat, which may declare himſelf, forthe 
loue of his beloued. And ſince youare entred 


but conſider, how great things, euch weake 
woemer+ haue endured for Chriſt our Lord. 
Some by fire, others by ſcourges, and others by 
Nom their bones; 
md they held, themſelues happy in ſuffering 


into the warre of Loue, do not c——— | 


Now you alfo ſuffer for him.” For if you: 
would forſake him, your enemies would not 
ee you; but youare paſled ouer to Io- 


warre againſt you. And if amongſt men, there 


areto eſteeme, that you are in martyrdome for 


| , | : | | 
| Do not omitt your denotions of Confel- 


fon, and Communicating, though you ſhould 


{Geit without any great ſenſible appetite, and | 


[though the deuill ſhould ſeeke to hinder it, as | | 
tis wont to doe, fo farre as to ſtrike your | 
tongue dumbe, ſo that you cannot Confeſle | 
Jour linnes, as likewiſe he giucsyou to beleine, |; 
that you hauc eaten,atſuchatymeinthe night, | 
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[it fo you may not Communicate the mor- | 
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” griefe; and that weare toenter,, into the kingdomedf|| 
heauen by many tribulations. Where, forone onely| 
houre that you may ſee God in his beauty: ou 1 


ning after. Treade that enemie of yours vndet- | 
foote, with all his craft: and pray to our Lord; | 


| vponthe Croſſe; and take thar Crofle in your 


companie - and armeyour ſelf therewith; ; and: 
ce, that if our Lord were pleaſed, that it ſhould 


content therewith, And how much the deeper. 


him. . 
Andremember, that there! is no lower. wirhoul 


would thinketwo thouſand yeares of that uy 
ferance, to whichnow you are ſubic&, tobe 


not cowardliein ſuffering nor tepide i in-lt 
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offer your ſelf ſo truly to anie ſtate of ſufferan- | 
laſt vpon you all your life, you would yerbe! 
you ſhall caſt your ſelf into. his will , ſo much] 


the more ſpeedily, will he relieue you. For he|| 
drives notthem from him, who ſtriye rowards I} 


well employed. And fince God isto carrie "1 
chither, as you haue reaſon to hope he will; ;be 1 


For he ; who dyed for you, andcalled youtd: | 
[i himſelf, will not forſake you. I beſeegh _— Þ 
| be-your comfort. Amen. (| 


\ 


EPISTLES. 


jy = 


'} | 
»h $ 
oO w 
. + 


- Ep. 3I. 249 
EIRURELIRIREGOGELRIE RIRIEGIOT 


4101.4 Letter of tbe Author to 4 perſon , who was much 
1] | - of fefted, far feeing thathe profited ſolule inwvertue 
1d _ Hee teaches the difference berweene {elf-loue, & 
vel | |. the Joye of God; end bow he 15 to doe all things, 
| forthe loue of God, and nothing in conformuty | 
11 |- uwed __ loue. : = | 
411 Ti POuCe WY our lord Teſws Chuiſtremayne | | 
[1] * wich you. Theroote of all our miſery,is ſelf- | 
{{bue; as on'the! other fide ,” the loxe of God, is the | 
[roote of all our felicity; and ſo, as that he whoe 
Toues God; meets with nothing; which hecan | 
[properly be ſaid ro ſuſfer; (becauſe he ſeekesno- | 
|thing but the will of God: ; 'andtherein alone 
{doth berdelighr ) foe he whoe lohes himſelf, firids | | 
1 _—__ to bee to hard, andto heauy, for him , 
and he is cuer rormented, with thevariety, and | 
[trouble of accidents. True repoſe doth not con-} | 
liin any thing;burtin deſiring little for the loue | 
{of God, or rather noe onething: andto coritent| 
|kimſelf, withany thing for his fake to whome | 
|| wee offer, and preſent, asmucli; vs wee forbeare| | 
{| wdefice, for the loue of him. And if God will} | 5 
[|vouchfafe, to open our eyes, tharſo, with Panid} P/a. | > 
{| Wremay confider the wonderfull things of his lave; | 118. |, © 
| weeshalfinde, chat not onely there is daunger 
| | banging ouer vs ; through thisfelf lene, in thoſe 
{things which are playnely mnderoffely viſible; 
i | demeriour? but more, and much more, cuen | | 


= — —Y F : 
LALLY mand 5 
_= 


- 
1 Hor 
»- =, _ 
+ "fea: 
_ 


© mmaanaatnd 
o 
het. 


| 250 


SPIRITVALL Ep. 


i. 


— 


5 
'S, 
FY 
7 
8&5 
#*] 
q 


mee, what thoſe thingsare, I ſay thatthey are] 
nocother, then vertnes; the peace of ſoule;the king. | 


dome of beauen ; yea and euen our lord himſelf, ||| 
And thus you may ſee, how great our daunger} || 
is; ſincethere is daunger, euen in that, whichis| || 
ſecurity, and how greatthe miſcheif is of proper, | ||| 
and inordinate lone; lince the ſtinge thereof, thrus| || 
| ſes ir ſelf, into ſuch holy things. Not tharit is |||! 
| abletomake themill, ( for that it cannor doe)|||t 
| but in regard that by cauſing vs to deſire good[ [|| 
rhings, as our owne lait end, and for loue of our} F 
ſelues, wee make our ſelues ill; fince wee inven} | 
that order , which the love of God preſcribes;Þ[| 
which-is, to loue that, which is good, andour}|}| 
ſelues'withall,f or the ſeruice of God, and for his| [| 
 loue, and all thisin the ſame manner , and with|'J| 
-the ſame meaſure, which is beſt pleaſing to his, | ||! 
| Divine Maieſty, | Wal |: 
The loue of God doth not confiſt ( whatſoever]: [| 
' wewill needes be ſaying ) inthe deſire of muck] ||! 
vertuc, noe nor euen of God himſelf, if it be in-[' | 
ordinately done, and with excefle of afflition,as| I]? 
wee are wont to deſire otherthings.. For ifIbe['] 


r 


| 


in thoſe other things, wherein, many thinke:||| 
thattrue ſanctity doth conliſt. And if you aske||| 


PT. 


4 
* 
s 
4 
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' mouedfor thelowe of God, todefire ay thing, my} || 
maine deſire, to haue that thing, muſt bee to ha«|| {| 
ucir, if Godwill; and how, and when, andto}. 
what proportion he will, and notto bee greedy]. 
| of it for my owne good, butto the end, thatthe| J| 
will of God may bee'accomplishedthoughbis| I 
pleaſure were, that my ſoule should remayhe | ; 


| _ rn I ay hae his pleaſure should: 


ot 
EX 


[I [that ic may bee prepared , to will any thing, 


—_ 
AAS, Sl 


CY 


[mannec of exception. For if our owne ſelf- lone | 
rl 


[[/terche chingis, which wee delire, For , in theſe 
||chings, as ſeeming to bee very ſafe,a manis wont 
[[|textcnd his appetite as farre as he liſts. And 
[{[wbileſt wee ſay, that wee deſire the love of God, 

| {}yee are full of ſelf-rove which'makes vs deſire 


1 Lacife was the firſt, whoe committed his fine; 


! 
F 
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ibeſo, for indeede it is Hh But, at the leaſt, our 
will maſt ſve be lodged, in the will of Caicos 


Imhich God would haue vs will', without any 


bee aliue in vs, that miſcheif is ſo much'the 
wors,and more inward, by how much the ber. 


him, for the lowe of our ſelues, without any rule or 
meaſure ; whereas , it ought to bee, luſt the 
contrary. 

| I remember ſome Dodtours tell. mee, that 


| [/30r when , nor in whome, nor for whome, it 
{|[1asfire chat he hould haue defiredi it, but with }. 
[/ynbridled apperite, which aymed: at hisow- 
1/u Wn good, asany couetous wretch, might 


of 
_—- 


WE more daungerous i is the inordinate deſire 


how the thind which he deſired, was good 
ely felrcrty , but that he deſiced ir not how, |, 


emuch pelfe., or any ambitious man much. 


ing ode and the ſame thing be different, 
| [rok it ſelf which is matcrialy deſired, falles | 
J\Mtafter a ſorte nor to be the ſame. But rather | 
(3 1fayd before ) the bettertherþiog ir (elf is, | 


bonour.Certainely, if the ends and rootes of our | 
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| thereof, For there is nothing worle, "= 
man to defire any thing,ashisownelaft end, foy| 
| the love of himſelf. This laft end is that ſentrayy \ 
Good of Goods, which is God, whoe ought tohi 1 | l 
che ayme,andendof all our deſires. And now,jflf 
any should ſay ( by not vnderſtanding wall | 
what I aficme ) Ny. I ſceme to teach thay | 
muſt not be feruett, in defzring ro becomemote | 
and more vertuous ; but chat wee mult as well lil 


leaucall toGod, which belong to the ſoule, | 
ll 


that which concernes the body: my anſivere k s 

That asin theſeexteriour things, wee mu ef 
diligent, but not afflit our ſelues with xceiſe®s Fil 
care,and anguish, but muſt putrour {clues wh with 
ly,into the hands of God, and cake wich parietid [} 
| ce whatſoeuer comes: fois thoſe things, which i [ 
importethe ſoule, wee muſt be ſure, ro be'nibyſ] 
rediligent : bur. yet with condition, thar if notdff 
withſtanding otrf ditigence, wee cannot hautfff 
all wee would, wee mult not ſuffer our ſcluestd At} 
growe impatient, ' For that would be .a wor | 

fault, then the former, which'gaue vs ſoe nic ith 
crouble.. But wee miſt orae our felt wes] [ 
wholy,to the will of God ; ro. whome hum-J 
lirty , and patience in the midſt of our ail-J} 
ties, is more pleaſing , then '#' proud dead} 


* Sf 


tion ',. and” complacence , in the ftrengt alſ 

which wee conceane our ſelues to have; "0 il} 
'Andif wee cannot obtayticar the hang nl a 

God, that wee may live withour faults © ye4vr 


lett vs render him moſt hamble thankes, P. 


% 


having given vs the knowledge of them, Fob 
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[was as perhaps any other thing , the perdition of | 

by Ithat proud Phariſce, but the cotentment, which [ Luc,18.; 
; [| | he rooke, in his owne good workes 2 And did | 
hy thing fave the Publicane, but the know- 
lſ edge which hee had, ofhis Bl deedes: and the. 
il [dif iſpleaſur which heconcemed againſt himſelf 
f Wn ,defiring mercy of our Lord ? Itisnor 
Aſ[the caſe of euery one, to conſtrue humility , in 
+1 | middeſt of great vertues; but there be very * 
Alikw, whoe arenot diſguſted with their owne 
Ilaulte's, And therefore, though the former of 
pjeacle two. wayes ,, be higher : yet the later is 
Iter. All which is diſpenſed by our God., who 
ſſ6- ſoueraigne wiſedome; and who. guides VS 

by ſcuerall. wayes, to the ſame end, which is 

kmlelf. And though wee be neuer ſo couctous, 

164] mee thinks this ought to ſtay our ſtomach with 
os of comfort ; tharwee may hopeto 
to heanen ; whether i ir be, with the height, 
und ludperfection of yerrue, as ſome goe: or by the 
< j&nc nowledge of what we want,and docirig pen- 

F Al: nce fortheiſame, as many. others doe, 

ell ; But notwithſtanding all chis, wee mult not | 

1 |for tbeare. to imitate the: . beſt wee ſee-: ſince 

ll s Lord:hath giuen vs 2 delire thereof: and 
lace an account is to be demaunded of vs; | 
Al |weedoe je,not. Wee mult therefore deſire; 
"ih ſpbe deucer,, {ſoc thar yer. withall wee looſe 
[{Por-our/inward: peace ) though wee obrayne 
Nall wee delite. : For otherwiſe, I doetior' 

that eyer there was aman.,in the world 
£: ewving him onely alide , whome every |. 
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_ | he” ſhould not wholy doe, it is better c6Y 


body knowes ) who deſired not to be better] Il 
en he was ; bur yer this did not takerheinglh] 
peace from them , becauſe they deſired no ll 
thing out of any particular appetite , which al ll 
neuer confeſſes that it hath enough; ; bur onely]] 
for the loucof God, with whoes diltribution 
and portion , they would be well content; 
though he gaue them lelle; eſteeming that ) | 
bee true loue , which contents it ſelf with 
what he oiues ; : more then to deſire to hay 
much ; though ſelf-lowe tell vs, that wee deſire 
it, bur forthe ſcruice of Almighty God. | 
And for my part 1 beleiue, that there is 
noe peace to be had in this world, bur by p# 
tience, Nor doeT thinke; that it is true pa | 
ce, whenaman is content to beare, wich uh 
neighbours; if withall , he be not content't 
beare with himſelf. Not totheend , that y| 
muſt fayle to puniſh, and to mend his faultes 
but that his hart may notbe deiected, and ht 
vnreaſonably afflicted ; and that wha Del »l 
happen, hee may bee able to keepe himl 
content , both within, and withourt ; ny lk I! 
that yet withall (as I was ſaying )| he Qill & 
his diligences, to mend himſelf, Which rel 
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bee ſorry for it, and that inſtantly he riſe yp 
with new alacrity; - which vies roencreaſe, f 
doubleour ſtrength; then that, whileſt hect 
 ceiues himfelf to lament his faultes; for the 
 6f God; he ſhould indeed diſpleafe the ſame! God 

| by ſeruing him with a ſowre Lind of hart{s 
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wich fallen wings,and ſuch otherbraunches as | 

eto riſe from this roote. Lerthe Concluſion 
A. berhat, which S. Paul deliuers. Let vs frequent 
>| | ayer , in all things ,gtning thanks 10 God, and ſoe || 
yl Fee 5b be ſure ts doe well Qur Lord leſw bee 
wit wich you, and with ys all, Amen. + 


ll [4 i athoy to-a C. cakes ha freind is 
weſ| | rein be teacheth how the «fflifions 
Il} which God i ſendes zo ba ſerua nts 
are to put good men in hope 
and wicked men in feare. 


| 


P Hankes be giuen to Chriſt our lord for bs 

uing, made you a partaker of painc and 
ſrouble for it is the molt certaine title to. hea- 

Tf ſuenwhich can be had ypon earth : ſince irdoth 
"F{j{crable vs to be like our lord who deſcended 
x{{ {from heauen to giue vs light thar we might loue 
gt | | kim, and ſtrengeh by his.example, and grace-by 
{ſas merites, Ler not the diſpenſation ofthe wor- 
$101k of God ſeeme cruelty in your fight: for as 
{the rewarde which he giues is nor light foe 
*[{jpeither muſt the meanes be light whe it is | 
Gdoobreined, Nor is there any thing further- 
ſfrom being a macter of royes or ieſt then that | 

b our lord hath prepared far ſuch 4s lone him. | 

Now ro che end that this may be knowen and | 

hot wall vnderſtoodi it is fitr that they who : are to | 


A—_—_ _ 
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ic ie any be: foe treated as he. was thatſo 
chvepvcld may be-vnbeguiledif ir ſtill concei ll 
thatby huing in ieft they are toentoy that great Tas | 
reward.in earneſt... 44 
Our lord gives adaiſe to his ſcruants ;1 

 hethreatens ſuch as will needes be ea to 
| him, For tothe former ſorte of nien he ſaith that [! 
they muſt thinke highly of his rewarde : fine 

he will notgiueit but ypon high tearmes, Aalff 
as for theſe other he askes themi how they: 
| thinke toeſcape the tigour of his handes; theyſif 
| whoare his enemics3/ince even his childrenbe ; I, 
| ſtrictly treated who are yer elected for ſoe greatffih 
a good, If wecaſt our eyes rowardesthis bear | 
of rigour and. iuſtice which ate'the. affliction 
w hereof we now ſpeak, we hall fiade thatth 7 
conteyne greate occaſions both of -hope*and 
| feare. And on che one fide the mercy of- Godly 
much-glorified thereby and his ivi{tice on hep 
| other: Ler croublc- expe co finds repoſe andler 
lim feare affliction hercafcer whodothnorfe " @ 
itnow. For ſince-in-any man how iuſt ſocuerfi 
he!be there are many-thinges which' may. e-[ Jt 
{eruep nishmene chouph-notin hell: ( andehigh6 
puUriis mear-is-ro'be perfonally' indiited if i 10 i 
rt purged with :{60jgrar-an excelſt of —_ Sp $4 
thac che conrritiori' may ftend-for the punizhs 
menit:as it did 16-5; Mary Mazdaley and-fo me! 
otheqsitisplainerhat cy ther heere or in pury Fy 
tory they maſt. paſle- throach fire; And- thou gh 
they who findenoritithemſclues ſoc'great hows 


F 


| - Gat. as to cafe this oreife which may; {toOpmur 
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ira ſatisfaction, may thinke perhaps that they 

e | Ireeiue hard meaſure i in beeing ſaued by fire | 

xf{{whilſt others hall be ſaued withour ir yer in- || 

Fiked they are much deceiued in theiraccoune, | 

Ji | [For thegreat loue of Godeuen heere oneatrh |; 

{1 { hen men ſee that- God is offended doth cauſe' 
higearer greifethenthar ro which youare fubicR; 

eÞlknd thar truth' is ſcerie by rhis then when one |] 

i es Godgreatly he would beglad of the paine | 

7 daſaffer {oe that he might be free from thar |: 

5þ1 13 ich he feeles for the offences which are com- | 

1; [1 litted againſt God. And ar this wee muſt not 

Inder ſince there are perſons who ecuen to free 

ufrom he paine whicie rerein you are would in- 

re themſclues. : And this alſo may ſerue fora 

bofe that the loue which one beares to ano- 

& purs him to moretrouble then Gel paine it | 

would doe which the orher feeles: thar if | 

ft ſelfe loue another very much,” you would | 

tbe ridd of your owne paine if it were vpbn | 

Mndirion chatthe other muſt indureit for yow: 

weli proues as I was ſaying that it would | 

duble you more ih the perſonne of that other 

\ minyour owne, | 

| Now if the loye of a creature canxeach ſos | 

te,how much more will the loue of the crea- |: 

ir be able ro doe, i being, infuſed by the moſt | 

dy ſpicicr of out lord which farre exceedes all | 

the vrce; Andthus it growesto bea moſt cer- | 

WMerruch char cyrher in this fashion or in that | 

reis noe meanes toeſcape from ſuffering be- | 

ſe we arive to_enioying. Andrtellhim who 
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4 


ould complaine of this law rather complaine 


that he is a man; & that he was not made anar 


gell; and lett him complaine ag ainſtiuſticeag ll 
reaſon which doe abſolutely require that ye {ll | 
[muſt be obtained with labour and the cewadl 
muſt correſpond withthe yercue. 40 | 
\_- Butwho o lord whoshall euerpreſumen 0 
c6plaine of thee as.if thou didft creat themyithi. 
rigour?lince inſtantly thou ſtoppeſt their hy 
thes with NEWEng that thou ſo loued the wa 
as to giue thy onely begotten ſonne, to _ : l 
that in the ſtrength of theſe afflitions and loj 
rowes and death which they chargedvpon ni 
the world might eſcape. the torments of he 
and might triumph in heauen, W hol ſay ola | 
willpreſume to complaine when ke ee il 
beſt belouedfreindes to be ſoe. ſeuerely. han Ml ll | 
led, and obſerue that in thy court it is bardWlſ 
fay which of theſe two haue. the pre-cminend(ſ: ll 
eyther afflictions orfauours; andrhat ir wasla 
by chy commaundement to one of thy fauout 
res. Bucauſe thou wert accepted hy God it was net [Re 
ry that temptation sbould try thee. F by 1} 
Doe not permitt your heart to (i ake'1 vada [ 
your croſſes but remember that: hererofore;j 
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haue deſired todoe and ſuffer ſomewhat fordl ( 
loue of God Gad us not deafe to.the deſires of gal 
hartes. He hath giuen that which he knew. on 
beſt for yau; andif you thinke it heauy conl 
that he who ſendes ir, will giue you $1 choulde 
wherewith to beare it. Thar which afflictes E 
haue an end, and that which gies repo 
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i through theſe warres of the, Emperourshould | 
WP [bauc ic faintely affected inthe warre of God, We 


IT: 
a'7 
ens 


f{demaund not of you heere that you should con- 


YI{4utawhole army like (ome Caprtainegenerall 
S{{buconely that you traile yourpike well & giue 
Fj good account of your per{6ne,,& of the = 
Mit wherc you are put. Benor a coward inthe lefle 
| joccation whoe ate (oe valiant inthe greater, 

$111 Put your ſelfe wholy into the paſſion of our } 
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* | that which may coft me myblood , that foe thon mayel 


t And chough our 


retes the ſonne and you may hold your ſelfefor 

{ his ſonne ſince he corretes you, Loue your fa: 

| cher depart from your ſelfe and giueyour (elf 
to God.Say to him I well follow thee thongh itbely| 

the way of ſorrow I will preſent thee with thisfafſe:| | 

ring. I will not giue thee any thing of little value; bit 


to meas thou didft to Abraham, Quia fecifti bancren 
os non peperciſti vnigenite tuo propter me &c.Now 
{ God take it ſve well rhataman gine hisiſonhe 
for the loue of God how much reaſon is it that 
| man should be very gratefull ro gol forthegi-[]| 
uing of his ſonne for man. And he onely |] |: 
deede thankefull for the benefitt who in re{ [ 
compence thereof giueshis-owne ſonne to'gad; 
namely that ehing which his hart wouldmoſi| |! 
{ betroubled to leaue and this becauſe God will | | 
haue ic ſoe, 5 49 bet 
| Conſider the true Originall of loue which Godſ|| 
did beare you, but ler it be with fetching thisres| 
ſolution from thence that as they drew blood] | | 
from him & gaue ſorrowes to him he may gim| |. 
themto you ; and as they gaue him painefoche|] 
may giue pzineto you. For infallibly if ſoeyou|: 
Shall anſwere to the ſorrowes of God withyoutf}: 
ſorrowes he will anſwere to thoſe ſorrowes dif] 
youts with ſuch a reward as slial make you elirs| | 
 eme your. ſelfe happie for hauing endured chem} 
hech beleiue not this yet 
muſt ſupply that defe& 8& you-muſt ling. Lita 


ſums pro diebs quibus nos hamiliaſht ann1s quivh 
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vidnus mala. So God grant it may be, Amen. || 
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"| | A Letter of the Authony, to « holy Religious woman | 

[| |- written in 4 time when. she was ſubief}'to ſpe | 
' | * perturbations , aud perſecations-, about 4"booke | [oY 
1 J 
f 


which he was wisbed to publish. 'He teelares | 
how sbe 1s to cary her ſelfe in ſpirituallthings; and | 


| | 4 
| | which1s the ſafeſt Way, bow to treat with God, and 4 
elf | to v/e that gift of Prayer, which chebad, © 1 
at i - 


I]. T HE Irace and peaceof Teſus Chriſt our 4 
Lord be euer with you; Whenl accepted, | | 
]totead that bookeof yours, which was ſent 
|me; it was not ſoe much out of any opinion, | 
{that I was able to tudge, of theſe things, which | 
| {are conteyned' therein; as becauſe T rhought, | 
|that, with the fauour of our lord , my felfe 
{might profict, by them. And I thanke Chriſt; |. 
that althought1 haue not read it with thar're- 
| |poſe, which had beene fitt ;yetT was comfor- | 
||ted thereby ; & may alſoe be benefitted other- | 
| wiſe, if the fault benot mine owne. And truly, | 
|{though TI mightreceiue comfort by reading it, | 
1} withour refleRing vpon it otherwiſe: Yet me 
| thinkes, thereſpe& 1 owe' botltto the marrer | 
$jit felfe; as atſorothe perſon who commendes t 
[41 vnto-me', deſpenſes not withme, in-forbea- 
[{fing to ſay ſoine part of what Ithinke thereof: 
jaleaſt;in venerall rearmes. -- ' $0 
{ Thebookeisnot fitt, tocome into the hands, 1 
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ſome partes thereof, 8 declared in others, And| 


ſome things may be profitable to.your ſpirit, 
which would not be ſoe, if they ſhould befol. 


and T will putt them into order, as ſoone as I 


| can; & Iſhallcafily finde meanes to ſend them: 
to you, Forif youſaw my infirmities accom-| 
| panied with my other neceſlary ithployements; | 


[ belciue they would. rather moue you to com- 


paſſion, then to apy; 
gligence, | 


gnes which true Reptes haue, 


theyproceede not from our owne ſpiritt 15. an: 
caſy matter : but to finde whether they grow 
from a zood ſpirit, or froma bad is more hard. 


— 


{Men giue many rules , whereby to kuow if 


lowedby others. Forthe particular wayes, whe.| 
reby God guides ſome, are not fitt for all. The] 
ſe, or the moſt of them, I haue noted downe, | 


ccuſation of me forne-| 


94: .. KY 

The doctrine of yotr prayer, for themoſt part| 

is good:and you may very ſafely belciue it: and| 
{ practiſe it, andin your Raptes, I finde theſe [| 


1d 
| The way of God's teaching aſoule, without] 
| the yſcof the zmagination, and without eyther| 
interiour, or exteriour wordes, is very ſafe; I finde}| 
nothing' therein, wherat to ſtumble : and &| 
Auguſtine ſpeakes well of it, . | -þ 

. Thoſe znzeriour and exteriour wordes , haue| 
deceiued many in our times ; and the exteriom| 
are the lefle ſafe. of the two, To diſcerne, that 


, 
q « 


| 
| 


4% 


: —_— w—__MAS BS Eo BE eee od RL oa ”" ESR 


—— 


they be ſpoken in ſome time of great ſpiritual 


neceſſity : Or if a man profitt much by them, 


they bee of our Lord : and one of themis,; it] 
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| [he is in tempration, or defolation': or for the 


[{®tinue any long time and with that interiour 


| |this, and that the wordes mult be agreableto 


{Aft, and if the ſoulereape profitt by them and | 


- 
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whether it be by way. of comforting him, when 


prevention of any diger &c. For ifeuena wiſe 
good man, will not ſpeake a word which 1s 
not of much weight : much lefſe' will that be 
done, by almighty God. And confidering both 


holy Scripture, & thedodrineof the Church: 
'your booke, or the greateſt part 
of them are of God, ,- = 
- That, whereofthere ismore doubt are the 


mentioned in 


|: | [imaginary , or corporall viſions , whereof you | 
| [|{peak. Theſe muſt in noe caſe be deſired; and | 
[{ifchey come without being defired, yet muſt 


{you auoydthern, as much as you can, We muſt 


pleaſed to conduftvs, by the plaine way , as he 
Goth his faithfullfreindes. And by other good: 
[meanes, wemult alſo procure to auoyd thoſe 
thinges. ee 

| Butyer, when all thisis done, if the vifons 


if the ſight.thereof induce it not to vanity, bur 
toincreaſe of humility ; if that which they ſay 
be agreableto the doctrine of the Church; if they 


Kinde of ſatisfaction , which may better bee 


Jam of opinion that theſe worder, which are | 


ecch our lord, that he will not ſuffer vs, to |/ * 
walke by the way of ſeeing; Vut as for the good |: 
febt of himſelfe, and of his Saints, that he will }: 
keepe it for heauen; ns that heere, he will be | 
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owne priuate opinion heergin: but he muſtin, 
ftantly communicate the matter , with ſome 
 perfon,, who is able to giue him light, This ig 
the generall courſe, which muſt be taken, in 
alltheſe thinges; & we may well hope in God, 


[; 


in the right way. 
demne thoſe thinges, y ip the onely reaſon of 


youchſafed are not perfe&, For it is noc new 
$24 | - "0 
thing, for the goodnes of our lord todraw men 
out of ill delights, and.euen out of finnes, (and 


conſolations of his owne as I haue ſeene him 
doe. For whoe ſhall limitt the goodnes of ow 
lord 2 efpecially fince- theſe thinges are not 
\ youchſafed for the meritts of the partic, or be: 
cauſe he is better growen in ſpiritt then andy! 
ther but ſometimes to ſuch as are moſt weaks,' 


alwayes giuen gogreateſt Saints. 
ſuch thinges as theſe , becauſe they arc. vey 


high: and for that it ſeemes to them incredivk, 
that ſoc infinitt a maieſty ſhould: abaſe ir ſclie 
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ſee noe cauſe why we ſhould flye them ary vi 
longer; Though yet, noe bodye is to truſthig|| 


that whoe hath humility to ſubmitt himſelfe 
to the judgment of others, God will not ſuffer]] 
him to be deceiued, ſince he procures to walks| 

| But the while noe man ſhould eaſily con- I; 


Gleruiog that the perſon to whome they be] | 


they great ones ) by giuing them very ſweet] 


And as they dog not necefſarily make” a man[Þ 
more a Saint, then he was; ſoe neither arethey]|* 


| But yet they haue noe reaſon, who diſcredit 


to ſuch an amorous communication , With. 31] 
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| andif he be love he muſt needes be infinitt louc, } 
Ihe, and ſuc h coodnes, i it is noe meruaile,if ſome 


| ules receive ſuch exceſles of louc, as maytrou- | 
| |ble others , who ynderſtand them not, And 


4 with whome he will : this I ſay, vnleſle ic be 


mag 


: 


mercy | yet from thencefetch they reaſons why | 
[they ſhould nor beleive them, from whence | 
[they ſhould ferchreaſons to beleive them; ; pro-| 
Tuided alwayes that there be a concurrence'of 
{other circumſtices, which ſhew that the thing | 


init ſelfe , is good. "4 


| what degree or point, it arriues, I haye ſeene 
| |many ſcandalized at the heroicall ates of the | 
[love of our lord God towardes his creatures, | 
{And becauſerhemſelucs are very farre from re- 
Icciuing thoſe fauours, they cinor thinke that 
1God will doe that to others, which they finde | 
| him not to doe towardes chem. And though it 
{yerereafon , that euen becauſe it is an act of j 
Thee, and fach love, as caſtes vs into admiration, | 
Tit ſhould be taken for a ligne why to chinke | 
{it were of God, ( fince he is wonderfull in all 
{his workes and much mote. im thoſe of his 


i 
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re creature. fr i is written that God 1s lou» 


[andinfioirt 700dnes. And from the hand of ſuch 


| though men may vnderſtand by faith, that the- 
Ire are ſuch thinges i intheworld, yet the parti= | 
[cular experience of this amorous , and more 
[then amorouspr ocecding, which God houldes 


pollelled , a man cannot well vndesſtand , to 
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For your part, my opinion is. that \bywhat 
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Ican nnd rate in your book e, yOu haws made , 
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reſiſtance to ſuch thinges as theſe , cuen moref 
then it was fitt you ſhould, Me thinkes t 
| haue profited your ſoule , and eſpecially they 
Frome made you know your owne miſerie ,and| 
faultes, and enabled youto mend them 1 finde| [ 
that chey haue laſted 6g, & thateuer they haveſ{ 
beene with ſpiricuall profitt, They incite you} 
to the loue of God,to the cotempt of yourkſþ 
andtothe docing of pennance, I ſee noe reaſon | 
why 1 ſhould condemne them, bur I incline te | þ 
bjoks that they are right. Bur yet euer with|: 
this condition, that you vſe great caution, and[} 
| that you goe not with entire confidence, oil | 
| cially if that which _happens be not vſuall with 
you, or when it requires you to doc any parti- || 
cular thing, which is not very plaine, butſab- [ 
je& to ſome queſtion, In all theſe caſes, & the 
like , you muſt ſuſpend your beleife , and i in , | 
{tantly aske counſell. 47 
L alſo thinke good tolett you know "chal 
though theſe thinges be of God , yet the enemy? I) l 
may mingle ſomewhat with them;& therefore| | 
you muſt neuerbe withoutcare & fearei inſuck| I) 
thinges as theſe. And you muſt further know|:|| 
that though they be of God you muſt nor yet|']} 
refle& vpon them with too much eſtimationz{#} 
| becauſe ſanRity conſiſts not intheſe thinges,|']| 
but in the humble loue of God , and your neighbbout.\ l 
And as for theſe others , they are to be feared, , k 
| even when they are right ; and you mult paſſe} 
fromthe thought thereof, to the procuring 0 of 4 
humility, & other yertues, with the loue of our |'Þ} 
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t 'You muſt alſoe be ſure not to ador6any of 


. Hllthoſe v:ſion's , but onely adore Chritit our Lord 


Y Ill ofany Saint, you mul} lift.yp your heartto hea-. 
& wh n,& to that which is repreſented in your ima- 
ne{i{(guetion ; and you neede noe more, but that the 
»ll | 
ſerpreſenced by it, 

Fo ll Imult alſoetell you, that theſe thinges c6tey- 

joed in this booke , happen to many others in 
hl. theſe times ; and this, with great certainty that 
||! acfrom Gad; « wile hand 18 not shortened,to 

e. [| oethar now, which he did in former ages ; & 

| [[disin the weaker ſorte of veſlalls that foe he 

Lu ſour be elorifed the more, 

1}; Goc you 0n,in your way: but ſoe as that you 

ie fieceuer in feare of theeues; and thar ſtill you 

Frasking , if the way beright, And giue thakes 

{pour Lord , for that he hath beſtowed ypon 

e {Pu the loue of him , and the knowledge of 

't Ip ur ſeife; anda loue of pennance, and of the 
| - [78 Sod as for thoſe other thinges make noe 
Y ery high account thereof; though yet onthe 

F wher id de, you muſt not deſpiſe he , becauſe 

| « are {ſignes which ſhew, that. many ; ofthem 

Jae ſent by our lord; and even they which are} 

x we, cannot burt you, if you aske counſaile, 

» I know not how tobelciue , thatI haue 
ene able to write this by any ſtrength of mi-. 
e; for 1 hauc none at all; but your prayer hath 

lone it. I beſeech you cuen for the loue. of 
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ref 
i Q heaven or in the Sacrament. And ifitbea viſion 


ge may ſerue to cary you vp to that which | 
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l: | w lor leſus Chrilt , to laye It as a a charge | 
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[po —__ yourſelfe to pray for me, For he knows 
{raat IT aske it as being vrged by great necelſ 
ties ; and I thinke, this word alone will ſuflg zo! 
for the obliging you , to:doe what I defy 
And now I begleauc of you, that I may endil 
letter, ſince I am vnder promiſe to goe wif 
another. leſus be glorified by all and! in all," Rf 
Amen, W 
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A Letrer written to a Lady, encouray mil 
her to beare with patience, theaffinN 
ions which were ſent her, © 
by our lord. 


MA: I would "00 aske your lad 
Shipp, what kinde of taſte the fruites 
the Croſſe carry with them, ſince you arefredi 

jfo aboundantly thereon. Our lord yg 
I will clymb vp to the Palme tree, and gather the fu 

thereof: and' it ſeemes that he hath taken) you 
ladyship by the hand , and drawne you vpw 

him: to the end, that if heretofore you wel 
vp with him by contemplation , to conlidaly 
how he fedd vpon them : he is now no | $1 
content , that you onely accompany him; | þ 
hauing compaſſion of his paynes, but he will 
haue you cate with him at that table of the & Fl 6 
| & bea witneſſe by exverience, of that whict a! 


—_ 
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»lffered, when he was feeding vpon thar fruite, | 
ef. 1 dare confidently ſay, thatthat (oule ishap= | | 
6:vy., which ſtandes. at the foote of the Croſſe of. | 
ſellthe Sonne , in ſociety with the Mother of God, | 
tilwho fed ar the ſame table ::and was ſuffering | 
ormenc , yea and was cuen crucifyed in her 
I Ffoule with him. For there is fota more accepta- 
Alſble thing in the cyes of the Father, then to be- | 
+Mhould his Sonne, and ro ſee them whoaccome | 
ipany che ſame Sonve, inthe imitation of his'af= 
"Mb&tion-and Croſſe, Lernoemandeceiue himſelfe, 
lor thinking that God is in Joue with fooleryes 
” ſand conceytes; or that cuery abſurd idle fellow | 
*ſsall caigne with him , in” his kingdome. The | 
Amour of God, is reſeruedfor ſuch as loue tri- 
ulation, No man $hall caigne with him;'bur' | 
"Whch a one as is crucifyed :' That , in fine the | 
Avorld may know, chat forasmuch as he ſetres 
data king dome at ſo higha rate, it is no ordina- 
; ly place, bur moſt abaundant'in treaſures, and 
ſſtohrs , fince God himſelfe is the glory the- 
Kiliteot: and chat they may reſolue withfresh cou- 
allflfge, to deſpiſe all rranſitory guſt , and td'er- | 
ouijareall kinde of Crofles. - * ** © | 
ſt How would your ladyship haue ont lord 
tfffoceede rowardes-you, biit fo a hee is wont; 
& JJ l will be ſure to proceede , With his beloued 
onf{ſvuldren 2 What would youtaue him doe/but | 
Hhj{ſeate you as his Father treated him? A s my Fa- 
rNer loned mee”, ſo doe 1 lowe you ,'faith our lord. | 
618909 now ,"if any man will:make-a pawſe; to. 
wigniider hozy the Father tteared his Sonne Ari 


- — ' ” ” 
— "I "I m_ 
_— —__ = —_— 


"my 


» CR 
& RR 


be” 


Eccl,1. | 


To 


| Can, he wil patiencly enduie his ownglſf 
| conditions,” bow sharpe ſoeuer. it may ſceme, 
Madam , haue > ay, yett a while , / for til 1} 
tempeſt will palle, & you will reioyce, than 
| had it, ro palle through. Bow downe thar nee] (| | 
of yours, to the will of your heavenly Fatbenlſ| 
for {o did Ieſ#s Chriſt our lord ,-when they palle + f | 
that rope ouer; hig head, 4 PI even: flead hi 
-necke,and hee, che while, held his peace, be lll 
 with:his-harte, and with his rongue, -throughl|4 
the obedience which he carryed to his. Father All 
What doth that haxd halter, vpon fo delicacy] ll 
" necke; and that heauy crolle, -vponthoſe weal | 
ke; and weary 'shigulders , declare to vs; ; butth} 
char wee muſt bee obedicne i in ſuffering aff 
. Fions, thoughthey should cuendefeate vs; adi} 
pluck our very Htartesout of our bodyes? - | 
Itis not iuſt nor fitt, thatyour ladyshipsh6 i 
takevpon you codiſpoſeof y our owne life; andf}} 
ro choole , & ſay; This I will, and thet other, 
will not, the-oþ haut; 'lince you ; have = 
your ſelfelo often, as the true {laue of our lord 
ro-the accomplizhment of cuery inclination 
his holy will. For it is againſt all reaſon , tia 
now you should 'yaſay that in:your. afYli&ipn, 
which formerly you: afficmed in time of. peact 
Nox muſtyou:'be likethat counterfected kinks & Il 
of freind , who in time of proſperity , is wail all 
ro make many offers., but when they. wowel 
bring him to performance, he vnſayes himſellt 
. War be 20 them, {ayth the (cripture, whe la 


of their luſferavee; imploying ſuch. per ſong; 


| EPISTLES: Ip 34- | 
bang weary of enduring , and expecting, went 
headlong with their hace to the ground , as 

[men 1 who would nolonger bearetheir hdowe, 

| {adam , The Inſt man lives by fayth, and our lord 

|| aw co be expefted., though be ſlay; for in fine , be 
Ipromiſes that he will come- . But if a man hauea 

Micdocke , which goeth too faſt, and if the time 
we al {ſceme too longe, before God piue the remedy, 
___ then be ſayd to him, which is in Eſay: 

Je who beleines , Pas him not be too haſty 3 - but lett 


lh || "9 felicitys in longanimity,as S. Pet ſayth. 
; | Madam , our tord will come and comfort | 
; all ou, The ſea is all in tumult, and the waues 
Jil needes drowne the ship:and ourlordis ina | 
Ixofound ſleepe, like one who throwes a ſtone, 
Jandchen hides his hand: or who ſtrikes, 8 yes 
[ltis he, who rayſedthe tempeſt, & theninſtan- | 
th layd himſelfe ro ſleepe. It is he and nopther,/| 
pill Ito hath deſigned your ladyshipto theſe tribu- 
pl [at ions, It is he who afflices, and woundes, and 
of | [without himnothing can bedone. And he who 
-Mfjhath knowne ſo well, how to ſtrike, and:hath 
{ene ſo diligent to affli&,, i 5now fallenaſleepe, 
-111y phen they are ſeeking remedy at bis handes, 
"11 jad the more they begg comfort of bim, the 
{more he doth ſometimes encreaſc diſcomfort, 
[{[And yer, norwithſtanding all this, he will have | 
Wn poſſelle 2 lively fayth , which; in alltheſe-| 
iz{eries, muſt not fayle vs. Andif wee baue not 
p A _ wee hall be ſure, thac when: heure] 
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' You may ce, Madam , by this | how liveh# ' 
our Lord vill haue our faith to bee , which ' 
may enable ys-to confide , inhim; bow frelky| 
how well tryed, and paſſed euen chrough theſf 
yery fire, For aschaſtity is tryed by thet tempa}Þ 
rations which are contrary thereunto; as hus| 
miliry is tryed by diſhonours; patience-by.af-þ 
flictions ; and charity by rendring good: for| 
euill ; ſois faith and confidence, made cuidetit Ji 
| whenGod ſendes ſuch aduerlities,as may ſeem | i 
to putt men in a manner, euen out of their 
nan and when he, thewhilehides himfſelfe;, 
and-ſeemes to add to them ſo much the mor [ | 
| as he is the more deſired todiminiſh them. ' 

Euen by this pace wee muſt paſſe ; if wet 
will khearethis worde fromour Lord's mom | 
Maith | © woman great is thy faith. In' this rao 
| 15. | wraſtling, muſt wee ouercome ,-if wee'w 
pretend to the name, and crowne of ſuch , 
are-perfectly , and ruly fairhfull, And wet , 
mult accept of ſcourges, which may lice "| If 
euento the yery ſ{oule ; and. yet wee muſt be-P 
lemerhar they are embracements of great, | 
render: Joue, © Th 
- = in, this which enceriiuc! may ſorony to teſſ 
the wrath'of God, wee thu beltiue hisdiuit 
harce, to. be moſt: peaceable , and his bowells| | 
;moſt-paternall towards ys, nor muſt wee ar-Þ 
;gue according to the feeling of fleſh & blouc + W 
['bur. according to faith, which ouercoimes ' 114 
fooles all fach diſcourſe. This ,, Madam, | 17 


the wiſedowe of the Croſſe , which makes @ - 
touic, }} 
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yiltbole , wich shurt eyes , ſubmicc i it it ſelfe to rg) 
91 ly will of God; And by thus not-iudging; bur 
bf wnfiding fo bim ; itgrowes wiſe beyond the 
dome of the whole world... For let him 
WE defies to know , and pleaſe God, nor 
ll pyſe his eyes, butlet hin chatb chem , with hu-- 
A Fnilicy ; and nor ſifte his indgments : and char 
I! wnchall arriue to true knowledge : and hall 
al ade that our lord of power, is entirely ſweete 
ell pwardes his ſeruants : and'doth then endue;|* 
i l} bp v with the greateſt bleſſings ; whentothe | 
eh gof echandblond, hee may ſeeme moſt xo 
ave forſaken thern, 
| Ie is now long agoe , ſince your ladyship-|: 
T% this ſong , My/beloued ts mee, and I to | 
, Bur it is now , that you should eſpecially | 
weit ; for theſe delicare warbling notes, are | 
ſelt be vſcd i in theſe tunes of trouble. Your be- | 
u| ſhud lookes vpon you, and takes care of you: | 
| cm alſo ypon him, and confide, in ſuch | 
«ll taker of care. He is your Father, though he | 
e-|{ſburge you : be you his daughter , in recetuing | 
df kkcorreQion , with obedience and giving of | 
Fykoks. And if you be in much payne; whilſt | 
Al bu feele the ſcourge , let- it be tempered, by | 
Wlidering the hand from whence it comes; 
FIFur beloued he is : and he-loues. you more; 
, r-F ls n' he is beloued by you. He correfts you 
al I th loue : & doe you alſoreceiue it wich Joue, 
t ſo you may anſwere our lord in the ſame 
Ine, wherein he ſpeakes, He hath a minde#o 
fy you by fire: do notfly of from the Cru= 
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{yble, whatſocucr payne ir may put you to, Fa 
| iris berter to become. pure from the vneleang| 
of earth, which isones owne will, and with 
to. bee broken. in pieces ; then to be Whol 
otherwiſe, ; 
. Sing you thus to our lord, Then haft nd 
| bertand thau haſt viſited mee by night; thou haſt ex 
mined mee with fire and thou haſt not found wich 
nes-in mee, For thus doth God purify his ele 
and he who is nor proued , and purifyed-thuy ; 
is noe Sonne, and sþall be noe heire of his, And 
for as much as it is now ſoe long a time , 6inclff, 
your Jadyship hath, ſoe fayre euidence, ut l. 
[youareþorne:to inherit; procure you. oi 
withreadines, that renc charge, whichis la 
-ypon your land: This inheritance is very. ne 
' and. glorious, but the heires thereof muſt ſufk | 
' much tribulation'in this world, They aretolWh 
' vntyed, andtaken of from the Croſſe heere, : 
they goe vpto raigne there : and men muſt 
think of goeing from one pleaſure, to anc * 
' The bulls which are of a generous kind w_ 
| darted,, and wounded , our of the Place; bwlff- 
 ſuchas are baſe and- cowardly ,r ;retourne hows ; 2 
 in'whole skinnes. Luſt ſoc is thegood Chriltinſf. 
who is to bepierced on all ſides. And whe \'l 


Shall- haue-enough. ro ſuffer , in-theyre ov 
houſes, by theyre. children ; theyre hu banK 
| and theyre freyndes , who. will by certa ; 
(weete, and and ſmoorh wayes, torment. hen) 

war ſerhen thoſe others; "ol 


| tyrants:, and; executioners are wanting , the Wl: 
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' Ic is moſt cer caine , that to ſee one ſuffer \/ 
whome wee loue, is a very knife at out hartss 
and loue is our executioner ; andthe more loue 
[there is, ſoc muchisthe executionet' moreeruell.- 
tyett lett vs not rurne away our face'from- 
ſhim, For this love, was the , execittioner of [eſus 
(rift our lord ; which putt him to more Payne, 
then all choſe viſible executioners; andthis was || 
Aſhe executioner of- his blefſed Mother alſoe, 
" and of as many elect, as God hath had, Iwould 
«l [hauc your ladyship prepare your headto be cuty 
f, and your harte to be tormented by this exe 
tioner ; and you muſt procure. to-fight ſtow 
"itithe preſence of God, andofall his.c@-" 
all court, ſince ſuchan excellente Crowne'|; 
Plot is prepared for you. Our lord , who'|; 
Rds you this tribulation , knowes the time 
hich i is molt fitt for comforte, and bee will 
uide it for you; when ir shall be beſt, In the 
anetime Þ beſeech him to gine yourladyship- 
tience, and to temayne "with you. bog cuer. 
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4 LIonter of 4 the Anthour to 4 Religious 1 wor n; all 
Who was his ghoſily childe. Of the mercy whig | 
_ God sbewes to _ as be calles to Religjon, 
of .uhe  exercices and obligatian of 4 Relig 
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Fi 
| EF Haue bicke hinkiog ſometimes, whine | 
our lord mighrnoterethis haue-taken you outfÞ 
ofthis life, tagiue you the fruition of himſelg, | 
|:Eor ro be aliue and toremaine ſoe long with ol | 
'leting mefinow! how your aig dorh, {ec pl 


ne, bur greatly reioyce. For what othertl og | 
canl foe well deſire for your ſoule,whichinol 
lord, I loue; as to ſeeit all employed, in louing| 
andin being beloued by him, This is the o_ 
all the paines which he hath taken with yo 
ſoule, and of all the favours which be hath 
ſtowed vpon it. 

| Tell me, O ſpouſe of Chriſt our lord, | 
 tyoudoe. Doe you loue him much, and d& doey 
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= hould birm fat, in you, ET TE7 2 15 Tok heater 
MW] feucn wounded, with the careyou haue; to kees, e: 
F[;{him content; and to ſecke his holy will hotgh, | 
[i bein contradiftioni of yout ownie?Por thoogh 
P11: tre lone of our lord, bethe ioy, and (olaceofour 
11:jfoules} yer, on the other ſide;it ſuffers chem rior | 

[torepoſe;butlifke »-contintsM thn tre, is (olffci-: 
ting and vrging thetn- on, that f5e enery hay, Mil 
they nay pleaſe himw home they foue, more atid: 
hore, For this reaſon yp lone, is dep to! 
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{th 5; hor' eg ly "how CE Fn, "ral Vie 
inourlord: Andthisis the'Þnd, of 5 Lojal Bok! | 
We which, itis feafonchat you be, ih perfarmance,,| : 
al {itfiiceyou are (oe ity profeſton; & fines, you haue! 
ſian inward vocation , to put tharit praiſe, fol 
Which you were called. 
al Doe not forgett the 44y, on whichyou ofet- 
| {rec 6d your ſelfero your fouſs bychehand of your 
WIPPrelztr, Nor that other day , whers your ſpouſe 
al | ſeonueye his hand jinto your heart , making' 
] [you vnderftand both your ſelfe, and him He 
| wd'in your fouke ; ler light be made: nd then all 
[S#tkenes ; ane ſortow fled away : and now, 
11 ſlke one who fees the ligheof heanen, you. line 
n toy, becauſe you know which way you may 
lvoe, withourdanger of falling, For wp ou be 
E[carefull ro Keepe thoſe dayes ih mitid, eÞ will 
[]fee , that by the fornier of them, you were 
boundto rage your loue vpon our lordakter a- 
Serge tn, 
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Tvyery 7 particular n manner, becauſe the conmat 
.of marriage -oþliges. either partie; to lone-th af 
other. Ande on the ſecond day ourlord ſhewed| 
ric loue which he bore to you ; and he gaue[ | 
you ſtrength to pay according,to your weake| 
nes, the loug which you oweto him. Forwha | 
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tions ? ard 
*thipg towat 


[fel erued tobe ener kept in priſen , #n wnſerie, 6fld 


may PHE FORE your contraxies z. and. pluck 

downerh at, ſrgy Golias; which. ts r_—_ 

-W] Wap pie ddesb 
ſerue Chri qur Lord. , OY 

7 Tt is not reaſon, ,Ifay,i it. is lth Be phe y gl 


| you. ſhould forgetr what you. QWe - Tot how 


Tod, hath enabled you to,pay,, And 
which God hath g given you s You are; ps 
.more. bound to ſerue him. For to: 2 0 


| woman is the codition of many z bur to.reggux 
'| ſoe particular lights, and fauqurs: from he; 


wherewith to ſerue our lord, is the caſe off a 


te, to the lawfull ſonne of that Wits of. 
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have) you out of your owne ſtocke, but obliga-| 


i" 


at meanes haue.you to pay: ay | | 
5 the coming out of deb. : you;l. 
Er pphiny ery creature: 3 - who el : q 


v3  chaynes , as Danid ſaith. But- the rich. jp | 


IChrift,, hath given you the plenty of his gag;f]; 
wheyeb y you may know and louehim , ap l | 


traille agtinltalinck Ine 4 


Abraham , beſtowed ouifes, even: 'vponthel ? j | 
| children which hee had by. leſſe principal 
F wiues : but, he left his 1 Cond and 1! 


7 who was molt beloyed; that wee'may TAL 1 
| derſtand thereby, the difference. g 2c Ins 
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4 1 : EPISTLES.  Ep4z5. 270: 
0} fof God , which hee imparteth, in. this life , to | | 
net f [{cucrall perſons: | | 
al] Our lord be thanked , for that your lines, - 
[[]and lotres , are fallen mto the beſt ground ;; foral- 
[| {muchas: grace was giuen yow , whereby to 
[make you. channge your {tare of life , and to 
+1 [deſpiſe the world witit your whole heart, and 
7 [{|to'deſpiſe alſo your ſelfe; and to obey the ſupe- 
WH} {riour , of your Monaſtery, as your mother, and 
« [{jto'loue all-your fiſters , and Almighty God, 
{more then the very apples of your eyes. This 
EI is that czleſtiall fauour ; which was done 
F{{you, that you might be rich, and well ſup- 
&0{ plied with all thinges neceflary', in Chriſt our 
&FfjLord crucified , and from thence-comes-thus | 
{foe hopefull and happy change , which you 
of }haye made, inthe manner of your life, and that 
5 [inviſible beauty ; wherewith your ſoule is en- 


16 jdewed. = | 14 $2440 | 
| FJ} And what now remaines , but that yow-be 
i jkeone, who hath acquired' great worldly ri- 
{{ches,and whoinſtantly entertaines ſeruants, to 
i J{xecpeir. And ſoeyou muſt be careful, to keepe | 
{that which our lord: bath given you ; leaſt'els ' 
{your ſoule turne beggar, after it hath beeneſog 
Ly jfich 3 which-is:2 kind of life., of more _affli> | 
{14 Sion and_greife , then. theirs, whoe neuer : 
| knew what: belanged:- to: tiches, Remember | 
{ [}Ybatyour fuſe faith ; and: conceiue that he | 
[ {14th it to you, as indeed he doth , Now-tho# || 
$147? whole: ; ge thou finne noe more , leaſt a worſe 
$1 bine happen 2o-thee.” Live: with a holy doubt,! 
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1\andcare, how you may keepe chat ſafe, which | 
| ourlord hath given you; and how yer withall}[[ 
you may gaine five other talents, to the find you| 
"| haue; and whether or not you haue onle tn your 
lampe , and that ſuch , as may bee able to kf 
| many yeares. And till che yery houre of yout 
death , let this worde ſound in your eartsj 
Behold) our ſpouſe comes, goe forth to meere him. Fot 
if youlive with this care, you will till be well 
employed , and you will not haue leaſure tg: 
caſt your eyes vpon qoy thing of chis life,” Fot 
this alone ſuffices to giue ys enough to thinks 
ypons yea and to'grow weake _— ih 
The holy ſcripture ſaith: , that this along}}} 
| is enough to breake our lleepes. And if-youl] 
have not this care ; I shalbe full of ſorrow for 11 
ie, For by the wane thereof, vanity and cal al | 
| fity doe ſtreighr enter in , and as many tals] 
| of the liues of athers, as hey make whota 
| noe heede to their owne.” And foe by li le] 
and little , a ſoule-growes to be ſeauen tmaſy} 
worſe, then i it was before. : * . ISS 
I expe not to receiue ſuch fruices , and for{}1 
full of bitternefle at your charitable we | : | 
but rather the. fruites of benediQion ,- 
| ſ[weetnes ; like 4 tree which is planted neat) 
| ftreames of water ; which, with the ics y 
| and with the fruire, oiucs that mana 
{ heart, who tooke care thereof. But yori 
humane frailty ,, you befallenints —_ 
gence, as It ha pens ſomerimes : fee that 
LT you wake, and I breeke of that ft 
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Fleaſt it proue*mortall to you. And beg pardon 
fofour lord , who is full of mercy, and benigni- | 
{{ty, For though he be angry with the defectes of | 
fich as-haue already knowne him , and will 
[puaish them + yet he driues not away his chil- 
dren : and he giues them correQion, not with 
{ifury, but with the rod of a Father. Goe you | 
{|therefore inſtantly to him , though you know | 
[[you haue offended him , for perhaps hee may | 
ue$hewed you his anger,to the'end that yow 
{]zbould: remoue ir from him , by your humility, 
{jaod purpoſe of amendment. He will inſtantly | 
{forgiue you, and ſometimes he impartesparti- 
6 culacfauours, euenas if it were in recompence 
Jlof our careleſſenes. > | 
|» Take heed you grow not tiff, and fixedinte< 
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{]pidiry., for this is a diſeaſe very hardly cured, 
[{{Andyet , ofrrhe orcher fide, you muſt notbe dil> , 
&| [{mayed, if you be not alwayes in ſoe great'fer- 
e[{]wtour as were fit; For you are buta woman, and |. 
v [{noe Angell : you are but weake; and not it 
J{{&wed with much ftrength. The greateſt cour- 
{itey you cat doe your greateſteritiny, isto te- 
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{I{waide fallen ; in the way (as ſ6int ctipple might 
Jhi{Stih aſlough of mire) with the bones as it wets, 
#1 4{&your ſoule broken through diſtruſt, as ifnow 
{you had noe more to dbe, with the bulines of 
Jieiig vptoheauen, fs 

11 Ourlot&'spleaſureis , that you should thity | 
[[]k highly: of his goodnes + and thar he drives 

them not away, who knowing their owtiewea- 
Knes, goc, and ſceke for ſtretgth, and reniedy at. 
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his hands And indeed our prideis ſoc vety greatllh 
that for the cure thereof , he lettes vs fall m Mill 
"times, to the committing of theſe very thinog{|6 
which had formerly beene very farte fromyg; 
that ſoe beingfallen, we may riſc againe, Ant Mil: j 
then, knowing by experience , what kindedf fil 
hinges we are, we grow.to chanke our lord for 
that which heis to vs., and from that time fofs 
ward, we deſpiſc our ſelues, & we begintolir 
withgreater doubt, and carc, and feare: leaf 
wehappen to looſe that , a ſecond time ;whi | 
had beene loſt by vs, once before. F 
Thus doth our moſtwiſe phiſitian, and mo v8 
louing father, draw our cure, out of our yery 
woundes themſelues; andlife, out of our death, 
and.heshewes his goodnes, by our wickedoy [| 
And though we fight ſometimes , againſt himyJJ 
with the weapons: of linne , which. giues:hi S. 
prouocation, yet. his goodaes ſteps our likes 
conquerour, and:impartes a thouſand millions 
of benchits to vs, : f 
Be ſuretherefore, that you ſerue this lord, wit 
all the force youhaue. And if hitherto you lian 
done ſoe, giue-him thankes for it , and if ye 
haue failed thereof, , ſee.you retourne to liigh, ih 
with shame, and firme pur ole of amendmet nk, 
Comfort your ſelfalſo Hs & the holy, Sacrament] ||? 
of the Church , they becing the remedies: which ih 
- he hath left, Andputyour ſelfe intoanew way 
| and now, atlaſt, learne to trip-noe more ypot I; 
that, at which you ſtumbled moſt before, See} 
| that you may be of their oumber , of whom 
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lf! Jour foule, And I ſay, that. fo looge as this 
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I faith” that all thanges cooperate te to te good of | 
la bem, who loue God. Foy ho wſoeuer they may fall, they 
ge not byuyſed to death , becauſe our lord conueyes his 
und vnder.them , to receine them. In the middeſt of 
| ef thinges, I beſcech you, call my mileries to 
piod., that you may obtaine mercy for me of 
ou blocd, And deliver my falutations to allchoſe 
eefons 1 in.,your houſe, who ſerue our lord, 1 


= | | x PORT RUE RUG RERERIRER 
Letter of the Author to a freind of his , whome 
” God bad called 1olead afpirituall life , by 


| Meanes s of his provenng. 


"0 thoſe many obligations into which you 
put me-by your letters, Fanſweare late,and 
LAad though I be confounded therewith, yet 
ope Chriſt our lord hath giuen you ſornelit= 
fcrumme, of Charity. Now the firſt condi- 
pochereof,, is ( by theteſtimony of him, who 
$i ore of i it, and who-knew' it well) Quia 
ns eft , That it 88 patient. 1 beſeech that 1m- 


g,.till you be enabled thereby ,.euen tolay 
vne your life, for your enemyes-, as-Chrilt 
wor layddowne his for vs. 

'6 au complayne of dryneſe i in denotion though 
& conceiue you. ſpeake-it not , by way of 


"o woplaynr, but anely 3. as relating ro aa] | 
tl, bues you, the diſpoſition whereitz,, you finde | 
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drynes reaches not to weaken your Jets 

| vertueit is noe ſuch thing, as ought to putty 

to much payne, For that which is queſtion 

; | thereby, 1s but the lofle of acertaine ſwetini 

| inthe things of God, though yer this is we 
{tobe a ſpurre, to make ſuch men quitt thai 

| ſelues, and to fly faſter on towards ourLoi 
who knowe how to make right vſe the 
And becauſe I deſire all good to you, wheth 

ir bein much, or little; I wiſh that youwalif 
endewed, with a Lowe of God , which wa 
both ſtrong , and wiſe, and ſweete alſo , ſince 
loue with all theſe qualities, isdue tobimy 
whome wee owe our loe. Burt yet , if hei 
part that loucalone , which is ſtrong, and wi 
it will be, becauſe he intends to doe vs othi 
fecret fauours, by meanes which are viknowe 
ro vs , and to vnty vs from our ſelues , and 


exerciſe our yertue , whereof there willb 
great neede , for:a man whoe treates wil 
him, who is infinitly wiſe and doth extra 
mely like , that noe man ſhould beſoin 
OWne Cyes. == 
| _ Your care muſt therefore bee toi 
low on , according to that ſtrength , wall 
Jour Lord giues yow ; for his grace , W 
not faile, And yow muſt giue him tal 
kes , both for that which'yow vriderſtand 
and for that alſo which you vnderſtand nd 
and in this doth your. ſafety conſiſt, And! 
you grow elder , and to 'haue more exp 


ence , of the very. little which any mani 
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incelible to doe , towardes /the contriuing of 
ttyibings , how ſmall ſocuer they may bee ;you 
jondinvill be confirmed more; ,. and more, in the 
Haifigood cuſtome., which you beginne to take, 
veg hould your peace. And you will perceiue, 
hefibat 2 buſines will then be well difparched, ] 
offliyhen wee ſpeake ar lardge with God , and 
dit 2 little with men, | | 
hel} This ignorancy of ours, is an vnſpeakea- 
nadipe-kinde of thing; and ſoe is our ſetting our 
waltlues out , andour ignorant Kinde of zeale , 
ceo doc good, And wee haye much, and much 
na doc, to beleive it , till weehaue bought this 
rmKowiedge , vpontheprice of many errours, 
neaich wee ſhall hace committed. -For' wee 
Wberit', from our firſt parents , a certaine ſly, 
ind ſecrert delire_, of a Kinde of diuinity, 
yaich cannot be ſought without theft, This | 
mkes ys. imitate our firſt fathers , therein; 
nd to deniecthat things may bedone , how, 
ind when weelift ; with certaine other deepe, 
ind moſt ſecret rootes of pride , which are 
Wuer to bee diſconered, without light from 
yen ; and this cannot be obtayned, with- 
wr much Projer, | © 
' As for the particular of choſe ſouls, | 
Which you deſire to reduce; 1 tell you, as] 
bd before, that you mult cortially recommend 
Be buſines to our Lord, and hope vell that 
jou shall haue good ſucceſſe. And be you not | - 
koubled , gr afflicted, ſince you know, that | - 
eu haye a father in heauen , who calls you | 
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cowards him, and he willbe your guide ;inthef 


way, Spend your tyme, at the preſent , thebelfiÞ 
you can, and as for: the future , doe norvagl 


1 
4 
F 


your ſelfe ; but make account -thar nothing, {ll 


but your 'owne negligence, cann take ( 
from you. Fight therefore, againſt chis þ 


gltgence 3 & if you ouercome it » you will find [| 
by experience , that the Exchannge or But { : 


is a yery. Cell to you;; and , that buf ues is but| 
as a Riuer , which may frae to waſh yo 
cleane. 


ge things which haue happened to men, who 


had beene ſlacke in performing their good| id Wl 


exerciſes, -W hereby you might perceive, r 


| our Lord eſteemes it not as any ſmall infra [| 


| for a man to be a Lunaticke; ſomerymes doeing i 
his duty, and ſometymes, not. A cleare ſignei 

is, of a ſoule in ſubiecion to ſelfewill, ro doe} 
athing when the humour ſerues "__ che 
ward, vpon mere humour,to lettit Alone; CE 
foraſmuch as ſuch men want the abrnegation f 
themlelues , they are in fault, both- when'they 
ceaſe fr om docing any ching ; 3-and' ſoe a 


hey ice , when hey de i ; ec 
they live, butt- in themſclues, And the:pu 4 
niſhment-; " which our Lord inflictes yu | 


- theſe, men ,' is that hee is \rior; liberall *@ 


The way , wherein God hath placed you] f 
requires that more diligence bee 'vſed. then 
| that which your letter ſayth you vſe, concerÞ] 
ning the conſtancy of your deuotions. nd[] | 
if I were with you , I could tell youof ſtrannf}] 
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Mlhimſclfe to them , when they defire it; becau- 
SIM they are. not liberall of themſelues to him, | 
*Mlwhen he requires it. Wee-mulſt therefore be 
"Iffare , to aske pardon, for the little conſtan- 
Sf icy which wee haue vſed, in the ſeruice of our 
{Lord ; and to reforme our ſ{elues with an entire 
il0 refenanron. into his hands , concerning thefuc- 
If Iceſſe of our endeauours , whether they be mo- 
re, Or lefle. | 
#1} Take courage once to looſe your ſelfe, 
J{{for the loue of our Lord; obeyng that which 
JÞ the commaunds; and neuerJooke, vpon what 
2} fis to follow vpon it, - For whether it be_drynes; 
4 jor devotion ,. it cannot faile to be a fauour, 
i | {ince it is ſure to be-the pleaſure of our Lord. 
{And by how much the more , you ſhall be 
|} {able to liue towards the contenting of him; 
x1} [and to be dead towards the ſeeking of your 
+ jowne contentment, ſoe much the more bappy 
©} [ſhall you be. Spend nor time at all , in thin- 
lf [king whether. ir were beſt, to accept , or els 
214 Jtorefuſe , that buſines, whereof they w rott to 
{you , that without donbt it would be done. For 
| {this is the ſigne , of a hart not delivered vp 
+IÞ [to recollection, and-which eafily is induced 
|to' looſe. the preſent tyme , with care of the 
40 |forre. Forget it ; and beſeech our Lord, that 
| [it may not proue atempration to you; ſince he 
"is knowes your weaknes.. | | 
| And live without perplexity, or afflic- 
[4 |tion of minde , ſolemnizing ſuch a Feaft' ro 
#{{,|ur Lord, as that your hart beeing asked, | 
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 S$PIRITVALL  Ep:365 
what care it hath; it may anſweare you , noneat 
all, but onely that I may be foe happy, as to girl 
this lutle tyme , to our Lord. All that ſwarues}W" 
from this, is not ſound , whatſoeuer coplexion}ſ** 
it may carry, | _ « 
And heere it comes fittly in, ro weigh,J=® 
what it is , to bee changing from one thing to an«-|%* 
ther. All thoſe are effects of a heart which al 3 
bur ſlack, and not imployed about that, whe|* 
 reuntoit was called; which is, continual inter |} 
| Courſe Wwub our Lord ; who lookes vpon it in}? 
 eyery moment of tyme ; anddelires it tolooke|}. 
as often towardes bim , and to open it ſelf to} 
him ,. becauſe indeede, it is his owne:andto|} 
deny itſelf to all that, which is not God. 1 
O baſe abhominable man , in whoſe batt} 
| Goddefires to repoſe, and to giue it reſt ; andyetÞ [4 
the man goes labouring heere, and there ; and|\Þz 
God tells him, the while, that to the end hemayÞÞ;. 
findereſt, he muſt enter into himſelfe,and mult} 
dye there to himſelf; and that ſo, he ſhall findey, 
his true ſafety, & life; and that a certaine Sum. 
ſhall thenriſe to him, which will diſchargeallÞÞ; 
thoſe former clouds, and ſorrowes , & he thallÞF; 
come to vnderſtand certaine things , whereof: 
he knowes nothing yer. Hh 
Humility , and.diligence ate needfull heere, ſh 
for the keeping of our harts ſhutt vp. And our 
Lord dyed for this ,. that wee might hauv&hh 
| ſtrength to dye to our ſelues for his ſake, & t01Þ 
keepe oyrharts recolleted, Chriſt our Lord,! 4 
be your light. But take you heede of being} 
B he LLES detious | 
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lifcous'to knowel things: cenieerting- -Mencall. 
W0rayer, morc by: ſpeculation; the by ommpmre 

\\ Ir our lord; 18" thie- teacher of Infars-; 
TYaſcondit ſe, fra; epradennbus; hechides Kar 
| limſelfe and his ſcorers, fromull ww; aSare bur. 
[ _ wiſe, '- * .* 
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Ye reccer ofthe Anthont 1's a Candler 
: Whore het ſought to carry onto the - 


- fire of : eligion. 


\ 
Witch oreat \fſhes ire hardts be taken, and'| 


A a.man had neede make many turnes with: 
| {temvp and downe the riuer; tillthey be wea- 
h; chat ſoe through-the lirtle ſtreagth they ha- 
"ory the hooke mayquiettly fetch them vp. 
; | I's dtherefore-wee mult not meruaile, if our. 
Igiue you ſoe many knockes; contradiding 

: lt the which you had formerly its your thought, 
46d defire; - Ant the cauſe .of all I conceiue 
Þ without doubt; to be your owne proper will and 
Phdewenr; which be hard chingesto ſubdue, and 
4IUare ready to. rebell. Wee haue need that our | 
4 brdshowld tire them- out, with a multitude'of 
Powes, and should kill thent, tothe end chat | 
ef may noe longer live in you; but that we 

wy concioue in the faith: of our lord, andin 
edience to. his boly will : 1 would have ye 
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EY 1d whatchis curbe meanes , and 
rokens- of repgoofe.., whicli, our lord $ ul | 
you. For as. he4s proved, Who 15 an riligmſ A | 
| want , and growes acceptable to our lord there 
is he diſcommended, whoe vndſerſtandes' 
I fay not onely the wordes, but the: correGion | 
alſo of our lord, = | 
You mult conceiue , that there is nothing} 
which imporces you ſoe much , as to be ynigalſþ 
from your owne opinion , and;corceu.zandd 
Omnes ſapientia tua deuorata ſu , vt ſic 1 
Denm , e& de neceſSitatibuu tus (ibern te. Tins ll 
| your wiſedome'i is at a non plus , and that ſe 
crieing qutto God , he may deliver you our | 
your neceſli yes. For what [dolatry is moxegi 
1ndiciall,;then that a man shouldrelye vp 


-awne opinton?:And what'maziage cmd bf 
frous/ as fot: 2 manto-be married.to hisowitiſ 
will? > ſuch fcarfull and abominable monſters i | 
from hence, asthat they precipitare' him 
breeds hams into the very bortomlespitof ot habits 


If you beleiue not me ,*doe bur take order it 
|. aman may nofollow his ewe opmion ,jandal 
1oue his ane will; and then 1 will.yndert 
' that there shalbe noe hell for him. You:n a 

| mari offer your ſelfe , as: apiece. of.da 
into the handes of that Coucraigne/PeeryM 3 
Gy thatto-him,, which is wricen Fiftor naſe 
"nos vero {utum. Tihow art our framer , and weareit 
+ better they @ piece of clay. Reſolue that rave wel! 


-beſt; which. is Contrary to ,your Owne nt 
'F oro - affected is our. will, tharfor the of 
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eeflicaſon , why a thing is much defired\, a mar; 
wah{may ſafely apprehend:;, and doubt, thar it is 
[not good. For that which pleaſerh it ; 5s ill; 8 
lfybat confidence can he then repoſe therein. 
6h. Hauc great care-tp' conſider ; of the: way; | 
iow whercin God guides you; for you shall becalled- 
| Fitoan account thereof; And whenyouhauelear- | 
unFinedthis ſcience, you shalbe wiſe, in the ſight of | 
tafiCod. You muſt be enamoured of nothing yn-, 
UFiter heauen (how pretious ſoeueriic may feeme?) 
aJtbur onely with ſeeking the good pleaſure of - 
t God, And if it- $hould ſoe happra ©: cliat we 
mould obraine noe pare of that which we par- 
aticularly ſought : yer that very thing it (elf, is 
MÞallthe riches both of this world; and ofheauen, 
Wifor God is pleaſed thereby :and the contentmeEr 
weſot God; is God himſelf: and he who loues ir,lo- 
wi God, and hewhoprofelles it profeſſes God; 
*m Concerning thoſe cdplaintes, which you are | 
Wlimking againſt your ſelf, I well beleive, char 
you haue reaſon : ſince you are a'man, and not | 
tin heauen.And you doe wellto reproue your 
gfe; for by thismeanes the ceproofe which our | 
Ford makes of ſinners , may be remoued from 
hou ; which reproofe of his , would be farre 
ſnezter,thE we know how to imagine. For who | 
a reach-co ynderſtand cyther theriches of the | 
goodhes of God, or our faultes, and miſeries I 
eleech our lord giue vs light from heauen, ]. 
Where with to ſee theſe two abyſſes, which are | 
wilnhedifferent; that ſoethe ſight of our wicked- 
Ilſe diſmay vs nor bur that we may be coforred ! 
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r by medicating ypan the goodnes of our ur. la 

| For otherwiſe the Royteſt-gallant vpon e 

| might ſay well enough, Cor menrm 4enlignac 

My bart hath failed me , to ſee ſoe many deby 
| incurred by hinaſelfe, both paſt, and Km | 
|| beſides the danger of ſuch. as are to come. 3. ll | 

Liknow: apt. what we. should doe witht ul 

| miſerable thing, 'which is calfed Onr ſelves; ngt 

| why. we will take Our ſelnes far.our ownegl ell 
| ſtand charged with docing what we liſt. Laff: 
| vs giue ittto him ,, who will haue gooc tl I 
tolerate i it , and :i(lome ta conduc andcurf: 
it, And certainely our lord would thereby w »\l il 
| dergoe the weight, aa man may (a7, of auf]h | 
cad vnſufferable:burden , if his loue w | 
incomprehesfible. Ir-is a great help rows Nil 
| aur denyeing of our ſelues; when we conlidaſy 
that we are our owne enemies: and our wall. 
being ſoe miſerable , may well ſerue to key ll 

al 


' vs from being ſo couctous, to enioy on ſctue 
and co-make vs caſt our ſehies away. , and 
| ac our ſ{elues our of houſe , wharſocuer 1 it 
vs. And yet thetropet of the divine groin 
ſoundes this out in our cares, that Dawd:gooll | 
forth intothe field, as beipg,perſecuredwimnowh 
any fault of his ; ; and chat the poore people, w 
were much: in debe , and ſuch as were in avi 
| guish, and birternes of heart , loyned themlc il} li 
| ues to him, Bleſſed be out lord lejw., A | 
'who.is foe rich,.and patient in' 200dnes ce 
| tus fatherchought fir ro.rruſt ſuch poore shee 
[as we are, in | his handes, Bur that: which It 
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[that he, begging that we will be his, and bin- 
ding himſelfe to be ours vpon that condition, | 
| yet: woewoe be to vs) weſtill reſolue ro ſceke,. 

| Que noſtis ſunt, non que eſu Chriſti. Thoſe thinges 
| | which are our owne., and not theſe things of Chriſt 
WIT | xr lord: And we will needes poſleſſe our ſelues 
MIPTRill , without any reaſon ar. all., bur onely | 
UM} Ithrough blinde affection , and' without once 
#l{-{reſoluing to-rrye', how ſweet, how juſt, and 
Whow profitable a thing ir is, to belong ecnti= 


: 


Wl'\rely ro Chriſt our lord : and to walke in the 
»| 4 way of his holy will. Chriſt our lord giue | 
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wil 'm light in all, Amen : and be wholy with 
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gp Abing RdaGd of rhe Bedviewd whit 
| £ &Ayou haue made, I have giuen many hank 
j tothe immenſe bounty of ourlord, who " 
| ſo earneſtly taught you, ſoe mercifully found} | | 

] you, and ſo powerfully conducted you irw [ 
| where without any impediment of other en|{| 


| | ploymets, you may preſent him with your-who-|F| 

| | le hart, for a quiet & peaceable habitation, whis I 
Ss: 1 rein he may conuerſe,andtaKke delight, ashewſa| 
EW: to doe with his ele, Theſe are not ſlight f It 
fl | yours ; nor muſt wee paſſerthem ouer , with tf || 

| particular acknowledgment, and graticude, Fotp 

? | this, Ihould to be that ſacxifice, which our lord 

j expreſſely requires, in recompence of his fauount rs}. 

: | and for want thereof, he hath depriuefl ye | 

1 - ||ry many, of choſe which formerly he had in 

|parted. | 


| Soe we ek more eaſt you hauea Care of ol 
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|| as the fauour was greater *through: the great'| 
dangers which:ithreatened you,by reaſon ofthe. |! 
greatenes of yourperſon, & the maiy 1mploy- 
-ments which accompanyed you, in the world; 
{| | Andtherefore, as our lord hath not performed 
aleſeaR,/in!giningyou light, that ſo-leauing} 
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a al things, you may goein purſuicof hinz;then.: | 
{| [te did, in fauour; ofrhethree Migi, whomethe'| | 
-}] jenabled bya flarr, todoe the ſame:'you muſt hee: | 
if © lure,to adore God; &:to fpread'your ſelfall prom: | 
if | {rate vpon the ground, acknoivledging your!| | 
| [owne nothing ;/ before thar high Maicſty,and gir|| 


4 {mog bim thabkes, p from the veryzbortome of i 
;[4 {your hart;fort eherfaour you hauereceiued:angr 
bf paffering yous ſelf as an cuerlaſting preſent: $0; 
af | [fim, whoſe youre. by ſo many Titles. Axfor? 
b] [acl eſteemed ic not for oncoftheiecaſt ,tharihe 
i} ] {bath vourchſafed co ſeeke the lofb chrlde: and that: 


Z 


| keharh placedhim,inthe ranckeafthetn.; who: 


faemoſt honoured in his heuſe-and-all this, 


»[ [through his owne onely go00dnes,\ > 


. 


1. What hartisthere tn the world ; which would 

$| | jdt melt into teadernes, by the cofideration: of: 
| | {ach a fauour as this : to ſee-himfelfe. prevented. 
i [(Yy{uch a band, and ſoas if the-queſtion;and 
11 Goubr had beene; whether God's'mercy,or our; 
0} {Ailery.should preutaile : but he hach mightily; \& 
| | |ppilly-oucrcome.; And not being; contented: | 
| ||9-{end vs meſſengers, both within, and fromy 


' | 


p_ 38. 295.:| 


| 


| || YRthout.,  himfelfe takes vs by the hand, like: | "0 
[[}#tother Lott : anddrawes vs out of theplace of Cen. 19 | 

41 anger, vp the hill, where wee may be ſaued.. | þ 
a _— "or = F. 


SPIRITVALL. E "Fa 


'Þ Dae not you forget this goeing ontof Egypt ; : for 


things of God are ſeene. And: this de 
| of ours , is not obrayned-for.ys , þat-by the 
'] ſhedding of the bloud- of the; [ambe,, whitch 
| narh cryed one , before the Fatber,, withefs 
re that 'it may 'bec applyed: taour: ſoules, 
. | Cleanſing them from all earth| y.apptites, and 
conſecrating them wholly; to:the.debite:ef 
"hes: diuine lave;'Chriſt onr: {ord hatls beene 
| heard, whileſt hewas praying for you; as wee 
''may-very well/ belciue ; Giviog this fone w 
his Farber; 'thatſogof- welde.,; and:d1aſo; be may 
make; ir. pretions: 3 and thar ie:tmay bee {ert and] 
'worne in the:bexd:of Chriſt our! | Lord: 125) 
| fruite- of thoſe-:great afflitions , - hich bel 
|entored ; fot the; good of ſoules.: Great was| 
that: warre,' and-beeconquered therein; fo, 
cites ſoules tochis-:Father:, who: andy. 
afrer him\and adote bim; ins ivintis mans 
[poſt alum currankc: | O SE270 211: 14 0UR 
Prepare your ſolfe ro reopilng: Our Load, | 


WY 


|}. 


ready belonging to him ; you are'rhei ſpl 


| cultiuate, an&warter it, andmake irfrunt 
;O- how happy are you, PP you can but ig le 
| your owne.:happynes ,, -and conſider frod 
'whome, and:through whome $i it = 
| ceeded. | Beſeech him. , that fince he 
done you foe much Favour without. alt dr 


| iCisa certaine thing, whom: ,many wonderfull] 


fince you are redeemed by him: -you ave ale} 


! oÞ-fhjs victopp., a piece. of .lande. _ 
i which i is come to: him by' lott., uhis hen u\ | 
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ere of yours ; his goodnes , may neuer per--4 
[mirt., that your hart thould: ſcrue any bt hittt; | 
nor-your:eyes behouldany'sther beauty then 
ali beauty of God, who hath beene {g-g66d 
to. you, 'A preat- burden: itis, which ; « 

they have”Layd vpon' yot', it exch bf 
thoſe many" other burdens , whereof "rlicy | 
haue- eaſed you; For now, you are growiie 2 | 
deepe debtor ;*of a. moſt profound, ititermall | 
loue ; and of diligent ſet x ; 'to that Lord: | 
who hath eaſed-you of atteſt orher oblige | 
Lon ; and ginen Jon the- -Jptede', of "a ſta# ® ef | 
[rewith to 4unne" 3m bis + -Wayes Phitke you-vpott'| 
this. , and bee thankful For this, And. mce'ſ; 3. 


| you are as poore , towards ayk \b 
were ds cowerds TREP alin | 
make an: aQ' of renountciation * Sy alt:your? | 
| |poods,, into the harids &Fvuf Lord (Reſk" | 
| |chinghim, that he will acceptyou «IP, f6 w_ 

| jand-foc rake you vpon his &wne accomy : 
\ſerue himſelfc of you, accordingeto ki | 
guſt; and defirivg thathe life of Fyou, 5 
a5 ſhall pleaſe him baſts'?® - 2285: 29 | 
| - I belejue,, I hauc alteady (iy >tod witch | 
Il to foule to which our Lord is already ptx-' 
f > ng; For to-fach foules !' alf'humane [2] 
vt | | ourſe is accounted tedious, and troubleſon N 
and 1r- lth reaſon to be: ſoe:' Bir- the”? 
which, in our Lord',  hatie eGriceiucd ;af 1 
the cotmmandinent which your fent., rhat't: 
6 ſhould: write, -hane beene the reaſons be: this}: 


letter. 1 beſeech thar ſoucraines _ goodnes,, |.__. 
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begunne. 


yaur quality. And 1 write, 


yout ſelfe deſiredic,;and I haue obeyed youin| 


- is be carefull, chat, now :when, you haue ab«}| 
horred the Tytles of this world , you'may alſo] 
| abhorre the affections thereof ; and. that now:| 


you may paſſe wholly on, into that age., (| 
14u4:pater. Chriſiza eft,,, 
iloyd. Which conbits not ſoe-much ;.in whe-| 
jther, the time , be preſent or future , as itt doth|| 
in \$pixicr , which cometh after. flech, For as; 
ithe Apoſtle ſaith , non privs- quod iris 
led qued animale, That & not firſt which is þ 
Gas but that which is animal, And a 
| fore the fpicicuall 1 is called » ſecnluns futurum. 
fugwre yo 

| © Foe much the more care muſt you ki 
this, , as it will be more hard for you. zito 


it with moſt difficulty. And the man who 


4 *- 2h 


You ſee in what FLOP lam ralking) toyou . 
[ haue layd aſide thoſe Titles of hanour;;, and} 
rancke., which, according to the ſile of thel 
world, (now forſaken by you.) belanged'ta| | | 
as to one, whoigh| | 
hea eſtranged wholly Cencbg world; and| 
in ſoc playne a manner , as is conuenient-to a} 
domeſtick ſeruant of Chriſt our lord, and asis| 
'firt for the [vfluwiexw hereof you are. And fince 1 


| 


elit, fince he who bath moſt to leaue, doghi| 


_ 
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Ep. 3 I [| 
| which hath already vouchſafed. you ſoe much| | 
| fauour, that, to his owne eternal glory, ,hee|; 
may: finish che goed. worke: which i ic: hath 


"whoſe father is Chrilt my! 
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they gett., who, are. the, great men. of this | 
world , though they come not roknowse, it, 

wichey.purt Beni clues torynne,after others, | 
ho are before them. And then the faſter | 
he runnes., the more he ſhall feele ig. And - 
by. his owne experience, hewill be able to vn— 
[beguild hiniſelte,jn that which the world belei- 

ues, Namely, chat it 55 better to be great, then meane, 

andpogre, And ſoe I belciue, ir hath happened |. 
to you, if indeede you haue þegyn to; follow, 


| Chriſt our Lord; or atleaſt will fade it, when, 


you ſhallbegin” _....: —_—_ 
The thing which muſtcomfortyou herein, 


PL 


[is this, That , ſihce our Lord vouchſafed to 


take you for his ſernant, when you were moſt 
yntoward, & yncapable thereof, hee will giue 
you greater ſtrength, wherewith-ro ſerue him. 
now, then hee would hauegiuen to another, : 
who had not beene ſoe incapable. And ſoe' 
mult you reprefent your ſelfe before our Lord, 
| who hath called, and accepted you ; beſee- 
ching him , that hawſoener it may putt you 


|; | j*9 more payne, and ſhame, he will yet beſtow 


a 


that vpon you , whetreby you may ſerue him 
much ', {ince you owe him much. And con- 
lider your ſelfe, as a perſon who bringes but 
halfe that meanes , wherewith ro negotiate | 
this buſines , which another bringes. And | 
begs pardon, for ill employing euen your 
little ftocke , but yet with giuing thankes 
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F\hath moſt unpediments , is leaſt able ro runne. T6 
1[bghtly away, And this js the gyvod which 
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SPIRITVALL. Ep 
;| to our liberall lord . whoſe workes are oreat,[ 
rowards his 'poore creatures, That ſoe lining 
wich feare, and trembling, to ſceyour ſelfe ſve 
vnworthy of ſuch a place , there may groy| 
from' thence , a'due reuerence to all you! 
neighbours; carrying them vpon the toppedf 
1 your headc, and docing for them ,:as any ſlave 
{ would doe for hislord, confideripg how miet- 
cifally Chriſt or lord , hath-done the ſamets 
you, you may haue good hope, to-proue yell 
Fyourgreat baſines, if you obtainethatkuow| 
{ ledge of your ſelfe,, whereof T1 hauc ſpoken, And|| 
then'shallyou ſpend your life happily , whea|| | 
you hould cuery daye thereof , to be rhe lalk | 
| Chrift'our Lord bee with you. Amen, ||: 
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| | 1:3 29-7 
| T HE peaceofour Lord eſus Chriſt beeuer | 


, 


* ſciples whuch he had 4n the | 
Citry of Ezija. | 


with you Amen, Since I parted from your 


[preſence , I haue cuer had you all preſentwirh 
[me, in my memory , for the loue I beare you, 
[permits me not to doe otherwiſe. Giueyourſeb | 
Jues ſtill co God, lance you once gaue your ſelues 
Jrohim, and I wasa witnes thereof, nor will-I 
| [by any meanes, that you repent the hauing offel 
1red yourſelues to him, fince hee offered himfelfe 
{rodeath for you, You shall be ſure to. haue bar- 
| {tailles, and thoſe sharpenough: for our:enemies 
Jare in great multitude, andfull ofrage. Beenot 
[therefore negligent , for if you be, you. are-in: 


ſancly vndone, If they who watch beſt; hate 


{enough to doe, to defend themſclues; whatdoe 
you thin ke will become of wrechleſfe perſons; | 


but that they should entirely bee ouercome?-''1 


| Remenuber that the pleaſure which ſinnepre- 


ſents is ſmall, filthy, and sborte; and the ſorrow 


miſery which growes to vsthereby,is incompas 


|rably greater, What ſorrow. ( how great focher 


it be, can equal that whiclrwee ought to: con» 
cciue, vpon our loſle of Almighty God? O miſe- 
ty, which should make vs tremble, cuen in 


| [fearing ic named! For if wedelightin finne, we 


which it leaues bebinde is very great, andthe | 
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E > Who cuer looked towards Chriſt our Lord, 


any. Let ys therefore neuer draw our eyes of 


| Let it neuer ſeemeto him , that wee valew' his 


to our linnes. Let therefore our ould man dicin| 


uiour , dicd for ys ypon the Croſſe, Let vs ap- 


heauy thing, to part from our {innes; it was 


| ſhall haue noe part in God. Let vs therefor | 


conſider, how we liue, for we thall ſhotthbe 


led before the Throne of God, to give account] | 
| of our ſelues. Let not the vncleanes of thefleſh, 


nor the vanitie of the world, nor the ſuÞrility 
of the deuil , decciue vs. But let vs behould 


| Chriſt our Lord, ypon the Croſſe; and we ſhall | 


ſee him tormented in his body ,8 diſhoncured 
by the world, & that ſoc he ſubdued thedeuill, 


and was deceiued 2 Infallibly there way never 
fromy him , vnlefſe we meane to turne blinde;: 


loue oe little; as thar, although hedied for vs; 
we cannot find in our harts, foe muchas to bee] 


looking towards him.For he died for this, that| 


weeby looking vpto him , might ſtriue to dye] 
vs, {ince our new man, who is Chriſt our. $4- 


roach towards his wounds; for by his, wee| 
all be cured of ours.: And if wee thinke it a 


much more hard, and heauy for his ſoule to 
art from his body , when hedied, to the end 
that wee might euerliue. | 
Let vs therefore goe on apace, & take hart to 
follow ſuch a captaine as this ; who leades vs 


the way not onely in dveing,, but in ſuffering Let] 
| vs crucifye our fleſh with him, that now wee 


may noe loneer live according to thedelires0 
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Ye flesh ; but of the ſpirit. If the world ſhall per= 
ate.vs, let vs goe hide ourſelues in his holy 


[woundes ; and there wee ſhall finde thoſe inu- 
'[ries, as delightfull ro our harts, as any muſicke 


is ſweete to the care. Andſoerude ſtones wi 


[be to vs,as pretious Iewels; and priſons; willbe 


pallaces; and death it ſelfe., willbe conuerted 


[into life. O Teſus Chriſt, and how ſtrong is that 


loue of thine? and how truly doth it c6uert all 


nes, he ſhall never finde want of any thing, 


{which this world can giue, For., poſleſſing- 
|God by loue, noe good thing can be wanting |. 
{to him, | 2: 
Let vs therefore, O my beloued brethren, | 
[be taken with a great delire of gocing to fee | 


this viſion , :of the bush , which burnes and yer is 


{not conſumed, That is ; how they who loue |. 
God, ſuffer iniuries, and yet feele them. not; 
|how. in the middeſt of: hunger, they are full 


fed; how they arecaſt of by therworld and'yert 


| |afli&nor themſelues thereat, how they areaſ- 
ſauited by the fire of fleſhly appetites, anf yet |: 
they are not ſcortched by it, They arexroaden;|/ 
vnder foote , and yet they ſtand faſt ypright;;|/ 
|they ſeeme poore , and they are rich, They 
{ſceme deformed , but they are full of beauty. | 
They ſeeme ſtraungers , but they are citizens. | 
| |They arenor knowneto men, but they are fa- || 
miliarly acquainted with Almighty God. All 


VE, Ep. 39. 303 
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things to our goodas S, Paulefairh ; Infallibly | 
[that man ſhal never die of hunger, who isfed 
by this loue of thine, He ſhall feele noe naked- |. 
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is ſpirituall & holyzadmirts to Weare 7: Ce Slots; 
that is to ſay noe delires of ſeifeloue, He who: 


1 


| bulinefſe, 
Let ys therefore giue ; our' All that which) 


for that other grear All , which is Alrvightf 
 owne proper will, and let vs bertake our ſelues 
'yseſteeme all things as meer dung, that ſoe wee 
may poſſeſſe that pretions prarle which is Chrilt 


our Lord. Ando the end that we may ſee him, 


to embrace diſhonour, & labour. 
*Infallibly, he ſhall neuer finde hi 


this, and more, is brougartto paile, by the noble! ; 
Loue of our lord Ieſus Chriſt inthe hart wiere |. 
it-15 lodged, But -noe man can arriue- ynto |} 
this , valelle he pur of his shoes , that is to ſay;| 
his v»mortified affeFions , which ſpring: vp. out] 
of [elfeine, F or this is the root of death; as the 
loueof God, isthe cauſe of liſe. A life, which] 


loues:Chriſtaur Lord, muſt abhorre himſelfe;| ] 
He who willnort becruell to Chriſt our Lord; | ]| 
lett himnorbe c6 paſſionate to. himſeiſe. They | 
who. dandle themſelnes , ſhew 'vnkindnes to] [| 
Chriſt our Lord, and they who take ſoe much] 

care of themſelues cannot make God theit 


we are ( which God knowes is but « luile All)Þ | 


I; , 


God. Let vs giue-ouer the following of our|'| 


withdiligence , to-follow the will of God. Let} |' 
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'1n his beauty and glory ; let vs heere be content: £ x 


mſelfe de« |} 
ceined , who makes ſuch an exchaunge asthis: | 
' Bur when God ſhall come with his Saints, and} 
ſhalt come to reward every one according to] 


his workes . then will that appeare to/ haue 
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| [beene foolery which now is held in foe gIcaLac- | 
«| [|count; and then it will betheir turneto lament, 
o ||| who now shall haue ſpent their mortall livesin'| © 
4 L delight. And he only will be ayowed by Cliriſt 


it | [our Lord, who $þall haue liued;according to his 
«| [holy will; O how great, shall the ioy of good 
k | [| men bee, at that day, when recciuing high ho- 
nour at the hands of God, they $hall be ſeated 
g| || pon thoſe thrones which were-prepared for 
| Jithem fromall eternity ; and whenin ſociety of 
; | J|allthe quires of Angels they shall fing prayſesto 
| [|their Lord , and their God 7 O how great will | 
of \their ioy be, who sha{l behould the king in his beauty. 
hb] {lathe coptemplation whereof, they will be'ſoc 
+ [| tappy,that noe one of them sball bee 'withonr 
| [[menregorging,, through his being ſoe. full of 
| [thatpretious l1quour, and that ſouecraigne Balſa | 
| [/[###m, which creaced all good thinges, In compa- 
| 


edi 


| || fon of chis, all beauty is deformity: & the yery 
"Jbrightnes of the ſunne ir ſelfe is dire&t downe-'| 


|| "phr darknes, & the very topp of other delights, | 


$ : " -» "4, s «% I 
+. 3 hs very bitterhes of gall. And, in fine, (charP| 
e || 3ay-not reckon yp every particular thing by ir | 
b | PE) in comparifon of this beaury, all the things 


J& the whole world pur together arenatto be | 

Jfftremed for any thing atall, neither are they any | 

k L I invery deede. O eternall God, thou who | 

J«alt thinges; and yer who art none of theſe þ 

; | {Singes, and when hall that day arriue, wherein | | 
{ve may bee (oe happy as to ſee thee? whenis| | 

Ufis earthen potr to be cracked , which shuts vs | 

e] Pp; from'enioying foe great a good, When 
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| were broyled with the fire of loc, ro theedl | 


| I euen conſume thereby? O that, we wereall Fe 
formed? 2 O that wee could orowe, to be ont; 


from flying vppto thee, who art the true repoſe, 
of such, as are to repoſe indeede 2: Let ys noy 
my Brethren, looke any other way but onelyyy. 
pon Almighty God. Let vs call vpon him, in 
our harts, and let vs keepe himcloſe imbraced 
by vs : that ſoe hee may never, part from ys, Fg 
woe betovs, wretched thinges; whar $hall wee 
beableto doe, without him, bur onely torture 
againe into our »oihing, Let vs, now atlaſ, calf 
this world behinde vs, w bich yet, wee carth 
before our eyes; and ler vs.ar laſt beginntotrye, 
| how {weete our Lord is, Let vs1unn after him, 


heauen.it ſelfe, that he might carry vsthithe, 


Let vs goeto. him/, who <alg vs; and whodot 


| it with ſoe wuch love, from the ropp of 


| Crofje, with his flesh all torne ,. andeuen ahh 
'tharir might. be more ſauoury to our talze,.0 
that we might feedethereon 2.O that, wemig 


, and the ſelf- ſame ſprint w ith God... | 
' Who is he that detaines: VS,.2 > whois ht 
binders vs2. whois hee that deceaues vs logs 


neareto God? If ir bee our goods, let ys caſt them 
away, ifthey be in our power, if they beenok 
let vs keepe them, though opely as ſoc mudi 
dunge, which may bee layd vp with diligence, 


H 


for good vices : bur yet ſtill without any Jou loue 


tt ———_— 
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” Ep. 39. I 
Shall theeſe'chaines be broken, which hindery w 


| 


if 
who came runging downe towards vs; from| 


that wee cannot perſwade our lchues ro dra wi | 


. 


If [let vs loue them , but for the loue of God. 


V1} {foreloue thee, and let vs alſoe knowe thee, 


%1f |pardoner of them who are conuerted towards 


lf | tothee; & rheglorifier of them who ſerue thee; 


abbr FD "7 Sai detent. i. Y 


? 
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[at all co thething it ſelfe, If ir be our wines, $, 
I] FPavle lets vs know , that wee muſt haue wifes, 
as if wee had them not, Tf it be our children . 


And let vs even out of water bee able to. 
kindle a fire , whereby all that may be burnt 
vpp , Which ſhall pretend todeuide vs from 
Almighty God. Let the teares of greife waſh | 
vs; and the fire of loue conſume vs , and ſoe 
wee ſhall growe to be thoſe holy creatures 
which, were offered ypp to God with fire, 
- Qeternall God, whoe c6ſumeſt our couldnes; 
[and how ſweetly, doeſt thou burne , and how 
[f |dearely doeft thou inflame , and how delight- 
WT [fully doeſt thou conſume vs? O that wee all 
fl [migkt altogether burne with thee? Then would 
by | allour powers Cry ont, and ſay; O Lord who is like to 
1] {thee For whoſoener bee bee , that ſayth he knowe- 
Wy | thee, and yer lowes theenat , is alyar. Lett ys there- 


fince loue growes from that knowledge. And 
afterward make. vs able to poſleſle thee; fin- 
$1] |ce they who poflelle' thee, are foe rich, and 
11 {polleſling thee ,ler vs be polleſſed by thee,and 
{foe let ys employ our ſelues, in prayling thee; 
"1 | face «ll the powers of the heauens confeſſe and prayſe 
PII [tbre, for God Trine and One, the infinit king, 
Al [wiſe, powerfull , good, and beautiful], the 


We thee, & the vphoulder of them who approach 
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[|| Xthat God, of whoſe perfe&is thereis noe end 
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For thou ſurpaſſeſt all rongues, and all vnder| 
ſtandings'; and thou art onely Knownein per- 


| fetion,by thy ſelfe. To the bee glory, through 
the eternities of all eternities, Amen, - 


\ 
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A Letter of the Authony, to a Canallier , whowen|| 
70 ſtudy at Salamanca , where they made hin 
Recor of. the Vniuerliry. Hee shewes , that in 
the buſines of ſeruing our Lord , faynt defies are 
not fufficient , but there muſt bee deeds. Hee alſ 
Shewes the hurts , which multiplicity of bafinti 
brings , to ſuch as are but beginning 10 ſe|| 
Ged. 


FT Pray God, that both your goeing to'that 

Vnerſitie . your aboad there, and your 
rourne from thence, may be happy to you:you 
knowe already, that in this aftaire of ſeruing 


| Chriſt our Lord, it -is not enough to hanecet- 


taine faint deſires, but they muſt be accomp# 
nied with folide workes; and ſometimes. with 
ſeat, cuen as it were of bloud. And T-mnch 
feare, leaſt the difticulty of the way, ſhould 
f right you, and leaſt you might grow to looſe 
the ſweete'of the kirnell, becauſe the skinns, 
and {hell, is bitter. The gate & ftraite, whereby we 


nuſt enter in10 the Way of Gad, but after wee ate|]. 


entered, wee finde that to be true by experict- 
ce which is written, D4--m 1 pry (emitas aquih 


£34 
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|] tatis, quus cam inoreſſus (uerts non arctabuntur greſ- 
ſus tur, I will leade thee, by the wayes of equity ; unto | 
which when thou shalt bee entred, thy paces (hall not 
bee(fraitned. And then a man findes, that the 
yokeof Chriſt is not heauy to him , ſince he 
reaches not his had tothem, who haue ſuffered 
temptations for his ſake : and he comforts 
them who are in teares, and cures them who 

| haue broken harts, A happy affliction is that 
(though noe other comfort did ſuccecde it )! 
| which isendured by vs, becauſe wee hould the 
| ſtandart of Chriſt our Lord vpright, reſoluing 
rather toendure the ſharpe blowes of tempta- 
tion , then toenioy an illpeace, and to haue 
| warre with God. * 

You muſt humble your ſelfe much before 
our Lord, and lament your owne miſery,in the 
light of His mercy. . For there is not meanes, 
| whereby any good may come to vs, but onely 
by the fauour of heauen. And there is noe way 
to obtaynethis fauour, but onely the profoun- 
de knowledge of our miſery ; crying out from 
the yery bottome of our harts to that lord, who 
{dwells on high ; and driues not ſuch perſons 
from him as are ouerwrought with the bur- 
den of their miſcries; and who cuecn fwelt, in 
]thelake, ( as the Prophet ſeremy, ſaith ) with a 
| weighty ſtone vpor'their backs. 

I like well, that you reſolue to make ac- 
| -| quaintance with thoſe Fathers. For thar good 


- 
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opinion which they of your Citty doe now 
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conceiueof them, that haue I conceiued Jong. 
V 3 
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I 


vnprofitable to you. And I beſeech our Lotd, 
that he will be pleaſed to lett mee paſſe a little 


that away, though it be but to giue contents 


ment to you, 
The excuſe which you make, for hauing 


accepted the Refcrship of the Vniucfitie, is iult, | 


lince you were aduiſed to it by perſons foe 
well qualifyed, and ſoe many as > 


be not negligent, now that you are putt to ſea; 


ſince it was not without cauſe, that you feared, 
cuen ſoe much as to imbarke yourſelf, For my 

| parte, Iamfullof thought, leaſt our aduerfary] 
haue traced out this courſe, ſoe to hinder your] 
proceeding,inthe way toGod, which you were | 
taking, For many imployments ( though euen| 


abour good things ) ſhould not be committed, 
to young beginners; becauſe they vie, to trou- 
ble ſuch perſons , as haue not yet fert allthoſe 
things in order which concerne themſelues, 
And ſoc our Aduerſary hath done much hurt 
to'many, by this meanes , and brought themto 
the paſſe of fome poore little ſwallow, which 
gocs forth to fly before ſhe is well in ſtrength; 
and then hauing not power, to proſecute her 


flight yp aloft, nor yet to retqurne to her neſt] 


from which she went, shee falls downe into 
the hands of boyes ; and they play with her a 
while, and then kill her, 

This buſines isſoe much the more ſuþtile, & 


oy 
I” A— 


eee 
, * 


at they did 
euen oblige you to it, But I beſeech you d1r, | 


SPIRITVALL Ep.ao, || 
agoe, Onely you are to looke, that the -ooll | 
example wiiich you ſee inothers, may not be| | 


EPISTLES. 


Ep 40: 312. | 


perplexed,asit comes cloaked with good zeale. 


| And new beginners, mult be watehfull inthis 


caſe, little leſſe then they would be,  herrthere 


firſt they be zealous of their owne good, And 
zeale of others, which wants zcale of a man's 
feare,& care,in thoſe things, which. may ſeeme 
that denill, who is called Merid:an,deceiuethem 
ue, inexpreſiedarknes. Anddoe notprecipitate 


your ſelf, ypon themaking of great reforma- 
tions; nor conceiue, that you arethere, for that 


[ purpoſe, but rather feare, leaſt it be for the pu- 


nichment of your owne ſinnes. And if your 
hart offer to giue you, that you shalldoegreat 
matters inthis Office; beleiuc it nor; but rather 


oO 


Indeede , you muſt execute any thing , let it 
not. be till firſt , you haue recommendedit 


nature , ( through the difficulty thereof ) as 
thatyou muſt probably thinke, tis like to coſt 
your minde much vnquictnes; andin theend, 
that the profitt will be vncertaine, Some other 


were queſtion of theire comitting a fthne, For, 
ifthere be anyerue zeale in them, it is fitt that. 


elf, hath beene the fearfull ruine of many ſau-. 


les. I defire that you wittconceive a very great: 


athizh noone, whome he was not able todecei- 


earneſtly-to our lord; and let it not be of that | 


90d, to you. For in ſuch caſes as thoſe, doth! 


lay it proſtrate before our Lord, with feare; be- | 
{ſeeching himto keepe ir ſtill, & that he permite | 
you not to looſe the little, which he hath giuen |. 
you, of the knowledge of himſelf. Andif yer | 


dl 


| man may doe thoſe things, or els your ſelf, at 
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from your hart', and with plying 


ſome other time. But now,looke you into your 
owneſoule, conlider your wayes well, anddi. 
rec your feete rightly in them, And becauſy 
you haue little oyle im your lampe , anſwearethem 
thus who ſhall deſire oyle of you, Ne forte non 
ſufficiat nobis, & vobis, I can ſpare you none , fat 
perhaps there 1s not enough , for vs both. And with 
this religious feare, cuen in thoſe things which 
are bi. and with calling vpon our Lord 


our {tudy 
j this dan- 


hard ; you may perhaps goe throug 
I beſeech 


gerous paſlages, without Ss 


| Chriſt, by the meritt of his bloud , to graunt 


you! chis fauour. Amen, 


TY 


+ [| wards any thinge of this life with hope thatir 
240} will make one happy. Forthough aman poſleſ- 
- ſedthem all, they would ſerue him bur for an |_ 


[i 


beſt for our addreſle in the ſeruice of Chriſt our 


Heaſt otherwiſe , we may haue cauſe to repent 


(life, wherevpon' we may caſt our eyes ; lince 


(| [affliction behinde them as they brought delight: 
[Orshall ic perhapps be the dung of r:ches, which 


+0, which makes the entrance into heauens gate, 


ho 
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A Letter of the Authonr to 4 lady, wherein betells 
ber that of all thoſe thinzs which 4 body might 
” chooſe for the ſernice of God , the ſuſfermg for h1s 
loue is the moſt hgh and ſafe. 
\ f Adam, Inthis ſo greate haſt which our 
LVL life is making to leaue vs, it is but reaſon 
[that we makeelection of that , which may be 
lord; and topur it in practiſe , with diligence, 
our ſelues, for, not hauing beene fairhfall ſer- 
'uantsto that lord, whoe hath beene fo faithfull | 
tovs, and at whoſe hands wee expect that hee . 
will be ſoe (till, There are mavy things in this 
God hath giuen vs libertie : that ſoe we may 
lay hould either vpon this, or that. But amongſt 
loe many,, whats hall wee chooſe? Shall it pa- 
raduenture be pleaſures , which paſſe away like 


by 


4 


ſmoake, and which leaues ten tymes as much 


is wont to blinde the eyes of the owners, and 


| , , 
foe hard > Madam , there is noe looking to- 
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eſtimable bearitude.. ; 
But now to che ſeruice 5 of this God,] | 


his proceeding ;andin fine, :t is vanitie of vani- 
ties : and all vanitie, | 
Happy therefore is hee, who remoues his 
eyes, fromthar which makes ſuch haſte ropal. 
ſe away and who places them vpon that,which| 
acuer ends , and, where delight is pure, and| 
true, becauſe it is taken in truth it ſelfe, which] 
is God, And where the treaſures are certaine, 
fince they all conſiſt in enioying him , whol 
alone, ſuffices to enrich his poſſeſſors with in« 


there are many ſeuerall wayes and ſome car- 


ry an affection to one, and ſomero another,| | 
euery' one according to his inclination, Some} 


like the aCtiue life , and others the contemplus| 
te. Some excell-in abſtinence , others ſett yy] 


their reſt vpon Chaſtitie. And ſoe wee fee] 


that divers Saints haue flourished, with ſeuc-| 


rall vertues, and guifts of God. But: Madam;| 


amongſt all che things of this world, wherein| 
our lord may bee pleaſed by vs, let vs make 


choiſe of ſuffering for his loue : for this is both| 
moſt high , and moſt ſafe. And this did the 


Maiſter of truth, whoe is Chriſt our lord, teach 
vs, when coming into the world , he'princi| 


pally exerciſed himſelfeinthis, and to this, he] 


ath inuited ys. This is a pointe of ſecuritie, 
and not athinge made of duſt, or ſtrawe. For 


it is not of conformitie with our ſenſualli-] 


\ 
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affliction of ſpirit, and for an impediment i 
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| fie , but of contrarietic therevnto. And onely ; 
the lone of [e/zs , is able to make affliction 
I] {Guour well in our mouthes ; and he alone is 
his] | [ſufficient ro make vs encounter , and embra- 
al.|] [ce that , which of ir ſeife is vnpleaſant ; and 
>| ||| drives men from it, | | | 
Whar did it fignifie that Moyſes ſeeing a Exod 4 
ch| | [ſerpent before him, grew 1nto feare, and be- | 
[| [ganne ro flye : but'thax men , who conlide- 
hoſ | |ring what they ſuffer actually , or els fore- 
&| | [ſeeing whar they are to fuffer , are frighted, 
[and would not onely ſuffer ir but not foe 
df {much as ſee #. Bur God 'commaunded, rhat he | | 

r-| | [should returne ro that , from which he had 
10 jfed, and not. onely returne, towards it, bur | 
ef | jto take it vp-into his hand, And he, obeying 
&| | |the voice of God, founde in thoſe hands, 
pl | [foe more nov a ſerpent , to. bite him , but a 
&[J [itaffe to ſupport him. Thus doth it dayly hap- 
ef | [pen to men , who in their afflictions obeying 
the will of our lord who ſends them, and ta- | 
king them into their hands , that is to ſay, 
taking hould of the occaſions w hich are offe- 
red, and accepting them with obedience, that 
they finde noe ſuch diſcomfort , or diſquier, | 
xs wont to weary the ſonle with complay- | 
ning , bute comfort , and ſupport , and] 
ſtrength : Confiding , that ſince God ſendes 
[them tribulations , he will place himſelfe 
| [acere about them , according to bis promile: | 
| | j2nd that he lodges his loue in them , ſince he 
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treates them like his beloued children , nth] 


he hath treated as many freindes as cuer he all | 
has in this world, | 


T bus doth tribulation breede patience i patin {| 
ce, is the proofe of that love, and farth , whid | | 
| we haye in Chriſt our lord, And this patingl 
workes hope , becauſe- God hath promiſed uf[? 


make them participate of his glory , whoeaal | 
participant of his Croſſe. And thus doth tribuly ih 
tion turne into a ſtaye, and ftaffe to our weakelfſ" 
nes , becauſe it makes vs.confide in our lot ( 
more and more z andir takes from ys that kin nd 
of ynquietnes and complayning ; which, : 
ction , was formerly wont to giue vs, Uikd 
kinde of ſeruanr, Be you therefore well aduiſch 
by making choice, of that whichis pleaſi ingtd 
God , and be nor one of them ; whome th I | 
Heb. 5- Apoltle S. Paule reprehends ſaying, It wasres ll 

» ſon that you should haue growne greate ſl Ml 

- > tuall Maiſters , after ſoe long a tyme, wherell 

> you had ſerued God; and yet you {bill cootini 

> but very babes , whoe haue neede of new | (þ 

7 {truction , in che principles of thoſe thing 

| which concerne God, and you are rather tf! 

, toſucke milke , then to cate the breade wit il 
, the cruſt, "which is the foode of ſuch as || 
growne ſtronge. ill 
Madam, you muſt conſider, that that ſchols 
[ler doth not pleaſe bis Maiſter , who- haul ng 
beene taught a thing at many ſeuerall tymes, 8} 
(till asgrolle, andrude, as at the firſt, Andt tl 


ohifas tian growes weary , who findes tharhe 


| 
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{gives noe helpe,, through the patients fault, by 
| fan xeceipr of phifick , which be hath mini- 
'F{ſtted often, And ſocourlord isnotpleaſed, thar 
weshould ſtill continue -in taking the milke of 
comforts , and delights ;, bur that we should 
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bedone , without paſlipg the pikes : and that 
bk! / . 
Mithe fire of our loue muſt conſume whatſocuer 


"- . . 
y#1hall ſtand before ys : fance there is nothing | 


which it imports vs ſoe much to haue , as lone; 
on(f{]And this love cannot recciue ſoe good a ppoofe, 
{$85 by tribulation and. paine. . EY 
m8} Now whoſocuer lones. Chriſt our lord, 
ould not defire robe without ſome tryall;,.or 
(fproofe , whether indeede ; he-loue him, yea, or 

alj**. And. though that, proofe, may paine. one, 
th jouch, yer it giues him cofort,, toperceiue,' That 
exl{ 109d bath examined him with, fyre , and that he hath 
irjd0Jet found wickednes in him z and that 'ir made hin 


rei(ſjpot turne backe, from the enterpriſe which he | 


: 
j 


nitilivadin hand. Agreat honour. it. is toſtandcon- | 


Fs | nt, in that which much troubles vs; and; we 


= 


flſiderter, then when with a very. willing bart, 


viehlve be afflicted for his ſake : and when wee, | 
(inke that challicein his company, who druns« |. 
eſo deepely of it, for vs. Vpon this you muſt 
ol{{Pace your eyes , ſince God is pleaſedro choole || 


f 
| 


il 
inglſſfis meanes, whereby ro bring you'vp towards 
: g]j}fm, Doe not curne coward , in hghting the 


haj[Pattailes of the generous loue of the celeſtial 


{cuno nimbly rowards him, althoughircould not |. _ 


axſ(cadnor yeild a ſeruicezo.God which pleaſes bian | 


'P/a, 16] 


heſſſKinge; nor hould you any tyme to be well im- 
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] you comfort, and ground , cothinke thatyon 


Jah but that, wherein you ſuffer ſomerhing|| 
for your beloued, which alone , ought to oiue 


loue our lord. 'Fi or, asfor other things , thoupli 


you should be taken vpto thethird heauen, youlſ | 
knowe not, whether you loue your ſelte the| 


rein, or him. For perhaps it is but the delight 
Ty hauing that fulfilled which you detire : and 
not purely, becauſe tharis done , which; ispith 
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- 
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fire to God, 


And lince you are already Jedicarbd tothe 
| loue of God, and are redeemed by him cu 
| yourtill be docing your duty exaGty" well, 
ſe&elikeagood buſwife; , you tay qppeare atl 


day: of judgment all tick with Tour”; "4nd 
cutin pieces in this warre, after the imitation} of: 


Chriſt 6ur lord} -vho- dyed' in'this/ *batraileby| 1 


che hinds of lone.” Iouiring as many" as louehim, 
to ſufferoF't that which he ſuffered, -and to aof!| 
were with loue to hisloue; and beingreadyt| 


' giue himnſeclfe, as' if terial reward”, to'thel 
who paiſe through, theſe amorous affQionthf vol h 
 bisfake* and your FadySRip sH41Fbe one'ofthe m,! 
bythe greate metcie, of him,*who hath i mad 
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RU of you, forthis pur poſe, 
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';f Letter of the Authour \ to 4 Cauallier bis freinhy | 


who-w-25 ficke, and aef T ed. to.enter into Relig 
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{14 1e S. Lames ſaith , Brethren, effeeme it a: @ reaſon of 
ſ«preme 3oy, to ſee your ſelues in many affliftions. And | 
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The Authonr shewes , that the Carrying of the 


. Croſle, mm the com pany of Chriſt our Lord, 15 exer- 
ciſed beſt in ſicknes, when ut is borne with patience. 


| i Healſo defends the Fathers of the Society of Leſws, 
| . aduiſing him alſo to efteeme them, the rather, be- | 


cauſe be had beene inſiiufed by them, 


Y 


Oudoe well, in being contented to ſerue, 
inthat houſe of our great Lord, inthe Vf- 


ſafermg, is a ſigne, that Chriſt our lord aduaun- 


|| |ces hisſcruants,& raiſes themfrombelowe the 

1] tair6s,to attend aboue. Certainly, there is no- | | 
"| thjng in this exile of ours ,whichisſoe fit for | | 
elf |vs,as to carry the Croſſe,in company of ourlord,; | 
ll [who did ſoe loue it, & who, for loue, dyed vpon | 


it, Now this is better exerciſed , in ſicknes, 


{| |whichis ſocynſauoury toflesh and bloud, and ' 
WW which canot cauſe vain glory inthe patiet;then 
|| 10 health, how well ſocuer it beemployed. 
call} Great werethe workes , which Chriſt our 
oof 73 performed in this mortalllife; but in his 
h 


erring, heexceeded them all, & all the world; 
hat ſoc wee might vnderſtid, what theApoſt< 


[the ſame Apoſtle faith, that 1ht worke of patienee,os 
perfei?, Soerthat, you muſt bergratefull to our 


deare this Croſje, & burden well, he may perhaps 
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| 


lf |fice of being ſicke. For to paſſe from doemng , to |. 


lord, for hauing ſent you licknefle; and if you | 


aduice youto the carrying of others, which are | 
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| more interiour, and irkeſome , and which heÞ 
prouides for ſuch alone, as are his neareſtÞ 1! 
treinds; that ſo they may comfincs themſel.Þ 
ues to him, whoſe Croſje. was extremely preat;Þ 
euen 11 that which was to be ſeene; but income 
parably more extreame, in that part thereof; 1] ! 
which was inuiſible, And though it may  ſeeme 1 
to you, that God hath taken away your other|\|: 
Offices or imployments , becauſe you gauehin|} 
not a good account <Lernof; yet forbeare nor |}; 
to be thankefullto him, who hath ordered the |: 
:matter,as now weeſee. For to.be corrected by j 
thehand of ſuch afather, and with ſoc great 
lone, puts vs ratherinto iede of humility, rel; 
the. modcrating of our ivy and icomfort, thenf# 
| of patience, whomn:ich: to endure the punil-ſ is | 
ment. *..-!; arc 
_ But yet neutttheles , 'I am in ſome fearty| 1 
that perhaps, you may not profit by this fea-| 
uer.of yours, For ſome beginners, are wome|} 
to g1Uue:. liber ty. totheſoule, irithe infirmitiesoll 4 1 
there body, though yet, they be.not ſuck}a 
threaten .daunger or death. It is a thing very i! 
contrary to reaſon, for a man'to:turne = | 
into. poyſon , and to take occaſion of growing} 
worſe , by that which was ſent a-mian by our] i 
Lord, to make him better, Call cherefore vonſih | 
him, with your hart, and beſcech him, thatfins I. 
ce he {trikes you, ## the firength of. your bedy, | Jt 
| may be,to make you goe morelightly rowards|-[ 
him ch your ſoule. And foraſmuchas this I» 
fic: enes. is {entyou, , Chat your body. by che]. 
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pyoc thereof may pay for thatſinne ISIS bath | 
ene committed by the ſame body ; you muſt 
[|notſuffer it co be the occaſion of your incurrivg | 
[new debts, fince it was meant that it should 
| 1 diſcharge the ould. | 

11 You muſt live , with great refleQtion vpon 
lt a ſelf: and giue noecredit to flesh and blood 
1 Þioallthat which it shall defire of you but offer 
WY ictorhe Croſſe of our lord , in the company of 
: [lis owne holy ſpirit. 'And be, who was content 
I [toler his Croſſe be lided | by the Croſſes of two 
Ii{{nardetiog theeues, willnor drine youfrom him.” | 
|| And fince you cannot now, continue , your cu» | 
| tome of meditation , or ſpiritual readmg, as you'| 
would , yer faile not to be doeing ſomewhat, | 
| lhe beſt youcan, ſo that it be without euident'| 
|: ' awe to your health, For.qur lord is ſoc 
{{{jowerfult , and ſoe good , as that he giues: 
Ti frength to fuch as haue a myddet to take paines.' 

| þ And ſometimes, , he beſtowes .more fauour 
« Ii yon lick menin theyre beds, who cannot pray; 
then vpon others , who ſpend many houresin 
, | | holy exerciſe. And perhaps, he will vouch- 
J|/#ec this mercy to: you, fince it coſts him noe 
[ſhore , then his yery will, And 7 beleech you, 
"I Þic free loue of our lord, Vt non circumferarss omni 
no dotrine, that you be aot whirled about , with 

F | \"n wynde of doQrine, and that_you eſteeme of 
Fttoſe perſons, by whoſe meanes, our lord hath 
iewed mercy on you, Imitatiog the man, who 
$5 borne blinde in the ghoſpell. From whome | 
+ Joe perſuaſion of any man, could rakethe good 
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| opinion, which he entertained of that pecſayy] 
who had cured him of his continuall blindie: 
1 He tooke that benefitt » fora great token of the | 
goodnes of his Maiſter, when he ſayd, fipeccig 
| eſt neſcio, vnu ſcio, quod cum cacus eſſem, modo vid ll 
' whether or noe, he be a ſinner, -1 cannot tell : butailf 
j-thing I knowe , that I who was blinde, doe now(all 
| And though he ſaid as we bane beard , yet «y X 
{ leined well, thathis Maiſter, wasaiuſt pal 
as may appeare by the holy kinde of earneſt | 
| which he yſed towards the lewes , and belidaffl 
by our' lords making himſelf knowen'to| F [I 
in the temple : in reward of char faith which 
defended, My ſelfe haue heard ſome. ehing | ll 
| which are ſaid by ſuchas oppoſe, and-e 
[thoſe Fathers, but I find not-yer , that 7 | 
|ofthem is grounded vpon reaſon, neither dep 
belciue ; that there is any * but yet I like waR 
|thar yer "when you defend them, it bee a h | 
with meekenes, and few words, then oth 
\wiſe. For our lord hath theſe chinges i ing 
-recommandation ; and his pleaſure is, thar 
chould be carried ſweerely and with pariehd 
I beſeech our Bleſſed lord, to remaynew ich 
fince he dyed for you, 
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lil} A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of bis, He treates 
do of the ſecurity , which is greater when God is 
ſerned in the way of aſfl:Gion, then when, 
inthe way of Conſolation. 
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ſan [ Haue receiued ſome of your letters, & I haue 
af Lpayed my thankesto our Lord, both for ha- | 
Gſfuiog giuen you health \, and his bleſſed help 
ind {wichall, co be in fauour with him, contiouing 
the ſthat good , which alreadie he had begun in 
of [you ; and foe you muſt confide , that he will 
lag doc cuen to the end , for bis workes are perfe. 
al This which he will doe for you, is-a fauour of 
lf] bis, and noe merirt of yours, Nor will heleaue 
malfſthe care , and gouerment of you in your owne 
aſt bands; But he, for his glory , willtake the bu- 
ha@Foes of your faluation to himſelfe, Now this he' 


#1 3 , ; 
; 


maſdoth as 2 moſt wiſe Phyſitian , ſometymes by 
tmnaking much, of you, ſomerymes by shewing | 
{ones of diſguſt ; giuing you ſometymes , the! 
yog{ light of comfort , and at other tymes the wor- | 
'Fſme-wood of ſorrow ; Now hyding himſelfe 
Fſfrom you for the tryall of your faith, and then 
"FJ ihtewing himſelfe to you , for the encreaſe the-. 
Freof. And by a thouſand other meanes which he | 
FJ knowes how to vſe , hee will giue you your : 
"1 | foule ſaued, without , in a manner your per- 
*P}c*iuing how you come by it, rill you haue it. 
MJ - Be not diſordered in your indgment. evther 
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by way of yvalewing your {elte the more, wha 
you thinke your buſines goes well, oryet, aff 
the other fide, muſt you giue ſentence ofconlſ} 
demnation-againſt your ſelfe, conceiuing half 
all is already loſt, when you conceiue rhatyal / 
haue reaſon, to be diſguſted with your (elf, Tix | 
hart of man is wicked , and cannot be ſearchel| 
and fifted, but by the wiſedome of God bins | 


 ſelfe : and to him, and to his indgment, yol 
muſt remittthe ſentence concerning thecaleſſ| 
whichyou ſtand. And you mult walKke ongbati 
with great confidence of his mercy , andyiliff 
a religious feare , of his high maielty, Depuly | 
neyther to the right hand npr tothe left, Du] 
not beleeue that there is any Sanctity at. Wi 
wherethereis any want of this chaſt, andMaiſ | 
feare, which makes a man grow huble, For tie] 
reby he knowes, that the good, which he naWÞ'} 
| depends vpon another and it makes himbangſi | 
j as ir were, vponthe caresof God, beſeccullgh] 
him with continuall prayer , that chough belf} 
| may, without injuſtice depriue him of the goollf | 
1-he gaue him , yer that through his goodne,N1. 
he will nor doe. it. oY 
Nor muſt you beletue any Spirit, whichby | 
meanes of any temptations, or Spiritual dil 
forts » may come to you : nor yet if any oat Us | 
nes or anguish , which may be conueyed inWiih} 
your ſoule , shall pretend to diſmay you, ft 
perſwade you to diſconfidence in our Loh 
who loues you. But tell that Spirit , that ifit haul” 
wished you to diſconfidein your ſelte 
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2Þ| have had all reaſon, becauſe youarenorhing, : 
a bur meere weaknes. But , 1n ſaying that you 
3 'auit got hope for ſafety at his hands whois the | 
| common faluation of all the world: tell him he 
1 [yes and therein youshall but ſay a truth, 
ol] | _ Chriſt our Lord loues you moye then you 
ul can thinke : onely it is fit ſometymes, that he 
jo hide it from you. For perhaps, if you knew it, 
| |you might fall jntoagreater occalion, and dan- 
ll {ger of vanity , then the ſuſpition you haue of 
af [your not being beloued by him, may be of your 
lf |[deſpayre;for without doubt they are fewer who 
gl [can enioy proſperity , withour apy mixture of 
a} {vanity , orinordiuatedelight, inthe {weer mea-. 
0 {tes which are giuen them: then there are, who 
x0] [can beare, the bitternes of tribulation, without 
$10 \dſpaire, Coceiue you thereforethat our Lord, 
11 [keepes you ſafe, inthe hauen of ſecurity,ynder 
41} {the Sharp rocke of tribulatzon : yo theend you 
Ml{may not putrify, with too much Fveetnes :but 
jþ [de preſerued by the bitternes of myrh, Andat 
"= [this, you are... to be trouBled. For of your ſelf | 
{you should make election of that, which will 
tl degood for you in Eternity,rather then of thar, ' 
{which may afford you ſome little remporall 
i{uft, Yea and cuen in ſpirituall conſolations, 
: |[{Wereap not ſomety mes ſoe muchprofitt, as we 
; {doe delight, Nor will you be demaunded as tte. 
4 [haſt day, what comforts you shall haue enioyed: | 
4 [dur what diſcomforts, you haue ſuffered, with- 
ll out fayling, eyther in point of faith,or loue And 
=}*lcive you , that God recciues that for ſeruice 
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| cnioy, For if to be regaled by Almighty God 


| and deieted ſeruants , when it 1s beſt for them, 


| fend them in ſearch afrer Comforts asconce|| 
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which being contrary to your ſenſuality, and| 
(elfe will, youdid yer accept, as being conque. 
ced by his love, and not that which a manhoy 
{enſuall ſoeuer he might be, would-be glad to 


were to doe true ſeruice to hisdiuine Mateſhy,| 


euery way are ſeeking comforts, Brx they yu-| 
derſtand not, how farre it is from God, tobe| 
able ro abſtainefrom comforting his afflicted, 
Andas farr alſohe is, from liking them, whol 
raking oftheire eyes, from his rormenting Guſſ, 
uing that the more they haue thereof, themore 
beloued , and more happy they are. Andthe| 
| neuer conſider, how poorethey shall be found, 
at that day, when God will ffre [er#/alem withih 
l1oht of Lampes, & whe he will call vs to account, 
whether we loue him from the profoundelt pat 
of our hearts, and our ſelues for him, & in him, 
and through him : or els whether we hauels: 
ved him for our ſelues, & to our owne vſc,And 
then will many of thoſe workes appeare tohaue 
beene carnall, & infected with, ſelfe loue, a 

intereſt, which shined like ſoe much finegould, 
| intheir eyes who performed them, Youarerhe| 
refore more ſecure from intereſt , OT compli 
cence, when ſuch thinges come to you as cauielh | 


bittecnes.Burt rhe let the loue of God alone, us | 
| {wade you to endure them), till he prouide oat | 
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| he would not haue ſoe few ſervants : fincethere| 
| are ſoe many, who by this way, & that way, and 
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wiſe. In whom you mult haue ſo much ſtrength 
of the holy Ghoſt , as may make you abound in 


|charity, and peace, and ioy : treading your paſ= 


fions vader foot, and hauing your ſoule, euen 
allenbalmed with grace. Yet when you hall be 

inioy , doe not entoy it for your ſelfe ; but em- 
[ploy-it with greater ſtrength , vpon himwho 


I beſeech that Lord, who remembred you 
when you forgot him , to g 
your inward man that ſoc you may know how, 
toadore, obey , and loue him; and that he will 


[ſend his holy Spirit +into your heart , that it 


{may guide. you into that land of Erernall 


lohr, Amen, 


gaue it: ferching alſo reaſon fromrthence, why 
\itshould makeyour loue encreaſe. 


ive ſtreogth voto. 


- 


| 
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]:comfort. Yea, and I thinke you fayd,, in ſome} 
[' one of them, tha the peace, and comfort which 
formerly you had received, was entirely retour-| 
|ned, I anſweared none of thoſe letters , eyther| 
\becauſe my fiones hindered mee, from the gr#|/. 
ce of giuing you comfort; or els becauſe] knew], 
you had ſufficient confidence in mee , without]; 
receiuing my anſweares, But now at laſt, It&| 


_ 


more vpon his goodnes , then our deſerts: 
and be perſuades ber to haue | 
Confidence in God, 


ſaw you laſt. And in fome of them, youtould 
mee , that your ſoule was troubled : and in 


A Letter of the Authour, to Religious woman, 4| 

- ſpiritnall child of his» He shewes thatii 1s not afſu- | 
red fione of disfauonr , for God to: eftraungg '| 

' bimſelf ſometimes: & thai our ſafety depends | 


I Haue receiued many of your letters fince1] 
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others, that aur lord had begunne to giue you 


celue a letter from you, whereby you tell mee, 


write, : 


that you are as much afflicted , as cuer, if it 
be not rather more ; and you delire mee 09}: 


 Iaminpaine, through your paine | and this, | 


OI 


dn pats. 


— 
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hath moued mee , to entreate , that for rhe lout| 
of Chriſt Ieſus crucified , you ſuffer not youlÞ' 
felfe to be blinded-by that darknes, which ſu- ; 
perfluity of ſadnes. is wont to drawe ouer.ourp 


- 


|| {tion may be of as much daunger toyou as you | 
declare: yetthe ſtate of comfort , is ſtill ſubiect | 


$ || — 4 1 IM \ 


[þearethe rigour of tha} angry faceof our lord, 
which you ſay he shewes to you, and tlac ab- 
Mence alſoe from him, wherein you live, Bur 1 


|ſoiile runnes hazard , to depart from God : bur 


{much ofrener, and-by aflaults of greater dayn- | 
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foules, but remember, how faithfull that lord 
is,to whom you haue offered yourſelfe, And, 
that it is an vſual ching with'his inflait wiſdome, 
to ſaue the ſoules of his ſeruants, by meanes 
which they caanort reachTto vnderſtand; hiding 
his loue from them ſometimes :; and Shewing 
them a countenanice of {ſome rigour; andall this, 
not becauſe he is cruell, but our 6f pure, and 
perfect mercye, Becauſe he know es-that our in- 


comfort. | | 
Yourtell methat deſolation wherein you are, 
ſeemes very bitrer to you, and that you cannor 


tell you, my good filter, that though tribula- 


to asmuch, Nay, proſperity, is much moreto be 
feared , then aduerfiry, For in the former , the 


in the latter tnoughit ſuffer payne, yet that very 
payhe it (elfe, incices one todrawe nearer to him, 


fort. doth ſometimes put the ſoule in daunger of 
lining through impavience', you ſay norhing 
but truth, Bur yet you muſt knowe wichall, thar, 


irmityes are better cured, when wee are layd, 
ynder the ſcourge of tribulation; then when we. 
| : . : fe . , 
are carryed yp in the hands-of proſperity and 


| 


Andifyou ſay , thatthe great weight of diſcom- $8 


the ſoule is brought into daunger-by-the- 
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| did eſtceme ir for glory , ro ſuffer the affli- 


' which hecann by the faire and cleare weather 


ſ,Cor,12 } 


p 


| ſweetries of guſt, 
Remember'the Apoſtle ſaint Paule , who 
through the. grace of him who was crucifyed, 


Ctions of the Croſſe. And though he were en 
 uironed by warrs without , and feares within: | 
yet his ſoule was ſafely kept, as in a hauen| 
moſt ſecure, But ſoe great was the daunger 


of conſolations and rewelations; that if God had 
not permitted him , to be ſeized vpon by the] 
tempeſt, both of inward, and outward troubles, 
which layd ſuch load vpon his neck, as made} 
him ſtoope., that great Saiot-might haue beene 
in daunger , through the occafion of comfart, 
whom ſoe many diſcomforts could not once|' 
luck downe. By this meanes, the bitter, was 
rhe cure of the ſwrete : and the Angel of Satan, 
wasthe occaſion of benefic to him , to whom 
that great communication of A God,| 
might haue beene the occatfion of falling ; if 
through humane frailty ; he had puffed vp hin 
ſelfe. | 

If now this might haue happened to that 
veſſel of eleFion; and if it were neceſſary for him 
to ſuffer, that ſoe he might bee freed from the 
daungers of comfort; how can you meruaile,it 
God haue watered your ioy with teares : if yout 
harpe be ſer to ſad tupes ; and if thoſe (wet 


communications, which you had before with| 


Almighty God, be turned into ſuch an vaſt 
voury departure from him. His eyes, areableta 
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| [ford may thinke fit to treate his ſeruants, after | 


LO — 


diſcerne, that , which yours cannot. And hee 


knowes full well , the yanity of that hart of | _ 


yours, which would not perhapps , beableto 
endure the weight of diuinetauours, Or els per- 
happs he may ſee, that you are likely ro ſuffer 
decay of health, by-the exceſle, of the (weetnes, 
of that digine guſt which he gaue you : Or 
elſe, that you eſteemed more of your ſelfe 
then you did of others, who want theſe com- 
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forts : Or els in fine, it may haue happened, 
for any one of many other faults , which may 
haue raken hould of the imperfeQion of your 
hart, & which cannot be throughly ſifted by 
any , but by that God alone, who made ir. 
Yeaand if yon should not be, in any neceſ(- 
ity ; of this kind of phiſick (becauſe, though 
our lord should comfort you ſtill, yer perhapps | 
you were not, to fall into rheſe inconuenien-. 
ces) yet there are many other reaſons, why our ; 


this manner, All which, aregrounded vpon his 
loue to vs; though in the blind eye of flesh and 
bloud, they may ſceme to grow from disfauour. 
You know, it is a common ſaying , He who 
lones thee , will make thee cry. And the holy {cri- 
pture ſaith, that 4 wound, giuen by a freind 15 bet= 
ter then the treacherous kiſſe of an enemy, And be-: 
leive you for certaine , that our lord loues you, 
and therefore doth he treare you after this man- 
ner. For it is written , our lord punnishes whom ”* 
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|loues , and he correfts ſuch a one, as be receines far 
his ſonne, | | 


———_—— 


SS 
® 


Mb 


as 66 
, *. 


Cr opanmipupaptiEREeomapooepureepogpoomnagw— 


—— 


"SPIRITVALL- __Ep.q4: 


+ {[Matith, 


Is, 


7M 


ſoe now, when thoſe' exteriour Martyrdomes 


like cruell executioners , doe by a thouſand] 


| P 


And as ini former times, God ſent molt ij- 
deous Martyrdomes to his beloued ſeruants,” 
by the hands of baſe and bloudy executioners, 
ingaging them in bitter warrs , that afterward 
he might honour them with pretious crownes; | 


are ceaſed, he ſedes others which bee interiour, 
And theſe ( howſocuef they are not vilible ) be 
yet as great , or greater, then thofe; For then, 
men tormented them , and God gaue them 
comfort; and by the ſtrength of this Omnipo- 
tent God; thoſe torments were ouerwrought, 
and mailtered, which were inflicted on them, by | 
weake meu. But now , he who diſcomforts , is 
our Lord, who hides himſclfe; and the Deuils, | 


deuices , torment the minde, which is farr! 
more ſenſible , then the body. And from that 
torment,doth many times redound, a torment 
cuen to the yery body it ſelfe. And ſoe the w ho- 
le man, both within and without,is layd vpon | 
the diſcomforts of a Croſſe. And he fighes, and 
grones , and askes ſuccour of our Lord. And 
our Lord,the while, makes himſelfe deafe, and. 
is more hidde from the ſoule then if there were| 
ſcauen wals , betweene him andit, Yeaandit| 

doth alſoe expreſly feele , that our Lord hath | I 
abſented himſelfe from it; and that, not onely | 
in the way of not docing it any fauour , butra-| I 
ther expreſly ſeeming , todisfauour it, As he] 

roceeded with the Cananean-, when , at the | 
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firſt, he did bur forbeare to an{weare , but af. [ 
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[ty God. And yet muſt theſe ſeruants, goe 
{their lord ; through ſuch a defart as this, which 


rerward , he compared her to adog. 
.. Thatindeedis an hower,of mighty anguish, | 


when the ſoule findes noe repoſe,in any thing, ; 
to which it can apply it ſelfe, As when a man 
is drowning, in a profound ſea, without fin- 
ding ſoe much, as any little relt for the feete, 


Or like one, who is bound faſt, hand and fodr, 


and would faineriſe yp, but knowes not on- 


-[ce how to ſtirr, For as he, who is highly com- 


forted by Almighty God,cannot be diſcomfor- 
ted, by any paine,or torment, ſoe can.nothing 
comfort him, who is diſcomforted by Any 


is euen avery image of death, and by ſuch dark-. 

nes, and diſtreſſe , they muſt paſle on, ro-the 

place of reſt. Rp 
This Martyrdome I ſay , muſt be endured, 


for loue of the Spouſe, by that ſoule, which deſi- 


res to carry, the Embleme of Lone in her hart; and 
am6gſt theſe thornes ſhee muſt make her neſt, 
it hee will be conforme to her Head, whowas 
crowned with thornes, And theſe draughts 
muſt $hee ſwallow downe; & intd theſe ſwea- 


tes muſt thee bee caſt who:reſolues to. keepe. 
{that Lord company, who, being in fierce ago- 
| ly ypon that holy Thuysday at night,did ſwea- 
| |te drops of blood, from his whole body, in te- 
| limony , bbat his | 
| {very death. 


ſoule, was truly [ad , enen tothe 


Did youthinke perhapps , that. ir was ſome 


J[dainty and delightfull thing, to ſerue Chriſt 


artcr } 
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our Lord 2? or that you vndertooke ſome tri- 


fling bulines , when you began to. place 


our louc on him 2 They who fight the bat- 
cailes of loue, muſt dye dayly , as S. Paule did, 


\And they muſt bee euen cruell, againſt them- 


ſelues , ( as a man who were careleile of foe 
many baſe and broken pots ) to theend, that 
they may neuer faile of fidelity ro the Loue 
of our. Lord, Which Loue , was neuer com- 
plyed with well by any, who was eyther ne- 
gligent, or inconfidenr, For the former of theſe 
two, ſeekes his owne Regals , whereas it were 


. be . i» 
his part, toſecke the contentment'of his be- 


loued, And the latter, faints in his lone, becau- 
ſe he cannot beleiue that he is beloued. But 
Faith being ioyned to Ubedience , frees. vs from 
ſuch miſcheiues as theſe; making vs beleiue 


that God loues vs, and then molt, when he 


molt hides his loue from vs; and when helce- 
mesto be moftrigourous, and cruell towardes 
vs, For the condition, and property of tut 
faith, is to belciue not onely vpon thoſe fignes, 
and pawnes, which may be giuen; butas well, 


without them; and not onely without them, | 


buteuen againſttheri, And herein, it doth but 
reſemble euery other verve ,. which then de- 


\clares beſt of what ſtrength and beauty it is, 
| when ir. is put on, by the feweſt helpes ; and 
| when it is encountered, by the greater impe- 


diments. 
That is true love , which loues a perſon, 


who enen deſerues not to bee beloued. And 
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that is true Patience , which ſuffers imperti- 
nences , and endures wrongs. And thendoth 
Chaſtity , deſerue a rich, and gallant crowne of 


glory , when in deſpight of ſcuerall tempta- 


larne to Know, the true yalew of true faith, 
which beleiues and puts confidence', in 


{the truth , and goodnes of God , againſt 


that diſtruſt, or deſpaire , which humane'rea- 
ſon , or the ſenſes of fleſh and bloud, might 
pretend to cauſe, By this Fauh , wee ſee 


it be hidd. And euen through the midft of 
theſe pikes , which are the disfavouts of 


[God , ( the 'ſharpe points whereof we feele 


ſticking in vs ) wee yet enter, and paſleon, 
into that moſt retired ſecret of the hart of 
our Lord ; and there wee finde, that indeed 
he loues vs , though hee ſhew ys fignes, 


which looke as if they proceeded from dif 
affection, And then foe wee eſteeme, and vic 


the tryal of our Faith; and for the exerciſe of 


| our Lowe ; and for the encreaſe of our Crowne; 


and for matter , whereypon our Obedience to | 
| God, muſt worcke, | b-] 


If you beleive mee not , I pray you 


[tell me, how $hall the chaſt woeman berryed, 
| dur by contradictions, and combates againſt 


Chaſtity > And how $hall your Faith be tryed, 


[{ | ut by receiuing theſe tokens of disfauour, 
{| which prerend to depriue you of confidence. 


ions , it ſtandes fait. Ahd foe , you muſt | 


that which is inuifible , how deepe ſocuer. | 


them, as wee ought , when we take chem for 
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|cohfiite. And now God made choice of you, | 
to diſcharge this office towardes him. And if 
inJeed you would exercife it well, it mult be. 


4 For. he who lones- not but onely when hee 
finds himſelfe to be beloued, is indeed noe'true | Þ 
louct ; but his reſpe&s, runn all towards him-|F 
Helfe. And-heereby it will appeare , whether |'F 
you be that true Cananean Or noe, if when you | 


is thus reſolued , to make tryall of your f- 
delicy to him, For this is a very vſuall thing 
betwcene Sp:yſes ; and the fruite thereof vſes 
co be, but an encreaſe of love; which it is not 
fit to keepe idle ; forin out employment, and 
exerciſe thereof , doth our lite and 'treafure. 


| 


by louing him, though you feele notyout ſelfe 
to be beloued by him, and'by following him, | 
home you conceiue to be flying from you, 


heare hard language, and be caſt of by our lordz 


continuing faithfull ; and ſay to him with your 


— 
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Be not troubled , to finde that your Spouſe- 


{ you doe yet-importune him; and. if following |" FF 
| him, who flyes fromyou ; and humbling your] F 
{ſelf tohim,who treats you noe better, then ſo-| 
mebaſe, vnreaſonable creature , you doe-yet| F# 
| proceede to loue him, as ſincerely, and purely, Ly 
as if youtaſted ofgreat delights, and Regalos, |'F| 
| at his hands. Forinthe end , hee will anſwea-|'F 
re You thus , O woeman \, greate is thy faith, lu al 
| that be done which thou deſireſt, od}. 


| | 


But inthe meane time be you reſolute , 


? f 
Ei! > 
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whole hart, O Lord [ will lone thee, though thou | e . 
mhoulacf not loue me. 1 will ſeeke thee , and lokt\ 


chearfully 
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ful towards thee , though thou flye from me, 


Ffotherwiſe, what wonder is it, to ſee the 
| uſe ,obeyher fellow ſpouſe , inthat, which giz 


i [ 


| þ e is noe greate neede of lone : for the ceſpet 


Sitd-an equal! minde , and for beletuipg thar 
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me loxe thee ſtill : pon that condition, doe with 
rbat thou wilt, By this meanes, the disfauours 
our lord , shall be converted , into the exer-! 
ie of true love: and herein you are to remaine 
ite conrented ; then you are to be inpaine, 

r being disfauoured, Nor shall you onely 


Ftſe our lord by this meanes', bur more over: 
w will obtaine a crowne in heagen, which 


be ſtraungely greate, For by the meaſure of 
ur d:ſcomforts, that robe of glory, is to bee cut 
; wherewith you muſt be yeſted; in heauen: 


ting beene in deuotion, and conſolation; bur 
& bauing beene ( as it were) threshed with 
tiety of temptations , and for-hauing beene 
tenf, with the taſte of ſuch gall , as carried. 
tyery image of hell with it, and of the tor- 
knts thereof : and for bearing alltheſe things, 


yare light, and few , in compariſon of that 
rexcellent weight of zo 'y , Which 3s to be renea- 
tis them , who Shall be humbled, and morti- 
& afrer this manner. And wee muſt thinke 
ie ſelues happy , in being obedient to the or- 
bince'of our lord God , not onely/,-in that 
hich gives vs gu{t, bur 1 inthe contrary alſoe, 


contentment to her ſole : Gace for thar, 


d from the ſeede of teares , we muſt gatber the shea- | 
fi ioy. And we are not to be crowned, for | 
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| of proper intereſt is able to breed ſuch obedience 
as thag, Nor doe I know, with what eyes, Chit 
our lord will looke vpon ſuch a ſpcuſe as that; 
| fince he obeyed his Father, for her ſake, in caſes] 
| of foe extreame afflition ;ſaying : Let itbe EN | 
I wil, but a5 thou wilt. Whereas shee Fs , uſt] 
| the contrary ; Not as thou wilt, but as I will: for] 
shee will be ſquared out by another rule, then} 
her head was : and will needs make the will of | | 
Ged,, which is erernally good .,' to be crooked, 
'that it may conforme itſelfe to ber will : which 
ſcekes not that which is truly good for ber, and 
which crernally is to be ſoe ; but that which! a 
ſeemes likely, to giue her, ſome little temporal 
delight. .--- | 7 o 
| Awake O Virgin, out of that ſltepe, wheeein 
youre : for it isbroad day. Take the Sheildyf | 
'Faith, ſince God hath armed you withit ;an&i 
'driue: away theſe diſmayes; belecuing, charyon 
are beloued, though you be nor regaled by our Þ 
lord. And turne your complaint Teck vpon iN 
yourſelf fince a little preſent disfauour ;:isof i 
more power, towards the drawing you downg 
then the many fauours, which are paſt , to keepe|ſi 
you faſt on-foot, You now, doe iuſt the. com: 
Fenn what you should, For whereas ic wa} 
reaſon , that in this time of c<cibulation, you 
Should rompuntier your comforts of Forms th 
| mes : beleiuing , thatthe trouble which _ | 
you haye, is but to trye , what proportion.ol 
truſt, you repoſe in God : You doe yet call ; 
into queſtion”, whether his Joue were true } 
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ce [hou then, or noe : beleiuing rather inthe shew; 
rift and leafe, then in the ſubſtance, and roote, 
at: You have noe:iuſt cauſe-20: Bd diſmayed, 
les] hough you bee afflicted. For our lord is nor go- | 
Joefrom you : bur he went away , with a mea- |. 
iſt Yoiog onely ro ſtande by , and co ſce:how you'| 
1 ried yourſelfe,like-a mother who hides her=/| 
Wlte behinda hanging , to obſerue, and heare, | 
What her childe ſaych', and:doth : whilſt: he |. 
ed, Mihinkes that wands loſt her, bur'then Shortly. | 
ch, hee {teps outand makes much ofhim, 
jp ig feare;/ that he hath forſaken you, and 
2n youd ball of ſeparation , forthe faults, and |; 
l ptiorances ; itits which youimay baue fallen, 
jou 2re mach deceived. Forinfare greater falls | 
einen chioſe-, his courſe hath-beene to comfort” |! 
dif foules, by Ciyitg, Thou ha(} contmitted fornication | 
06M wich wany lowers: buryet retuxriter me,” and I will | 
"ul wee thee, 2 47 TH 
{ Thongh-God like well. , that his ſecuants þ 
ho mhould know, and weigh thefaults, into which 
of Flitey. fall ; yer'ir is not his. pleaſure , that they | 
0G; would be diſtiayed', or too excelliuely' afth- | 
i | ted by them. Nay heeſteemes this, to beof mo- | 
tediſſeruice rohim; then the very fall it (elfe, | 
” Neither i is it alſoe his pleaſure , that'a hone | 
ou Fwhich is as lictle as a graine of- ſeede, Should be | 
tle Wade by vs, as biggas an Elephant, "and much 
Wilkſle, that we choald make that to be a fl nne, 
Wy | Wicl indeed gone, Soethar-it-you haue nor 
Wflleriinto finne, and yerwill needs be troubled; 
| 0m had you offend avainſt his truth. And | 
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if you hadfallen, you should offend againſt his 
mercye, by not beleiuing, that he hath pardoned 
you. You offend alſoe againlt his love by ſuſpe- [| 
ing, that he hath forgotten you. And laſtly, | 
,you offend againſt the Croſſes, which he hath 
ſent toyou , eſteeming themto be meſlengers, 
and .(ignes of wrath , whereas indeed , they are || 
effects of his goodnes, : | 
-Take thereforethe courage, now art laſt, to 
ſally our, fromthe owne narrow thoughts;& 
| beleiue of God, according to his goodnes; asit}} 
| | imports his honour, that you should doe. And|}] 
(live norſtill, in ſuch blindnes , as to meaſute|{ 
the large hand.of God, by, the rules of your 
owne poore woctull hart. Nor. conceiueyou, | {| 
'| that now he willbe arigorous iudge, whoa} 
others times, and in your greateſt occaſions, |} 
| hath þeene, amoſt indulgent Father to you, |} 
' Ir was not you ypon whome he looked; [} 
when he pardoned you , and called you; but] 
he regarded his, owne blood; which he ſhedd, 
| Nor. doth he now, ſtand hanging vpon your 
handes,, as.ifheloued you , for them;butyou | 
are placed , and written in bis, as heſayth , by || 
his Prophet i/ay. And in thoſe handes,he' loues | 
you. and with thoſe handes he guards you; |F| 
cuen then ., when y ou thinke he giyes you 
buffers. Burit is his mercye, which is yourr&|{| 
| medye , and ſafety, and nae merittof yout]}| 


pofleile heaven , by way of inheritance,[}} 
and not, as a meere day labourer, Conhdein|Ff 
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owne. You are a Daughter , and you are to|}} 
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|God; and give him glory , in thar he lodges. 
[his eyes, vpon ſoe ynworthy athing as you; | 
and for that he purpoſes , to exalt ſoc baſe a 
creature, to ſuchheight of glory, And know, 
that he hath noe neede of anything, in you; 
and that if, he deſire anything , it is, bur that | 
you may offer him rhart ſacrifice of praiſe for | 
your owne good; confelling him to be your 
[oratious pardoner and your piteous rayſer yp, | 
[from your falls; and your Centinell who neuer 
ſleepes when there is queſtis, eyther of doeing 
[you fauours , 'or of drawing g»od out of your 
bi = and your moſt wife condut:ur , who 
Ficarries , and ſaues you , by ſuch pathes, as 
[ſeeme, in theeye of your ignoraunceto be very 
{farr about, or rather quiteout of the way,/And 
|allthis, he doth , through his awne goodnes 
[alone , conſidering what bumſelfe is. Which 
[carries a greater weight towards your falua- 
|tion, then your wickednes doth, towards your 
condemnation; and you arc bound to beleiue 
[that ſoe it is. And. it muſt not ſeeme ſtraunge 
11]|to'you; that the zreater, ſurmounts the !efje ; and 
Y Fſthe Creatowy , the creature, Bur let it ſtahd for 
[the laſt conclufion', that as noe goodnes' in 
3]{{you , was the cauſe , why God loued , and 

[called you to hisſeruice; ſoe will he take care, 
[that your wickednes, and weakenes, ſhall nor 
[hinder the courſe of thoſe mercies , which he 
[reſolues ro ſhew you, for alleternity. Conti- 
her your Communions; and, I beſeech our Lord 
[fo giue them his benediftion. For my part, 1 
| EY 
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like'well thereof; and vpon the dayes which! 
are ſett downe , communicate, from timeto 
time; and God will gine you {trength, thatit| 
may doe you no hurt : for he hath noe quargel| 
to you. I beg that he may be your Lone , fince| 


he is your Lover, 


| A Letter to 4 Lady, who-was 4 Religious woman 
and in great affi:tion, He shewes how troubies 
are the proofe of Faith, and Loue, in the ſernants 
f God , and how confident they ought ta be of his| 
diuine Maieſty , in the middeſt of their troubles, 


A $ ſoone as 1 receined your letter, I offe 
red thankes to our Lord, for hauing gwen 
you a ligne, that your vocation came from his 
hand, and this figne is, that you haue ſuffered| 
tribulation, You muſt not bealittle gladd of 
this, ſince our Lord loues you. Nor yet mult] 
you beſlacke, ſince you are in the middelt of 
many Cangers ; but carry your eye towards 
him, who hath called you with ſo great loue. 
You mult alſoe haue a ſtronge harte , For he 
called you not with intention togiue you ouer} 
in the middeſt of your journey; but to guide 
you vnder the prote&ion of his owne wings, 
fill he may haue conducted you to heauen, 
| where you ſhall ſee his face. Let not the faith 
of Chriſt our Lord, nor the loue you owe him| 
ſleepe in you; for he neuer fleepes when there 
is queſtion, of docing you any good. 


— — — my 


{thoughyoufeele noe comfort from him. Sceke | 


|confeſle thar' you are fairhfull in his abſence, | 


[with ſoe much.aduantage, as that. when-you - 


/ 


E, EPISTLES. 
Theſe are tokens whici he vſes to ſend, to/\ 
whome he loues, to rry if they alſoe louehim, 
intheir aMictions, and if they conhide in him 
in their dangers : That Spouſe is not worthy of | 
[thikes, who loues her fellow ſpoule, but onely 
when he is preſent with her; nor doth it coſt 
him much to confide in him when $he findes 
her ſelfe regaled by him, But tae matter is, that 
when he abſents himſelfe from her ,- yea and | 
when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her , she 
muſt loue him ſoe much the better, as he is fur- 
ther abſent from her, and conkide in him ſoe 
{much the more ; as she hath fewer exteriour 
lgnes of his fanour. yy 
It is enough for you, my good liter ,, to 
have knowne already by experience, how lo- 
ung our Lord-hath beene to you ; by his ha- 
ung drawne you tothe knowledge of himſelf, 
And be you, not crauing new teſtimonies of 
bis Loue, but making your ſelfe ſure enough 
thereof, and be not troubled though he cor; 
rect you ; and though it ſeeme, as if ne eſtraun- 
ged himſelfe from you and forgotr you; but 
rather ſay thus; Hee bath a minde 10 trye we, and 
yet to oppreſſe mee. You mult loue our Lord, 
though he corte& you, you mult cofidein him, 


as [to 
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ac 


im, though he hide himſelfe; ſuffer him not 
to reſt , till you haue waked him, and till.be | 


4 


And thus you ſhall finde him returne to you, | 
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yout former aftlictions well imployed. 6 
Procure greate courage, wherewith toſuf. 

fer; for after the rate of your ſorrows , ſhall 

your comforts be. Bee not alouer of your ſel- 


te, but be a loucrof God; looſe yourſelfe, and | 


ſoc you ſhall beſure to finde your ſelfe. Andif 
once you would but truſt God home; and if 
once you would offer your ſelfe to him, with 


true loue there could nothing happen which} 


would fright you. All bitter froſen afflictions | 


proceede but from diſtruſt in God, And for} | 
. this our Lord ſaid, Ler not your harts be weubled, | 


and due not feare, You beleiue in God, beleine alſut 
in mee, Soe that faith and loue is the cauſe of| 
peace, and quietnes to the hart. 

-** There 1s noe one thinge, which isſoe n& 


ceflary for you, towards the making you abie|' 
toarriue atthe end of rhatdayes worke, whe-| 
| reiti God hath placed you, as to confide in him 


with lone, Our lord hath many proofes to 


| make of you, and many tribulations hall] 
growe where you looke leaſt for them ; but if] ' 


Fi 


the children of 1/zaell , when they were iſſued] 


you ſtand armed with faith and loue, you ſhall 
ouercome themall, Doe but remember how 


out of the land of Egypt, by the meanes of {oe 
many miracles, and were paſling through foe 


many afflitions , before they arriued at that| 


land, which our lord had promiſed them, (aid 


thus, The people which paſſeſje this land ,'is great | 


—” 


and ftronger then wee ; they baue mightie Cities whoſt 
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.enioye his preſence againe , you will eſteeme| | 


_ 
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ſhim, ad hope in his mercie; and is offended | 
| = ſuch, as doe not foe. It is he whoe drewe. 


Jjfuch, as might breake it toyou : other tymes 
[you want company which may ſpeake of ſpi- | 
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{want the trees of other recreation , which 


[in: and then from withour: ; now from ſtran- | 
[8ers, and then from domeſticks. Batyer attgnd_ 
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{ walls doe even threaten the 5k ye we cannot onercome | 
| fac 4 ſiout nation as this: to what end doe- wee 
put our ſelnes vpon this tourney? And thongh ſome 
amongſt them, whoe had faith, did encourage 
the relt, by ſaying that fince God was of their 
hide, they ihould eaſily be able to ouercome, as 
they had done till then ; yer feare preuailed ſe 
fare, as that they offended our lord thereby, | 
and through tacirlictle confidence , they loſt 
the land, and God deſtroyed them in the deſert, . 
without ſuffering them-ro enioye that ,” for | 
which they had laboured, and which himlelfe 
had promiſed. Ler vs rake warnin g, my good ; 
liſter , by the danger of others : and lett vs 
know , that our lord hath guſt, in ſuch as feare 


you Our of the captiuity of Egypt , when he 
infpircd your hart with a deſire of being his: 
and hee leades you ſtill , through this deſert, | 
which is ſoe impleaſant : where ſometymes 
you want:the bread of doctrine, for lacke of 


fituallchings, thatſoe your way mightbe ma- 
d& to ſceme the shorter; At-other tymes you 


might. giue you ſhade : andin fteede of theſe 
c6modities, you haue a thouſand diſcomforts; 
Now temptations riſe, againſt you fromwith- 
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| | | you onely to your bulines, for he who did that| 
for you, which was more, can neuer faile-to| 
- doe that for you, whichis lefſe. He who made 
you a freind, of anenemy, will better keepe| 
you now, when you are his freind, He who 
| did not abandon you , when you fled from| 
him, will much lefle fly now from you, when| 
you follow him. = 
| Who is he that can ſay, with any truth, 
that God did not helpe him if he weredefired?| 
' See you haue noe feare © you ſeruant of Chriſt, l 
1n ary thing which may happen to you ; but 
confide in him, who Loued you ſoe well, as to 
dyefor you, Itis true that you haue butone, | 
who protects you, but that one, is of much 
more power , then all they whoe contradia] 
you, Doe not thinke, of how greatthe giants, | 
and how ſtronge the Citties are, which you]. 
muſt encounter, for it is not you, who mullt| 
fight, But hold you Jour peace , and our lord will] 
fight for you. Doe not fly from the warre , nor 
abandon your ſelfe; as one who were oucrco- 
| Ie-: and ſoe you ball ſee the fanour of our Lord 1t> 
r xod. | wards you, For in this warre, he onely looſes| 
14. | the battaille, who quitts the feild.It is true that 
you are iveake ; burn that weakenes of yours , God 
| will shew bis ftrength. It is true that you Know 
notmuch , but God himſelfe will be your gui-|, 
| de.\By your miſcries, God will make his mer- 
cies appeare, Whoeare you , chat you ſhould 
1 | beable to paſle through ſuch dithculties 2 but 
P/z.: >. yet-fay with Danid , In the ftrefizth of my God 4 | 
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£ will leape oner « wall, Who are you that you | 


{ſhould be able to fight? but yet ſay with him 
againe, 1 hovgh theuſand shoulu viſe azain(t me,y.t 
my hart 5hall not feare, Beleiue, my good filter, 
{that how much the harder this bulineſle is tor 
you , ſoe much the eaſyer is it for Almighty 
[God. And therefore you mult haue great dif- 
truſt in reſpect of your owne weakenes ; but / 
[areat confidence withall., in God's ſtrength. 
Infallibly he will crowneyou, if you continue 
[in his loue, and it you confide, that by his gra- 
|ceyou ſhall oþtaine that Crowne, | 
-; Forget not this promiſe of Chriſt our lord, 
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him: whoe confeſſes mee before men , that man will 1 


|confeſſe befere my father who is in heauen ; but him 


{who denyes mee before men , that man will Ialſoe 

deny before my father whoe is in heaven, Can you | 
thinke, that one is to eſteeme that for aftlic- | 
tion, which he endures for the confeſſion of. 
Chriſt our lord ; ſince itis to haue ſoe high a 
reward, as that, with ſoe much honour, he thall* 
be avowed by him at theday of judgment, be-' 
fore his father } Happy is that ſufferice, happy 

that diſhonour,and pouerty,to which ſoe high 
an honour doth ſucceede, W hat kinde of ioye 


[will it be for you, O my goolt lifter, to heaxe 


{theſe wordes from the mouth of Chriſt our 


lord bimſelfe, and that in preſence of the whole 


I |world. Come you bleſſed of my father and poſſeſſe the 
'[kingdome which. is prepared fer you, What will it | 

(bee, whenthe angells ſhall thus ſinge ,to her, 

{| who hath beenea faithfull ſeruant, of that ce- | 
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leſtiall king , Come O ſpouſe of Chriſt , receine well 
crowne which our Lord hath prepared for thee; and 
that not for one day but for all etermitre. vu will I 
the ſpouſes of Chriſt our Lord conceiue! whenſ] 
hauing paſſed through the ſea of this life, and| 
their enemies who diſturbed vs , remayning|Þ 
| drowned therein , they ſhall ſinge thus with] 
| great ioye , for hauing runne through this|} 
| dangerous. world, without being ouerwhel-|| 
4 Pal. | med by the vices thereof, The ſaares broken,and| I 
we are deliuered , our belpe is in the name of em|| 
| |tord. What a day will that be , when that | 
| erue Mary, the virgin of virgins, ſhall goebe-| 
| fore with her Timbrell , which is her ſacred] I 
| body , prayſing God both in body and ſoul; | 
533: and ſinging thus. Come magnifye our Lord with} 
4 mee, and lit vs exalt his name un mutuall ſaciett 
with one another. 
| Happy are you, if you be found faithfull 
| to the Ypouſe whoe choſe you. Happy are[}] 
F 


you , if you haue the courage to cait away 
that which is preſent , ynder the moſt certaine 
promiſe of Chriſt our Lord, for that which} 
is future. Beconfident, my good fiſter, in ta- 
king his word ; for you are not the firſt to] 
| whome he hath paſſed it, and fulfilled it; nei-| 
| | ther ſhall you be ſhe with whome that word 
| ſhall want effe&. He gaue his word to S. Kathe- 
| rine, S. Agnes , S. Barbara , and S, Lucy , and 
to innumerable" orher Lady virgins ; and| 
: HF cell me now , how completely he hath -per-| 
| formed it. They had the courage to deſpiſe, 
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Jiand doe not thinke that he ſells heauen deere] 
toyou , for you haue not yer shed your bloud | 
tor him , as thoſe others shed theirs. Our | 


Jſ{ence in him, and more loue- to ſuffer for him,. 
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the poore preſent world : and you {ce that now, 
they raigne with God, They liued heere in trou- 
ble; and they are nowe in the eternitie of repo-| 
Ie, Through how many combatrs did they pal» 
Ie, and chey now enioye the euerlaſting crow- 
Ines of their conqueſts. They fled from ſpouſes of 
theearth, andthey brought the king of heauen, 
to bein loue with them. - 
| If they hadfollowedcherrace , of this world, 
their delight had bene already paſſed : and their | 
Imemories would haue bene forgotten. Bur they 
lloued that, which was eternall , and therefore 
[their felicitie shall nor dye * and their memory 
hall not decay. They were written in the boo= 
ke of God ; and therefore neither water nor 
winde , nor fyre nor tyme ,:can make them 
waſte; For that booke is. incorruptible and 
ſein the name which is written: init. Et 
You mult therefore procureto hauea ſtron-. 
peheart towards God, who is-your ſaluation, 


o 


lord treates you,, like a weake creature ; and 
jou should be asbamed to haue giuen him ſuch 
cauſe. If you had had more faith , and confi 


— 


tewould haue procured you more afflitions; 
tothe end that you might haue purchaſed ri- 
cher Crownes, Doe not content your {elfe 
with ſuffering little , conſidering how great 
rour reward shall bee : and how much Chriſt 
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our Lord ſuffered for you. He gaue his life 
for you , and he was deepely tormented and 
deſpiſed. How then come you thus to com- 
plaine of the rouch of aflye2 doe but loue, and 
you iv ill defire to ſuffer. Ler your loue be dou- 
bled , and you will ſuffer ſorrowes which are 
coubled. The loue of our lord , tmakes ſuchas' 

ollefle it , more greedy of ſuftering , then the 
loue of ones ſelfe, of repoſtng. Ir makesthat 


any burden weighes light, for loue is ſtronger 
_ then death. He who loues not, groanes ynder 
the burden, like ſome laſy beaſt ; but he who| 
lones runnes, andflyes ; and it ſuffers hith not | 


to feele the weight euen' of his owne body, 
nor of whatſocuer els they can lay vpon it,-' 
It is not my good lifter /that the afflictions 


which wee ſuffer are, greater ; but that our| 


loue is little. The weight of a pound is noe 


© 


great weight ; but yer lay it ypon ſome little 


childe, and he will ſay , O how heauy1t weights? 


feele it. Andſoe take you it, for a ſigne, that 


if you loue little your afflitions will weigh 


heauy.vpon you ; but if you loue much you 
will ſcarce allowe them to be afflitions. For 
you will be ſocinebriated with loue, that no- 
thing canbe able to diſtract yon; from the taſte 


; thereof. You'will finde a good ſauour-in the 
| vety ſuffering ,' it ſelife ; and you will draw 


water , out of the rocke ; and hony ont of the ſtony 


bills. 


_- Doe but loue, and you ſhall not be ſubie&to 


0 "9 


od 2 


een 


- 
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Whereas if a man tooke it vp, he would ſcarce] [| 


a 8 


\ 
one _ 


| Chriſt our Lord 1s my honour and-he honours mee: let | 


| ought to. fright you > If the loue' of 'Chriſt 
| our Lord have wounded you , you will trea-- 
|de the deuill vnder foote ; you will deſpiſe 


[rage , through all your enemics, Pur your 
truſt in him , who loues his lovers, There 
11s nothing which you will not beable todoe, 


A 
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[aflictions , but you ſhall be Superiour torthem, | 
[as their Lady, and youſball praiſe him who 
Idelivers you from them. It they threaten you 
{with death , you will bid it welcome; that ſoe 


you may enioy ire life, It with baniſhment, you. 
will ſay , That yow efteeme your ſeife bamished whe 
reſoener. you are , till you may arrine to ſee the face 
of God : And that it imports you little , whether 
you zoe to heauen', from this , or that part of the 
earth ; And that , if you haue God in your com- 
pany , Whereſvener you are: , you 5ball be bappy; 
and if nut , your owne country will giue you miſery 
enough, If you ſee your ſelfe contemned,, ſay, 


the world deſpiſe mee, ſoe hee value mee, | 

Doe not affli& your ſelfe , about the ne- 
ceſſitie which you may ſuſtaine of - preſent 
things : for of your felfe you muſt deſpiſe 


to live..in conformitie - with Chriſt - our 
Lord , whoe made himſelfe -a poore man 


What -is there in the world , which 
his threates 3 and you will paſſe with- cou- 


in him, Goe and buy whatſoeuer you want, 


them , through the defire which you | haue | 


—T_w 


[of him, though he aske you all this world for 


J 
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it ; and ſec that you be not founde- without } | 
the loue of him , though it: ſhould coſt you}. 
your life, He 1s 4 hidden treafure, but be who fin- | 
des him , ſells all ro buy bim; Forin him alone, he 
findes himſelfe more rich, then with the mutti-' 
tude of all other things: | 

And now if it concerrie,euery oneof vs to 
loue him, how.much more doth it imiport that | 
ſhe doe it, whome he hath choſen for his ſpeuſe,-] 
It becomes the /eruant to feare his Maiſter ; and I 
the ſonne to honour his father , but the ſpouſes} Þ 
to loue her fellow ſpouſe, See you loucourlord, | F 
and take noereſt till ke have graunted youthis | 
ouift, Loue him with reuerence ,' for thatis| | 
the kinde of lone, which helikes. Eſteeme not| F 
him theleſle, becauſe he communicates him-|' Þ 
ſelfe to you; but wonder , 'how ſoe greate} I 
an altitude as his'; can ſtoope to ſuch a pro-] | 
founde baſenes as yours, It is the propertieof | Þ 
HI natured and ill mannered ſeruantsto valew} 'Þ 
their Maiſters at a lefle rate-for vouchſafeing |'F 
to deſcend and become familier. with them, | Þ 
then if they had lived which them likelords:| | 
But they whoe liue in true light eſteeme that 'F 
lord ſoe much the more , 'as he doth-more| F 
vouchfafe to diminifhhimfelfe. - © F Þ 
 __ Thetrueloue of Chriſt 6ur lord carries'th1s| Þ 
badge with it, in token that it is indeede of || þ 
him; That as it apprehends , and highly eſtee-]'»Þ 
mes the goodnes of God, foe it alfoe appre-] 'F 
hends, and profoundly difeſteemes , the wic-| 
kednes of man. Therefore loue , adore and} CS | 
| | , ſeruq 
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our lord, with oye :but yet retwyce with tre- 


' Ins. Nota trebling as of aſlaue, inthemid- 
Iſt oftorinets , bur as of atrue, & tender har- | 


td childe, who highly feares to giue any diſ- 
ſt co her father, how little it ſoeuer may be. | 
| Of your ſelfe you can doe none of theſe 
ings ; but if you humble your hart in the 
cknowledgment of your owne miſcries , if 
jou preſent your ſelfe often in prayer ; before 
Chrilt our lord, if you lodge him in your breſt 
the Communion ; if Ws 4m him ſpeaketo 
ouin your ſpiritual reading , and in fineif you 
jill but giue him leaue ito helpeyou, youare 
phaue confidente., that by little & litle he 
jillbe. healing your ſoule , notwithſtanding 


Ilthehiarſh encounters which may occurre, 


Doe nor ſtart out of his hids, though the cure 


1 4 Jutyou to paine 3 for, in fine, hee will worke 


hecure atthe fitteſt tyme, And for the afflic- 


1 Jos which he ſends you, & the delights whe- 
Jfhe depriues you, he will giue you his owne 
"Þolt plenrifull delight ; which ſhall inebriate | 
Joy, as if it BK 

1 Jpuſhall be infull Ioy, for alleternitie, without 
Je want of any good, and without the feare of 
4:4 wing what you haue: You ſhall there finde 

Four 1e 


ſame ſwelling riuer ; and 


P 


lfe to be highly wellcontent , & paid ; 


$1 more felicity ſhall be imparted to you, then 


| Jour ſelfe could wif how ArlFIS Which fe-: 
*Þ&ity.is not. a creature but a Creatour himſelfe | 


P*#! rhjngs ; thar crue God whoe lives & rai-/| 
 IſÞesfor the cternjry ofall cternities. Amen. ._ | 
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A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of by 
who Was growne a Preiſt. He 
Shewes that exteriour affti- 
fions muſt be deſrred for 
the ſeruice and loue 


of God. 
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Ight Reuerend Father , 1 haue receiued|F 
your letter, which hath wrought in methe}if 
ſame effect, with thoſe others which formerly 
I had fromyou ; Namely rendering of tharkes to lf 
ourlord, for the guifts which he hath beſtowed 
vypon you , according to the teſtimony which 
your words giue, of that which dwells in your 
heart, It wrought alſogreat confuſion in me, to 
ſee you call me the Maiſter, and Father ; of him, lf 
to whomeI should thinke' it a great fauour off 
out lord, if I'could deſerueto be a Sone , anda 
Diſciple. And eſpecially I was confounded , yealf 
and put to paine, to heare you ſay in the endo 
your letter, that you would haue written me! 
many, if it had not beene for the Decorum, which; 
you thought your ſelf bound to keepe , of all 
| Auditour , and a Scholler, This is not a courſt 
{ wherein you muſt proceed with me; for theres Þ 

| noe reaſon that you should put me to lolle, Fe 
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Þnely becauſe I deſire, to ſerue and profitt you. 
JFJAnd if you treat me in this manner ; you will 
NW Hake me heare, and hold my. peace. -IY 3 
, 1 Iknow not, if I wrote not toyou theother | 
KA hy, of an errour ; which T haue diſcouered in 
me; who yethold them(clues to be ſpirituall, 
nd it is , that they deſpiſe, the corporall affli= 
«{fons, and troubles , which are vndertaken, 
\[Forthe loue of ourlord, If I wrote to you there- | 
| if, chere wilbe nothing loſt , though I ſay ir 
ſſþucr againe ; and if not , it is neceſſary, that I 
Fvrite it, | | 
$ Since, that light of our eyes, Chriſt our lord, 


b 


F 


ned ſed in this world , vnder ſoe many afflitions, 
the FP died with foe many torments, his ſeruants 
wy ne ſoe hungry , of \uffering ſomewhat, 
to fÞÞ#t it exceedes the appetite wherewith men of | 
ed (tis world , runne after eaſe. And not onely aus 
:4-Wiey content to ſuffer affliftion, when it comes 


.nt onthem, (and much:more that kind of affli- 
ro $000; which may be neceſſary co them forthe. 


| Woyding of linne-) butthey ſcekeit our, by all 
ge wayes they can, and ſoe they make proofe 
dz Þreby ; of the loue they. beare to Chriſt our;|. 
yeall? d, conſidering how he was in ſoe miuch-pai- 

{of Eby the afflitions which he endured, for the: 


oY bue of VS, 


: 
| s 
| ! 


ich}8.. For, as the faint and tepid kind of man, | 
yould of himſelfe be glad to ſuffer noe affli- | 
Wons, but yer he beares them: with. patience |. 
els cn they come, leaſt otherwiſe he may offend: | 
ſe, 15rd) foe-the feruent: lower of Ieſus Chrilt,: | 
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| would faine takenoe caſcatall; and if perforce 
he muſt take any, heendures ir, but with patien- 
ce , becauſe ſoe Chriſt our lord , doth com> 
maund, In ſuch ſort that as he who is bur lack; 
in the ſeruice of God , hath delight and eaſe 
in his defire, and takes affliction buc with pas | 
rience , {oe the true Chriſtian is bur patient ro 
ſee himſelf at caſe , and hath affliction , in his} 
defire. | | 
+ This growes from the ſpirit of Chrilt our} 
lord; and whenthis isperfect in a ſoule, it wor-| 
kesrhar, which it wrought in him : which was] 
a lone of affliction for vs, the better to shew, vs} 
his love, And therevpon it alſo followes, that 
-whert'men would comfort one who 1s but flack| | 
and negligent , ypon the arriuall of any affl | 
tion , they mult doe it juſt {oe , as they would| 
_ | comfort agood Chriſhan , when he happensto|F} 
| bein repoſe andeaſe, Forthe one of them ſub 
ferseaſe which heloues not, and uſt ſoe , 4s aof- | 
fiction ſufferred by the other, Now this1s part If 
| of that, which Chriſt ourlord delivered, when i 
he commaunded-ys , to take vp; the Croſſe , if Wl 
meant to be his diſciples, I ſay it is.a part thereof; 
forthe other, and chiefe part whereof this Croſſe. 
conliſtes, is the mortification, and death of outly 
ſelf conceyt, and will ; and of our paſſions and ff 
powers, | _ * 
This 1s that old man, who muſt die, as Chrilk t 
-our lord died ypon the Croſſe , what is this ol 
' man-? the body, which is paſſible and mortal, 
' andrhar otherinward man, whereof I haue {p04 
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Ice ken before, mult bealſodead in vs. EF 
Kr if But although this be the cheife part of car- 
[rying the Croſſe , we mult nor put away that | 
jocher part, howſoeuer it beleſle principallthen, | | 
alt this, And thoughS Paul lay, Exercitatio Corpo Timorh 
Pe im ad modicum viilss eft , yet the {eruant of Chriſt | 
0 Four lord), will not leaue co pleaſe him, euen in 
his | the leaſt things which can -be thought, And 

Walt we should fall intoerrour , the ſame Apo-| | 
"A Yitle ſaith elſwhere., Caſtigo:corpus men &T in ſerui-(|* 97-9: 
OI tem redizo I'conceiue not that he ſaid this} be- 
V2 Frauſe be was tempted with the flesh, as ome vnder- 
-\\Fftand che difficulty whereof he complaynes; bur 


«| that he would punish and ſoecure himſclfe, by 


| 


x 
_— 
= 


_ body , leaſt his mind might orherwiſe grow 
uldEfck. Andelſwberehe faith;, when he recountes 
4 the afflitions which he endured. Semper mortifi- | 
| £| (tonem leſa Chriſtin corpore neſtro circumferentes, 

[where hee calles that the. mortification of Chriſt: | 
a7 which is thd very Croſſe of corporall afflictions, | 
Flo anothec place he ſaich alſo, Qu: Chrifti ſavnr, | P/al. 5. 
"© fermem ſuain. crucifixerunt, And. if he had meant 
| i thi onely:, of crurefing the affeFions, ic had ſuf- 
fe &d to'fay , Cum viths or concupiſcentis,but by 
= oay.. © vw Ag ELD | 


ciſh ' This he explicates very well, in his Epiſtle 
old tothe Corinthians where , amongſtorher things, 
alk Whercin men were to exerciſe themfelues, be | 


; ckens vpeorporall afflictions; namcly faſting | 
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Evay of preſeruatiue , viing this exerciſe of his [-- 
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ad watching , ſothart'the whole man ,'muſt ' |} 
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| chough it be for noe other reaſon, letit be done, }} 


-of Chriſt our lord, Should ſane vs, ( ſola enim} 


ynder-goethe Croſſe, fince Chriſt our lord, died 
vponit. Our ſoule muſt dye, by the compaſſion} 
and memory of Chriſt crucified , and by the 
mortification of the ould man , as hath beene| 
ſaid: andthe boay allo muſt dye, vpon the Croſſe 
of corporall afflictions, that ſoe the whole man, |] 
may be conforme to.Chriſt our lord, as heis in|} 
paine, and miſery.; fince heerecafter , he isto be 
conforme to him, as heis in glory. val 

 Thaue ſaid thusmuch , that you may take'a! 
fcantling, ofthoſe forces , which God hath gi- 
uen'you , and that foe you may imploy them, 
vpon doeing, and ſufferring,, all you can. And}F 
this , not onely conſidering that it may bea&|F 
'drefled to ſome other good intention, bureuen]} 


to the end that you may be in conformity with. 
Chriſt our lordas he was afflicted; and notvpon|} 

neceſſity , but. for loue. And though neyther|F 
thehairecloach, nor hard bed , nor ſuch thinges|F. 
as theſe, howſoeuer they be vſcdfor.the loue]} 


: 
o 
. 

; 


Crux Chriſt , eſt ſaluifica ) yet atleaſt lett vs vel} 
them in imitation ofthat-extreme pouerty ;andjF: 
sharpe affliction which Chriſt our lord: end&-jF- 
red, in beingi crucified , which-conſaderatioh;i 
will not be lightly eſteemed by vs , ifwe be not} 
wholy voyd of the loue, we owe him, Glory 
enim magna eft equi dominums And thus muctbog 
this matter. BEN 3 

There were:two other points, of which 1} 
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thought to haue. written , but there is noe umey} 
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[for them\now. I will note them downe, lea{t] ef 
{should forgett them : vpon condition that you 

write me word, what there is to be amended in 
_ Ec... | 
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14 Letter of the Authour to a Lord of 

great qualiry , who was ſicke , and | 

very fearfullof death. He teaches 
him how he is to'carry 


lnmſelf. 


i | [ Haue receiued your lord-ships letter, I haue: 


{4 readit, and Thaue vnderſtoodit; andT hope, 
our lord hath mercy for you in ſtore. For its 
{| 20e great wonder, that his grearnes 5hould doe | 
I |fauour to one who deſerues it not; ſince he hath 
'|doneir ſoe often, to ſuch as hauc deferuedthe 
-[} | expreſſe contrary. I am not ſorry a whitt, that 
|| your Jord-ship is affrayed of.death; foralthough 
;/0 {this feare beathiog paynefull, chere is noe hurt 
iF'} for a man to apprehendit; and many times it is 
| |. ſcntby our As by to the end,'that , by the ſpurre 
8 | of feare, we may bee yrged on todoethar, which 
"| | wee will notdoe, for the ſpurre of love, And he 
if as being a father of mercy ,. vſcfull ro guide 
F };thoſe affaires, in ſuch an admirable manner; as | 
78 {fÞar, both feare, and hope, may helpe vs toride / 
"8 that way , which itis neceſſary, for him topre- 
— os a 
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\ ware, and to make playne ; -and in fine ths 
are , ſerues for many good purpoſes, and iris | 
wutcfall for none. 

I deſire, that your lordshipp , would com- 
' | :naund that houſe to bee built, where y our pa- 
ges areto bee _ As alſo \ that you would 
Jefrey the coſt of thoſe armes, and horſe, whe- 
rewith thoſe townes of yours are charged. I 
\ wish more ouer, that you would not catiſe an 
ſumptuous cloathes, or furniture, or ſuchlike] 
things to bee prouided now, Beſides if you re- 
| miember any thing which you may haye'wonne 
ill-at play , which eithergs not reſtored, or els 
not loſt againe to the ſame partyes, I aduiſe you | 
ro make reſtitution thereof, And , foraſmuch 
as theimen, who arc Lords of ſtares, as your 
Lordship i is, are not able to reach to the know 
ledge of all the wrongs which may bee dopeto| 
others by you”, noe not: yer your ſeruants| 
( chroughtheire negligence ) Icould wisb, you 
would commaund it to beepubtished, inall the] 
Churches of. your- ſtate', thar whoſoeuer had| 
| receiued any wrong by you, $hould declare the]. 
ſame, and that ſatisfaQtion sh6uld be j ginen him, 
Andyoushall doe well, to appoltitthe Priot'df} | 
S3iar Dominiq ue , and 1 Paſtor' of Fo 1 
Church Whetes you dwell, atdfome matylear 
ned in the lawes ; who khowes' 'rhe/affairevof 
your ſtate , to heare , and ſce what wete fit to; i] 
bee done, Some particular cauſes your Lord+| F 
'ship shall doe well to heare your ſelf, (ark 1 
Ic Should be of ſome trouble to you. JWSY | 


had 


Thhey may not (ay elswhere, ' charthis courſe purs 


J/adiorned;rill after this life. Ler it be noe impedi- 


{mate your ſelf with-new courage , to' offer | 


1 Was bot borne for your felf, but for God. For: 
1 = chaſed by leſus Chriſt, whobought vs, with 
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youto more payne , Then ir doth, Idefire by all 
[meanes, thar all chis may bee done; for it ſeemes 
ſto mee to be a firt remedy of all choſe wrongs, 
whichmay concerne your neighbours, & now, 
itis as eaſy todoe it well as it vill be hard, ific be 


ment to this, that the world may chaunce nor to 


God, will caſely deſpiſe, that ofthe world; 
As for thatperſon, with whome your lord- 
[ship willed mee to ſpeake , I baue notdone it 


dayes together, But yeſterday, Troſe, andT will 
take grear care todoe what you c6mannd very. 
| aortly and youshall knowe what 1 finde, 
Since you went from hence , our lord hath 
| bee ne pleaſedto giue mee a tuth more particy- 
[lar care to recotrimend you'tntothe hands of his | 
[ wer cy. I did'not. then, vriidecſtand the cauſe, | 
[it is like ro bethis thas chere is more._nieede the- 
Teof, Be it what itwill, yourlordship is to ant- 


likeit; ſncehe , whoe reſpects the pleaſure of 


[yct: for, T haue now kept tny bed tenor twelue | 


| our felf vp ro the will of ourlord: Nike one who! 
[þerformes ſeruiceto his father whois ſome rear! | 
[tian , v home hee lones much: your lor Ship 


een before you were borne, you were already | 


himſelf ( a price oz ineſtimable valewe ) to 3 
| end that wee , who live, might as S. Paul fayerh, | 


6 | meliue to — but to. im. n..Whoi 1s hee, that. ]. 
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| lofleof their lives in ſome warr for ſlight cay- 


| tioners : and shall not wee aduenture to. putt 


will pretend toremayne his owne, now thathe 
ſees himſelf to haue beene bought, by Almighty 
God, and by the price of God himſelf? 

There are men , who offer theinſelues to the 


ſes : and shall wee be ſoe deſtitute of courage : 


as not to gine our-ſclues to God 2 He gaue him- | 


ſelf for vs , into the hands of thoſe baſe ERECY- 


our-ſclues into his? He did it, that he might 
die ; and wee are to doe it, that wee may liue, 
I would not haue your lord{hipp to be ni- 
oardly herein , but make now this account, 
There is a God; and for that miſery, which he 


hath endured for mee ; and for thoſe ſinnes | 


which he hath forgiuen mee , and for thoſe] 
bleſſings which he hath vouchſafed mee ; 1 
owe my ſelf to him, three thouſand times ouer, 
If hithertoI haue not giuenhim, the entiredo- 
minion ouer myſelf, I am ferry for it, From 
this inſtant I give my ſelffree ; and without 
any impediment, or obligation otherwiſe; that 
he may rreate me wholy, according to his wil 
and that mine, may ſubmite it ſelf , to his, as 
well in the docingof any thing which he com- 
maundes, by his holy lawe: as in the ſuffering 
of any affliction, which he shall either conti- 
nue, or addto mee, Where can Ibe kept bet-' 
ter, then in the hands of God , into which 


| putt my ſelf? ſince he ſuffers not: his'creatures 
to beloſt: and was contentto looſe his life,chat}} 
|T might be enabled to doe this. He would not|} 
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would not take pleaſure in itt, if he did not 
defire it. For it is not 2 proceeding for God ta 


vie, to deſire vs to giue him that , which he 
| hath noe mind to receiue, any more, thenit is 


his cuſtome, to commaund that wee -aske. and 
tified his deare willtovs, wherewith he delires 


his.: let vs nor-doubt to beleiue, bur that he, 
(whois ſocarcfull to demaund, and he who 


{{demaunds with the menace of hell;, if it be 
{not eraunted., and with-promiſe of the king- 
[dome of heauen. ifit be ) will not be ſlackein 


receiuing that very thing , which he. de- 
maunds, 
Let it notſeemeto yaur Lordship,that the 


| < nnes of your former life , ought todiyert you, 


Wl this amorous embricemens of Almighty 
with his armes allopen, and fince he doth! ſo, 
before the inner calles on him. For thus he 


faith, Fornicala es cum amatoribns multis ;, amen 
reneriere ad me, Of ego Ment ſe, T hoy befor 


C435 


I ſay this, | trans ES what I cqnceiue. al 


our good, and conſequently that wee may bee | 


God : ſince he ſtands crying. Qut to a Gianer, | 


yethe forbeare to giue. And fince he hank: no- |' 


| 
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Jaske it of mee, if he did nor like it: and he 
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- {God neuer grauntshis pardon and-mercy, bit 
|1to ſuch aone, as vnderſtands his owne miſerie;] 


DH of theyre loue ) therfore doe they tudge 


| of your ſelfe : confetle , and beleiue , rhat you 


| well bow to loue. And from hence it growes, } 


your lordship, you are endewed with a greater 
meaſure of the knowledze of yoar ſelf;, then of the| 
k nowlecize of God : andrherefore, that you will be 
more ſubie& to feare, then to hope, and love, [| 
wish you not to retra& the ill opinion you haue 


haue cauſe: and doe nor ſceke to remoue your, 
feare, with falſe hopes , and lyes : to diminish 
your miſeryes , by that meanes. This would 
not indeed proue any diminution, but anaddi-! 
tion of one miſcheif;vpon the backe of another, 
and thelatter, would be worſe then the formet; 


andan impediment , in ſteedofa remedy : fince| 


. But beleive, that as wee are more wicked, 
then wee can arriueto knoive : foe is God more| 
good, thet wee can poſlibly imagine, Anothet| 

kind of hart hath he, then wee conceiue, and} {| 
eſpecially in pardoning : which men Knowe 
very ill how tg doe, becanſe'they knowe not 


that chey are not able to reach ; to that height 
of mercy, which God vouckiſafes'to finners. For: 
as they know nothing by experience of them} 
ſelues, but anger, againlt ſuch as offendthem | 
( and if they pardon, there yet remaynesa thou- 
ſand reliques'of thediſguſt , and withall agreat 


hd 


of God, as they would doe of themfelues ; and. 
if they ſay with theyre mouths, thatthere is dif- 


| Iferenceberweent'God and man - and that they 
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[Forgiue as well as they can ,yet theyr harts: doe 


[retes him, and ſtill carries he hart of a father 


[fort his love isthat which ſtill exceeds, 


lin to the hart of God, by him , whoisthe Mes- | 
{diatour betweene God —_ men Teſus Chrift our | 
lord. Who bein __ oaturall ſonne, did gayne 


notbeateto the ſame time.W bea your lordships 
ſonnes shall bee more growne , and Shall baue 
iven you ſomediſguſts;you will hauc had ſome | 
ſcar, andraſte of this, X 
The father doth not vnloue the ſonne , al- 
though that ſonne make himangry; burhe cor- 


towards hes, And ſoe is ourlord wont to pro- 
ceede; and whenſocuer the ſinner hath a mind 
toreturne to him, he refuſes not toreceiue him 
into his paternall harr. 

Yeaandeuen when he retournes not, heis 
deſiring that he would rerourne : and all his | 
finnes arenot able to quench this defare in him, | 


| 


Now wee gayne this loue, 'and this retreat, 


the adoption of ſonnes for vs : and that God 
Should haue the hart of a father towardsvs, his 
ſonnes 3 whenſocuer wee would diſpoſe our 
ſcluesto enioy this benefitt, by meanes of pen- 
nance, and the Sacraments. This loue, is as the 
roote from whence itproceedes, that Almigh-. 
ty Godis content to expect vs, tocall ys, to xe-. 
ceiue ys, to pardon vs, and to ſauevs. For if: 
wee conſider well, the hart, and loue, where» 
with thisfauour is dane vs ;.it willenamour Vs, | 
and oblige vs more to him, then the fauourir 


a” 


ſelf, which he affordes. , what athing isit, that 
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nuchloue he beares him, and normirhandin 


beleiue ir , in reſpect thar it is ſo ſtraunge a' 


God, fince he beleiues it not ,, becauſe it is foe 


God tk {oe much loue man, as throught the} 


the greatoftences which man commitrtes again 
him, he yet doth not take this loue from hing; 
nor dochit euer make him ſay, I-will lone ſuch 4| 
one note more, thongh be come to mee azayne : I will 
not ſeeke him out , nor will I'ſend to entreate him ;\| 
that be may retonrhe to my houſe, Heſaith noe ſuch 
ching ds this, But that petſeucring loue,; doth 
ſtill burne with a lively flame ; and this ſos 
very clearely , thar'as theſe great waters of his/| 
torments, could not ſoe quench them, as to 
make hit forbeate to dye for vs : ſoc neither | 
carrthe niuch greater waters of our ſinnes , ex- 
tinguish this enflamed charity of God towards | 
vs. Bur ic remaynes cuer conquerour, bothin|, 
his paynes , and in our offences : ſuflering 
there, and forgiuing theere; Hee who s$hall| 
wendet at this , will haue reaſon, For it 
would be a wonderfyll thing , if this kind of | 
loue were shewed, euen from an inferiour, 
ro a ſuperiour ; or at the moſt, from but an | 
equall , to an equall, Butt now , this loue | 
from God to man, is more then wonderfull:! 
Andyet, on the other fide, he who hall not 


thing , putts a great affront ypon Almighty 


wonderfull a w orke, | 
- Whereas, on the other ſide it 1s as cleare'| 


way whereby. to knowe the workes of God; | 
if they be foe great , as to make (uch wonder, | 


| 
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as know them; For if he be wonderfull , his 
workes are alſo to beſoe, And if the reſte of 


his workes be wonderfull , theſe of his loue, | 


arc wonderfull in the higheſt degree : foraf- 
much as they ſpring , out of his goodnes: in the. 
manifeſtation-w hereof , he takes moredelighr, 
and glory, and vſcs it more , then in the mani- 
feſtation of the other attributes, As the Pro- 
pher Dauid ſaith ,, Miſerationes eins ſuper omnia 
opera eins, His mercyes. are oner all by workes, 


it is much ; and who refuſe to expecte , and 
hope, becauſe that which he promiſes is much: 
comparing , and paralleliog the great as of 
God, by the ſoe short meaſure of theyre owne 
poore vnderſtanding. OY 


water: and much lefſe, how he can beſtow any 
ſuch water, as that whoſoeuer dranke thereof should 
thirſt noe more, But our lord ſaith, that the woe- 
man knowes not the guift of God, nor who it is 


{ |.that aduiſes ber tofaith , and penance 7 and'who 


is ready to infuſe the holy Ghoſt, into! her 


[hart, And ſoe; there are ſtill , men foe co- 


wardly , and weake in faith, that they cannot 
belciue any thing of God, but onely in'confor- 


|mity with theyre owne poorenes. Placeing 
theyre eyes vpon theyre lirtle ſtrength”, and | 


theyre little deſert : and fo like beaſts of earth 


they creepe vpon the earth, and riſe noe higher, | 


How ill therefore are they aduiſed., who re- 
fuſe to beleiue that which God doth , becauſe. 


- The woeman of Samaris , cannot arriue to. 
|knowe , how Chriſt our lord can come by any 
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| behouldijr ſelf with new feruour;and to amend 


ought , may well hope, that he ſhall haye it; | 


will haue nothing to feare,, as that flauemuſh 


doe who wantes loue. 


it now. For our Lord commaunded twice; 
that his people ſhould bee circumciſed. Once | 
when he enioyned Abraham, todot it; andthe | 
ſecond time; when he brought loſwe into.the land 
ol | 


2 man,froma worldly, and wicked life , to 


'The ſecond is, when God willcarty aſoule to 
| his kingdome, and then he commanuinds it, to 


it ſelf, and to cutt of all ſyperfluity ; to theend, 
that, with purity, and joy, it may expecte that: 
crowne of a kingdome, which the goodnes of 

Peer pete Penn _ - God | 


__S$SPIRITVALL Ep.48. 
| Burhe that lookes vpon God, whogiues vs 
his ſonne, who is his loue, and who ſweetnes | Þ 
Gad towards vs; and in whome he'is ſoe highs | ſh 
ly content, and in whome his diuine eyes take | If 
delight, how eanhe doubt, of that hatc, but} bþ 
that it will bee fatioutable to vs, when weecall,|' IC 
 vpon it; with pennance;and pitifull in ali thoſe; | 
{ neceſſities, which may otturre to.vs. He the-:| 
refore who knowes this, and defares it as he | 


And with hauing that, he hath all good ; and:þ 


| Make therefore haſte, toloue this Lord; þ 
| who loues you ſoe much ; and hath conſerued/|| ih 
youſo well, Andifeueryou had a defireto re=| 
forme your ſelf, and to follow our Lord-yet | th 
cloſer, beſure that you renew it, and encreaſe | 


of promiſe - The firſt, fignihees the ſl.conuing of | 


low the. way of the will of God , which is the |' I 
freight way; eſpecially in the eyes of the world; | F 


 þ 


A | boc hath — Fo his o—_ Your } 


; ndler mecknowe how tlie: worldyoes with 
| Hee will yer remaine with hauing put our | 


ha og againſt feare, The' Holy Gp. ; thar þ | 
| Fea comforter, which this hi Teſws Ebtifl | 
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IRR muſt yſe:to dere commudny- 
te often ; for it. is a thing! g,which ues moſt! ; 
zehgeh, = comfort, es PE oe mA 
ſur abſolution; and to recetue our Lord ſeſws 
(iſt into our ; beſomies. You miſt pray , and], 
 ſrad;and giuealines, anddoe \yhatfoeuer other |: 
Ipod worke;' our Lord fait infpire you ro. |: 


And if your Lordship. recouer your health, : 


ule'well iti order; and with"fiauitig gotten | 


& Lord; was Linen to ſuch as are welldiſpo-'; 
td; ro receiuert; dwelleueriri yout Lordſhip,” | 
teach your how yor rid}: beſt-pleafe him, p 
ny you; ; Bythe righe: "Way. Atnen; * $6497 
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| bein LESS | 


if Letter of the <Lutboyr 10.4 Lady who wasfich, Y | 
cofpnforts bex 1 in ber af] EY en i | 
| hex to beare them for. the lowe, of Oe! [ 
E . io riod. who be wenfetolli- Es. 


Adais 1 _ Ys re that yOU:ae 
{4 LVL fick, andil amnot ſory.for it, For if it.com 1 
it you chrough any.cxctlc of pennance, the: 

nislnjent is well employed; and if you be { 
VPOA Boe. other. reafan, but. onely. becauſe gh | 
lod ſcdesinig toy984|Er5ysbid inxpelcomenag zopdl | 
wo a ejogamicee his ef, A ph my | 
n ſomereſpeCt, your paine putres me Lo _ | 
fas our lord knowes, yet onthe other ſide, Tam|'f 
of of it, becauſe I cleary diſcerne the profit lf | 
+hich will be made vpon this occaſion , by one{] | 
iwhome I ſoc muchdelire toſee improucd. They || | 
arenot comforts.which I wish tomy children, || f 


{ibur they are corr Ort time of comfort 


comes afterward. 


teyes from of the Croſſt,na 2CTPBUr 
:who placed you onit. Gioenar oper<ill youſin-l | 
e that ſuffcranceis of a ſweet taſte, forthatis||ſ 
etruc touch of loue. Take/noe conpalinÞ | F 
| ypon your ſclfe , for thereare Hoth in heauen||] 
es carth, whohaue compaſſi, -« 2 OD 2 you, frogs! 
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: EPISTLES. Ep. 48. 33 370 
| cir yery hearts , and thar which is laidon'you : 
[was vety well conſidered of before; aud it paſs | 
ſed through the handes of one, who lodes you | 
with-molt perfe& loue; 

+ Let not yout faichgrow weake in theſe ne-| 
I|cefficies , and dangers , not your loue by the |; 
feeling of theſe aMictiss: when the fire is preat, | 
1! {|the winde doth not onely- not quench it, but |: 
i Jinflame ic. And foe whien 2 ſoule Touts God |: 
| Jjpurinieſt, any lictle blaſt of aire putsit out, as 
Jiit would doe a candle. But true love growes 
| mafflicion , for it applies! more ſtrength where- 
6}. Jjvick to <ndure , the more weighi,, it fees co- 
#1 Jimic ing covwardes it.” And becauſe chlo loue igof 
al d., it conquers afflidtion': and five. water. 
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Snld'ferue to queich' that fire, which comes 
towne from heauen;* | 
wa ow fordcalled you; that you might loue! 
, aid rhiblout'is oe ſuch rhing as muſt” 
ſo you reaſon ts regale your ſelfs:"' Bar you 
| bſFabhorre your qc for: hs loue' of Chriftf 
| tv Hort; andden) ye your {elfe , toconfelſe him: | 
Q I! id be cruel! ro your ſelfe. , hat You may be| | 
45h and acceprable'to his divine Makeſty. 4f}. ? 
|| Jhouloue and delice rs -enioy your [elfe ;7you |. | 
ur Il miſt: t olue to looſe your ſelfe: If you Telire þ | 
m1 oſt the face of God,you nut palle rowardes! |. * 
t- 1dr k' chrough £ che piles, If you carets fodge}| | 
1 Myirt your hare, caſt your. ſclfeaway' > *W ch}. 
any other” creatures ypoti him,” Our lortwill x 
Pate you all alone', arid 3ll afflicted ot foray 
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[ 272 SPIRITVALL Ep. 48. 
' © | naturall ſonne, was ſoeafflicted, he likes not 
to ſte his adopted ſonnes. apparrelled with any 
other livery then that. There is nothing oe! 
beautifull ia his ſight, as,to ſeethe image af his 
onely begotten ſonne in vs. And as there igno- 
thing,vpon which aſoule can foe gladly looke, 
asvponourlord Ieſws being tormented for loue 
of ys yppnthe.Croſſe, and che more afflicted and 
deformed weſee him there, the more beaurifyll. 
he ſeemesto ys,ſoc the more yuce {uffer for God, 
the more beautifull weeshall ſeemero him, ..,. 
Noris it much, thata ſoule which deſiresto, 
| ſceme handſome in rhe fighr of God.,, shguld 
adorne it ſelfe with ſuch,curious cleanſing we 
ters, as may enamour his divine Maieſty: by his} 
| {ecing/her ſince the women of the world doe 


tnany thinges which putthem to no ſmall trou- 
| ble, and charge  ſae;that,they may contentthe | 
fonnes of men, Madam we muſt caſt our skins| 


« 4 # © 


| nes, before.we shall be. pleaſing to Alm biy. 


God, Gouldis purified by:re, apd che texrgldnve | 
all part being conſumed, at comes reſplendent; 
from the Crucible, BYE tio, 1,35 d tat 
' Let vs be achamed of being.foe weake ina[ [| 
buſznes which is ſoc great, as to jmporethepke |] 
fing of Almighty God,; and: if we vndeutiapd 


” 


f , pO ET C k : | 
this;poyne.'well indeed,,'we. shquld get heat | 


euen to shed our blood for him, that ſoe, wel [| 
mighx appeare fairer 19 his fight. As a cerpaine || 

holy Excmite, conſidering this very thing and || 
ſeein F) woman of the world goe foe gallant | 
and foe well adorned, he began to weepe and 
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E- : Patdoir me, O Jord | pardon, me I beſeech 
ſthee: for the curiofis dreſſing, w v_ this wo- 
||\man, beſtowes vþor her ſelte in this one day, 
to! pleaſe the eyes bf the wor d,oucrſtrips all the | 
paines which I hpuetaken many yeares for the 
pleaſing of thine.” - | | 
$oe that , my good lady, this evittepiſe of | 
loue is noe marrer of wordes , but of ſorrow, of | 
bitter torments / of the dishonour of the world, 
of being abandotied by the creaturesthereof, & | 
ſometimes euen' of the ſeenitng abſence from 
# proteion of the Creatour, And notwith- | | 
ading all this a'man muſt cary a good coun- | 
'" ance, and not be ſubieft to complaintes; or 
deietion of heart : but he muſt reſemblethat* 
Martyr, whoſe bowels they drew out of his bo- 
to, andwhoſ flesh they tore from his bones, 
with iron cornibes *and yer there” ſoundednoe* 
lword out of his mouth bur the name of leſws,” 
tor was there any thing in his hart; bat Blefſe 
lhe God; togeather with þ apurpoſe to )enduteyet | | 
more, if God shoulddiſpoſe himſelfe to ſend] 
To ſuffer for Chriſt our lord; is creat gloty, | 
| {and God impartesnorthar , burt to ſich a 6ne, | 
ſevhome he loues'much. A great mercy It is ts 
aca guilty perfoh fillips, and co releaſe thoſe” 
lcourges *; which were: his dew; and If thar 
Iſwhereinwe {ſtand vbliged: tothe inſtice of G69, | 
maybe fatisfied by whar'ive carſiiffer Wet in | 


[[tcrame of Godlervsfall ro worke; atiQYetys YH ; 


y wharſoeucrhis oy 5 iyitllnnp fe, | 


7 


© that beirty gone: from herite 7 we” $1: __ 
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{tantly by behold the face of God, Lo 


ly ypon the end thereof, we ſhall belandedin| 
our owne country, S. Awguſtme ſaith that he 


dead:;tor Marcyrdome makes aſoule fly ſtreyghe 
vp.to heauen, Let vs therefore labour to be 


Martyys by our patience in affliction , for 
chopgh our perſecution be nor ſoe- greiuous 


life might not be too: recreatiue , --but a 


ſhould be." 26-47 


® ,, 
-- 
? uy 


God. This makes vs endure dishonours withy/ 


This loue is in this, like allother loue,, that! 


labour in this banishment of ours ; for inftant-| 


wrongs 4 Martyr who prayes for him when he js | 


as theirs was for the time, yer it laſteslon-| 
ger. And we ſhould indeed defire , that this 


meere Martyrdome, For ſuch was the life.offf 
our Lord, and ſuch doth hee defire that out$}: 


There haue beene many martyrs for, the] 
faith of Chriſt our Lord-,'but in fine many} 
are gone to heauen ; who were'not ſoe.' But | 
| we all muſt. be the Martyss of loue : if we4 
.meane to goe thither, This loue mult tor-J 
| ment vs, and put ys to paine , both becaule| 
ourſelues offend God , asalſobecauſe-others|' 
| doe it. This loue muſt depriue vsof the coth-| 
forts of this life, and mult load our ſhoulders] 
with a Croſſe. This loue muſtmake. ys firſtim-|| 
brace affliction , and then paſſe oyer- it ,it] 
the flame which:was Kkindled by our loue-of | 


out feeling+them as wine doth a drunkard:| 
whoſocuer polſlelles it ſcekes nor himſelt but} 


Ep. 48. | 


7 


his: beloved, who inour caſe, is God aloneend]| [| 


I” {cauſe your: many finnes deſerue-ir ; and foe 
{ Jjyou are to make your payment heere \, and | 
1 {I beſeech our Lord that you may: doe: :ſoe.'| 
+ J{For if I should:dye , before'you wantto 

| {[Purgatory' ,” perhaps you might+ want a] 
1. {[freind whoe would carry ſoe much com- |. 
| | paſſion to: yout ſoule as my felf; and would | 
| {take fos much care to free it,” and if you |. 
| Jidye firſt , T ſhall have paincenough, in thin-'|' 
| King of you. PH Ar cance afwogy 
lf} Excuſe mee, for it-is not fitt , that*| 
 1{fyther you'or I; ſhould haue an eye to! our] 
| J{owne eaſe ;' bur that alchoughs wee should |. 
| [[know , that-after - thislifei wee mult: ſuffer | 
1 paine , yet heere we muſt alſo take courage 
[11 [[9 fuffer afflictions forloue , & loue is content "| _ 
_. oO TD 


mn _ wy . 


CE 


EPISTLES. | 


cruell, how full of compaſſon willitbe aftex-= 
wardes, to him 'who hath bowed downe the 
head, ro teceiue, Martyrdome at the hand. 
thereof > | wir ; : | we 


{loue, wherewith it torments heere , nor that 
wherewith it comforts aftetwarde. Let vs be- 
keine it”, ſfifice God hath aid”; it; and Ter ys 
walke on in thefaith, which we haue iti his 
words ;forwe haue yet a long. way to make. 


{hoe man can ſcape ſufferi ne trnch-; 'eyther an 
for if God 'giue you much afflidion, it'is 'be- 


Chooſe which you had rather haue”, eyther | 
long. affliftions, or els very great ones, "for |, 


one fashion of another, Benotſorry far this; þ 


—_— 


A man-cannot eafily- feele the force” of | 


FIR. 


= 6.44 » B17 OY? 
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his holy will. Bur thisloue which now is foe = 
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Gal, 2, 


| ovich nothing, bur loue. Chriſt our lord ſuſfe- 


red for our loue.Chriſt our lord carried the Croſe 
ſe; and lerr vs helphim to cary it on, Chriſt our 
lord is dighonoured , and I renounce honour, 
Chriſt our lord ſuffered rorments', and MMere- | 
foretheyshall bewelcome to me. "He was ſubiet 
to many necefſityes, and I ſubmitte my ſelfeto 
the ſame, For me he made himſelfe a ſtranger, 
and I deſire. nor'to be the owner of any ſingle |- 
thing}, wherein niy;heart may reft. He dyedfor | | 
' me\,and lett my life;be a continuall death, fox| 
' the loue of him, Let me line yet now notme, batle 
; Chriſt our lord line in, me, and that Chriſt, who| 
wascrucified;exhauſted, abandoned by all the] 
' warld, and receiuedalone by Almighty God, .,.| 
-. This Chriſt, Lloue ;-vpon the Croſſe will | 
ſceke him; and from thence baue I nocdelireto| 
 figde him, Let-himdiſpoſe of me, how hewilk| 
|fogmy, part I will ſuffer affliction ; =X him, Ler| 
'lim chooſe wherherhe will gine me any reward} 
'or noe;forthe yery-ſuffcring it ſelfe, is an abune| 
ant reward, Andifhe would grauat me 2greaty. 
ſuite, I would defixenoe other, then to haueaf-| 
flicions : for thereby I may know that I loue] 
him, and that he alſoe loues me , ſince he layes| 
;me ypon the Croſſe , where himſelfe, lay, For] 
[though I haue noe/ayme at mine. owne profitt, | 
yet know full-well that if I continue vpapthe | 
Croſſe-he will aary me to his Growne. To himy; 
beglory, through the Jcqerpity of all etcrnityes.| | 


Amen.. 5 F.—4 S | ; 54 | 
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|» Now.my good Father:, shallyou ſee, the 


"'EPISTLES.” | 


A. Letter of the Authonr , to one , who formerly,bad | 
 beene a diſciple of bis, and then being of the Sqcie; | 
- ty of Jeſus, was growen tobe, at the poynt of 
death. He. congratulates bis depaiture_bence,, and | 
©, ls goeing to entoy the fruites of bis labour in his | 
'  Qrder; and he gines hun great hope, of the eternall 
| .. kingdome , by meanes of the bloud of Chriftour 
bh fen..:.:: | oY 


THE graceof the holy Ghoſt, be euer with | 
'4 you. Though heere they. fay that. you are | 


yponthe point of paſſing intoghe land, of the 
huing, ſoeas aman may thinke, thatwhileſt.l 
amwriting this, you may already beenioying, 


ter towards you 3 congratulating; with you, 
your promotion to that Prebed, intheCbarchof 


In a good houre,, both to {ee all Geod, and:to 


ollelle. ir, forall eternity,Goe. ina good houre, | 
hoche boſome of the celeſtiaHfather, wherehe | 


entertaines thoſe lambes of bis, with glory; 
which beere:heifed with his grace , and cofre-. 


' , 


+ 


thedeare imbracements of ourallſwceteTeſus; | 
yetT thought it. not amiſle,; to venture this let-:| 


; 


_— OI 


the celeſtiall Jeruſalem, where, withoutallcea-. | 
| ling, Godis praiſed, and ſcene, fre. to face, Goe:| 
in agood houre, moſt deare father »goe Lay, | 


our, Which God did you;iuealling you co.] 
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| inrecompence thereof, he will giue you heanen 
| for your Religious Order, and zlory for that Croſſe, 
| which you haue borne for his ſake. Bleſſed be 
| our lordTeſus Chrift, who hath goodnes enough, 
ive ſuch glory , to ſuch wor-| 
mes of the earthzraifing vp the poore man ont of the| 


— — 


a Religious life, and in giuing you grace, inthe 


tollow him, by the way of the Creſſe. For now 


ro inducehim tog 


» Happy is the houre of our corporalldeath, ſince 


{ thereby wee arecxalted, & intitled totake our | 
; ſeate, am6glt-thoſeprintes, who liveeternally, 


| inthe high prefenceof God. Q-day, whictis 
andin which, wee aſcend to ferne our Lord,in 
' good earneſt ,and not as wee' are wont to doe 


— —— _._— 


retort 


which we performe to God. For heerea man 


goes halting,8&faynting with hunger, through] 
his delire to pleaſe that diuineMaieſty, & to fer-| 
uehim with all the ſoule.Burtinheaus, this deli-| 
reisperfected; & that ,'in ſocopleat a manner, 


that all thewhole man, isimployed inthe ſer- 


uice, & praiſe of God, withoutbei ngſubie&ts] 


theleaſt impedimEt,whic h may interpoſc itſelf 


| duff, that he may ſit among the Princes of bis people, | 


: the end of laboyrs, and theend'alſo, of finnes,| 


: heere below, where wee are all-diſcomforted;} 
through the 'imperfeRions of thoſe ſeruices, | 


EF: 
- 
an... 4 


: 
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| ſtregrh whereof, you diſpihng the world, might]. | 


| 


'' 


© 


_— yy 
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Bleſſed be-God, w ho hath, foe ſoone beene | 


+ 


leaſed ro gather'you vp, into hisgranaty, le 


hrallice minht els hane chaunged your mind ; andto | 


ſhew you theriches of his bounty, who for ſoe 


few yeares'of-ſcruice , imparts an eterni 


> 


reward. 
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into the hands of ſuck a Lord, to know him, & 
to loue bim, chough itbe with many impe'fec- 
tions. But he wathes them away by his bloud, 


paternallloue, which he beares vs, both makes 
him eaſtly encline to pardon our faulrs, & ro be 
| |yery copious inrewarding ourſeruices: Andhe 
coducts vs through the middeſt of thered/en, to 
the.land of promiſe diuiding vs, from our linnes 
asfarre of , asthe Eaſt, is fromthe Welt, atid 
drowning them in his bloud. Soe that although: 
wee-may fee-them ſtill, yet-weeſhall ſeethem 
dead, & they will ſerue-but to giue vsmaxcer, & 
reaſon., to pra 
[the borſe and horſeman, inta the ſea, © 


|. GoeSir, with the benediction of ourford: 


_ 
9 - 
mw_ i S_ _- 
— 


— 
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| Sir,-this is God , this I ſay is God, thisis the | 
fruit of bis. paſſion, this.is the valew of his gra- 


ce; this is our happy encounter, to hauefallen | 


making ys partakers of his Sacramets, Andthe 


iſe our Loxd, who hath 'catt both 
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| Gen. {ay to you, you are our brother , and wee defire thatl 


24. 


| bee #n the whales belly , yet he harkenes to his 


you may encreaſe to thouſands of thouſands, and that' 
your ſeede may poſſeſſe the gates of your enemyes. 

| I doe not pretend totell you, how you muſt 
prepare your ſelf, for this Feait, for there you 
haue them, whocandoe it,and who will helpe 
you to paſſe on, out of the hands of men, into 
the hands of God. Andlet ourlord who came 
into the world for you, and who aſcended vp 
tothe Croſſe for you, be he who ſuccours you 
inſuch ſorte, that though you walke «n the middeſt 
of the shadow , of death, you may yet feare noe ill. 
Sec youcall ypon him, for though you ſhould} 


ſeruants, euen whenthey are there, Callvpon' 
his Bleſſed Mother, who is alſo ours. Call vpon] 
the Saints, whoare our Fathers, and our bre-] 
thren ; for with ſuch helpesas thoſe, you can-] - 
not feareto looſethe celeſtiall kingdome. + | . 
Andif ourlord,willthaue you paſſe through] Þ 
Purgatory, let his name be blefſed' ill ; for foe] 
that you may haue hope to ſee him, you ſhall}. 
gladly endure any thing', which may be impo-| 
ſed, I beſeech Chriſt our Lord who dyed for} 
you, to accompany you at your death, and're-|: 
ceiueyouinto his owne armes , whenyoude-] 
| _ of this life, Say youto him, as hee} 
aydtohis Father, [n manu twas Pater, commends} 
porimmmeum, And TI confide in his mercy, that} 
you ſhall be receiued by him, as aſonne ; and] 


Chriſt 


treated-asthe heire of God,and'coheyre with), 
our Lord. EHOTERN.. | 


_—_— 


31 
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woo 


Jy Eon ſcruant of Chriſt ourLord; you;| 


II%he redemption of tyerr body. 


| 


|4 Letter of the. Authour to a Religious | 
.Woeman , Who Was neere ber death.” | 


He encourages her , and shewes. 
how she us to Carry her ſelf, 
_ at that time, 


ſent mee word, that you were in the;laſt 
daycs of your life; and that this, was the: time, 


|whereinyou deſired meeto rememberyanu.Soe | 


pl doe, And though the new es you gue mee 1s | 
not pleaſing to fleſh and bloud ;yer when, 


TE wt F Mt %4 


Q 
were at hand. For though Chr 


by his goodnes, & the merit of bis bloud, from-| 


mortall fiones. 3; yer {till you are in. daynges-of 


tie, as that itmakes, eyenaS, Pauland others, 
who arelike him, fjgþ;andgreane: and fay ,"as | 


- 


| ſpoke RPOAYOn , with chriſtian cyes., ig is to, | 
; I [recreate my 1oule., Andſoe is it alſo r9.xecreate- 


him ſelf relates it, that they lined in expeBation of 


ate” 
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But there, you ſhall neither finne mortally, ] 
noryenially. For by meanes of thebloud of that 
lambe , which was ſhed for vs, hell, where they 
etier finne; ſhall have nothing to doe with you, 
' bur” onely Purgatory, where though they ſuffer, 
1. yet they finne not, And from thence , you ſhall! 
goe forth roiſee your Spouſe,to enioy tharblille, | 

which he wonne for:you; with the nailes in his 
hands,and with hisfeete faſtened to the Croſſe. 
And foraſmuch as, itis aſtranger thing , toſee | 
God nailed vpona Croſſe, then to ſee you placed 
tHÞdaneh;  confide In his goodnes, that, fince he 
had mercy enonghy;'to make him doethe more; 
he willnor want it forthat which is theleſſe,” © | 
| " Thitherwiltheearry you, thither,I ſay;will 
hecariy you, to temainewith himſelf.” Forthe} . 
eſponſalls, which heere were celebrated berwee| 
neyou, when you ſolchely made Profeſtron,that| 
you-would live and dycinthe ſtate of Religion, | 
' was'oneUay to beconcluded,by that being, ro-1, 
gether both of him'theſpouſe; and of heryhisfel-}, - 
low ſpouſe in heauen; There ſhall you ſee yottr | 
ſelf; infoe-great liberty;and aboundance; that | 
you willeſteeme your intloſure, & afflitions, | 
heere, fofwell employed. Andthere will they | 
giue yotl!abody;; whick though in ſubſtance} 
it ſhall be'the yery ſathie; which heere you ha-]| | 
ue; yerthall ir be yery different, in health; and | | 
|| 


LI 
<5 \ 


— — 


\ 


life, xid other things: And you will incompe-] 
rably more reioyce init there, then you haue} 
ſuffered in it, heere, All efitire, all entice}, *m| 
bodye , and ſoule , are yow to bee blefled} 


"EDISTLES. 
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— ſoe beauri fied ,asis ; firtfor the 5, : « 
him, whotooke you fot his ſpoliſe Leſus.Chrift | 
| Irhelord, bothof this, & theotherworld.Benot| 
\therefoxe hſinoyed , whenyou. are to dyeyby-| | 
thinking of: what your owne.finnes deſerue.. | 

| Chriſt enlordecn doe — he loues 


I - Pure your War holly ipto.his hid YI | 7Þ-- 

F your ſelf entirely,tohim borhiwlife, & dearth; | _ |] 

{ {ſ|andco whatſoeuer he will. And beg pardon of 

1 {i/him,by his bloud, for all thaty wherein you has. 

| J/ue offended him: and being canfeſled, & 'com- 

i Imunicated, caſt your ſelf headlon gat his feete, | | 

1 J/an$defire of him; one drop of hisbloud ; whe | | = 
ircby you may. be waſhed, and. haue ——_—— q 

we that you ſhall bee ſook 28 "HTDES 

| Be as reſerued, to 4) won & as free from all 
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fone: you, ; wikedtier they be generall, or parti-' 
cularzand caſt your ſelf into the wounds of- 
'Chriſt oul Lord; whichis that 'S anfluary , out 
of which, bis Iuftice; "muſt notdraweſuch ma-' 
lefaRtours ; as are repentant; And: repoſe you 
there, and ape oo o hope; that by mea- 
nes ofhis blouwd ; \nifdeurh; yo you ſhall goe, and! 
 entoy, that life iti heauen, which nener is to! 
haveancend. Our Lond Izsy # be ever x widdy ; 


; 
7 __ 
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| 4 ot Fl tbe Lb tos mingle; who tl. 
b5; greatly feele: the: abſence and ditjancur of our}. 
| - Lord. He animates ber to confide in our Lord; ani | 
$ be offigned dinerſe cauſes ; why God afflies"bi at | 1 
| _fernants; .andof the A his a Mas: I'8 
E _ _— a” - . Þ 1 


Jubrd; whieti irideede proteedesfromtrus|} 

eae;Foras he, who beares itWillro _—_ 

th flanet ſoribtinics (arid Fawney vpon him} 
bu lowe ſomhetiittics 'corredts iT chides, |) 
Aidrhe holy ſcripturefairh,'Tat the woandes, | 

{which art piten him > wholones; are better ; then | 
{the falſe kiſſes of him , who bates. And therefore} 


I 
'wedoe himancxtreame wrong, who rep couy [ | 


D Re hot conceligahit Whe's ation in cu} 
1 


or puniſhes vsout of the bowells of his ous, Þ 
; we thinke or A? le perfecures vs, asif he|/ 7 
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Joues. | ' | | 
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} [tour betweene God the Father and vs, is leſs 
E-1 |&rifour lord, by whome-we arebeloyed, and 
g tyed with ſo ſtrong a-bond of loye , hes np- 
[ FE is able to-vndoe it, if man himſelf do nqt 


(curt: "he knott, by the puile of morrall ſinne., 
Haue you ſoſoone forgotten, thatthe bloud 

[of eſws Chriſt exyes outin the demaunde of mer- 

\ IIcieforvs? and that his crye is ſo lowdeas that 

1 kdrownesthe crye of our finnes, ſothat it.can* 

Þ Jnr be heard Doe you not know ; that if our 


4 loues ys. not, Doe not forgett , that the Media= | 


li2 nd Should ſtill remayne aliue, notwithſtan- | 


V7 -Ogebar Chriſt Ieſus dyed to defeate them, his 
4 Jideath should be of licle worth; fance ir could 


FT tice yponh that; which was (0 highly valued by | 
Ihe hty God ; thathe holdesirfor aſufficient,' 

"Þ Iiyea a adaandcs diſcharge ; forasmuch as 
['8 | ſtoncernes his parte therein ; of allthe-finnes of 
Þ, i whole worlde, and of a thouſand worldes, 

{. |f there were ſo-manic, 

| || They, whoareloft, ate nor loſt fn wank of 


hereof, by meanes of Faith arid Pennance, ind 
ie Sacramentsof the holie Church. Settle once 
| | is truth in your hart, and doeir ſoundly, that 
1 Cheiſ our lord tooke the bulineſle of our te- 
| [{&mption to _his-owne charge as verily, as if-it 


[| [[tad 


is [tis: : by che:mouth of Danid laying: Lange [f 
| It mea , verbe deltbram eorim.; And he de- 


| 


tot worke that effe&t > Letno man ſett alight | 


1 j ayment, but for want of ſeruing themſclues | 


beene his owne ; and he calles our/finves, -{ 


[/ [[®unded pardon for them , though himſelfe 


 —— % _ ck 
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| 


cedinto him, by Faith and Loue. Bu- indeede, 


| chat iultly : becauſe he weighes more, rowark| p 
| the making of vsto be beloued, then-we dow! 


committed none; and he defired with-a' mol motif 

profound internall louc, that his ſerizants mi oe | 
be beloued, as if he had defired it for himſelf 
ind as he deſired i it, he obtaynediir,' For, accori}Þ} 
ding to the ordinance of God, heand weareſg - 
much one thing, that either head we: muſtbe} 
beloued, or he and we mult be abhorred, Audl 
linice he neither: is ; nor can euer be abhorre(}} 
neither canwe alſo be ſo, if we be incorpors 


becauſe heis beloued, we are alſobeloued, 26d 


ro make himbe abhorred. And the Fatherhb : 
ues his Sonne, more , then he abhorres ſuch ſui} 


| NErs,/ aSATE converted to him./ And as one,whis| | 
| was much beloued by his Father, he ſaid to hiih 
{ro this effe@- Either loue them, or loue' not tie 
| for Toffermyſelfinpardon oftheir linnes, tothe 


ende, that they maybe incorporated into my 


{ The greater loue ouercametheleſſer hare, & we 


are beloued, pardoned, andiuflifted: :'& we haue| 
great hope not to be forſakenthete , where a | 
reis ſoſtrong aknott of loue;” I] 
Tf chrougb our 'weakenefle we be: Aid "if 
with exceſliue feares, (asnow you are, corce 
uingthat God hath for gotten you our lord hail | 
prouided you acomfort,ſayingthus by the - 
phet : Shall the mother perhaps be able to forgett # 
take pittie vpon- the childe of ber wombe ? well. "if he be] It 
doe » Jet will not 1 forgett thee : for I carrie thee| 
Written 11 "EA hands. O writing : whey art: re:40f 


# if 

: } | 

m—rt_ , L 
/ # 
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offfffficme , whoſe perme be hard nayles, _— 

hel pke is che bloud ir ſelf of him , who writes, 

1f-}Jand the paper is his owne very flesh : and his 

oz} word faith thus.: I have loved thee with an eternall 

(of Ye, 4nd therefore I bane drawen thee towards me 

bet {with mercie, NY bo | 
| Sucha writing therefore as this, muſt not be | 
}[Flitle eſteemed , eſpecially when one findes in 
himſelf, that his ſoule is drawen bythe ſyeete- 
| Inelſe of good purpoſes,which are ſignes of that 
[&ternalllone , wherewith our Lord hath choſen 
| Yand Toued him. - Be not thetefore ſcandalized, 

y] Yor afflicted for any of theſe things, whicki happen 
aft you: fince they all arediſpenſed by thoſe very: 


if Ybands, which were nayled to the Crofle for yon, 
is [Ynteſtimony of the logehee bare you. And if you | 
ij {&fire to vnderſtarid, what you gett heereby ,' in 
j6}ItheintEtionof God who ſendes them, you muſt 
he] know, that they are tryalls, whereby you maybe 
I{}Ixamined:that afterward (as one,who hath bee- 
wel Boe faichfull in the confli&)youmay be crowned 
ueſÞdy the hid of out lord, with aCrowne of Tuſtice, 
&/” And to the ende , you may' not thinke, 
[frat the particulars , which;you endure, are 
ed llignes of reprobation : and that-they are ſent 
My our Lord ro hone but wicked men}, heare 
thjwhat Dauid ſaith in his owne perſon , and of 
{vany others , who walked inthe way of God: 
wt fayd in the exceſſe' of my ſoule , that | am caſt 
befor” before the countenance of thine eyes. And 
efſthough this diſmay of hart , and the disfa- 
offitour -, which wee finde in the. midileſt 
bo pa, _ 


_ 


= 
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| of bloud. | 


; | therefore be ſure to giue a good accompt of that 


pleaſed ro beſtow you : and you muſt adoge;his: 
| tudgements,- And being comfozted through 


and that the {oule can take no ayme of howit 
ſtandes. in the ſight of God , nor how it $hall 
ſtande , nor what cnde that Crofle shall haue; 
| yet neucrtheleſle there are few things in the 
world, which are ſo forcible to purge {inneg, 


doth this darke obſcuritie , and inward affl;. 


thereof, be a thing | which doth much afflice | 


| or which teach a man foe manie truthes, az|{ 


; | 
F 


ction , which makes the ſoule ſweate droppes 


Our lord ſendes this ro his ſeruants , tha 
chey may nor departe this life , without feeling, 


cemporall things, to whichthey are dead, they 
would haue no fence at all thereof, You mult 


- dangerous: paſſage , wherein God hath beene 


confidence in his gooduelle, bowe downethat 
head of yaqurs., without anie more ſifting into: 


] the matter, and open the mouth of you hath, 


to {wallow-downe this pill of darkenelle,, and 
deſolation , and disfauour of God, through the 


And knowe for certaine, that vnleſſe you have] 
a minde to breake your word, and vnfay.your 
ſclfin this tryall , which God ſendes to you, 


| you muſt reſolue to make yourſelf ſtrong, 8 


> 


what croſles aad tribulations are, And there-|] 
| fore he wounds them in the: ſpiritt , wherein 
{| chey liue: For, ifhe should but wound themin]] 


| obedience, which you owe to the ſame-God, | 


the Angell did Ioſue ; and you , muſt live, | 


| tying cueric day, as S. Paul did, 


that ſo you may grow hard, like ante bricke : 


|difolued by water , and no way fitt for a ſtrong 


©S 
>. 
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Lo 


| 


If. Learne you therefore to ſuſtaine your (elf 
[ſtones of tribulation inro bread, if you defire ro 


{And if he giue youan appetite to eate the white, 


|that in the next world , as rhatthe ſweetneſle 


Huſtayned in this. And in ftcede of thoſe hard 


' 
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You mult be baked is the fire of tribulation, 


and fitt to reſiſt the raynes, and windes of cemp- 
tation , and troubles, and that you be not ſoft, 


likethg dawbing of a wall, which ts inſt2nely 


building. For the people, who are to be placed 
inthat houſe of heauen , muſt be beaten, and} 
hammerd here on earch by the knockes of manie 
tcibulations and temprations , as itis written : 
Our lord tryed them, and found them worthie of bim | 


with ſtrong foode; andftriveto conuerte theſe 


haue the teſtimonie of being the childe of God, 


and new bread of conſolation, rewitt it back 
ayaine to the will of our lord : and be content 
with being ſure, that you $hall hane ſo much of 
thereof, will farrc and farce exceederhe recom- 
pence, which mighe be due for anie bitterneſle | 


bones, which here they gaue youto be grawed 
on, by your ſoule : you shall there be em- | 


|ployed in feeding vpon that moſt ſauotie bread 
of life, which is God himſclf; antdthereof there 
Iwill rieuer be an ende, And therefore hope | 


, [[{ſtion ; is not! itt for them; wh 


for this , and comfort yourſelf with this : for 


the buſinefſe , whereof wee' are now-tn que- 


o are cither of _ 


# Cur 
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| God hides his face, and ſhewes the ſoule no fa 


ti_ 


| ſhould pay for it , by being inwardly and pro- 
foundly disguſted with himſelf ; and thathe,|- 


 _ You willſee yourſelf many times inſuch 
2 kinde of ſtate by theſe aflitions, as that if 
you. conlider them with the ſenſe of flesh 
and bloud, you will thinke them to be the 
very markes of hell, and even a beginning. the- 
reof,; but yet you muſt ſuffer it with patience, 
though ic be without comfort, yea and though 
you do not ſo much as feele your owne conk- 
dence; thatfo you may knowe , what it is, to 


confidence is very ſtrong , there is nothing, 
which can afflicte him very much, but when 


uour, but disfauour; and when it is perſecuted 
by encmies, and yet fceles not. the helps of her 


and hath a taſte euen of the vyerygormentsof 
hell. You will not then diſcerne any hope, 
which you may haue to eſcape, but you muſt 
content yourſelf with this, that you deſpaire 
not;andlet that diſcomfort be accepted by you, 
in penance for your finnes, wherein once you 
rooke delighy;and letitatlength ſeruc to make 
you clearely ſee, how litle that is, which you 
are able to doe of yourſelf. It is but reaſon, that 
he, who ſinnes by louing and liking himſelf, 


-—_ 


who had confidence 1n himſelf, may ſee, to his 


coſt, that be is good for nothing. | 


” 
—_ 


ſufterin good carneſt, For. as long as a man's | 


Through this fire muſt 


— td 
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\| a delicate life, ora weake faith, - 


gapd friend, then indeedeis it pure ſuffering, | | 


—_—_—— 


. 5th 
you patle, it you! 


4 


—— 


4 


|of your profitt, n 


{which we. haue-in his word ; and let vs beg 


\....A—_— 
al os - 


defire to enioy the reſt of heauen. In this warre 
muſt you ouercome, if you will deſerue the 
Crowne of that kingdome, Conlider , how 
the holy Scripture ſaith : Bleſſeq is the man , who 
ſuffers temptation , for when he shall haue' beene 
tryed , he 1s to veceine the Crowne of life , which 
God promiſed to them , who loue- hm, 1f the 
Crowne contente you, let not the tryall diſ-_ 
pleaſe you; and therecan be no triall without 
temptation ; and no temptation of troubles 


{can be coming towards you, which palles 


not. from the hand of God, who is your fa- 
ther; and who meaſures.out ſo much thereof, | 
a5 may be fitt;and neither to fall short in reſpect 
or to oucrflowe in reſpect of 


[your weakenelle, = Le 3Lk 
| Feare not to drinke, with patience, of |. 
chat , which God dranke with loue, And 

God himſelfe ſaith to vs ; My ſorne , doe 


not caſt thyſelf into anguish_, when thou art 
correfted by Almightie God... Fort hee correfts 
him , whome be loues /, - as the father doth the 
ſonne , in whome hee delizhts.. And elſewhere 
he ſaich : Doe not deſpiſe- thyſelfe 1 thy weake-. 
neſſe., bt pray. to.G1d ,, aud bee will care thee, 
And now ,' ſince we are commaunded:,. on 


recourſe 'to. him ,,-vpon . the confidence, 
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the parte. of God , that. whatſoever happen, | 
we muſt not be diſmayed, let vs; make our 


his fauour ;; which hce cannot fayle to at- 


forde. 
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Offi iter, and if we could but ſee, how deare 
and precious we are in the eyes of God ! Oh 
that we'conld but ſee, how deepely he holdes 
vs lodged j jn his hart "and how neare we are to 
him, when we may perhaps concelye our ſel- 
ues to þe caſt furtheſt of ! Bleſſed be our lord 
Teſas Chrift , for hee it is , whome with a full 
mouth we proclaime to be oyr hope. Nothing 
can ſo fright me, as'hee'can ſecure me, Let 
| [|me.-bc changed from-deviour ts ſlacke , and 
| tepide from goeing towards the comforts of 


— 


blacke pict of hell. Ler mee be knuironed by 
my finnes , which are paſt , and by feares, 
which may bee to come : ler the deuills ac- 
| 'cuſe me, and lay ſnares for me : let men per- 


| 'with' hell and , lay ens thouſand dangers be- 


t l:and ſobbing for my. linnes , and by caſting 
(; mine eyes yp to Chriſt our lord , deſiring hel- 


ſo benigne , fo full of mercie , and that moſt 


i death ) and I cannot be perſwaded , to diſ- 
| 'confide ; efpecially when I conſider , that 1 


1 was giuen for me. 
;  O Chriſt, thou haven of Genritie for alt 


| tempeſtuous waues of their owne hatts , and 


- {nn 
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Fl 


ſecite ind fright me; let them threaten me | 


| . -|fore me, and yet after all this, by fighing, | 


—— 


was valued atſo high a rate, that God himſelF 


- 
—_ 


| them, who being bruſed and battered by the 


1 fyeto thee, for {uccour ! Oo thou founrdi-| 


heauen , to goc towards the darkeneile of the} 


ll 'pe athis hands , ( that lord, who i is'ſo meeke, | 


firme and fairhfull louer of mine, -euen to|' 


IT 


\ 


| 


—— 


1 


| art that firme houſe of ſtone, which gineſt re- 


—— 
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ne of living waters , to thoſe ſtags, who are 
emboſſed, and pincht by thoſe ſpirituall dogs, 
which are thedeuills, and their owne finnes. 
Thou art that profound internall reſt , the 
hope , which neuer fayled , the protection of 
orphans , and the defence of widowes. Thou 


ceipt to thoſe porcupines , which are ſo tull 
of roughneſle, and ſharpenelle,, through their 
linngs, if with groanes, and delire of pardon, 
they fly cowards'thee. Thou defendeſt vs from 


And although ſomerimes thou commaundeſt 
thy Diſciples to enter into the ſea without thee, 
that ſo they may be weaned by litle and litle frs | 
thy ſweete conuerſaris; & though, when thou 
art abſent, ſuch tempeſts of the ſea may riſe, as: 


ſtill thou forgetteſt them not, Thou biddeſt 


then, thou goeſt to pray for them, They thin- 
ke, thou haſt layed them aſide, andthat thou 


ſleepeſt; and then art thou vpon thy knees for | 
|them, And when three partes of the night} 


were already paſt, and when it ſeemed to thy 
infinite wiſedome, that then thou hadit kept: 
them long enough in paine,through thy abſen- 


the wrath of Gad ,-to which we are ſubie&, | 


to putt the ſoule into hazard of being loſt, yer | 


them departe from thee , and yer euen very | 


ce, and that then they had continued in thar | 
tempeſt long taough , rhou deſcendedft from | 
themountajries; andas the true: Lord of thoſe 

| Yhconftant waues, thou waikedit vpon them, - 


' M ant. 
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dreweſt nearethyſeruants, when they thought 


theſe words of confidence to them : 1t 45 I; be not 
afrayed, 

O Chriſt our lord, thou diligent and care- 
full paſtour of thy ſheepe , and how muchis 


thee, and through thee , from the moſtpro- 
found internall parte of the hart; if withall he| 


* Siue themſelues to thy ſeruice , not to be dif 


 lefſe it were ſtrangely wicked. _ | 


' doenot feare. lam he , who kill, and giuelife: 1 
]-caſt men downe,, as low as hell , and I draw 


can becontent to amende his life, and to ſerue 
thee 2 O that thou wouldſt butler men know, 
how much-reaſon , they haue, who cometo 


mayed, ynder thecondud of ſuch a Captaine; 
and that there js noe accident, which oughtto 
putt anie ſeruant of thine, into ſo great affli- 
tion and feare, as the newes of what thou art 
ought to gine them comfort. If thou; Olord, 
weit well knowne , there is no ſoule , which 
would not loue thee and canfide in thee, yn- 


—_ 


For this it is, that thou ſayit: [tis I , therefor 


them back againe; that is,I afflit a man till he 
thinkes, he dyes and then againel refreſh, 1 
recreate , and I giue. him life, I caſt men into 


them : but when theyare there, I forgett them 


quickened, ' I: ſende them. not  thither , 


thee fartheſt of fromthem; and thou vttered&| 


that ſoule in errour , who will not confidein 


certaine diſcomforts., which ſeeme hell ,w | 


nat, but I fetch them from thence, and they 
| are but therefore mortified, that they may i 


' Ep.gr. | | 
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| dome. I am your Aduocate far-I embraced 


| debts. Iam your Lord , who have purchaſed 


| your elder-brother , as Lam man... I anyyour: 
' Chriſt, & your redemprion,: and what fear ecan 


, = bf 


as 
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 Femayne there , but that their entry into that 
' ſhadow of hell , may be a meanes to make 
\them eſcape the ſubſtance of that true hell 
after death , and that they may fly vp to 
heauen. I amhe , who can deliuer you from 
all atiliction , for I am of infinite power. 
And I am he , who will deliver you , for 1 
am of infore goodnelle ; : and Tam he, who 
know how todo it, forTI amof infioire wiſe- 


your caute as mine owne. I am your ſurety, 
for I haue made myſelf ſubie& ro all your 


y 


you with mine owne bloud -; - and with no 
meaning to forgett you , but to doeyou h& 
nour , if yoy will ſerue me, becauſe you were 
bought at ſo high a price. 1 am be, who has 
ue {o profoundly louedyou, that for the loue 
of you , I hauc beene contented > 

| transformed into you.,, andto become paſſi- 
ble and mortall, I , who } in-mine owne.na- 
ture , was very farre from. being ſubic&-to 
fuch miſerie. Iam he, who delivered myſelf 
Quer to innumerable torments of bodie; and 
farre greater, torments of minde , thay you 
might take hart to endure ſome for: loue.;of 
{ me, and to conhide, that: you {ballin fine, be 
freed from them, ſince Lamhe, who vader: 
take it, 1am your Father, as Lam God, and 


— 
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you then haue of your: debts, $ it by peBance, 
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and Confteihion, you demaundea generallre- 
leaſe of them ? I am your reconciliation, and | 
of whoſe, wrath can you then beafraide? Iam 
that truc-loues-Knott of friendſhipp ,and how 
then can. you thinke, that you are fallen out 
with God 2 I amyourdefender : and what op- 
polites can you apprehende? I am your freind, 
and how then doe you feare, that youcan want 
anie thing, which I haue, ynleſſe you will nee- 
des departefromme? _ 

My bodie, and my bloud is yours : and why 
then doe you feare hunger? nay , my verie hart | 
is yours , and.why then doe you feare to befor- | 
gotten? yea and my diuinitie is yours, and what 
doubt can youthen haue of miſerie ? For accc(- 
ſories vnto that Principall , my Angells are 
yours to defende you. My Saints are yours, to 
pray for you, My bleſſed mother is yours, tobe 
the carefull and indulgent mother of you all, 
Theearth is yours,thar you may ferue me ypon 
it, The heauen is yours, for you shallenioy it, 
and mein it, Thedeuills, and hell is alſo'yours, 
for you shall treade it and them vnder foote, 
likeſlaues, who arechayned yp in thar priſon, 
This life is yours, becauſe with it you gett an- 
other, which shall never ende. Your honeſt en- 
certaineinents and delights are yours, - For you 
dire them to my glorie. Your paynes are 
youts , for you endure them for my loue, and! 
for your oyne true good; Your temptations 
are yours, becauſe: they are occaſion of your 


|Imerite; and of an enerlaſting Crowne in hea- 
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| uen. - Your death is yours, becauſe it is to be 
the immediate ſteppe to your eternall life, . - 
And all theſe things you poſlefle in 'me; 
and by my meanes ; 'For neither did I gaine 
chem, for myſelf alone, , neither will I enioy 


companie by taking your flesh vpon me, Idid 


which I should acquire by my labours , my fa-| 
ſting, eating, ſweating, weeping , and by the 
enduring of all my torments and death, if the 
[fault be not your owne. 1 

Now , youcannotaccount yourſelf poore, 
| who polſleſleſo great riches, if you doe not wit- 
tingly throw them away, by your wicked life. 
| Be not diſmayed; for 1 will not forſake you. 
[It is true,, that you are no better, then ſome 
thinne glafles; but I will holde youfaſt in my 
hand. Your weakeneſle ſetts of , my ſtrength 


—_ —_—_—_—. a . ——_ 


to hurt you, if you will loue me, and confide 
in me. Thinke not of me according to your 
owne opinion, and the iudgments , which are 
| made by flesh and bloud ; but thinke of me by 
4a ſtrong faith with loue nor by the apparance 
| of exteriour {ignes , but by that hart of mine, 


that you might diſmiſle all doubt, whether you 
{re beloued by me or no, foraſmuch as concer- 


] 


{chem alone; for whenlI putt myſelf into your | 


it, to make you” partakers of all the meritr, | 


; 


{which was. opened for you ypon the Crofle,. 


the more, From your ſinnes and miſcries , I | 
draw the manifeſtation of my goodneſle, and! 
mercie, There is rtothing, which shall be able |. 


| nes my parte; {ince youſee ſuch workes of loue 
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| of my 


| by my loue. 
ſeeke me, todo me honour, lincel went but to 


fendeme. I oftcred myſelf co ropes and chai- 


[| nes, which afflicted me; and Shall I refuſe my< | 


_— 


ſelf tothe hart and armes of Chriſtians, where 
[ defire to repoſe 2 I yeilded myſelf to thoſe 


| fcourges, and ro that hard pillar ; and shall I| 
denye myſelf ro that ſoule, which will be ſub- 


ie& ro me? I turned not away my face from 
him, who ſtrooke me; arid sHall 1 turne it away 
from him, who will holde himfelf happy, that 


| he may beholde and adore me. What litle con- 
fidence 1s this, that ſcing me to be voluntarily} 


torne'in pieces by the had of dogs,for the loue 


Conſider , 


me nor, I make myſelf a beggar to all the/ 
world . and what cauſe is there then to ſ\uſp 


me of Forgertfullnelſe rowards my childien.. 


that way, where thoſe others {ought meto of- 


children, yet thoſe children should be 
Joub:f611l, whether Foue them, or no though | 
"they be confelled to loue me 2 
o yee ſonnes of men, and tell | 
me, whome I euer deſpiſed, if he defired tobe 
well with 'me 2 whome baue 1 abandoned, if 
he called on me? from whome haueI fled , if | 
he ſought me 2 I connerſed,, and I fedde with 
finners: yea called, and 1 juſtified them , who, 
were forlorne, and euen fowle tn linne, Nay,! | 
am importunate to winne their harts, w holoue 


Fp.52 | | 


without, and a lfarr, which was ſo wounded | 
Toby, | by that launce within; and yet more wounded 
18. 


How ſhall I denye miyſelf to them , who | 


| 
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when there is ſo great diligence vied both, to 
loue me; and to make expreſſion of that loue? 


| Andthough I may c6ceale it ſometimes,yer do | 


i 


I not leaue to loue; but euen forthe very loue; 


I beare to my creatures, I couerit; for whotne | 
nothing is ſo good, as not to know any thing, | 
which concernes themſclues , but to remitt | 


themlelues wholy ro me. In that ignorance, 
doth their knowledgeconliſt; in that ſuſpence, 
their ſtrength, andin that ſubieRion, their do- 
minion, And it ought to ſufhſe a ſoule ,ithat 
ir lyes in; no other hands bur mine, which are 
alſo hers, lince for her they were nayled ypon 
the Croſſe, Yea , they are more hers, then mi- 
ne, ſince they laboured more for the purchaſe 
of her good , then of mine owne.' And to the 
ende, tharI may draw her our of all ſelf con- 


ceipt, and make her follow my direQion it is. 
I, who condu@ her into this darkenefle, that 


ſo-che may know nothing of herſelf, Bur yer 
fill if she putt her confidence in'me., and de- 
arte notfrom my ſeruice, I will deliver her, 
and 1 willglorifye her; and allthis will 'T per= 
forme to her. - Befaubfull to death, and I will giue 
thee the Crowne of life. SIN 5 
This ſfayth our Lord to all faithfull ſoules, 
and this he ſayth to yours, which 1 
to keepe. Amen, 


pray God| 
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thankstoour lord, for having giuen yous 
ligne, that your vocation came fromhis hand; 
and this {igne is, that you haue ſuffered tribula-' 


carry youreyetowardes him; whoe hath called 
you with ſoc great loue. You mult alſoe hauea 


| you to. heauen ,'where you ſhall ſer his face, 
| Lerinotthe Faith of Chriſt our Lord , not the 


anic good, 


SPIRITVALL Ep.cu ff 


A Letter to a Lady , who was 4 Religious woman;'| | 
aud in great affliftion, He shewes , how troubles | © 
are the proofe of Faith and Loue in the ſeruants | \' 
of God ; and how confident they ought to be of by | 
Dinine Maieſty in the middeſt of their ttoubles, * .| 


A $ ſoone as1 receiued\your letter; I offered | 


tions You muſt nor be alictle glad of this, fince| 
eur Lord loues you, Nor yer muſt you bellack, | 
lince youare in themidſt of many dangers; butt| 


ſtrong hart. For he called you not with inten-| 
tion eto giue you ouer in the midſt of your iouts | 
ney; but to guide you vnder the protedion off 
his owne wing , till he may haue conducted} | 


| loue you owe him fleepe in you; for he neutr| 
{leepes , when there is queſtion of doeing you}. 


Thefe are tokens, which he vſes to ſende; | 

to whome he loues, totrye, if they alſo loue| 
him in their afflictions, and if they confide itt] 
him in their dangers, That ſpouſe is not wotr | 
thy of thankes, who lones her fellow-ſpoule If 
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/ but onely when he is preſcat with her , nor | 
; 6th ir coſt her much ro confide in him ; when 

The findes herſelfe regaled by him. Butthe mat- l 

' Yreris, that, when he abſentes himfſAf from her, | 
Je and when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her; | 
Ihe muſt loue him ſo much theberter, as he is 
further abſent from her, and confide in him ſo 
much the mote , as she hath fewer exteriour 
lgnes of his fauour, | | | 

Itis enoughfor you', my good filter, to haue 
knowen alreadie by experience,” how louing 
our lord hath beene to you, by his haning dra- 
wen youto the knowledge of himſelf. And be | 
you not crauing new teſtimonies -of his'loue, 
but make + ourfelf ſute enough thereof, and be 
hot troubled , although he corre& you , and 
Iihough ir ſeems, as if he eſtranged himſelf from 
jou, and forgott you ; but rather ſay thus : He 
Ytath  minde to trye me, and not tooppreſſe me, You | 
_ Imiſtloue ourlord, though he corce&you; you 
muſt confide in him; though you feele nocom- 
fort from him, Seeke him, though he hide him- | 
ſelf; ſuffer him norto reſt, till you haue waked: 
him; and till he confeſſe, that you are faithfall!] 
i his abſence : and thus you hall finde himito'| - 
returne to you', with ſo much aduantage as 
that, when you enioy his preſence againe , you 
will efteeme your former affliftions well em- 
ployed. * Rs $296; 0% 
' Procure great courage, wherewithto ſuffer; 


for after the rate of your ſorrowes', ball your | | 


comforts be, Be nor a lover of yourſelf : bur 
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be a louer of God : looſe yourſelf , and ſoef l| 
you $hall bee ſure to finde yourſelf. And if 
once yow would bud truſt God home , and| 
if once you- would, offer yourlclte to hin] 
with rue loue , there could nothing bap- j 
{pen , which would fright you. All birter| 
| —_ afflictions proceede. but from diſtruſt 
in God. And for this ous lord fayde : Let nal 
our barts bee troubled, and doe not [eare., You bes 
leine in. God: : beleine alſo m me. So that Fa'rthand 
loge is the cauſe of peace and quietneſle tg 
the hart. 1 
There'is ni6.one thing, which is ſo necellf 
I ric for you , towards the making you able to 
| arriuc at theende of thar days worke , whe: 
1rein God hath placed you , as to ce nfidel in 
| him with loue, Our lord bath manie proofes 
ro make of you : and manie tribulations hall 
|growe, where you looke leaſt for them : but 
if you ſtand armed with Faith and lene, you! 
hall ouercome them all. Doe.but remetnber, 
| how the children of Iſrael , when they; were 
| iſſued our of the land of Egypt, by meanes fp: 
| ſo manie miracles , and were paſſing chrough||tt 
| ſo manie afflidtions , before they Aarriued Fil bh 
|.rhat land ,, which our lord | had pramiſedſ}|d 
'| them  ſayd thus : The people, , which poſſe ſje this þ 
land, 15 greater and fironger , then we; they hawt| u 
| wiphiue Cities » Whoſe walles doe encn threatellf la 
the. skye : :we cannot ouercome ſuch a (toute nd: n 
| tion as this ; to what ende doe we putt onrſelan\]| 'K 
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vpon this journie 2 And though ſome amongllÞ} 
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[ff 
| l them , who had Fauh , did encgurage the reft 
| q] by faing : that ſtace God _— their (ide, 
| l'- Should eaſily be able to eutrcome., as 
llc bad done ell then 3 yet feare preuailed 
11 farre, as that they offended"our lord the- 
{[reby . and through their licle confidence , 
juobey loſt the land , and God deſtroyed them | 
In the deſert, without ſuffering them ro en- 
loy that, for which they had laboured , and 
{which himſelf had promiſed. | 
Let, vs take RR , my good Siſter, | 
by the. danger of others , and let vs knowe, 
|thar OUT Load hath guſt in. ſuch as feare 
| and hope in his mercie : and 1s of-, 
| [ended with fuch' , as doe not ſo, It is: he, 
l Iwho-drew you out of the captiuitie of E- 
il leypt, when hee inſpired ,your hart with: a 
{ſdelire of being his : and he leades you ſtill 
{through this deſert, which is ſo vopleaſanc.:'| 
1910 here ſometimes you want the bread of do- | 
x [Arine for lacke of ſuch , as might. breake 
fflit ro you : At other times. you want. com- 
[fipanic , which may ſpeake... of ſpirityall | 
a[{|things', that ſo your way might bee. made ||| 
fgto ſceme the Shorter : At other times you! 
[fdoe want the trees of other recreation, 
{|which might give you shade- : and chus, 
Ii ſteede of theſe commodities , you; have 
[{/a. thouſand diſcomforts, Now: temprtatians' 
[HG againſt you from within, and then from ! 
#1 without : now from rangers, andthen from: 
i [domeſtic aes.. Butt. yett attend. you onely 
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| when youare his friend. He, who did not aban- 


| you haueno feare, O you ſeruant of Corift, inf 
1 avy thing , which may happen to you :' buf 
| confide in him, who loued you ſo well, asto 


- Ba_ you, that you should be able to 
[-paiſe through ſuch difficulties > But yer ſay 


VT — 
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to your bulineſle. For he, who did that for you, 


| which was more, can neuer fayle to do tha for } 


you, whichis lee, He, who made you a friend 
of an enemie , will better keepe you now, 


don you, when you fled from him, will muck 
lefſe flye now from you , when you folloy| 
him, ' | | | 

Whois he, thatcan ſay with anie truth, that 
God did not helpe him, it he were deſired > See 


dye for you, Ir is true, that you haue ooroy 


| whoproteds you: but that one is of much mo+ jhi 
] re power, then allthey, who contradict you, 
Do not thinke, of, how great the gyants, and]{| 


how ſtrong thecitties are, which you muſten- 
counter : for it is not you , who mult fight, But 
holde you your peace , andout lord will fight for you, 
Do not fly from the warre, nor abandon yours | 


but mm that weakeneſſe of yours God will shew by 
ftrength, Ir is rrue that you know not much: but | 
God himſelf will be your guide. By your mi-| 
ſeries ,, God will make your mercies appeare, 


ſelf, as one , who were ouerceme , and ſo ou [| 
Shall ſee the favenr of our lord towards you, For in i 
this warre , he onely looſes the bartaile , who | 
.| quitts the field; Ir 1s true , that you are weake, | 
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vcr 4 wall : Who are you, that Should beable% 
or Jfto fight? but yer ſay wich him againe ; ſhough ©/«.24 
nd [| thouſands Should riſe azanſt me . yet my hart hall | 
v, [not feare. Beleiue , my good lifter , that how 
n- || much the harder this buſineſle is for you, 10 
| much the eaſier it is for Almightie God, And | 
.fſ|therefore you muſt haue grear diſtruſt in reſ( 

\[|pet of your owne weakenefle : but great | 
at if confidence withall, in God's ſtrength, Infal- 
*e|f| libly hee will crowne yow ,, if yow conti- 
2 {| nue in his loue : and if youdoe confide , that 
tf] by his grace , you shall obraine that crow- 
0/8/ne, . Vl 
1 Forgett not this promiſe of Chriſt ourlord: Has.10 
ſhim, who confeſſes me before men, that man |: 
wilt I confeſſe before my Father , who is in 
heauen : but him , who denyes me before 
men , that men will I alſo denye before'my 
Father , who is in heauen, Can you thinke, 
that one is to eſteeme that: for affliction, | 
0] which he endures for the confeſſion of Chrsff 
{[our lord., ſince itis ro haue ſo high a rewar- 
de as that with ſo much honour he $hall be 
[crowned by him at the day of iadgement.be- 
fore his father > Happie is that ſufferance : 
happie that dishonour and pouertie, to which f 
ſo high an honour doth ſucceede. What kin- 
de of iny will it be for you , O my, good ft= | 
ter , to heare theſe wordces from the mouth 
of Chriſt our lord himſelf, and that in preſen-: 
ce of the whole world : Come you biefſed of my [Mat.15.} 
Father , and poſſeſſe the kinzdome , which 35 pre- ! | 
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| [pared for you? What will it be, when the Angells 


Shall thus fing to her , who hath beene a faith- 
full ſeruant of that Celeſtial king : Cowe,o Spon- 
je of Chriſt , receine that crawne , which our lord hath 
prepared for thee : and that not for one day , bui 
for all eternjtie, What will the ſpouſes of Chritt 


chrough the ſea of this life, and their enemies, 
who diſturbed vs , remayning drowned the-\ 
rein, they shall ſing thus with great ioy , for 
O by 
without being ouerwhelmed: with the- vices 
thereof : The ſnare & breken, and we are delint- 
xed :-6ur belpe is in the name of our lord. What a 
'day will that be , when that true Marie , the 


both in bodie and ſoule , and finging thus: 
| Come, magnifye our lord with me, and lett 
vsexalte his name 1h-mutuall ſociety with one 
another, LC 

Happie are you, if you be found faithfull to 


| { the ſpouſe, who choſe you. Happie are you, if, 


you haue the: courage to caſt away that , which 
is preſent . vnder the moſt certaine promiſe of 
Chriſt our lord , for that , which is future. Be 


confident , my good lifter , in raking his 


ſaynt. Agnes ,ſaynt Barbara and ſaynt Lucie, 


=” W—_— 
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.our lord conceaue , when hauing paſled} 


hauing-runne through this dangerous world, | 


word: for you arenot'the firſt, to whome hee|}, 
hath paſled it, andfulfilled jc : neither sball you} ' 

be she , with whome that word $shall want| 
effecte, He gave his word ro ſaynt Catherine, |. 


” 


virgin of virgins, shall goe before with her Tim-}. 
brell, which is her ſacred bodie, prayling God} 


—_— 


and their memories would haue: beene forgot-. 


neither water nor winde , nor fire , nor tune 


corruptible : .and ſo is the name , which is 


_—_— 


— 


tell me now how completely he hath perfor- | 
med it. They had the courage to deſpife-;the- | 
[poore preſent world : and you fce, that now 
[they raigne with God. They lined heere in. 
trouble ; and they are now in ar eternitie of 
repoſe. Through how manie -combats : did. þ 
they paſſe 2 and they now enioy the euerla- | 
ſting crownes. of their conqueſts, They fled | 
from ſpouſes of the carth :, and they brought 
the king of heauen to bee in loue with | 
chem, S15% | £53 | 
If they had: followed the trace of this | 
world , their delight had beene alreadie paſt, j 


py 


ten. But they loued that, which was eternal}; 
and rherefore their felicitie shall not-dye : and- 
their memorie 'shall not decay. They were. 
written in the booke of God : and therefore- 


IEE_ 


can make them waſte. For that booke is in- 


written in it, 


-\Shamed to haue giuen-him ſuch cauſe, Tf 'you 


| 


ſaluation : and doe not thinke , that hee;] 


You :muſt therefore procure to haue-a 
ſtrong hart rowards God , whoe is your | 


ſelles heauem deare to you : for you. haue not 
yet shed; your bloud for him. , as -thoſe 
others shed theirs. Our lord treates you like 
a weake creature -: and you Should bee, a 


had -had more faith and confidence in him, | 
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and to inmumerable other ladie virginis : and 
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and more loue to ſuffer for him, he would haue 


procured you more afflictions, to the ende, that 
you might haue purchaſed richer Crownes, 
Do not content yourſelf with ſuffering litle, 
conſidering how great your rewarde ſhall be, 


| and how much Chriſt our Lord ſuffered for 


you. He gaue his life for you , and he was dee- 


youthus ro complaine of the touch of a flye? 
doe but loue , and you will deſire to ſuffer, Let 
your loue be doubled, and you will ſuffer ſor- 
yowes , which are doubled. The loue of our 
Lord makes ſuch as poflefle it, more greedie of 


fing, It makes, that anie burden weighes light, 
for loue is ſtronger then death, He,who loues 
not,proanes vnder the burden, like ſome lazic 
beaſt; but he, who loues, runnes and flyes, and 
it-ſuffers him nat to feele the weight euen of 


can lay vpon it. 

+ Itis not, my good Siſter, that theafflictiss, 
which weſuffer, are great; but that-our loue is 
licle. The weight of a pound is nogreat weight; 
but yet lay it ypon ſome litle childe, and he will 
fay : O bow heame it weighes ? whereas if a man 
tookeit vp, he would ſcarce feele it. And ſo 


your afflictions will weigh heauy vpon you; but 
if you loue much , you will ſcarce allowe them 


b be afflitions. For you will be ſo inebriated 


ttt, ut end Ga. i. ar. anda 
- 


with loue, that nothing can be able to diſtract 


——J 
nd 


pely tormented and deſpiſed. How then come | 


ſuffering, then the loue of ones {elfe, of repo- 


his owne bodie, nor of whatſoeuer elſe they 


take you it fora ſigne, that if you loue little, | 


j 


a 


I 


| good ſauour in the very ſuffering it ſelf, and 


him, who loues his lovers. There is nothing, 
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you from the taſte thereof, You will finde- a 


you will draw water out of the rocke; and hony out 
of the ſtonie hilles. | 

Doe bur loue, and you ſhall not be ſubiect 
to afflictiss, but you {hall be ſuperiour to them 
as their lady; & you ſhall prayſe him, who deli- 


-|uers you fr6 them. If they threaten you with death, | 


you will bid it wellcome , that ſo you may enioy Ine 
life, If with bannishment , you will ſay, That you 
eflceme yourſelf bannished, whereſoeuer you are, till 
you may arriue to ſee the face of God, And that it im. 
ports you litle, whether you goe to beanen from thus or 
that parte of the earth ; And that if you haue God in 
Jour companie, wheyeſcener you are , you 5hall be hap. 
pie ; and if not , your owne country will g1ue you mi- 
ſerie enough, If 50u ſee yourſelf contemned,fay : Chyiſ} 
our Lord 1s my honeur , and be bonours me; ler the 
world deſp ſe me, ſo hee value me. 

_ Doe not afflit yourſelf about the neceſſity, 
whichyou may ſuſtaine of preſent things; for 
of yourſelf you muſt deſpiſe them, throught! e 
deſire , which you haue, to live-in conformity 
with Chriſt our Lord , who made himfelf a 
Poore man for you. W hatis there in the world, 
which ough to fright you? if the loue of Chriſt 


the deuill vnder foote , you will deſpife his 


Rk threates 5 and you will paſſe with courage. / 


through all your enemies. Put your truſt in 


our Lord haue wounded you, you will treade | 


Nun, 


which you will not be able codoe in him.Goe, 
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 _ |'defcende, and become familiar with them,then 


. ted you this guift. Lone him with reuerence; 
for that is the kinde of loue , which be likes, | 
Eſteeme not himthe lefſe, becauſe he commu- | 


| and buy whatſocuer you wantof him, though 

heaske you allthis world for it; & ſee,that you 

| be not found without the loue of him, though 
it [hould coſt you your life. He #4 hidden trea[n- 

7e; but he, who findes him , ſelles all,to buy him, For 

| 1n him alone, he findes himſelf morerich, then 
with the multitude of all other things. 

And now,if it concerne cuery one of vs to 


that ſhe doe it, whome he hath choſen for his 
ſpouſe. It becomes the ſeruart to feare his Mats 
 [ler, and the ſonne to honour his father; but the 
| Spouſe” to Loue her fellow-ſpouſe. See you loue 
. our Lord; and take norefſt, till he haue, graun- 


' nicates himſelf to you; but wonder , how ſo 
great an altizude, as his, can {toope to ſuch a 
profound baſeneſle as yours, Ir is the propertie 
of ill-natured and ill-mannerd ſeruits, to value 


their Maiſtersat aleſle rate, for vouchſafing to 


if they had lived with them like Lords. But 
they wholiueintrue light, eſteeme that Lord: 


 ſomuch the more, as he doth the more youch- 
 fafe to diminiſh himſelf. | | 
_- * Thetrue love of Chriſt our Lord carries] 
this badge with it, in token that it is indeede| 
{ of him.. That as it apprehendes and highly 


elteemesthe goodneſle of God; fo it alſo appre- 


lone him , how much more doth it imporre, |. 


. 


= 


hendes and profoundly diſeſteemes the wic- | 
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| kedneſle of man, Therefore loue, adore, and 
| ſerue our Lord with loy ; batyer yeroyce with rrem- 
| bling; Nota trembling as of aſlaue inthe midit 
{| | of torments ; but as of a true and tenderhar- 
ted childe ; who. bighly feares to giue any dil- 
guſt to her father , how litle ſocuer it. may 

bce, | 
Of yourſelf you can doe none of theſe 
things ; but if you humble your hart in the 
acknowledgement of your owne miſtries} it 
you preſent yourſcife often in prayer before 


by the Communzon ; if you heare him ſpeake to 
| you in your ſprritugll reading; and in fine, if you 
will but giue him leaue to helpe you, you are 
| to haue confidence, that bylitle & litle, he will 
| be healing your ſoule, notwithſtanding allthe 
harſh encounters, which may occurre. - 


| the cure putt you to. payne 3 for, in fine,” 
he will worke the cure at the fitteſt time; 
| And for the afflitions: ,, which he ſendzs 


you, he will giue you his owne moſt pletie= 
| full-delight , which ſhall inebriate you , as 


| you ſhall be” in full ioy for all” crernitte, 


Chriſt Our Lord;if you lodge him in your breaſt? | 


Doe not ſtarte out of his hands, though | 


you, and the delights, whereof he depriues | 


|if it were with ſome ſwelling river,” an| 


without the want of anie good , and' with-| 
| out the feare of looſing, what you haue, You 
{hall there finde yourſelf ro bethighly well con- | 
tent and payde; and morefelicity ſhall be'im-*| 
| parted to you; then yourſelf could'rell, howto 
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|. {defire. Which felicity is nota creature, bur the 
Creatour himſelf of allthings , that true God, 
who lines and raignes for the eternity of all 


| eternities. Amen. 
Po 


A Letter of the Authour to a Lady. He shewes how 
Chriſt our Lord , being placed vpon the Croſle, 
# that glaſſe , wherein wee may ſee dll the spotts of 
| our ſoules , and wherein wee may dlſce finde the 
| Curt of all our miſeries, And that it is an enterpriſe 
of great honour to bee carrying a part of his Croſle, 


" } T* in the night of the Nativity of our Lord, 
they carried you to Moynt Caluary, and haue 
giuenyou compaſſion tothe Crucifix , and tea- 
res wherewith to waſh his feete; it may well 
be beleiued thatnow,, when you are in Len, 
and neere the time , wherein the holy paſſion 
of our Lord is repreſented , he will keepe you, 
as ſuch a fixed Inhabitant of that bill, as to ſuf- 
| fer you to depart:noe more from thence, This 
issuchathing, asthat you may ſafely ſay with 
22: 1-| YaintPeeter , it is good for vs tobee beere ; and it 
"| ſhall be a better ſuite toour Lord, then his was. | 
For he deſired to remaine on that hill, where re- 
poſe and delight were to be found ; but in this 
other, thereis affliction; and therefore this car- 
 |rxyes a teſtimony-with ic , of greater\loue, -For 
notin reſting, but in labouring, and ſuffering, 
| is the loue of our Lord employed andſhew ed. 
Doe you, Lady, remaine inthoſe woundes | 
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des he accepted his. And though you be not to 
endure the like for-his ſake; yet letthemſerue 
you at leaſt to make you thanke him, and to 


fance your ſinnes,are they which placed him, in 
ſae extreame diſtreſſe. Continue there, and 
paſſe not on, with ſuch haſte as you would doe 
by ſome il-prouided country. inne. They whoe 
paſſed on by their awne way ,' sbooke their heads and 
blaiphemed our Loxd. But fixe you yourſelfe cloſe 
by the Croſſe, like thatvirgin-mother , andlike 


men. For they who runn ouer this ſoe great 
benefit, in ſuch haſte, doe neither vnderſtand 
it, nor thankfully acknowledge it ; and there 
remayne noe more with them , bur the meere 
ſound thereof. And ſome ( that is ſfuchasare 
Infidells ) blaſpheme him for it ; becauſe they 
ſtay notto ps; at leaſure\, ypon this mighty 

| wonderof loue. © 
But the Chriſtian , who hath takenyp his 
lodging heere, ſayth', and that from his very 


heere , becauſe 1 haue choſen it. And if the ſpouſe, 
ſhall not remaine with, at leaſt , her hart nailed 


| /pouſe was nailed; how will ſhee poſlibly bee 

able to eſcape the name of vngratefull, and vn- 
kinde2 There shall you finde remedye, againſt 
the poyſon of thoſe faiſe prayſes , which men 
giue you. And you will profoundly bee alliamed 


| [that beloxed diſciple , and thoſe other holy woe- | 


lament him, and to haue compaſlion on him, | 


hart, 1 his is my reſt for ener, and for ever will I dwell | 


to thar (70/}e7, to which the body of herfellow- | 


| of our Lord, ſince for the cure of your woun-4 > 


lohn.19 


enim 


; n 
FT 3: NF 
o 
. 
- 8 3 
[1 
| \ 
« - | 
G.v 
*.% 
- 


ns EA nd... a 


- 
in 
—_— 


? 


| 44 


I, Coy. 


which yourſelf, as you are, ought to doe. 


better, then meere wrath; and your obedience 
compared with his, will be very diſorderly; and 


will needes beleiue, that there are noe other {1n« 
nes, but thoſe, which it conceiues to beſuch, 
Whereas the eyes of God are of another kinde, 
and he meaſures vs by another rule ;z whereby 


c6pleatly done. When therefore they ſhall de- 
liver out any of theſe poiſoned, & ſmooth-lying 


{,prayſes, ſay you inſtitly in your hart, as S. Pale 


did , he who indzes me 15 our Lord. And make haſte 
to call ro minde, how ourLord was proclaimed 


{ fora wicked perſon. And beſeechhim , norto. 


permitt that-you be publiſhed for one who is 


| gond, & be ſure you hould your t5gue, for our 
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your humility very proud. Yet the blind world. 


SPERITYALL + Ep.s3.! 
toperceiue yourſelf honoured, &proclaimedfor | 
good,whe youſec him, who indeede is good, & 

holy,to be proclaimed for wicked,& faiſe, The- 
re, ſhall you ſee, how little reaſon you haue; to 
think,that wliatyou doeis vaworthy of eſtima- 
tion in any kinde;foraſmuch as concernes your 
part.thereof, fince it is ſoe weake, &lame, when} 
itis copared with that which Chriſt-our Lord, 
wrought ypon the Croſſe; yea, & euen with that | 


Looke into thisglafle, and you will cafily 
be able todiſcernethe ſpots, whichare in the 
| face of your ſoule. For when you haue beene 
the moſt meeke of all , if you compare that 
meeknes, with his; your meekenes will be noe” 


many times he findes that to bee faulty which | 
ſcemed in theeyes of men to bce excelletly,and f 
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lord will obſerue how the world goes. Naypro- 
Cure you, & be carefull chat when you are deſpi- | - 
ſed, you may be very glad thereof, and perhaps | 
our lord doth not now permit any body to glue |. 
you ill words, becauſe he findes, that you haue | ' 
not ſtrength wherewith to beare them. 
He who delires any part of the Cr:ſſe of our | 
| lord, mult receiue it, as C would doe ſome pre- 
tious Relique, with great reucrence, & guuing of bi 
| thankes. And he muſt yalew it more ; then he 
wouldall thetreaſures of the world. And be= 
| cauſe thereareſoe few whoeſteeme of thoſeRe- : 
1iques of the Croſſe as they ought, therefore our ' 
| Lordoftentimes doth not impart them; whoſe- 
pleaſure is that they be honoured, and beloued, | 
and borne with ioy. And for this reaſon it is, 
that he leaues vs {till in our infancy , without | 
| putting vs to the taskes of men. But how much | 
| more then, are we to blame, if we be drawne 
downe to impatience, or ſuperfluity of ſorrow, 
for any ofthoſe thinges, which he ſendes, 
 Soethatif you ſhall carrya great louetorhke 
Crucifix, he will giue you a part of his Croſſe Bur | 
1 then ſce,that you embrace it;as an enterpriſe of 
great honour, according to what heſayth to the 
ſpouſe, Place mee as a ſeale vpon thy hart: and vpon 
| thine arme'; for lane is flrong as death. And as for 
that paine whereinyou are, becauſe you may 
not receiue the Body of our Lord inthe bleſſed | | 
Sacrament ſoe often as you would;be not trou- 
bled thereat, ForI haue aiready tould you that 
our Lord isreſolued that it ſhall coſt you ſome 2 
what, And'itis but reaſon that it dee foe, fir:ce | 
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ourſoules coſt him ſoe much. Doe you thin- 
ke perhaps that by our Lords onely ſaying , Let 
all joules zee mine,they inſtitly render themſclues 
into his hands. Doe you thinke thatthe loue 
which you carry to our Lord, & the dominion 


bloud, as any ſlaue mightdoe; ypon condition, 
that your ſoules might be his, and he yours. 
| Tuſt ſve, muſtthat ſfouledoe; which hath a 
minde to obtaine him ; thats , it muſt ſweate 
firſt,ic muſt weepe, it muſt importune him , it 
muſt endure ill wordes , yea and alfoecuilldee- 
des atthe hands of others;yea and it muſt ſeeme 
little to haue endured this, but once. And if it 
be not put to endure them, atleaſt it ſhall haue 
gained much in hauing diſpoſed itſelfe,ro ſuffer 
ſomewhat for him, & thus it proues, noe fruit- 
lefſe thing to ſeeke God, Negotiate your buli- 
nefſewith him, for if he ſay Tea, there is none 
who can hinder it, and if any body offerto doe 
it, it will not proue with him ; butyet, if it 
| chaunce to proue, you may concludethereby, 


him:Follow my counſaile; and whenſocuer he 
giues you a great deſire to communicate , pro- 
cure then to be, iuſt as if you were communica- 


| ting indeed. And beſceech our Lord, ſince he is] 


omnipotent , that he will give youthat, when 


tw 


——— 


 yeu communicate fpiritually, which he would 
_Thaue given , if you had communicated Sacra: 


which heexerciſes ouer you colt him but toyes? | 
I can aſſure you it is not ſoe. Bur he ſhed his]. 


that you haue not negotiated well ; with our |. 
Lord.What ſhall I fay to you? Cty out lquderto| 


| 
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mentally, For ſoe, you {hall bee pleaſing to his | 
goodnes ; and he will not ſuffer you to goe 


empty from him, it you come well prepared, | 


and it were not the worſe if it might berwo or 
three dayes before. Yett now you mult not 
thinke,; that you may therefore faile , to con= 
tefle your linnes afterward, to your Ghoſtly 
Father, But rill you haue mearics to declare 
them to him, Iaduiſe, that you reiate them to 
our Lord. And aboue allthings , keepe your 
hart in peace and conſerue yourſelf in the way 
of obedience, and humility, towards your Su- 
periours, and Prelatcs, For rhis ist1e way. of | 
our Lord, and you mult take heede you leaue 
it not, Take courage to paſle on;an your other 
deuotions, For though, when youareinthem, 
yotthinke you make noe profitt by them;1 ſay 
you doe ; and afterwards you ſhall taſte the 
fruite thereof. And our Lord will find-a time. 
to looke back with pittye ypon ſuch as ſhall 
haue made much way after him. And oneday, 
of thoſe, when our Lord vouchſafes to looke 
back ypon ys, is worth more then three, of 
thoſe others, wherein we laboured to goe after + 
him. The crowne is prepared for you in hea- | 
ven. God will be your detendour,and will nor. 
forget you. Perſeucr you in obedience, till you | 
ſee-onr Lord of all Lords tn Syon, 1 beſeech him to 
make youdearly his; and that you may be kept 
afe, and prouea ſaynt. Amen; 
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E O-& what doe ſpurres ſerue , if the beaſt 


{nor anſivear, This jetter is written in ſach| 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Ca- | 
uallier , a freind ,and a Difct- - 


ple of bas. 


be fo lazie, as I am 2 And hen adding to 
this theburden, which lyes vpon me , of litle 


beaith; it is no 'maruaile , it I ther write, 


itraytes ot time , that I know not, wicther 
it can be good for any thing , or noe, I haue 
reioyced much , that tie fs at is weaned; 


| thouz 'h ſome dyc at that age; as not hauing | 


firength , to cate the bread , with the cf, | 
But fince our Lord takes you, for a childef 


promiſe : as he did tſaac, I hope in Ieſus Corift, | 
that you will notdye of it , though you ſhould| 


be putt tocate ſtones; has that you will feede 


vpon them ; as Chriſt our Lord, fedde ypon | 


the wine, With myryvbe. 


God will deliver you from conſenting| 


to ſinne , and your temptations ſhall ſcrue 
you , in ſteede of the torment of the Crofje, 
for his gloric , who dyed vpon it. And 
though our enemies may bid vs come Gow- 
nc, we will rather chooſe to conftelle Chult 
our Lord:, by continuing vpon it ; then ro 


putt ourletney low als ; , by. cenying him, 
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You are acquainted alreadie, with that _— 
{|me omaipotent goodnelle of our Celeſtiall 
{| Father, whoſe power is ſuch, as to draw good | 
out of euill, and heate out of colde, And the- ! 
refore be nor diſmayde, though you ſce your- 
ſelf abſent, from the protection of your ſpiri- | 
tuall Father , on earth; and though you fnde | 
barrennefle, where you expected plentie, and. | 
aboundance, 

Bee not afrayde to be alone with Chriſt | 
our Lord , not that you are to vnder-yalue | 
[helpe, when it may bee had , by meanes of | 
his ſeruants; but v e muſt obey his ordinance, | 
whenſoeuer he {hall be pleaſed , that we re- 
[maine 1n this world, without ſuccour, Be- 
cauſe our Lord is vſually wonr.in ſuch-cafes 


[mediarly, then he did before by meanes of his 
ſeruants. 'Aand ſuch a man comes to learne, 
that,, Non ſum ſolws , quis Pater mecum eft, 1 
am not alone , becauſe my Father is with me. 
Then , Faith beginnes to encreaſe, and Prayer 
dilates it ſelf by Lone; which is ſett forward, 
by ſeing , how the ſoule is beloued, And 
thus it encreaſes by that , by whichitſcemed, 


- 


shed. And he findes ſociety, whenhe is alone; 


though he be but weake. 


(him , Who is all our good ; and-be_ you. cuer-f 


to doe more vilibie, and greater fauours, m-. | 


and it was feared, that it would be dimini-.| 


and he hath learnt to walke withour a ſatfe, | 


4 


Let there be no want of care, toreceiue. | | 
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audit ſeruns mus Speak e, Lerd, for thy ſeruanthbea- 
res thee, Shutt vp yourſelf in he caſtle of your 


| harr, which; though itbe as weake, as zlaſſe, 
| vet be, who comesto dwell there, will make it. 


ſoſtrong, that allchar, ſhall proue zlaſſe, which 
can aſſault it; andit ſelf ſhall remaine more fie- 
_ then (fcele, And for lacke of docing this, 

che ſouleis full of weakenellc, and it may ſay, 
that, which is written : Diurſumn eft cor corum, 
#nnc interibunt. Ther hart 1s. diuided , and they 


| shall rſtantly perish, 


There is no place ſecure, where your hart 
'may reſt, but in-that ſecret. place of rerreate, 
that moſt-bidden corner , where none can en- 


ter, but Chrilt our Lord, rannis claus, RE 
For it it departe from thence, it 


res being Shut, 
runnes as great hazard , as ſome light yong 
mayde might doc amoneſt diilolute men, And 
ifforeiuſt puniſhment, were impoſed, & well 
exccuted, for euery time , that the hart ſhould 


be oxdding ovpand downe the ſtecete, perhaps | 


we thould take waraing by ourſclues, as euen 


a very hotſe, or mule will doe. Though indee- | 


dea man, wha watches himſelf well , Thall in- 
ſtantly be able to finde a puriishment, which 
comes downe from heauen, yponthe yery hart 
itſelf , quando diligtt monere pedes , when tt hatt a 
minde to be eaddins ; and then that, which fol 
lowes, is this :'& Domino non placuir, 

This ouifrof recollefion, muſt be gotten wich 
much practiſe, | For afterward the hart will 
ſtay within) even of it ſelf, though we opet. 
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tion, ſo that he may raigne in your hart : all 
| from ſuch, as betheſcruants of God, who are 
\commaunded to aduettiſe thewicked man of 
|the miſerie, which is growing towards him, 


| encourage ſuc!z asare good ;and'to goe ſoun- 


{them entring into the battaile; that is ta fay, 
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[in a cage. Andthisis theroote of all our ſpiri- | 
tuall profict , and at the feete of Chriſt our 
Lord, we mult haue ir,'if we meane, that it 
| shall-be tuc profitt, Chriſt Teſus be with ys 
all, Amen, | x 


| A Letter of the Autponr to 4 Ladie , encouraging | 
| hey to fight the battailes of our Lord. He shewes 
 theſubuliy of the deuill, and how ſiyly he temptes 
ſoules with pride, , 


ADAME , becauſc I conceiue that you 
| fight the combarts of Chriſt our Lord, 
and doe franckely offer yourſelf to all aftlic- 


encouragement and aſliitance.is due to you, | 


that ſo he may amendc, and avoyceit; and to 


ding the trumpett before them, when they ſee 


they are to giue hart by the word of God, to | 
ſuch, as they perceiue to fight for his honour, 
For otherwiſe, as account shallbe demgyinded 


the doore, toletitout; as a tame bird, will tay ; 


of them , for the wicked , whome they had nor 


warned, ſo alfo forthe 7-04, whome they had |pzech.3 


Efay. 
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notencouraged. And fo ticy should bepuni- 
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ſhed both for the cuill, which were commit-| 
ted by the one, and forthe good, which were 
omitted by the other. | | | 

Take youtherefore bart, in that combatt, 
which the ancient Serpent: makes againſt 
you, he procuring, to diuide you from God, 
and you refoluing to ſtickeclofe to him: you 
muſt be very watchfull; for his chiefe ayine, 
is atthe hart, And it troubles himnort greatly, 
that a man ſeruc God, by recolleGin; Lis eyes, 
by keeping filence, by praying , by ſinging 
the dune office, and the like; bur to the hart 
doth he conuey his poyſon; which is a certai- 
ne vaine kinde of complacence, or proper eſti- | 
i mation , and louc'of ourſelues. The footssh/ 
virgins , Were virgins; but becauſe they had no! 
oyle in their lampes , they heard this ſad word| 
out of the mouth of our Lord. In the word 
of truth I ſay to you , that 1 know you not» Now, 
what is this lampe , but the hart ? and what 
is this oyle , but the ſpirie of truth , which] 
maintaynes and feedes it with good workes 
if we meane, that they ſhall indeede'be good, 
in the ſight of God? And what is this Spi-| 
rit of tub , but that, which makes a man 
diſpleating to himſelfe , and to ſeeme ill-in| 
his owne eyes ; and that from his very hart, 
and ſoule , he may conceiue , that he is all 
vglie, and abominable, and that he is ama- 
zed to conſider, how God canſuffer him vpon 
the earth ? 


This is that 11th, where jn we mult liue, 
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| who falles not into publike linnes 
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and without this , we liue in lyes. And ſo- 
metimes , the more vertue we thinke we 


haue , and the better we eſteeme ourſelues in 


| health, the more ſicke , and miſerable we be, 
through the want of his 


For confiding in 


ourſelues, wethinke weare ſomewhat ;whe- 
'reas indeede i it is not ſoe, in his ſight, who 
diſcernes our harts , and faith : 'F hos baſt thi 
name of one , who lines , Wwhercas indeede they 
art dead. He hath the —_ of 6ne , that lines; 
, Which 
the world condemnes for enormous. . Burt; if. 
rneuertheleſlc, he fall into other linnes, which 


are condemnedin the iudgement*of Almigh- 
tie God ; for whar doth it ſerue him, to be 


abſolued by the world, when he is cenſured by 


thatiuſt Indge? 
The world , knowes not, how to holde 


that man for wicked, nor to puniſh him for | 
ſuch, who onely bach a good opinion, and 
| complacence-i in himſelf with pride, or at leaſt 4 

| is notdifplealing to himſelf; but in the iudge- | 


ment of God, that manis held for proude, and 
blinde, who. doth nor, cucnitinke to himſelf, 


as if he carried ſome dead dog, tyed to his noſe; 
and who hath not a profound internall ſha- | 


me , in the {ight of his Creatour; as heeremen 


|vſe to haue,, when they are preſented before | 


ſome Iudge | hauing beene taken,in ithe miner, 


with WER. mous crimes. And if chis pride arriue | 


'to be a mortall finne, then doth it wholy fqua- 
re, &agree to him, which was ſaid before,io the !. 
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| 424 SPSREFVALL. Ep. 55. | 
| perſon of God ; - and if it oe but veaiall ; this 
ſuytes with him but in parte, Thou þaſt the face 
of 4 hart , and kno? weir n0t , what belongs to the 
Daning of 2ny Shame, Now 1 it san ill favoured 
{ſpott inaſoule, to be voyde of shame, as it is 
| cuenexteriourly, when women want it. 

The world condemnes not a man's conh- 
dence in himſelf, nor the eſtimation, which he | 
may hane of bimfeſf norar clojute will, which 
'he may haue to procure his owvne contentmet, 
| Bur i in the {izht of God, theſe and ſuch aches! 
things are oreat offences. ,and they hinder gra- 


| 
CE, and our friendship nkch him, it they be m1v- 


all; and if they be bur veniall, yer they hinder * 
the profitr, which we might make of the gra- 
ce, wehaue; and it deſtroyes all inward com- 
| miinication with our Lord, Thedeuyill know- 
ing this, it troubles him not much, thataſoule 
may: be aljue, after the large manner , if inte- | 
riourly, and ſpiritually i it he dead. And many. 
times he procurcs nor, that ſuch a perſon may 
fall into apparant, and deformed {innes; for if 
{he should c6mitr any ſuch, he would be much 
confounded thereat, For, obſeruing, that he | 
| had done things, whicheuen, in the eyes of | 
the world were lo wicked, he would take pe- 
| nance to hart, and would be dif pleaſing to-: 
| himſelf, in his: very ſoule; and ſo NN mende, 
| But the deuill deſires to holde him tyed faſt vp, 


Hier, $. 


ina deepe interiour blindenefle, and ſo keepes 
; [him ſafe for himſelf , without inducing bim | 
| ro cominitt other God: For if he fell into 

| ; : | 


2, | 
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hem alſo, he would peraduenture gine ouer | 
| borh the one, and the other, and fo eſcape out 
{ of his hand. 12 oft Hortons} | 
| Youtherefore muſt be ſure, to carry,your 
eyes open, ypon.your owne hart; and whey | 
| you finde not there a profound contempt , _ 
| confulion of yourſelf, inthe high prefence of | 
Almightie God; be you well aflured, thatyou 
are farre from knowing yourſelf ; and that 
| you haue yet; no other eyes, but of flesh. and 
bloud; and no true celeſtiall light at all.” For 
| this l:gb! ſearches into the. malt hidden. cor-. 
ners, and-makes the: ſoule highly ashamed, |. | 
cuen of thoſe things , which in the fight of | 
worldly eyes, will ſceme to: haue | beene well 
done, After this shame, teares of griete and 
rrue humility are wont to growe ; whereby | 
the ſoule is wholy, and abſolutely made ſubiect 
to God, & to every creature for hisſake. Now, | 
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whenthis is wanting , all things goe after ano- ] | 

' therfachion, andthe woundis not cured; but | | 
, 7 MY | 

| onely skinned, And inthat caſe, we muſt. call || | 


| vpon our Celeſtiall Phifition, & not giue ouer, | 
till, by litle and litle, we may gett ſome ſmall |: 
threadof light, whereby to enter, and ſee the 
 retraites and darke holes thereof, and finde | 
her faultes euen in thoſe things, which have |, 
apparance to be welldone, .- | |: 
Our Lord doth not inſtantly imparte this 
guift; but when himſelf is beſt pleaſed to doe 
it. And inthe meane time, let vs know, that | 
we mult be ſure, not to putt confidence in our 
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: | owne workes; and if yet this vertue be now 


j{o you may know him , to honour him; and 


ſelf. And departe you , wholy from yourſelf, | 
that you may be wholy ſubie&to him. You 


"the bodie, euch heere on earth , who may call 


| ſore of ſanctity againtt the time , 'when you 


| which you may haue reaſon to be athamed , as 


| Chriſt our Lord keepe you euer, inthat fide of 
' his , which was pierced by alaunce, Amen, | 


wanting to vs, let vs confide in our Lord, 
| that he will beſtow it vpon vs, in his good ti- 
me, For he, that promiſed That he will not gine 
4 ſtone tolnm , who Shall demaunde bread; andihat 
| our Father of heauen , will giue a good ſpirit to ſuch| 
5 acke it. T beſeech him to be your light, that 


that you may know yourſelf, to deſpiſc your-| 


muſt alſo conſider , that you muſt not warit ſo- 
you to an account, therefore ſoe you gett great. 
ſhall goeintoanother world, And, inthe mea-' 


ne while, beſure, there be nothing in you, for 
which it may importe me to chide you; and for 


haning beene a cauſe of payne to_ vs both. 


| es EPPSTLEL Ep 56. 427 


p 


| RIULY RY IEA RURE NL RUREAYRUEONRQ | 


A Letter of the Authour to a certame 
Preacher , againſt the tempration of | 
 diſconfidice, e> of the benefitts which 


we entoy in C brift our lord. 


Oe nor, Sir, I beſeech you, conceiue anie 
| vokindiveſle at my hands, butforgiue me 
| as S. Paul faith; fince God hath forgiuenthe of- 
fences, which we hayoctnitied againſt him, | 
| You ha alreadie , how full of faults I atm, 
which might ſuffice 1 to make anie. man fayle'in 
the ſeruice, which he owes, Sometimes I haue | 
wanted a meſſenger, as I did, where I haue bee- | 
ne of late, and doe yet remaine; For ifno-bodie 
bring me indus of anie, I ken nor, where'I | 
am to ſceke him, I beleech you, Sir , beleiue; | © {þ 
chat jn a matter of more1mportance I will haue 
| loue enough forthe doeing you ſeruice. : > 

I holde this diſtruſt of Saluation ; to: which | 
| youtell-me, you are ſ{ubiect, for- a moſt plaine | 
temptation, Nay ,-1 holde it, not onely to-be | 
certaine, bug ſottish alſo. .For it Yeſerues-no | 
| betrex name, then that, if it will not be diſchar- 
ged , by the confi deration of thoſe benefitts, 
which we poſſeſſe-in Chrift our lord , as if this 
 bunefle, were the worke of our hands , orthe 
| rewaxde of our merits; and nat by the orace of 
God, through Teſs Obrift, You mult therefore = 
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LOS - * SPIRITVALL Ep.56. | 
enlarge your litle hart , towards the immenſe- 
neſle of chatloue, wherewith the Father gaue| 
vs his Sonne, and with him, 'gaue vs himſelf, 
andthe Holic-Ghoft, and all things, Receiue this | 
grace, with giuing of thankes, and enioy you| 
| God, fince he beſtowes himſelf ypon you, And 
if your demeritts fright you , remember , that | 
one of the benefitts, which the Father impar- | 
| testo vs in Chriſt our lord isthe payement of | 
| | our debts: and the ſweetening, and appealing | 
| of that wrath, which our ſinnes deſerued. { 
A | Why doe youdoubt of a pardvn, fince you | 
doubr not of that Pſion , which he endured for 
J'-Per.2.} our finnes ? What doth it profitt you, to con- 
fefle, rhat Chriſt our lord dyed for vs ( he who}; 
was luſt, for vs, that were vaſt) if you belciue | 
' fot, that his dearh killed our finnes: and now, 
| if they. be dead, why do you feare them ? For 
{ Exod. | the Children of 1ſrael , whome our lord drew | 
| 35+ | our of Z2ypr, ſeing that their enemies: were: 
drowned inthe ſea, did nor feare , butſung_ 
praiſes to our lord : taking occaſion thereof, 
from thoſe very enemies, who had perſecuted 
them before ; and whome formerly they had | 
feared. And though we haue not fo aſſured. 
| Faith, that our ſinnes arepardoned , as we are 
[ ſure, thatourlord , dyed for them, ( becauſe | 
we do.not fo certainly knoxy , that his merits 
| are applyed to vs) yet the new hart, which God 
gauevs, when.hecalled vs to himſelf, may be | 
| a good ligne of his friendshipp , 'and pardon, 
whereby we may well hope thar our finnes alſo 
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are forgiuen, And befidesthat ſpirit of being his 
children, which he gaue vs, when he imparted | 
his loue, as the loue of a Father ro vs, may, well | 
 betaken for a particular aſſurance, that inthe | 
hart of God, -we are eſteemed as his ſonnes, | 
fince inour harts, x ecſteeme him as our Father, | 
For it is blaſphemie to affirme , thatI louing | 
God, he should not loue me: lince that loue ; 
wherewith I loue him, is neuer giuen me, but- 
by bis hand. . | | 
| Tbeſeech you, thinke not of our lord, with 5p. 1. | 
]ashort hart, &a ſtraite , butin great beleife of | 
his goodnefſe , as we are commaunded, And | 
caſt yp your eyes, to that ſigne of our ſaluation, 
Corift our lord; who is the aſſurance of our | 
| hope; and who is ſo acceptable to his Father, = 
and by whoſe participation, we are allo made | |} 
acceptable to him, and we haue aſſured hope, | - | 
through his bloud, to enioy etcrnall life, before. | 
the Throne of God. 47 7 
\* Aandifir ſeeme to-you, that your workes are 
| | weake, and poore, it is xeaſon you $hould 
thinke ſo ſtill. But what reaſonis this, why you: | 
Should looſe your confidence ? By Chriſt our 
lord , we were made freinds ofenemies; and by 
him we are conſerued in his friendshipp. We 
had greater impediments to be well with God, 
when, we v. ere ſubic toour finnes, before, we 
knew God : then now we haue, by the defects, 
into which we fall, Sothat, if our former ſin- 
nes, could not hinder that grace , which was | 
communicated to, vs in C-1:ft our lord : much 
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dren, who are ſo faultie, ſo weake., and fo mi- 


eſſe shall our preſent faults, be able to breake 
of this friendshipp, we being now incorpora- 
tedin Chriſt ; who is beloued by his Father, 
A good thing it is for ys to feele our pouer- 
tie, andmiſerie: but yet it muſt be with condi- 
tion ,, that withall , we belciue highly of the 
bountie, andriches of the mercie of God. And 
ler vs glorifye his goodnefle in our wickednef- 


fe: fince with ſo much loue he tolerates his chil- |' 


ſerable, Why should you depriue God of the 
 glorie, to haue great latitude of love rowards his | 
cluldren? For by reaſon of the faith, and lone, | 
which wee carrie to his ſonne, he hath patience, 
with the faults, which we commirt ; when once | 
we haue bewailed them, and done true penan- | 
ce for them. - | 
Beleiue therefore now at length, that as the- 
reis goodnefle enough in God , to make you 
loue him : ſo there is merict enough in Chriſt our | 
lord, tomake you be beloued for his fake : and 
live you with gratitude, for the benefitts, which 
you haue receiued, as alſo for the pardon of 


| thoſe errours, which you daily committ, And 


{| which hegiues, you may hope, youshall entoy 


| to ſufferin temporall fire, for the bay, and ftraw, | 


be daily accepting of all good occalions , and | 
fight the warres of our lord with ioy : as thar Is- 
das Machabews did, AndGod giuing you, that 


po | | 
his kingdome, though perhaps you may bepurt 


and wood , which 5hall be found in your ſoule, 
Be you cuer breathing more and more ——_— 
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Profict in ſpirit: but yet {o, as thatitmay be ac=- | 
Companyed with quietneſle , grounded vpon 
Confidence. For though it should grow to be 
no more, then now itis, euen that being cate- S 
fully kepr,, will ſuffice for yo ſaluarion. Bur | 
if youlooke onely vpon yourſelf, we arcall ſo 
full of faults, that your ſoule' will neuer-bee 
without diſmay : nor will you perceiue, that 
you are greatly beloued by our lord, Andthen 
proceeding after ſuch a manner as that ,-how | 
will you be able to ſerue bim, andgiuegult, to 
his bolie fpirit, which is dwelling in you, For this | 
ſpirit is chearefull : and we checke it, by our an- 
guish, anddiſmay : againft which S, Paulthus 
diſlwades vs, ſaying. That we muſt not contriſlate 
the holie ſpirit of our lord, The ſumme of allis this, 
that you muſt know, and confider your faults: | 
| and thar they muſt ſceme very great in your 
eyes: and you mult bewaile and lamente them 
by ConfeſSton and Penance, But yet ſtill you muſt. 
conſider, thatthoſe benefitts , which, wepoſle(- 

ſe in Corift our lord, are greater : by reaſon whe | 
{ reof, you muſt confide yourſelf,co be beloued: | 
and you muſt doe it with much than kefullneſle, 

And if God doe no more, but continue that to: 
you, which you haue alreadie-, euen that may..| 
ſuffiſe, as hath beene fayd, to make you hope | - 
for eternall life, ; | | 
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declares , that afflitions come euther through the 
fanlt of the partie , or elſe for tryall , and how one 
5 to carrie himſelf ia tribulation. 

' euer with you, Amen, The true lone; whe- 
rewith I lone you in leſ#s Chriſt, hath cauſed ſo 
great compaſſion in metowards-you, inreſpect 
of what you ſuffer, that ir harhmoucd me to 
write chislertter; with deſire, that it may ſerue 


| you to ſome purpoſe. I know not ; my good | 
filter, whether I hall putt you into anie com- | 


fort, or rather, whether I shall nor helpe you to 
weepe. Nor doe I know ; whether or no , I 
Should tell you , that the trouble, which you 
hae, is good, ahdthatyou are to carrie it with 
ioy ; and that I should not graunt, thatitis ill, 


dure ſuch accidents, as this, there are alfo very 
itt men ; who endure the ſame, And if to ſome, 
it bea fiene of loue , to others it is an effe&t of 
the wrath of God; Our lord punishes ſonie by 
theſe meanes, and to others , who deſ{erue no- 


punishment, he ſendes them as tryalls zandhe 
preſentes them with an occaſion of meritt, Aad 
thbugh the thing , which you endure , may 


by 
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A. Lelter of the Authouy to an afflifted woman. He | 


He grace and peace, of our lord Ieſws , be 


proceede from either of theſe two cauſes; yet I | | 
| - : 4:1 | 


\ 


| 


a8 it ſeemesto you, and that as ſuch you areto | 
fly from it, I ſee, that if manie good men en- | 
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am not ſorrie ; that you perſwade yourſelf, 
that it is .not ſo likelie ro be aproofe of your 
vertues, as the punishment of ſome lighrfaulr, 
ifthatfault may well be accounted light, wHich 
| deſerues ſo heauie a punishmenr, For if the 
ſaines themſelues aknowledge; thatthereisno 
goodnefle in themſelues , but manie faultes, | 
[and mniich wickednefſe; how much more muſt 
you dot it, who know yourſclfto be farre from 
ſanGtirie ; and ſo full of finne? 


| | that theſe fruits growe from this: roote ; the re- 
medie muſt be ; that you examine well ; if you 
haye done anie thing, for which you may de- 
ſerue punishment, And know , that for the 
moſt parte, it vſesto be fomelitle duſtof vaine- | 
glorie: andifyoti ſee not the true reaſon of it, 
eſteeme your caſe to be ſo inuch the worſe, 


tes, you Can diſcerne none. | | 
| But now, fincethe blow 1s come z humble 
yourſelf vnder the mightie hand of God : as Kno- 
wing. that you are worthie of greater torment. 
Beſeech him; to haye mercieon you z and.that 


haue ſinned, and anie punishment; how sbarp 


ſed topunish me, here am, a—_—_ the hand, 
© Woy+ urne , and 


when not withſtanding you are ſo full of faul- | 


_Ep. 57: 333] 


b 


And now ; if you holde it for more probable | 


hecaſt you not offrom himſelf, Say: Olord;T | ; 


ſever, is in itſelf, too light for me: con{ide- | , 
ring thegreatnelle of my ſinnes. If thou be plea-. 


— 


kill : onely permit not, thar I be divided, and] , 
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thy punishmenr be, to let me {nne anie more F 
| forthenaturall punichment of a fault, is payne, 


| andnot a ſecond fault, 


But now neuertheleſle , I would not, hin 


| by your thinking your faultes., tro haue beene 


che caule of your c crolles, you chould diſcom- 
fort yourſelf , and be ſo farre diſmayed, as to 


| makeyou fall, and that as by ſome precipices 


intodeſpaire. Idefire, onthe one fide, that you | 


humole yourſelf , beletuing that your finnes}- | 


haue deſerued them, and on the other ide, that 


 {youbecomforred by remembring, that you are 


thechilde of God , and none of them , who are 
forgorten, fince y our father hath becne carefull 


Lon correct you as a-childe , for fcare leaſt elſe 


| you would haue beene worſe. And beleive me 
in one thing , though I be no Prophet , rhatif 
our lordin his mercie, had not humbled you, 

as he hath done, you would perhaps haue fallen | 


[into ſome parte of Lucifer's-pride , which had 
| beene infinicely worſe : and therefore hath he 


kept you ſo humble , thatyou neither dare, nor 


|[cuer ſomuchas can; : bolde vpyour head. *,” | 


| 


Giue thankes therefore ro our lord for this 
fauour', and be happie, in that you haue his 
race, Bur alceadic 1 know , you will ſay thus to 
me: If I could be ſure. , thar I were his childe, 
and not his enemie : and that this were the cor- 
rection ofa father, and notthe punichment of a 
Tudge : IfI could perſwade myſelf outright, 
that] I were in his fauour, what could I. wish 
, for more then that? But [ verily beleive, that 
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valctle it might be hell, there is not {o wickeda p 
*| creature, as | am, to be found : and how then |, 
can I pollefſe ſuch a thing as grace ? This life |, 
of mine, is not a life of the ſonnes of God : but |, 
itisalife, orto ſpeake more truly, it is a verle |, - 
death of che damned, þ Sts 
O my good iſter, if you know the guift of 
God, and what kinde of people they are , who 
for the moſt parte are purt to ſuffer ſuch things, 
as theſe: you would perhaps reioyce, If Lay, 
that the enemyes onely of God. , did endure 
them, infallibly I chould be much afflicted: bur 
I finde, that his beſt friends are tempted zathis 
kinde : and. why then should I not be com- 
forted thereby-2 Iob the holie man, ſaw him- [Tb 7. 
ſelf one day in ſoſadacaſe, that heſayd:I haue | 
} deſpaired, Such things had paiſed in his hart, | 
| that he ſeemed to be, fallen into deſpayre. But 
rotheende, that we may ſee, that indeede he 
did nordeſpaire; he inſtantly goes to asKe mer- 
cic: and he ,; who askes mercie, deſpaires nor. 
Dauid ſayd-,.as we all know , that God | P/al. 
bad caſt hm cleane out of bis fjebt , and that be ſaw | 30. 
* | himſelf couered with obſcuritie , and darkeneſſe, and }F _ 
enuiraned euen by the ſurrowes of death, and the dan= | 
ger of bell. And hefayth, tharſuchthings hap- | 
' pened to him, as no man willynderſtand , but 
he, through whoſe hart they had paſſed. 
I will omitt the tribulations of. $, Paul, | 
which were cauſed by Satan, and which ade | 
| him hang downe the head ; for of theſe you 
| hane heard many other rimes. In the lives of 
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| thoſe holie F athers, I have read manie things 


bl 


thour were not a man of much authoritie, 


great ſpirituall gayne. Whereby we gather:thar 


| amaninſuch caſes, muſt , like Abraham , be- 


= 


againft hope itſ(clf, 


* 


leiue that, which he ſees not ;;and hope, euen 


theſe potrers heate their fornacg 2? Haue you 
ſeenerhat{ſmoake which is ſothicke & black? 


oroſſeneſle of theſmoake? Andyet, when that 
furicis paſt, and the firequenched, and the ti- 


- 


.durt, they come forth as hard as ſtone ; and 
they, who formerly were ſo very browne,ſhew 


of kings. 


lince weare fo ſoft, and weakeinſuffering the 
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which Ihould never have beleiued, if the Au- 


And euen, atthis day,we heare and ſee ſtrange ; 
| things ; which arriue to certaine deuour per- | 
ſons, and ſcruants of our Lord ; and he hath | 
| drawep them out of theſe temptations, with 


Tell me, my good Siſter, haue you ſeene | 


That kindling of fyre, and euen thereſemblan- 
|ceofhellit{elf, which paſſes there?who would | 
 beleiue, but that the ports, which ſtand there | 
within, would be mouldredeuen to duſt, by | 
the rage of that fyre 2 Or that ar leaſt , they } 
would not grow to be as fowle as pitch, by the | 


me come, when they vnturnace thepotts, you | 
fee, that though they were ſoft , and made of | 


themſelues as white as ſnow; and fo neate and | 
daintie otherwiſe, that they become the table | 


We are called by S. Paul, by the name of | 


' potts of clay , and certainely with greatreaſon; | 
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Knockes of affliction. Make account, that you 
alſo areſome poore litle pott, & that they haue 
putt you out to bake; For you were ſo weake, 
as that you could not well retaine, and conſer- 
uetheliquour of grace, which was infuſed into 
you by Almightie God. 05, 
They will bake you, my good Siſter, and 
you muſt haue patience. They haue truſt you 
into the furnace of tribulation. Endure now 
thoſe fyres, thoſe foggye flames, andrhoſe ob- 
{curities , and by confiding in the wiſedome 
and goodnefle of our good potter , you ſhall 
fot be turned into aſhes, which may be carried 
away by the winde , nor disfigured by anie il 
marke, which may be putt vpon you; but ra- 
ther you ſhall become hard , ih being able to 
{uffer; that ſo, though you ſhould fall, you may 
not breake yourſelf, And you ſhall be alſo pur- 
ged from that diſgracefull colour, which befo- 


ſerued vp to the table of Almightie God; Pro- 
cure, not to come broken our of the furnace; 
leaſt they caſt you heere, andthere, as a. thing 
of nothing. Thoſe potts are onely broken, 
which looſe their patience im the furnace of 
tribulation; but I confide in-our Lord,that you 


| 


-[buſineſſe will be-at an ende; Be not you dif-- 


will be able to come forth, without any hurt, - 
| Suffer now a litle, for quickly the whole | 


mayde, how buſteſoeuer the deuill be, Let him | 


| re you had ) and finally you {hall be made fitr, | 
and capable to bea veſſell of honour, and to be | 
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pericence youas much as hewill, but confide | 
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you in God. It is aſigne, that the deuill hath no 
parte in you, ſince he followes youſo hard, For 


his kingdome, ſince he hath diſpatched ſo ma- 
ny ſquadrons of armed men after you, * _ - 

You are paſling out of the darkenefle of 
Egypt”, that you may goe to the land, which 


mies are behiride you; and you finde-not anie 
meanes, whereby to eſcape. But feare not;hane 


| 


fight for you ; and you ſhall but holde' your 

eace. Our Lord will open a way for you, 
through the midſt of the fea, The waues the- 
reof {hall ſerue you fora wall , both on the 
right hand, and on theleft; andyou ſhall paſle, 
without ſo much as wetting your foore, | 
through the midſt of your tribulations , and 


when (all the people of God ,: being paſled 
moſt Bleſſed Virgin Marie ( who was figured in 


 Moyſes ) ſhall beginne to ling that Canricle of 


| ſo great triumph; and when you in companie 


—_— -, 
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it hehad you in his hand, he would not folloy | 
you. Itis a {igne; that you are departed our of | - 


our Lord hath promifed you ; and now behol- | 
} de, how Pharao followes you, with his whole | 
] armie.- You finde all wayes {hutt vp againſt 

you. The redd fea is before you, and your ene- | 


good hope, and you ſhall ſee the wonders, | 
. which our Lord will worke, Our Lord will} 


temptations, whereas your enemies ſhall be | 
drowned therein, | OS 1 

- Doebut conceiue, what ioy that will be; | 
through the dangerous ſea of this world ) the | 


the perſon of that other Marie: the jjſter of | 
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of other Virgins {hall anſwear her, 

And to the ende, that y ou may be yet more 
comforted , know from me, that you haue no 
cauſe of any {cruple; for your caſe is rather,that 


temptations , nor delight yourſelf in thoſe 
choughts , whichthe deuilloffers ; and deſire 
not, for your parte, ſo much as to thinke the- 
reof, what cauſe of ſcruple can you haue? And 
you ſhall beleiue me, as a man, , who-knowes 


thinke, that you haue giuen conſent it is but 
feare, which makes you thinkeſo ; as it hap- 
penstothem, who are ſicke of feauers, or be 
{ubie& to any ſtrong pallion. Let this ſerue tg 


diſchargeyou from being diligent in the futu- 


. 're, And though ſome litle thing shiould haue 


ſtucke to you , and though you had ſuffe- 


| red ſome light hurt, yerſo long as you render 


not, nor yeilde yourſelf to be ouercome, the 
very wounds, which hane beene receiued by 
anic manat armes inthe.ſeruice of a king, haue 


{ beautic and glorie in his fight, 


The bencfitt, and meritt, which youdrayy 
out of the victory, is greater then the prejudice, 
which you ſuftcr in theconfli, and therefore 
let noghing trouble you, Be not deceived in 
beleiuing, that thoſe imaginations, or tempta- 
tions are any things of yours ; or wroughtby 


your conſcience well, that how ſoeuer you may | 


excuſe you, for that which is paſt; but nor to | 


youſuffer torment, then that youco6mire ſinne. 
'For- ſo that you conſent not freely to thoſe | 
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| becauſe the vertue and ftrengeh of Chriſt our 


preſenting. Beholde you all that buſinefle as a 
thing belonging to others, and wherewith 
you haue riothing'to doe. And carrie yourſelf 


fowledeformed wordes ; for which; though 
you would be much 1n paine, inregardeof the 
offence, which, thereby is done ro Almightie 
God; yet in fine, it wouldbea kinde of - com- 
 fortin ſomereſpe&tto you; when youſaw,thar 
it wasnot you, who offended him, 


Lett it grieue you , that the deuill doth 
both ſay , and doe ſo like himſelf: and ler it 
 comforr youto confider; that it is: not you, but 
he; and that he will ſmart for it, $. Paul faith; 
that he gloried in bis afflitions;& tribulations: | 


| Lord, shined more therein. 


[6tif Lord , you will retoyce, for that glorie; 
which hegathers fromryour infirmity. Doth it 
| riot ſeeme to you, that God shewes his ſtrength 
in you, fince by the weakeneſſe of a poore mi-. 
ſcrable woman, who is'indeede but a very chil- 
'de;andalick creature,and a kinde of nothing, 
he ouercomes the ſtrength , and courage of | 
thoſe infernallpowers? Will not you bethen 
content'to be \Faulred , vpon condition, that 
Chriſt our Lord may be gloriticd? Yes certain- 


2 Bol know you will, and thatmoſt willingly. 


N or.canl beleiue lefle of that charitie, which 4 | 


£2 Ep.57. 1 
they are of hisſpeaking, and images-of his re- | 


| laſt ſo; as you would doe, when you should | 
| hearea man blaſpheme , or ſpeake anie other | | 


| -- My odd Siſter , if indeede you loue Chriſt | 
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you pretend to have, nor of that deſire, which | 

ou carry, that our Lord may be pleaſed to 
ſerve himſelf of you,' whether it be in proſpe- 
rity or adverſity, in ſweet or bitter, by way ei- 
: [|ther of love, or grief, either in peace, or war. | 
Our Lord is pleaſed now, that you ſerve him 
in war, and under the incommodities of heat 
and cold, with your weapons by your fide, 
both day and night : being content with bro- 
[ken ſleeps, and being ſubje& to ſurprizes, as if | 
you ſtand upon the top of a. pike: yea, and 
(though it will afli& you moſt) you muſt con- 
tent your ſelf to be far abſent from your King. 
But after this ſeaſon, there will come another, 
and our Lord will command, that you ſhall 
ſerve him 1n his Banketting-houſe, where'you 
ſhall enjoy as much, as you can defire. In the 
mean time you ſhall joy in this, that you are 
doing him ſervice. And I beſeech him to 
ſtrengthen your ſoul, that ſo it may beable to 
fight the Battails of our Lord, and to make you 
a conquerour therein, that ſo you may deſerve 
that Crown of Glory, which he hath promiſed 
to ſuch as overcome. Amen. 
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